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WOODSTOCK- 



CHAPTEU I. 



Some were for gospel ministers, 
And some for red-coat seculars, 
As men most fit t* hold forth th% Word, 
And wield the one and th' other sword. 

Butlxr's Hudibras, 

THERE is a handsome parish church in the town of Wood- 
stocky — I am told so at least, for l never saw it, haying scarce 
time, when at the place, to view the magnificence of Blen- 
heim, its paioted halls, and tapestried bowers, and then return 
in due season to dîne in hall with my learned friend, the pro- 

vost of •- ; being one of those occasions on which a man 

wrongs himself extremely, if he lets his curiosity interfère with 
his punctualtty. I had the church accurately described to me, 
with a view to this work ; but, as I hâve some reason to doubt 
whether my informant had ever seen the inside of it himself, I 
will be content to say that it is now an handsome édifice, most 
part of which was rebuil^*/ôW y îfiily yeVs^sînté/although it 
utill cofitains some arçhescoj the 0iàVhanSryy.l(âibd^d it is gaid^ 
by King John. But it is to tbi^4n4)fe;aQcien^^art of the build 
ingt bac my story refers. :**: ::**•! :•. . ' \ 

Upon a morning in the çnd.çtl^lp^'^w»' <^ beginningo^ 
October, in the year 1652, beid^«ard^â*g[SomVfd for a solemn 
tbanksgiving fo^ the decicive^victory^t\Varèê&têr, a respectable 
audience was assembled in the old chantry, or chapel of King 
John. The condition of the church and character of the audi- 
ence both were witness to the rage of civil war, and the peculiar 
spirit of the times. The sacred édifice showed many marks of 
dilapidation.' The Windows, once filled with stained glass, had 
been dashed to pièces with pikes and muskets, as matters of 
and pertaining to idolatry. The carving on the reading-desk 
was damaged, and two fair screens of beautiful sculptured oak 
had been destroyed, for the same pithy and conclusive reason* 
The high altar faiad been removed, and the gilded railing^ which 
Vy^.^ Qnce around it^ was broken down and carried of. The 
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effigies of several tombs were mutilated; and q«w lay scattereë 
about the churcb, 

Tom from their dettinM niche, unworthy meed 
Of knightljr couDsel, or heroic deed. 

The aatumn wind piped through empty aisles, in whicfa the 
remains of staiies and trevbses of rough-hewn timber, as well as 
a quantity of scattered hây and trampled straw, seemed to intî- 
mate that the hallowed .precincts had beén, upoo some late eni- 
ergency, made the quarters of a troop of horae. 

The audience, like tfae building, was abated in splendeur. 
None of the ancient and habituai worshippern durÎQg peaceful 
time», were now to be se«n in their carved galleries, with hands 
shadowing their brows, while coinposing their minds to pray 
where their fathers had prayed, and after the same mode of wor- 
ship. The eye of the yeoroan and peasant sought in vain the 
tall form of old Sir Henry Lee oT Ditchley. as, wrapped in his 
laced clos^^ and with beard and whiskers duly composed, he 
moved slowly through the aisles, folio wed by the faîthful mas- 
tlff, or blood-hound, which Jn old time had saved bis master by 
his fidelity, and whicii regularly foUowed him to church. Devis, 
indeed, fell under the proverb which avers, ^^ He îs a gpod dog 
which goes to church ;" for bating an occasional temptalion to 
warble along; with the accord, he behaved himself as decorously 
as any-of the congrégation, and returned as niuch edified, par- 
haps, as some of thera. The damsels of Woodstock looked as 
vainly for thç.laçed^ cloak, jinclin^ spurs, slashed boots, and 
tall plumc^î wife^jauv^ ^XBÏimj^ this and other high-bom 
houses, raavîi% thfoHgh Uié* stedèls :and the church-yard with 
the careless easey>^if hi^V^sdicf^ p^rhaps rather an overween- 
ing degree of sQlfAx>n£S(^HiSe^:y4t shows graceful wiien mingled 
with good-huinoyr^nlf çpur.t^y.* .The good old dames, too, ia 
their white hqjDc^fm^H ^^^ Veftret gowns— their daughters, 
"thecynosuré ôffteighbbtltîiTg'êyes,'^ — where were they ail 
now, who, when they enteredlhe church, used to divid<' men's 
thoughts between them and Heaven ? '^But, ah ! Alice Lee-^- 
so sweet, so gentle, so condescending in thy loveliness — [thus 
proceeds a contemporary annalist, whose manuscript we hâve 
deciphered] — why is my story to turn updn thy fallen fortunes? 
and why not rather to the period when, in the very dismounting 
from your palfrey, you attracted as many eyes as if an angel 
had descended, — as many blessings as if the benignant being had 
corne fraught with good tidings? No créature wert thou of an 
idle romancer's imagination — no bëing fantastically bedizened 
with inconsistent perfections f — thy merits made me Jove iheei 
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t^elt — and for thy faul(s-^I think they made me love thee 
better." 

With thehouse of Lee had dîsoppeared from the chantry of 
King John otbers of gentle blood and honoured lineage, — Free- 
mantlesy Winklecombes, Drycotts, &c. ; for the air thaï biew 
' over the towerg of Oxford was unfavourable to the growth of 
Puritanîsm, which was more gênerai in the neighbourkig coon- 
ties. There were among the congrégation, however, one or . 
tAvo that, by Iheir habits and demeanour, seemed country gen- 
tlemen of considération, and there were also présent some of 
the notables of the town of Woodstock, entiers or giovers chief- 
ly, whose skiliin sieel or leather had raised thém to,a comforto* 
ble lîvelihood. Thèse dignitaries wore long black cloaks, plair 
ted close at the neck, and, Hke peaceful citizens. carried their 
Bibles and memorandum4)ooks al iheir girdies, instead of knife 
or sword. This respectable, but least nuhierous part of the aii>> 
dicnce, were such décent persons as had adopted the Presby-- 
terian ibrm of faith, renouncing the liturgy ond hiera^chy of the 
Chursh of England, and livîng under the tuition of the Rev. 
Nehemiah Holdenough, mudh famed for the length and strength 
of his powers of prédication. With thèse grave seniors sate 
their gôodiy dames in ruff and gorget, like the portraits which in, 
catalogues of paintings are designed " wifeof^a-burgo-master 5'' 
and théirpretty daughters, whose study, like that of Chaucer's 
physician, was not always in the Bible, but who were, on the 
contrary, when aglance could escape the vigîlenceof their hon- 
oured mothers, inattentive themselves, and the cause bf inatten- 
tion in others. 

But, besides thèse dignifîed persons, there were in the churcK 
a numerous collection of the lower orders, some brought thither 
by curiosity, but many of them unwâshed artificers, bewildered 
in the ttieologiciai discussions of the tinie, and of as many vari* 
eus sects as there are^colours in the rainbow. The presump- 
tion of thèse learned Thebans being in exact proportion to their 
ignorance, the last was total, and the fîrst boundless. Their 
behaviour in the church was any thing but reverential or edi- 
fying. Most of them aifected a cynical contempt for ait thai 
was only held sncred by humane sanction — the church was to 
tîiese men but a steeple*hoase, the clergyman, an ordinary pcr- *». 
son ; her ordinances, dry bran and sapless pottage, unfitted for ^' 
Che spiritualised patates of the saints, and the prayer, an addre9$ 
to Heaven, to which fach acceded or not, as in his too critiei^ 
Jodjifment ne conceived fit. 

'Fh^lder ampngst tbcm sate or lay on the bejiches, witb iteâk^ 

A2 
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steeple-crowned hats pulled over their severe knîtted brows, 
waiting for the Presbyterian parson, as raastiffs sit in domb ex- 
pectatjon of the buU that is to be brought to the stake. The 
younger mixed, some of them, a bolder license nf manners whh 
their hérésies ; tbey gazed round on the women, yawned, cough- 
ed) and wispcred, eat apples and cracked nuts^ as if in the gall- 
ery of a théâtre ère tiie pièce commences. 

Besides ail ihese, the congrégation contained a few aoldiers, 
Kome in corslets and steel caps, some in buff, and others ^n red 
coats. Thèse iven of war, had their bandeliers, with ammunition^ 
slung round them, and rested on their pikes and nraskets. They, 
tpo, had their peculiar doctrines on the most dfficult points of re- 
ligion/ and united the extravagances of enthusiasm with the naost 
détermined courage and resolution in the field. The burgbers 
of WoQdstock looked on thèse military saints with nowsmall de- 
gree of awe; forthough not often sullied with deeds of phinder 
or cruelty, they had the power of both absolutely in their hands, 
and the peaceful citizens had no alternative, save submissioD to 
whatever the ill-regulated and ènthusiastic imaginations of their 
martial guideî^ might saggest. 

After some time spent in waiting for hiro, Mr. Holdenough 
began to walk ifp the aislesof the Chapel^not with the sibw and 
dignified carriage with which the old Kector was of yore wont 
to mainlain the dignity of the surplice, but with a hasty step, 
like one who arrives too late at an appointment, and bustles for* 
ward to make the best use of bis time. He was a tall thin man> 
withiin adust complexion, and the vivacity of his eye indicated 
some irascibility of tempérament. His dress was brown, not 
blackj and over His other vestiments he wore, in honour of Cal- 
vin , a Geneva cloak of blue colour, which fell backward from 
his shoulders as he posted on tA the pulpit. His grizzled hair 
was eut as short as shears could perform the feat, and covered 
with a black silk skuUcap, whkh Mock so close to bis bead, tbat 
the two ears expanded from under it as if they bed been inteod- 
ed as handles by which to lift itte wbole person. Moreover the' 
worthy divine wore spectacles, and a longgrmied peaked beard, 
and he cairied in his handasmall pocket-bible withsiNerclaspâ. 
UpoR arriving at the pulpit, be paused a osoment to take breatb, 
then began to ascend the steps by two at a ttme. 
. Bat his course ?i^as arrested by a strong hand, wbicb seized 
his cloak. It was th^t of ooe wbo had detatehad bimself (Vaaa 
Ihe group ôf soldiery. He vrBi a ttoot man of middle stattirei 
v/ith a quick eye, and a countenançe wbicb, tboi^ P^^t 
lAd yet an expressritfo thdl Sxod tlie an^ttliui. filhidre|^^ 
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though not stricdy military, partook of that character. H« 
wore l^rge hose made of calvesoleather, and a tuck, as it was 
then callédy or rapîer^ of tremendlous iength, balanced on tbe 
other sid6( by a dagg er. The belt was morroco, garnished with 
pistols. 

The minister, thqs intercepted in his duty, faeed round ttpon the 
party who had seized him, and demanded in no gentle tone^the 
raeaning of thë interruption. 

^' Friend/' quoth the intruder, ^^ is it thy purposc to holdforth 
to thèse good people ?^' 

** Ay, marry is il/' said the clergyman, ^* and such is my 
bounden duty. Woe to me if . I preàch not tbe gospel — Pritheer 
friend, let me not in œy labour. '^ 

^^ Nay/' said the m ho of warlike mien, ^^ 1 am myself-mînded 
to hold forth ; therefore, do thou desist, or if tbou wilt do by 
raine advice^ remain and fruetify with those poor goslings, to 
whoni I am presently about to shake forth the crumbs of com- 
for table doctrine,'' 

^' Give place, thou man of Satan," said the priest, waxing 
wrotlr, *^ respect mine order — my cloth." 

^^ I see no more to respect in the eut of thy cloak, or in the ' 
cloth of whtch it if fashioned," said the other, ^^ than thou didse 
in the Bishop's rocket-— they were black and white, thou art blue 
and browB. Sleeplng dogs every one of you,' lying down, lov- 
îng to siumber — ^sbepherds that starve the âock, but will not 
watch it, each looking to his own gain — hum." 

Scènes of this indécent kind were so common at tne time, 
that no'one thought of interfering; the congrégation looked on 
in silence, the better class scandalized, and the lower orders, 
some laughing, and others baeking the soldier or minister, as' 
their fancy dictated. Meantime the struggle waxed fiercer ; 
Mr. Holdenough clamoured for assistance. 

^^ Mr. Mayor of Woodstock," be exclaimed, ^^ wilt tbou lie 
^mong those wicked magistrales who bear the sword in Tain ?-^ 
Citisens, will you not help your pastor ? — Worthy Alderroen, 
will you see me strangled on the pulpit staîrs by this man o^ 
Iiuâ^aàd Belial? — BOt lo, Iwill overcome him, and cast his 
cords from me." 

As Holdeooqgh spoke, he stniggled to aseend the polpit stairs, 
holding hard on the bannlsters. His tormentor held fast by the 
skirts of thedoakywhich weot nîgh to the choktng of the wear- 
^er, uatily aa he 8po)te the words last mentioned, in a half-straif|- 
let voice, Mr. HoUleooogh deiterensly slipped the striog whicb 
ùeà U ro«Bd hi» iieck, to tbat the gàrment suddently gave way ; 
t})Qtc(lA«jr fé^tnipkVStrk» dowiilbe8teps,and the lîberated divioe 
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«kîpped îoto bis pa1ptt,and began to give iWth a psaliD oT tri* 
umph over hîs prosirate advenary. But a great hubbub in the 
chureh marred his triuniph, and althougfa ht aod hîs fiûthfa} 
clerk, continued to siog. the hymn of victory, their. notes «vere 

only heard by fits, like the wUtle of a curlew during a gale of 
TFÎnd. 

The cause of tbe tumult was as follows :— fThe Mayor was a 
7.ealous Presbyterian, and witnessed the intrusion of the soldier 
with great indignation from the very beginning, though he hésita- 
» ted to interfère with an armed man whiie on his legs^ and capable 
of résistance. But no sooner did he behold the champion of inde- 
pendeney sprawling €>n his back, with the dlvine's Geneva cloak 
iQuttering in his hands, than the niagistrate rashed 4brwardy ex- 
elaiming that such insolence was not to he endured, and ordered 
his constables to seize the prostrate champion, ]>roc)aiming ni 
the magnanimity of wrath, ^'1 will commit every red-coat of 
them ail — 1 will commit him were he Noll Cromwell himself.'^ 

The wortby IVlayor's indignation had overmastered his 
reason when he made this mistimed vaunt; for three soldiers. 
Avho had hitherto stood motionless like statues, made each a 
* 9tride in advance, which placed them betwizt the municipal offi- 
cers and the soldier who was in the act of arising ^ then makin^ 
at once the moveroent of resting arms according to the manuaî 
as then practised", their musket butts rang on the chureh pave- 
ment, within an inch of the gouty toes of Master Mayor. The 
energelie magistrale, whose efforts in favour of order were thus 
eheckea, cast one glance oi^ his supporters, but that was enough 
to show him that force was not ou his side. Ailhadshrunk 
back on hearing that ominous clatter of stone and iron. He 
was obligeai to decsend to expostulatîop. 

>^ What do y ou mean, ray masters?" said he; ^Msitlikca 
décent aad GoiUfearing soldiery, who bave wrought such things 
for the land as bave never before been heard of, to brawl and 
siot in the chureh, or to aid, abet, and comfort a profane fellow, 
who hath, upon a solémn tbaïkksgiving, ezcluded the minister 
from his own pulpit ?*' 

^' We bave nougbi to do with tby chureh, as thou call'st it,'' 
said he who by a small fealher in front of hi- morion appearett 
to be the eorporal of the party ; ^' we see not why men of gifts 
«houkl not li^ héard within thèse citadels of superstition, as weli 
as the yoice of the men of crape of old, and the men of cloal» 
Dow^ W^^refore we wiJl pluck yon Jack Presb^'ter ont of hm 
wooden sentii^el-box, and our own watchman thall relieve |f^^^ 
guard^and moiint tfaereoo and c^y aloud and spareitst." 
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** Nay, gentlemen/' said the May or, " if such be your por- 
pose, we hâve not the means to withstand you, being, as yoa 
see, peaceful and quiet men — But let me first speak with this 
worthy minister, Nehemiah Holdenougb, to persuade bimto 
yieid up fais place for the tiine ^tbout further scandai." 

The peace-niaking Mayor than tnterrupted the quavering of 
Holdenough and the clerk, and prayed both to retire, else there 
would, he said, be certainly strife. 

" Sirife?" replied the Presbyterian divine, with scorn 5 " no 
fear bf strife, among men that dare not testify against this open 
profanation of the church^ and daring display of heresy. Would 
your neighbours of Banbury hâve brooked such an insuh ?'' 

" Corne, corne, Mr. Holdenough," said ihe Maygr, ** put us 
not to mutiny and cry Clubs. I tèll y ou once more^ we are not 
men of war or blood." 

^^ Not more than may be drawn by the point of a needle," 
said the preacher, scornfuUy. " Ye tailors of Woodstock,— ». 
for what is a glover but a tailor working on kidskin? — I 
forsake you, in scorn of your faint hearts and feeble handsy 
and will seek me elsëwhere a flock which will not ûy from their 
shepherd at the braying of the first wild ass which cometh from 
eut the great désert."' 

So saying, the aggrieved divine departed from his puipit, and 
shaking the dust from his shoes, left the church as hastily as he 
had entered it, though for a différent reason. The citizens saw 
kis retreat with sorrow, and not without a compunctious feeiing 
as if they were not playing the most courageous part in Ûhh 
world. The Mayor himselfand several others left the church^ 
to foUow and appease him. 

The Independent orator, iate prostrate, was now triumphant, 
and inducting himself into the puipit without further cerempny, 
he puUed a Bible from his pocket, and selected his text from 
the forty-fifth psalm, — ^^ Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, U most 
mighty, with thygloryand thymajesty: and in thy majesty 
ride prosperously." — Upon this thème be commenced one of 1 
those wild déclamations common at the period, in which men 
were accustomed to wrest and pervert the language of scrip- 
ture, by adapting it to modem events. The language which, 
in its literal sensé, was applied to king David, and typically re- 
ferred to thecoming of the Messiah, was, in tJie opinion of the 
military orator, most properly to be înt^preted of Oliver Crom- 
well, the victorîous gênerai of the infant Commonwealtfa, 
which was riever destined to come of âge. "Gird on thy 
sword !" exclaimed the preacher erophatically 5 " and w^ no4 
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that a pretty bit of Steel as ever ddogled from a corselet, or rung 
agaÎQSt a steel saddie? Ay, prick np your ears now, ye eatlers 
of Woodstocky as if ye should know something of a good fox 
iiroad-sword — ^Did y ou forge it, I trow ? — wasthe steel quench- 
ed wUh water from Rosamond's well, or tbe blade blessed by 
the old cuckoldy-priest of Godstow ? You would bave us think, 
I warrant me, tbat you wrought it and welded it, grinded and 
polisbed it, and ail tbe while it never came on a Woodstock 
stitby. You wére ail too busy making whitties for tbe lazy 
crape-men of Oxford, bouncing prlekts, wbose eyes were so 
closed up witb fat, tbat they could not see Destruction till she 
had tbem by the throat. But I can tell you wbere tbe sword 
was forged, and tempered, and welded, and grinded, and polisb- 
ed. When you were, -as 1 said before, making wbittles for false 
priests, and daggers for dissolute G — d d — n me cavaliers, to 
eut the people of England's tbroat witb— it was forged at Long 
Marston Moor, wbere blows went faster than ever rung bam- 
mer on an vil — ^and it was tempered at Naseby, in tbe best blood 
of the cavaliers — and it was wjelded in Ireland against the walls 
of Drogheda — and it was grinded on Scottish lives at Dunbar — 
and now of late it was polisbed in Worcester, Xiil it shines as 
bright as the sun in the middle heaven, and there \s no light in 
£ngland that shall corne nigb unto it." 

Hère the military part of the congrégation raised a hum of 
approbation, wbich betng a sound like the '^ hear, hear," of the 
Britisb House of Gommons, was « alculated co beighten the en-" 
thusiasm ôf the orator, by intimating the sympathy of tbe au- 
dience " Aiid then," tesumed the preacher, rising in eaergy 
' ^ he found tbat his audience partook iti thèse feelings, ^^ what 
sayeth the text ? — Ride on prosperously — do not stop — do not 
call a hait— do notquit the saddie — pursue the scattered fliers — 
Sound the trumpet — not a levant or a flourish, but a point of 
war — Sound, boot and saddie — to borse and away — ^a charge î-«~ 
foUow after the young man! — what part hâve we in him! — 
Slay, take, destroy, divide tbe spoil ! Blessed art thou, Oliver, 
on account of tbine bonor — thy cause is clear, thy call is un- 
doubted — never bas defeat corne near thy leading sta(f, nor dis- 
aster attended thy banner. Ride on, âower of Engiand's sol- 
diers I ride on, chosen leader of God's champions ! gird up the 
loins of thy resolution, and be steadfast to the mark of thy 
high calling !" 

Another deep and stern hum, echoed by the ancient embow'd 
arches of the old chantry, gave him an opportuoity of an instantes 
irepose^ wheu tbe people of Woodstock beard bim, andnot 
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Witbont anxiety, tnjm the stream of his oratory into another 
cbannel. 

*^ But «rherefore, ye people of Woodstock, do I say thèse 
things to you, who claim no portion in our David, no interest 
. in Eugland's son of Jesse ! — You, who werè figbting as well as 
your might cuuld Tand it was not very formidable) for the late 
M^n, nnder that old blood-thirsty papist Sir Jacob Aston-— are 
yoii not now plntting, or ready to plot, ibr restoring, as ye call 
it, of the young Man, the anclean son of the slaughtered tyrant-— 
the fugitive after whom the true hearts of Ëngland are nqcvr fol- 
lowing, that they may take and slay him ?^-' Why should your 
rider turn his bridie oor way?' say y ou in our hearts; ^we 
will none of him ; if we may help ourselves, we will rather turn 
us to wallow in the mire of monarchy, with the sow that was 
vashed but newly.' Corne, men of Woodstock, I will ask, and 
do you answer meé Hunger ye still after the flesh-pots of the 
monks pf Godstow? and ye will say, Nay;-<-but wherefore, 
except that the pots are cracked and broken, and the fire is ex- 
tinguished wherewith thy oven used to boil ? And again, I ask^ 
drink ye still of the well of the fornications of the fair Rosamond ? 
— ^ye will say Nay ; — but wherefore?'' — 

Hère the orator, ère he could answer the question in his own 
way, was surprised by the followingreply, very pithily pronoun- 
ced by onéof the congrégation : — ^^ Becauseyou,and the like of . 
you, hâve ieft us no brandy to mix with it." 

AU eyes tucned to the audacious speaker, who stood beside 
one o( the thick sturdy Saxon pillars, which he himself some» 
what resembled, beiiig shbrt of stature, but very strongly made^ 
a squat broad Little-John sort of figure, leaning on a quarter- 
staff, and wearing a jerkin, which, though now sCIrely stained 
and discoloured, had once been of the Lincoln green, and 
sbowed remnants of having been laced. There was an air of 
careless good*humoured audacity about the fellow ; and though 
tinder the military restreint, there were sonie of the citizens 
who could not help crying ont,—" Well said, Jocéline Joliffe.'' 

" Joily Jocéline, call ye him ?" proceeded the preacher, with^ 
out showingeither confusion or displeasure atthe interruption, — 
*' l will make him Jocéline of the jail, if he interrapts me again. 
One of your park-keepers, I warrant, that can ne ver forget they 
hâve borne C. R. upon their badges and bugle hprns, even as a 
dog bears his owner's naroe on his collar< — a pretty emblem for 
Christian men ! But the brute beast had the better of him,-*- 
the brute weareth his own coat, and the c&tiô* thrall wears his 
master's. Ihavç seen sueh a wag make a rope's end wag er-e 
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now. — Where was I ? — Oh, rebuJdng you for yoar backslidiogS^ 
men of Woodttock. Yes, then ye wîll say ye hâve renounced 
Pepery, and ye hâve renounced Prelacy, and then ye wipe yaur 
tnouth like Pharisees as ye are : and who but you for purity of 
religion ! But I tell you^ ye are but like Jehu thç son of Ntm- 
shi, who broke down the house of Baal, yet departed npt from 
the sons of Jeroboan. Even so ye eat not fish on Friday witb 
the blinded Papists, nor minced-pies on the twenty-fiAh day of 
December, like the sfothfui Prelatists; but ye wilî gorge on 
sack-posset each night in the year vith your blihd Presbyterian 
guide, and ye will speak evil of dignittes, and revile the Com- 
monwealth ; and ye will glorify yourselves in your park of 
Woodstock, and say , '• Was it not walled in first of any other in 
Englandy and that by Henry son of William called the Conque- 
ror ?' And ye hâve a princely Lodge therein, and call the same 
a Royal Lodge ; and ye bave anoak wbich ye call the King's Oak ; 
and ye steal and eat the yenison of the park ; and ye say; ^ This i s . 
the kîng's venison, we will wash it down with a cnp to the king's 
health — better we eat it than those round-headed common- 
wealth knaves." But listen unto me, and take warning. For 
thèse things come we to controversy with you. And our name 
shall be a cannon-shot, before which your Lodge, in the pleasant- 
ness' whereof ye take pastime, shall be blown into ruins ; and 
\re will be as a wedge to split asunder the King's Oak into bil- 
lets to beat a brown baker's oven ; and we will dispark your 
park, and slay your deer, and «at them ourselves, neither shall 
you hâve any portion thereof, whether in neck or haanch. Ye 
fihall not haft a ten-penny knilé with the lîorns thereof, neither 
shall ye eut a pair of breeches out of the hide,ibr ail ye be eut-» 
)ers and glof ers ; and ye shall have^ no comfort or support 
neither from the sequestrated traitor Henry Lee, who called 
bimself Ranger of Woodstdck, nor from any on bis behalf ; 
for they are coming hither who shall be called Mahershaial*- 
faashbaz, because he maketh haste to the spoil." . 

Hère ended this wild effusion, the latter part of which fell 
lieavy on the soûls of the poor citizens of Woodstock, as tend- 
ing to confirm a report of an unpleaaing nature which had been 
lately circulated. The communication with London was indeed 
slow, and the news wbich it transmitted were uncertain ; ne 
less uncertain were the times tfaemselves, and the rumours which 
urere circulated, exaggerated by the hopes and fears of so many 
varions factions. But the gênerai stream of report, so far aar 
Woodstock was eoneerà^d» had of lata run uniformly in one di» 
4:ee^n. Bay afbev day they had hmsn informedy tltat the (MSt 
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6at o( ParlîameÀt had goDe out for selllng the Park of Wood- 
stock, destroying îts.Iodge, disparking its forest, and erazirig, 
as far as they could be e/azed, ail traces of its ancient famé. 
Many of the citizeus were likely to be sufferers on this occasion, 
as several of them enjoyed, either by sufTerance or riglit, various 
convenient privilèges of pasturage^ cutting fire-wood, ■ and tbe 
llke, in tde royal chase ; and ail .tbe inhabitants of the little 
borough were hurt to think, that the scenery of the place was 
to be destroyed, its édifices ruined, and its honours rent away. 
This is a patriotic sensation often (ound in such places, which 
ancient distinctions and long-cherished recolh étions of former 
days, render so différent from towns of récent date. . The na- 
tives of Woodstock felt it in the fullest force. They had trem- 
bled at the anticipated calamity ; but now, when it was announ- 
ced by the appearance of those dark, stem, and atthe sametime 
oranfpotent soldiers — now that tjhey beard it piy)claimed by the 
mouth of one of their milttary preachers — they considered their 
fate as inévitable. The causes of disagreement among them- 
selves were for the time forgotten,^as the congrégation, dismissed 
without psalmody or bénédiction, went slowly and mournfully 
homeward, each to his own place of abode. 



CHÀPTER TJ. 

Corne forthy old man — Thy daughter's side 

Is now the iîtting place for.thee ; 
When Tinie halh quell'd the Oak's bold pride, 
The youtbful tendril yet may hide 

Tbe^ ruina of the parent tree* 

. « 

When the sermon was ended, the military orator wiped' hîs 
brow ;, for, notwithstanding the coolness of the weather, he was 
faeated with the véhémence of his speech and action. He then 
descended from the pulpit, and spqke à word' or two to the 
corporal who commanded the soldiers, who, replying by a sober 
nod of intelligence, drew his men together, and marched them 
fn order to their quarters in the town. 

Thé preacher himself, as if nothing extraordinary had hkp- 
pened, left the churcH and sauntered through tlie streets of 
Woodstock, with the air of a stranger, who was viewing the 
town, without seeming to observe thaVhe was himself in his turn 
anxiously surveyed by the citizens, whose furtive yet fréquent 
glances seemed to regard him as somefbing alike suspected and 
dreadfnl, yet on. no accouot to be provoked. He heeded them 

B 
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noty but stalked on in the manner affeeted by the distingoished 
AuMitîes of -theday : a^stiJOrsolemn pace, a severe and-at the same 
tlme a contemplative look, lîke that of a man incensed at tbe in- 
terraptions whrch eartbly objects forced upon him, obHging him 
by iheîr intrasîon to withdraw his thoagfats for an instant from 
eelestlal tbings. Innocent pleasures of what kind soever, they 
held in suspicion and contempt, and innocent mirthtbey abomi- 
nated. It was, however, a cast of mind that formed men for 
great and manly action, as it adopted principle, and that of an 
UBselfish eharjacter, for the ruiing motive, instead of the gratifi- 
cation of passion. Some'of thèse men were indeed hypocrites, 
usingthe cioàk of religion only as a'covedng for tbeir ambition ; 
but many really possèssed the devotional character, and the se- 
Tere republican virtue, which others only affeeted. By far the 
greater number hovered between thèse extrêmes, feit to a cer- 
tliin extent the pôwer of religfqfij'and comptied with the times in - 
affect^g a great deal. 

The individnal, ifhose pretensions to sanctify^ written as they 
were upon hb brow and gait, haTC given rise ta the above di- 
gression, reachçd at length the extremity of the principal street, 
wbich terminâtes upon the park of Woodstock. A battlemented 
' portai of Gothic appearancedefended the entrance to the avenue. 
It wasof mixed architecture, but on the whole, though composed 
of the styles of différent ag«s,when it had recel ved additions, had a 
striking and imposing effect. An immense gâte, composed of 
rails, ofhammered iron, with many a âourish and scroll, display- 
ing as its uppermost ornament the ill-fated cypher of C. R. 
was now decayed, partly ' witb >rust, partly from the effécts of 
violence. 

The stranger paused, as if uncertain whether he sbould dé- 
mand or essay entrance. He looked ihrough the grating down 
an avenue skirted by majestic oaks, which led onward with a 
gentle curve,as if into the depths of some ample and ancieut 
u>rest. The wicket of the large iron gâte beingleft unvittingly 
open, the soldier v^as tempted to enter,.yet with some heskation, 
as he that intrufles upon ground which he conjectures may be 
prohibited — indeed his manner showed mare révérence for the 
scène than coùld bave been expectedirom his* condition and 
character. He slackened his statelyand conaequeDtial<pace,iind 
atleil|rth stoodstîll,and looked round him. 

Not for from the gâte, he saw ristog flhbm.the trees one or two 
9ncient and vénérable tur^ ets, bearing each its own vaneof rare 
jlevice gUttering in the autUBin sun^ Thèse 'iBdicatedlhe«ncient 
hunting seat, or Lodge, ns it was calied^ wldch had, nnce tbe 
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time o( Henry IL, been occBsionly tfae resiçience oî the-English 
monarchsy when it pleased them to visit the woods (^ Oxford, 
which then so abounded withgame,that|^ccordiDgtoold FuUer, 
hunUmen and falconers, were nowhere better pleased. The 
situation which the Lodge occupied was a pièce of âat ground, 
now planted with sycamores, not far from the entrance to that 
magnifîcient spot, where the spectator first stops to gaze upon 
Blenfaeim, to think of Marlborough's Tictories,and to applaud or 
critkbe the cumbrous magnificence of Vanb^iigh's style. 

There too. paused our military preacher, but with other 
thoughts, and for other purpose, than to admire the scène around 
him. It was not long aûerwards when he beheld tvo persons, 
a maie and a female, approaching slowly, and so deeply engaged 
in their own conversation, that they did not raise their eyes to 
observe that tHere stood a strang^r in the path before them. The 
soldier took advantage of their 'state of abstraction, and désirons 
at once to watch their motions, and avoid their. observation, he 
glided beneath one of the huge trees which skirted the path, and 
whose boughs, sweeping the ground on every side, insured him 
against discovery, uniess in case of an actual search. 

In the meantime, the gentleman and lady contînued to ad- 
vi^nce^ directing their course to a rustic seat, which still enjoyed 
the sun-beams, and was placed adjacent to the tree where the 
étranger w^ côncealed. 

The man was elderly^ yet seemed bent more by sorrow and 
infirmity, tiian by the weight of years. He wore a mcurning 
cloak, over a dress of the same melancholy colour, eut in that 
pictttresque form, which Vandyke bas rendered immortal. But 
akhough, the dress was handsome, it wa» put on 'and worn with 
a carelesness, which showed the mind of the wearer ill at ease^ 
His aged,>yet still handsome countenance, had the same air of 
conséquence .which dbtinguished his dress and his gait. A strik- 
ing part of.his appearance was a long white beard, which de 
scended far over the breast of his slashed doublet, and looked 
singular from its contrast in colour with his habit. 

The ywing lady, by whom this vénérable gentleman seemed 
to be in some degree supported as they walked arm in arm^ was 
a slight and sylph-like form, with a person so dèlîcately made, 
and so beautifulin countenance, that it seemed the earth on which 
she walked was too grossly massive a support for a créature so 
aerial. But mortal beauty must share human sorrows. The 
eyes of the beautiful being, showed token of tears ; her colour 
was lightened as she listened to her aged companion ;.and it was 
plain, from his melancholy yet xiispleased look, Ihat the conver- 
sation was as distressing to himself as to her, When they sat 
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down on the bench vi^have mentioned, the gentleman'sdtscourse 
could be djstinctly overheard by the eves-dropping soldier^^ 
bat the answers of the yowckg lady reached his ear rather less 
dbtinctly. 

^* It 18 not to be endared/' saîd the old inan> passionately f 
^* it would stir up a paralytic wretch to start up à soldier. My 
people hâve been thînned, i grant y ou, or hâve fallen off from 
me is thèse tîmes — I owe them no grudge for it, poor knaVes ; 
what should they do when the pantry bas no bread, and the but-' 
tery no aie ? But we bave still about us some rugged foresters 
of the old Woodstock breed — old as myself niost of them — what 
of that ? old wood seldom warps in the wetting ; I will hold out ' 
the old bouse, and it will not be the iîrst tlme that I bave held it 
againyt ten times the strength that we hear of now." 

" Alas ! my dear father,'' «id the young' lady, în a tone 
whichj seeroed to intimate his proposai of defence to be alto- 
gether desperate. 

"And why, alas?'' saîd the gentleman angrily; "is it be- 
cause r shut my door on a score or two of tliese blood-thirsty 
hypocrites ?'' 

" But their masters can as easily send a régiment or an army, 
if they will," replied tj^e lady j" and what good would your 
présent defence do, cxceptîng to exasperate them to your utter 
destruction ?" 

"Beit so, Atice," replied her father; "Ihave lived my 
time, and beyond it. Ihave outlived the kindest and raost 
prince-like of masters. What do I do on the earth since the dis-* 
misa! thirtieth of January ? The parricide of that day was .a 
signal to ail. true servants of Charles StuaK to a venge his death, 
or die as soon afier as they could find a worthy opportunity." 

" Do not speak thus, sir," said Alice Lee ; " if does not 
become your gravity and your worth to throw away that lîfe 
which may y et be of service to your king and country, — it will 
not and cannot always be thus. England will not long endure 
the rulérs which thèse bad times hâve assigned her. In the 
meanwhile — [hère a few words escaped tlie Hstener's ears] — 
and beware of that impatience which makes bad worse." 

^^ Worse ?" ^claimed the impatient old man, " what can be 
worse ? Is it not at the worst already.? Will not thèse people 
^xpel us from the only shelter we hâve left — dilapidate what 
remains of royal property under my charge — ^^make the palace 
of princes into a den of thieves, and then wipe their mouths and 

*nk God, as if they had done an alms deed ?" 
Still," said his daughter, "there is hope behind, and I 
the King is efe this out of their reach — We bave reason to 
i well of my brother Albert's safety," 
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'^ Ay, Albert ! there again/^ said the old man, in a tone of 
r«proach ; 'f bad if not been for thy entreaties I had gone to 
Worcester myselÇ; but I mast needs lie hère like a worthless 
hound when the hunt is up, when who knows what service I 
might -hâve shown ? An old man's head îs sometimes usefiil 
when his arm is but little worth. But yf»a and Albert were so 
desirous that he should go alone — and now, who can say what 
has becomeofhim?'^ 

" Nay, nay, father," said Alice;" we havè good hope that 
Albert escaped from that fatal day ; young Abney saw him a 
mile from the field." 

*^ Young Abney lied, I believe/' said the father, in the same 
humour of contradiction. " Young Abney 's tongue seems quick- 
er than his bands, but far slower than his horse's heels when he 
leaves the roundheads behind him. I would rather Albert's 
dead body were laid between Charles and Cromwell than hear 
he fled as early as young Abney .'^ 

"Mydearest father," said ^ the young lady, weeping as she 
spoke," what can I say to comfort you ?" * 

^^ Comfort me. sayst -thou, girl ? I am sick of comfort : an 
ho lourablé death^ with the ruins of Woodstock for my monu- 
ment, were the onljr comfort. to old Henry Lee. Yes, by the 
memory of my father ! I will make good the Lodge against 
thèse rebellious robbers." 

** Yet be ruied, dearest father," said the maiden, " and sufa^ 
mît to that which we cannot gainsay. My uncle Everard — " 

"Hère the old man caught at her unfinished words. " Thy 
uncle Everard, wench ! — ^Well, gét on. — ^What of thy precioijs 
and loving uncle Everard I" , 

"Nothing, sir," she said, " if the subject displeases you." 
^^ Displeases me ?" he replied, ^^ why should it displease me ? 
or, if it did, why should'st thou, or any one, aôect to care about 
it ? What is it that hath happened of late years — what îs it can be 
thought to hapiien that astrologer can guess at, which can give 
pleasure to us ?" 

" Fate," she replied, "'raày bave in store the joy fui restoration 
of our banished prince." 

" Too late for my time, Alice." said the knight ; " if there be 
sucfa a wfaite page in the heavenly book, it wiH not be turned 
until long after my day. But I see thou woald^st escape me* — 
In a Word, what of thy uncle Everard ?" 

'< Nay, sir," said Alice, ** God knows I woufd rather be silent 
for ever, tban speak what might, as you would take it, add to 
your présent distemperature." 
^ Diatemperatore !^ i^d her father ^ '^Ob, thou art a sweei- 

B2 
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Upped physician, and woold'st, I warrant me, drop nooght but 
sweet balm^ and honey^ and oil, on my distemperature— -if thftt 
is the phrase for an old man's ailment when be is well nîgb heart- 
broken. Once more, wbat of thy uncle Everard ?" 

His last words were uttered in a high and peevish tone of 
voîce ; and Alice Lee answered her father in a trerobliog and 
subinissive tone. 
^^ I only meant to say^ sir, that I am well asaiired that my un« 

de Everard, when we quit this place " 

^^ That is to say, when we are kicked out of it by crop-eared 
canting villains like himself. But on With thy bountiful uncle — : 
what will he do ? — will he give us the remains of his worship- 
ful and economical house-keeping, the fragments of a thricc 
sacked capon twice a week, and a plentiful fast on the other 
five days ? Will he give us beds besides his half-starved nags, 
and put thero under a short allowance of straw, that his sister's 
fausband— -<hat I should bave called my deceased angel by such 
a name ! — and his sister'sdaughter, may not sleep on the stones? 
Or will he 9end us a noble each, with a warning to make it last, 
for he had ne ver known the réady penny so hard to corne by ? 
Or what eJse will your uncle Everard do for rfs ? Cet us a fur- 
lough to beg ? Why, I can do that without.him." 

" You misconstrue him mucb," answered AKce, with more 
spirit than she had hitherto fisplayed ; ^^ aod would you but 
^^uestion your own beart, you would acknowledge — I speak with 
révérence — ^that yourtongue utters what your better judgment 
would disown. My uncle Everard is neither a miser nor a 
hypocrite, neither so fond of the goods of this world that he 
would not supply our distresses amply, nor so wedded to fanati- 
cal opinions^ as to exclude charity for other sects beside his 
own." 

" Ay, by, the Church of England is a sect with him I doubt 
not, and perhaps with thee too, Alice," said the knight. " Whaj 
is a Mugglesman, or a Ranter, or a Brownisl. but a sectary ? 
and thy phrase places them ail, with Jack Presbyter himself, on 
the same footing with ouv learned prelates and religions ciergy ! 
Such is the cantof the dif thou livest in, and why should'st tbou 
not talk like cAe of the wise virgins and psalm-singing sisters, 
since, though thou hast a profane old cavalier for a father, thou 
art own nièce to uncle Everard !" 

^< If you speak thus, my dear father," said Alice, ^^ what can 

I answer you ? Hère me but one patient word, and I shall hâve 

discharged my uncle Everard 's commission." 

^' Oh, it is a commission then ! Surely I suspected so muchfrom 

'. beginning— -nay, hâve some sharp|uess t^uching the àmbas- 
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sador also. Come, madam^ do your errand, and you sliail bave ^ 
iH^reason to complain of my patience." 

'^ Then, sir/' replied hîs daughter, '^ my uncle Ererard de- 
sires you would be courteous to the commissionere, who corne 
hère to sequestrate the parks and the property ; or^ at least^ 
heedfully to abstain from giving them obstacle or opposition : 
it can, be sa^^s, do no good, even on your own principles, and 
it wiil give a pretext for proceeding against you as one in the 
worst degree of nialignity, whîch he tbinks may otherwise be 
prevented. Nay, he bas good hope, that if you folio w bis coun- 
sel, the committeè may, through the interest he possesses, be ' 
inclined to remove the séquestration of your estate on a moder- 
ate fine. Thus says my uncle ; and having communicated bis 
advîce, I bave no occasion to urge your patience with farther 
argument." 

^' It is well thou dost not, Alice," ansfrered Sir Henry Lee, 
in a tone of suppressed anger f '^ For, by thé blessed >ood, thou 
hast well nigh led me into the heresy of thinking thee no daugh- 
ter of mine. — Ah! my beloved companion, who art now far 
from the sorrows and .cares ofthis weary world, couldest thou 
hâve thought that the daughter thou didst clasp to |by bosom 
would, like the wicked wife of Job, become a temptress to her 
father in thehùur oi aiBiction, and recommend to him to make 
his conscience truckle to bis Interfst, and to beg.back at the 
hloody fiands of bis raaster's, and perhaps his*son's murderers,* 
a wretched remnant of his property be bas been robhed of! — 
Why, wench, ifimustbeg, think'st thou I will sue to l^ose 
who bave made me a mendicant? No. I will never show my 
grey beard, worn in sorrow for my sovereign's deatb, to move 
the compassion of some proud sequestrator, who perhaps w'^s ^ 
one oL the pari^icides. No. If Henry Lee must sue for food, 
it shall be of some suunci loyalist llke himself, who having but 
half a loaf remaining, will not neverlheless refuse to share it with 
him. For his i^ughter, she may wander her own way, which 
leads her to a refuge with her wealthy rbundhead kinsfolks ; but 
let her no more call him father, whosejbonest indigence she has 
refused to share !" 

" You do me injustice, sir," answered the young lady, with a 
Yoice animated yet faltering, ^* cruel injustice. God knows, your 
way is my way, though it leads to ruin and beggary ; and while 
you tread it, my arm shidl support you whîle you wiU accept an 
jaîd so feeble." 

« Thou wcrd'st me, girl," answered the old cavalier, ««thou 
word's^ me, as WiU Shakspeaee 8ays-4bou spcakest of lending 
oie % arm: butthy «ecret thooghtbthyself te hang upoo 
M^kbam Bverard's." 
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^^MyfatherJ myfather/' answered Alice, in a tone of dee^r 

frief, '^ what can thus hâve alter«d your dear judgement sthd 
indly heart? Accursed be thèse civil commotions! noton(y 
do they destroy men's bodies, but they pervert tbeîr souls^ and 
the brave, the noble, the generous become suspicious, harsh, 
and meaû ! Why Jipbraid me with Markham Everard ? Hâve 
I seen or spoke wilfa him since you discharged him my company, 
with terms less kind — I will speak it truly — than was due even 
to the relationship betwixt you ? Why think I wQuld sacrifice 
to that young man my duty to you ? {Cnow, that were t capa* 
ble of snch criminal weakness, Markham Everard were the first 
to despjse me for it.'^ 

She put her handkerchief to her eyes, but she could not hide 
lier sobs, nor concea'I the distress they intimated. The old man 
was moved. 

" I canhot tell," he said, " what to think of it. Thou seem'st 
sîi\cere, and wert ever a good pnd kindly daughter — how thoa 
hast let that rebel youth creep into thy heart I wot not; per- 
hàps it is a punishment on me, who thought thp loyalty of my 
house was like undefiled ermine. Yet hère is a daraned spot^ 
and on tkè fairest gem of àH — nîy own dear Alice. But do not 
weep — v/e hâve enough to vex us. Where49 it that Shakspeare 
hathit:— 



-* Gentle daughter, 



«•^ Give eren way anto my rougb affairs, 

Put yen not on the temper of the times, 
Nor be, like them, to Peroy troublesome.' '' 

. ** I am -glad to hear you quoté your favourite again, sir. Our 
little jars are ever well nigh ended when Shakspeare comes m 
play." 

** His book was the closet-companion of mystilessed master," 
said Sir Henry Lee ; ** after the Bible, (with révérence for nam- 
ingthem together,) he feit more comfort in it than any other; 
and as I hâve shared his disease, whv it is nttural I should 
take his raedicine. Albeit, I prétend not to my master's art 
in explaining the dark passages ; for I am but a rude man, and 
rustically brought up to anus and hunting.'' 

" You haVe seen Shakspeare, sir ?" said the young lady. 

"Silly wench," replied the knight, "he died when I was a 
mère child — ^thou hast beard me say so twenty tlmes ; but thou- 
would'st lead the old man away from the tender subject. Weli, 
though I am not blind, I can shut my eyes and foUow. Ben 

''hnson I knew, and could tell thee many a taie of our meetings 

he Mermald, where, îf there was much wîne, there was mucK 

alsd. We did not sitbhrwîng tobacco în caA other's face?^. 
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9Lhd turnihg up the whites of our eyes as we tumed up the bottonr 
of the wine-pot. Old Ben adopteà me as one of bis sons in the 
muses. I hâve shown you, hâve I not, the verses " To my 
iduch beloved son, thé worsbipful Sir Henry Lee of Dhchley, 
Knîght and Baronet ?" • . 

'^1 do not remember them at présent, sir^" replîed Alice. 

"1 fear ye lie, 'wench/^ said her father; " but no matter — 
thou can'st not get any more foolîng out of me just now'. The 
Evil Spirit hath left Saul for the présent. We are now to 
'think \Hrhat is to be done about leaving Woodstock, or defend- 
ingit." 

" My dearest flaither," said Alice, " can you still nourish a 
momen^'s hope of making good the place ?'' . 

" I know not, wench," replied Sir Henry ; " I would fain 
hâve a parting blow at them, !tis certain— and who knows 
wherc a blessing may alight ? But then, my poor krtaves that 
must take part with me in so hopefess a quarrel — ^tbat thought 
hampers me, I confess." 

« Oh, let it dô so," replied Alice 5- " ihere are soldiers in 
the toMtn, and there are three regimei^ts at Oxford." 

"Ah, poor Oxford !" exclaimed Sir Henry, whose vacillating 
State of mittd was turned by a word to any new subject that 
suggested ntself,— " Seat of leaming and loyalty ! thèse rude 
soldiers are unfit inmates for thy learned halls and poetical bow- 
ers ; but thy pure and brilliant lamp shall defy the foui breatU 
of a thousand churls, were they to blow at it like Boreas. The 
burning bush shall not be coneumed, even by the beat of tbis 
persécution." ' , 

« Truc, sir," said Alice, " and it may not be useless to re- 
collect, that any stirring of the royalists at this unpropitious 
moment will make them deal yet more harshly with the Uni- 
versity, whfch they consider as being at the bottom of every 
thing which moves fof the King in thèse parts." 

" It is true, w«ncb," replied the knight 5 « and sraall cause 
would make the villains sequestrate the poor remains which the 
civil wars bave left to the collèges. That and the risk of my 
poor fellows— Well ! thou hast disarmèd me, girl. I will be 
as patient and calm as a martyr." 

« Pray God, you keep your word, sir," replied his daughter 5 
« but you are ever so much moved at the sight of any of thèse 

"^« Would you màke a child of me," Alice?" said Sir Henry. 
<« Why, know you not that I can look upon a viper, or a toad, 
or abunch of engendering adders, without any worse fee ing 
than a little disgust ? and though a roundhead, and especialiy a 
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red-coat, are in my opinion more poisonous than vipers, more 
loatbsome than toads^more hateful iban knotted addersy. yet 
can 1 overcome my nature so far, that âhould oq£^ oî them ap- 
pear at tbis moment, tbyself should see how civilly I would en- 
treat bim." « 

Aa^e apoke the military preacher abandoned hisleafy screen, 
and stalking forward, stood unezpectedly beforethe old cava- 
lier, wbéstared at bim as if be had tbougl:\t that bis expressions 
had actually raised a devil. 

^^ Who art tbou?" at lengtb^aid Sir Henry, in a raised end 
angry voice, while bis daughter clung to bis arm in terror, little 
conûdent that ber fatber's pacifie résolutions would abide the 
sbock of tbis unwelcome apparition. 

^' I am one," replied tbe soldier, ^^ who neither fear nor shame 
to call myself a poor day-labourer in the great work of £ngland— - 
umpb ! — Ay, a simple and sincère upholder of the good old 



cause." ^ 



" And what the devil do you seek bere ?" saïd the old knight, 
fiercely. 

" The wêlcome due to the steward of the Lords Commis-* 
sioners," answered the soldier. 

" VVelcome art thou as sait would be to sore eyes," said the 
cavalier; « but who be your Commissioners, maa ?"* 

The soldièr with little courtesy held out a scroU, which Sir 
Henry took from him betwixt bis finger and thumb, as if it were 
a letter from a pest-hôusé ^.ftfid held itatas much distance from 
his eyes, as bis purpose of reading it would permit He thea 
read aloud, and as be namêd the parties one by one', be adcied a 
sbort coramentary on each name, addressed, indeed, to Alices, 
but in such a tone that showed he cared not for its being heard 
by the soldier. 

^' Desborou^h —the plougbman Desborough^-^as grovelling 
a clown as is in England — ^a (dilow that would be best at home, 
like an ancient Scy thiaa, under the tilt of a wag^on-*rd'-~n him. 
Harrison — a bloody-minded, ranting enthusiast, who read the 
Bible to such purpose, that he never laeked a text to justify a 
murder — d — n him too. B/e^«oft-<-a true-hlue commonwealth's 
man, one of Harrison's Rota Club, wîth his noddle fuU of new- 
fangled notions about government, tbt^ clearest object of which 
is to establish the tail upon the bead ; a fellow who leaves you 
the statutes and laws of o!d England, to prate of Rome and 
Greece — sees tbn Areopagus in Westminster-Hall, and takes 
Id Noll for a Roman Consul^^Adàd, be is like-to prove a die- 

tor amongst tkem Instead. Never mind ; d — n Bletson too," 

^' Friend," said the^oldier^ " I would willingly be civil, but 
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it eoil»ÎBts iiot with rûy dutj to hear thèse godiy men, in whose 
ser^îee I am', spoken t)f after this irreverent and . unbecoming 
fashion. And albéit I^knowthat you malignants think you 
hâve a right to make free witk that damnation, whkli you 
seem to use as your own portion, yet ît is superâuous to invoke 
it agarht others, who hâve better hopes in their thoughts, aûd 
better words in their mouths." " 

, " Tbou art but a canting varlet," replied the knight 5 " and 
yet thou art right in aome sense-^for it is superfluous. to curse 
men who already are damned as black as the smoke of hell 
itself« 

'^ J prithee forbenr," continued the'soldier, fgr manner's sake 
if not for conscience— ^risly oaths suit ill with gray beards/' 

^^ Nay, that is truth, if the devii spoke it," said the knight ; 
'^ and I thank Heaven I cah folbw good counsel, though o]d Nick 
gives it. And so, friend, touching thèse same Commissioners 
bear them this message ; that Sir Henry Lee is keeper of Wood- 
stock Park, yntii right of waif and stray, vert and venison, as 
complète as any of ' them hâve to their estate — that is, if they 
possess any estate but what they hâve gained by ^lundering 
honest men. ' Nevertheiess, he will give place to those who 
hâve made their might their right, and will not expose the lives 
of good ^d true men, where the odds are so much against them. 
And he protests that he makes diis surrender, heither as ac- 
knowledging of thèse so termed Commissioners, nor as for his 
own individual part fearing their force, but purely to avoid the 
loss of English blood, of which so much hath bëen spilt in thèse 
late times." 

'^ It is well spoken," said the steward Of the Commissioners; 
'^and therefore, Ijiray you, let us walk together into the house, 
that thou mayst deliverupto methe vessels, and gold and silver 
ornaments, belonging to the Egyptian Pharaob who coromittcd 
them to thy feeeping." 

" What vessels ?" exclaimed the fiery old knight ; ^' and be- 
longing to whom ? Unbaptized dog, speâk civil of the Martyr 
in my présence, or I will do a deed misbecoming of - me on ihai 
caitiff corpse of thine." — And shaking his daughter from his 
right arm, the old man laid his hand upon his rapier. 

His antagonist, on the contrary, kept his temper com|>]etely 
and waiving his hand to add impression to bis speech, he said, 
with a calmness'whiob aggravated Sir Henry^s wrath, " Nay, 
good friend, I prithee be still, and brawl not— *it becomes not 
gray haîrs and feeble arms to rail and rant like drunkards. 
Put me. not to use tlie carnàlweapon in r^y own defençe, but 
Ksten to the voice of reasou. Se«'st thou not ihat the Loré 
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bath decîded thb great coutroreray in favaurof'usftndoars 
agaiost thee aod thine ? Wberefore, render up thy steward- 
ship peàcefullj, and deliver up to me the chatte!» of the Mau, 
Charlea Stuart.'V 

'* Patience ig a good nag, but she will boit," said the knlgbt, 
uuable longer to rein in hîs wratb. Hé pluckèd bis sbeathed 
rapier Trom bis aide, gtruck the soldier a severe blow vitb it, 
and infttaiitly drawing it, and throwiug the scabbard over the 
trees, pUced liiinself in a posture of defence, with bis «word's 
point \i ithin a half a yard of the steward'a body Tbe lattei; 
Etepped back with activity, threw his long cloak from bis ahoul- 
ders and drawing his long tuck, atood upop liis guard. The 
swords clashed smartly together, while' Alice, in her terror, 
Bcreaiûed ti'ildly for assistance. But the combat ivasof short 
duration. The old cavalier had attacked a man as cuniÙDg 
of fence as he hiraself, or a little more so, and possesaing ail 
the strength and activity of which time had deprived Sur Hen- 
ry, and the calmBCss which the other had loftt in hîs passion. 
They had scarce exchanged threc passes ère the sword of the 
knight flew up in the air, as if it had gone in search of tbe 
scabbard ; and burning with shame and anger, Sir Henry stood 
disarraed, at the mercy of his antagonist. The republicau 
showed no purpose of abusing his rictory; nor did he, either 
during the comoat, or after the victory was won, in any respect 
aller the sour and grave composure ^hich reîgued upon bis 
counteuance^--a combat of life and death seemed to hira a thing 
as familiar, and as little to be- feared» as an ordinary bout with 
foils. 

" Thou art delivered unto my bands,** he said, " and by 
the law of arms I might smite thee under the fifth rib, even as 
Âsahel was struck dead by Abner,tbe son of Nun, asbe follow- 
ed the chase on the hill of Ammah, that lieth before Gîah, in 
the way of tbe wildemess of Gibeon ^ but far be it from me 
to spill thy remainihg drops of blood, True it is thou art tbe 
captive of my sword and of my spear; nevertheless, seeing 
that there may be a turning fvom thine evil ways, and a return* 
ing to those which are good, if the Lord enlarge thy date for 
repentance and amendment, wherefore should it be shortened 
by a poor sinful mortal, who îs, speaking truly, but thy fello\r; 
worm?" 

Sir Henry Lee remained still confu'sed, ftnd unable to an- 
swer, wben there arrîved a fourtb person, whom the cries of 
Alice had summooed to tbe spot. This was Joceline Jotiffe, 
f>ne of the under-keepers of tne walk, who, seeing how mat- 
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lers, stood braiidished bis qu^irter-etail^ a vreapon from wbich he 
never parted, aod having made it descrîbcthe figure of eigbt 
in a flourisb through the air, woiild bave brotigbt it dowQ ivitb 
vengeance upon tbe bead of tbe steward, bad oot Sir Heory 
îoterposed. 

" We roust trail bats now, Jocelioe-*^ur lime of shouldering 
tliem is passed. It skills oot striviog agaiost the bill — tbe de- 
vil mies tbe roast, and makes our slaves our tutors.'^ 

Ât tbis moment anotber auxiliary rUobed ont of tbe thicket 
to tbe knigbt's assistance. It was tbe large wolf-dog, in strengtli 
a mastilT, in form and almost in fleetness a greyboiind^ wbicb 
wé bave aireadj meotioned. Bevis was the noblest of tbe 
kiod wbich ever pulled down a stag, tawnT-coIoured iike a 
lioo, witb a black inuzzle.and black feet, just edged witb a iine 
of irhitc round the toes. He was as tractable as he was strong* 
and bold. Just as be was about to rush upon tbe soldier, tbe 
words ** Peace, Bevis !^ from Sir Henry, convcrled the lion în- 
to a lamb, and, instead of pulling the soldi^r down,, be walked 
round and round, and snufifed, as if usîng ail his sagacity io 
discoTer wbo the strafiger could be, towards whom, thou'gb of 
80 questlonable an appearance, hc was enjoîned iorbearaoce. 
Apparently be. waç satisfied, be laid aside bis doublful and 
threatcning démonstrations, lowered bis ears, smoothed down 
his bristles, and wagged bis taîL 

Sir Henry, wbo bad great respect for the sagacity of his 
favonrite, said in a low votée to Alice, '^ Bevis is of thy opin- 
ion, and counsels submission. There is tbe* fioger of Hea vcn in 
this to punisb tbe prîde, ever the fanltof our house. — Friend," 
he coQtinued, addressiug tbe soldier, "^ thou hast given the 
finishiog-touch to a lesson, whicb ten years of constant miafor- 
tiioe bave been unabie fuliy |o tèach me. Thou hast distinctly 
shown me theiblly of tbinkiog thata good cauaecau strengtben 
a weak arm. God forgive me for the tbought, but I could al- 
most turn infîdel, and belle ve that Heaven^s blessing goes ever 
witb tbe longes! swonl; but it wiil not be always thus. Ood 
knows his time. — Reacb me my Toledo, Joceline, yonder ît 
lies; and the scabbard^ see^wliere it liangs on tbe tree. — Do 
oot pull at my cloak, Alice, and look so miscrably frightened; 
I sblall be in no burry to betake me'to brigbt steel again, I pro- 
mise thee. — For thee, good fellow, I thank tbee, and wiil make 
7ay for thy masters without fartber dispute or ceremony. Jo- 
celine JoliiTe is nearer thy degree tban I am, and wlU make 
surrender to thee of tbe Lodge and bonsebold stii(E Wiihhold 
jQotbinff, JoUffe — let tbçra bave ail. -For me I irtttncvcr cross 

C 



|26~ ' WOODSTOCK. i 

thjB threshold àgaita-^but where to resi for a nJcbt? I vould^ 
trouble no one ia Woodstock-^hum — Sij — H shaO be so* ABce** 
and r, Joceline, will go down to thj bat by RosainoQd't well ; 
ife viil borrow the fihelter of thy roof for one oight at least; 
thon wilt give us welcome, wilt tbou not ? — How now-^a ckmd- 
ed bfow ?" 

Joceline certainly looked erobarrassed, dvected firsl a glance 
to Alice, tben looked to He^ven, tbeo to eartb, and last to the 
four quarters of the horizon, and then murmured out, '* Cer- 
tainly — without que9tion-^might he but run dovn to put the 
house in order." 

** Order enough— order enough-^or those tbat may soon be 
glad of.clean straw in a barn,'' laid the knight^ but if tbou 
^ hast an ill will to harbour any obnoxious or maiignant persoDs, 
' SIS the phrase goes, never shame to speak it out, man. 'Tit true 
I took thee up when tlieu irert but a ragged Robin, and made 
a keeper of thee, and so fortb.— What of tbat? Saiîors think 
no longer of the wind tban when it fom-ards thero on the voy- 
age— Uiy betters tum with the tide, why should not sucb a 
poor knave as thou ?" 

*'Ood pardon your bonour for your harsh judgment," said 
Jolîfie, *' The hut is yours, such as it is, and s1k>uU be vrere 
it a Idng^s palace, as I irish it vere even for your honour's sake, 
and Mistress Alice— oely I could wbh your honour vouM con- 
descend to let me 8tep down before, in case any nei^hbour be 
there— or-^r— just to put matters something kito order for 
Mistress Alice and your honour — just to make things some- 
thing seemiy ^ûd shapely/' 

^'Nota whit necessary/' said the knight^whîle Alice had 
much trouble in concealing her agitation. *'l( thy matters are 
unseemly, they are fitter for a defeated knight — îf they are un- 
shapely, why^the liker to the rest of a world, which is ail un- 
shaped. Go thoq with that man. — What îs thy name, friend ?" 

« Joseph Tomkins is my name in the flesby'* said the steward. 
<^ Men call me Honest Joe, and<trusty Tomkins." 

'' If thou hast deserved such names^'considering what trade 
thou hast driven, thou art a jewel iadeed/'said the knight, '^yet 
if thou hast not, never blush for the matter, Joseph, for if thou 
art not in û>utb bonest, thou hast ail the better chance to keep the 
famé of it — the title and the thing itself hâve long walked 
separate ways, Farewell to thee, — and fareweli to fair Wood- 
stock ?'* ' 

So saying, the old knight turned round, and pulling bis daugb« 
ter's arm through bis owii,.^ey walked onward into the forest, 
in the same posture in which they were introduced to the reader. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Now, ye wild bladei, that make loose iaiM your 8ta;e, 

To Tapour for the acts of this sad âge,. 

Siottt EdgehiU figlit, the Newberries and the West, 
, And northren clasbef, where jou stUl fought beat ; 

Your strange escaptt, your dangers Toid of fear, 

When bulleti flew between the bead'and ear, 
^ Whether you foaji^bt by Damme or the Spirit, 

Of you I speak. — Legend of Captmn Jon^s. 

JosxpH ToMKiNs and Joiiffe the keeper remaineâ for sometime 
in silence, as they stood together looking along the path in which 
the figures of the knight of Ditchley and pretty Mistress Alice 
had dîsappeared behind the trees. They tben gazed on each 
other in doubt, as men who scarce knew whether they stood 
on hostile or on friendiy ternis together, and were at a loss how* 
to open a conversation. They heard the knight's whistle sum- 
mon Bevis ; but though the good hound iurned bis head and 
pricked bis ears at the Sound, yet he did not obey the call| but 
continued to snuff arôund Joseph Tomkin's cloak. 

^ Thou art a rare one, I fear me — " said the keeper, looking 
to his new acquaintance. '^ I bave lieard of m^o who bave 
chariùs to steal both dogs and deer." 

'' Trouble thyself not about nij^qùaHties, friend," said Joseph 
Tomkins^ '^ but bethînk tfaee of âoing thy master's bidding.'' 

Joceline did not immediately answer, but at length, as if in sign 
of truce, stuck the end of his quarternstaff upright in the ground, 
and leaned upon it as he said gruffly^ — ^' So, my tough old knight 
and you were at dr awn bilbo, by way of afternoon service, sir 
preacher — Well for you I came not up till ihe blades were done 
jingUng, or 1 had rung even-song upon your pate.'^ 

The Independent smiled 'grimly as he replied, << Nay, friend, 
it is well for thyself, for never should sexton bave been better 
paid for the knell he toUed. JVevertheless^ why should there be 
war betwixt us, or my4iand be against thine ? Thou art but a 
poor knave, doing thy master's order, ixor hâve I any désire that 
my own blood or thine should be shed touching this matter. — 
Thou art, I understand, to give me peaceful possession of the 
Palace of Woodstock, so called — théugh there js now no palace 
in Encland, no, nor shall be in the days that corne after, until 
we shall enter the palace of the New Jérusalem, and the reign of 
the saints shall commence on earth." 

<< Pretty well begun already, friend Tomkins," said the keep- 
er; '< you are little short of beîngkings already upon the matter 
as it now stands ; and for your Jérusalem I wot not, but Wood- 
stock î» a pretty nest-egg to begin with. — Well, will you shog- 
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will you on — wlll y ou take sasine and livery ? — You heard my 
orderg.'' 

<< Umph — I know not," sfiîd Tomkins. *' I must beware of 
ambuscades, and ' I am alone bere. Morecver, ît is the High 
Thanksgivîng appointed by Parliament, and owned to by the 
army — also the çl4 man and the young woman may want to re- 
cover some of tfieir clolbes and personal property^and I would 
not that they were baulked on my account. Wberefore, K thou 
wîlt deliver me possession to-morrow morning, it shall be done 
In personal présence of my own followers, and of the l^reabyte- 
lîan man the Mayor, so that the transfer may be made before 
witnesses ; whereas, were tfaere none with us but thou to deli- 
ver^ and I to take possession, the men of Belial mîght say, Go to, 
Trusty Tomkins hath been an Edomite — Honest Joe hath been 
as an lshmaelite,rising up early and dividing bis spoil with tfaem 
that served the Man — ^yea, they that wore beards and green jer- 
kinSy as in remembrance of the Mom and. of his govemment." 

Joceline fixed his keen dark eyes upon the soldier as he spoke, 
as if in design to discover whether there was fair play in his 
mind or not. He then applied hb five fingers to scratch a large 
shock head of hair, as if that opération was necessary to enable 
hira to cbme to a conclusion. '^ This is ail fair sounding, brother/' 
said he ; ^^ bat 1 tell you plafmly, there are some silver mugsj and 
platters, and âagons, and so fbrth^in yonder bouse, which bave 
survived the gênerai sweep that sent ail our plate to the smelting- 
pot, to put otir knight's troop on horseback. Now, if thou 
takest not thèse off my hand, I may come to trouble, sinee it 
may be thoùght I bave mînjshed their numbers ^:— MThereas, I 
being as honest a fellow— *-'' 

** As ever stole venison," said Tomkins — ** nay, I do owe 
thee an interruption." 

" Go to, then," replied the keeper ; " if a stag may hâve 
come to raîschance in my walk, it was no way in the course of 
disbonesty, but merely to keep my old dame's pan from rusting 5 
but for silver porringers, tankards,and such like, I would as soon 
hâve drunk the melted silver as stolen the vessel made outof it. 
Sp that I would not wish blâme or suspicion fell on me in this 
matter. And therefore, if you will .bave the things rendered 
even now, why so— and if not, hold me blameless." 

'* Ay, truly ?" said Tomkins ; <' and who is to hold me blâme- 

less if they should see cause to think any thing minished ? Not 

'he right worshipful Commissioners, to whom the property of 

le estate is as their own 3 therefore, as thou sayest, we must 

alk warily in thé matter. To lock up the bouse and leave it, 

ère but the work of simple pn(fe. What say'st thou to spend 
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tbe nîght there, and then notbing can be toticbed witbout the 
knowledge of us botb ?" 

^' Why, conceriiing tbat/' answered the keeper^ ^* I shoald be 
at mj but to make matters somewhat conifortable for bim and 
Mistress AJice, for my old dame Jean is sometbîng danny^ and 
will scarce know bow to manage — and yet to speak trutb^ 
by the maâs I would ratber not seé Sir Henry to-iûght, sînce 
what has happened to-day hatb roased bis spleen^ and it is a per- 
adventure be may bave met sometbing at tbe but wbicb will 
scarce tend to cool it.'' 

'^ It is a pity/' saîd Tomkins, *^ that being a gentleman of 
sttch grave and goôdly présence, be should be sucb a m alignant 
cavalier, and tbat be sboold, like tbe rest of tbat génération of 
vipers, bave clotbed bimself witb curses as wîtb a garment." 

^^ Wbicb is as mucb as to say, the tougb old knigbt hatb a ha- 
bit of swearîng/' said tbe keeper, grinning at a pun, wbicb bas 
beeo repeated since bis time ; '^ but who can help it ? it cornes 
of use and wont. Were you now, in your bodily self, to Hght 
suddenly on a Maypofe, with ail the blithe raorris-dancers pran- 
cîng around it to the nierry pipe and tabor, wi(h bells jingling, 
ribbons flutterîng, lads frisking, and laughing lasses leaping tîH 
you might see wbere the scarlet garter fastened the ligbt blue 
hose, I think some feeling, resembling either naturel ^ociality or 
old use and wont, would get the tetter,. friend, even of thy gra- 
vity, and thou woald'st âing thy cuckoldy steeple-hat one way, 
and that blood-thirsty longrsword another, and trip like tbe noo* 
dles of Hogs-Norton, when the pigs play on the organ." 

Tbe' Independent thrned fiercely round en the keeper, and 
replied, ^^How now, Mr. Green Jerkin ? what language is this 
to oae whose band is at the plough ? I advise thee to put curb 
on thy tongue, lest thy ribs pay the forfeit." 

" Nay, do not take the hîgh tone with me, brother," answered 
Joceline ; ^' remember thou hast not the old knigbt of sirxty-five 
to deal with, but a fello w as bitter and prompt as thyself — it may 
be a littie more so — ^younger at ail events — and pHtbee, why 
shouldst thou take sucb umbrage at a Maypole ? I would thou 
hadst known one Phil Hazeldme of thèse parts — He \^as tbe 
bes^morris-dancer betwixt Oxford and Burford." 

'^ Tbe more sbame to bim," answered the Independent ; ^ and 
I trust he bas seen the error of his ways, and made biraself (as, 
if a man of aotion, be easily might) fit fbr better company than 
wdod-hunters, deer-stealers, M aM Marions, swash-bucklers, de- 
boshed revellers, bloody brawlers, raaskers artd mummers, lewd 
men and ligbt women, fools and fiddlers, and camal self-pleasers • 
ofevery description.^ 

C2 
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*^ Well/' replied tbe keeper, <^ you are out of breath in time 
for bere we stand before the famous M aypole of Woodstock." 

Tbey paased in an open space of meadow-land, beautifuUy 
skirted by large oaks and sycamores, one of wbich, as king of 
the forest, stood a little detached from the rest, as if scoroing 
the vicinity of any rival. It was scathed and gnarled in the 
branches, but the immense trunk stiU showed to what gigantic 
sîze the monarch of the forest can attain in the groves of merry 
£ngkind. 

<< That is called the King's Oak," said Joceline ; " the oldest 
men of Woodstock know not fao^old it is; they say Henry 
used to sit under it with fair Rosamond, and see the lasses dance, 
and the laiis of the village run races, and Vrestle for beltn or 
bonnets.'' 

" I nothing doubt ît, friend," said Tomkins ; " a tyrant, and 
a harlot, were fitting patron and patroness for such vanities." . 

" Thoa may 'st say thy say, friend," replied the keeper, ** so 
thou lettest me say mine. There stands the Maypole,. as thou 
seest, half a âight-shot from the King's Oak, in the midst of the 
meadow. The Kinjg gave ten shillings from the customs of 
Woodstock to make a new one yearly, besides a tree fitted for 
the purpose out of the forest. Now it is warped and withered, 
and twisted like a wasted briar-rod. The green, too, tised to be 
close-shaved, and rblled till it was smooth as a velvet mantle— * 
nonr it is rough and overgrown." 

^^ Weli, well, friend Joceline," said the Independent, ^^ but 
where .was the édification of ail this ? — what use of doctrine 
could be derived from a pipe and tabor ? or was there ever aught 
like wisdom in a bagpipe ?" 

^' Xou may ask better scholars that," said Joceline ; ^^ but 
methinks men cannot be always grave, and with the hat over 
th^ir brow. A young maiden will laugh as a tender âower will 
blow*— ay, and a lad will like her the better for it; just as the 
same blithe spring that makes the young birds whistle, bids the 
blithefawn skip. There hâve corne worse days since tbe jolly 
old times hâve gone by ; — I tell thee, that in the holidays which 
you, Mr. ^ongsword, hâve put down, I bave seen this green-^ 
sward alive with merry maidens and manly fellows. The good 
old rector himself thought it was no sin to come for a while and 
look oti, and his goodly cassock and scarf kept us ail in good 
prder, and taught us to limît our mirth within the bounds ordis» 
cretion. We might, it may be, crack a broad jest, or pledge a 
friendly cup a tum too often, but it was in mirth and good neighv 
bourhood. — Ay, and if there was a bout at single stick, or a 
belly-full of bozing, it was ail for love. and kindness; and better 
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a îew dry blows In drink, than the* bloody tloings we Irove had 
in sober earnest, since tbe presbytères cap got above the bishop's 
mitre, and we excbanged our goodly rectors and leamed 
. doctors, whose sermons were ail bolstered up witb as moeh 
Greek and Latin as might bave confounded the devU himself, 
for weavers and coblers, and siich other paipît volunteers, as — 
as we heard this morning — It wîU out.'' 

^^ Well, friend/' said the Indépendant, witb patience scarce 
to bave been ezpected, '^ I qaarrel not witb tfaee for nauseatîng 
my doctrine. If thine ear is so mach tickled witb tabor tunes 
and morris tripping, traly ît is not likely thou shoald'st find 
pleasant savour in more whoiesome and sober food.— -But Jet us 
to the Lodge, tbat we may go about our business Ibère before 
the sun sets." 

^^ Troth, and that may be advisable for more reasons than 
one," said tbe keeper, ^^-for there bave been taies about the 
Lodge which bave made men afeard to barbour there after 
nightfall." 

<< Were not yon old knight, and yonder damsel bis daughter, 
wont to'dwell there ?" said the Independent. '' My informa-* 
tion said so." 

" Ay, truly did they," said Jocelîne 5 " and when they kept 
a jolly household, ail weot well enough ; for nothing banisbes 
fear like good aie. But after the best of our men went to the 
wars, and were slain at Naseby âight, they who were left found 
the Lodge more lonesome, and the old knîght bas been much 
deserted of bis servants : — marry, it might be, that he bas lack* 
ed silver of late to pay groom and lackey." 

^' A potential reason for the diminution of a housebold," said 
tiie soldier. . 

" Right, sir, even so," replied the keeper. " They spoke 
of steps in the great gallery, heard by dead of the night,^nd 
voices that whispered at noon in tbematted chambers ; and thé 
' servants pretended tbat thèse thipgs scared them away ^ but in 
my poor judgment, when Martinmas and Wbitsuntîde camé 
round without a penny*>fee, the old blue-bottles of serving-men 
began to thînk of creeping elsewhere before the frost cbilled 
them — No devil so frightful as that which dances in the pocket 
where there is no cross to keép bim out.'V 

" You were reduced, then, to a petty household ?" said thcL 
Independentr 

" Aye, marry, were we," said Joceline ; " but we kept 
some half-score together, what witb blue»bottles in the X'Odge, 
what witb green caterpillarsjof the chase,like him who u youris 
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to tommaûd ; we stock together till we found a call to take a 
morning's ride soinewhere or other." 

** To tbe town of • Worciester," said the soldier, ^ where 
you were cniriied like Verniin and palkner worms, as you are." 

<< Y<m nay say yoor pleasure,'' reptied the kdepér ; ** 111 
never conthidict a man who has got my head under bis belt. 
Our backs are at the wall, or yoa woald not be hère." - 

<< Nay, friend/' said thé Indepeodent, " thou riskest nothmg 
by thy freedom àad triïst in me. I cab be ban camarado to a 
good soldier, althoueii I bàtè striven #itb hirii eventothe going 
dowiT of tbe sUû-^mit bere we are in front of the Lodge." 

They stood accordingly in front of the old Gothic building, 
irregularly constracted, and at différent times, as the humoar of 
the £nglish raonarchs led them to taste the.pleasures of Wood- 
stock Chase, and to make such iniprovenients for their own ac- 
commodations as the increasing loxury of each âge required. 
The oHlest part of the structure had been named by tradition 
Fair Rosamond's Tower; ît was a small turret of great heigbt, 
with narrow Windows, and t^alis of massive thickness. The 
tower had no opening to tbe ground, or means of descending, a 
great part of the lower portion being solid mason-work. It 
was traditionally said to bave been accessible only by a sort of 
small drawbridge, which might be dropped at pleasure from a 
little portai near the summit of the turret, to the battlements of 
another tower of the same construction, but twenty feet lower, 
and containing only a wlnding stair-case, called in Woodstock 
Love's Ladder ; tiecause it is said tfaat by ascending this stair- 
case, to the top of the tower, and then making use of the dVaw- 
bridge, Henry obtained access to the chamber of bis paramour. 

This tradition had been keenly impugned by Dr. Rochecliffe, 
the former rector of Woodstock, who insisted, that what was 
called Rosamonds's Tower, wàs merely an interior keep, or 
citadel, to which the lord or warden of tbe castle might retreat, 
when other points of safety fàiled hîm ; ànd either protract bis 
defence, or, at the worêt, stipulate for reasonable terms of sur* 
render. The people of Woodstock, jealous of their ancient 
traditions, did not felish this new mode of explaining them 
away; and it is even said, that the Mayor, whom wéhaveal* 
ready introduced, became Presbyterian, in revenge of the 
doubts cast by the rector upon thw important subject, ra^her 
choosing to give up the Liturgy than bis fixed belîef in Rosa- 
mondes Tower, stnd Lovées Ladder. 

The rest^ thé Lodge was of considérable extent, and of dif- 
ferefit âges ; comprehending a nest of little courts, surrounded 
by buildiiigs which corresponded with each other, sometimes 
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within-doorS) sometimes by crossing the courts, and frequeolJy 
in both ways. The différent heîghts of the huildiog aonounced 
that they could only be çonnected by the usual variety of tuîr- 
cases, wbich exerciged the llmbs of our aocestors iif the sixteeoth 
and eartier centuries, and seem sometimes to hâve been con- 
trived for no other purpose. 

The varied and multiplied fronts ofthis irregular building 
werCj as Dr. Rocbecliffe was wont to say, an absolute banquet 
to the architectural antiquary^ as they certainly contained spe* 
cimens of every style which existed from the pure Norman of 
Henry of Anjou, down to the composite half Gotbic, half clas- 
sical architecture, of Eiizabeth and her successor. Acoording- 
)y the rector was himself as much enamoured of Woodstock as 
ever was Henry of Fair Rosamond ; and as his intimacy with 
Sir Henry Lee permitted him entrance at ail times to the Royal 
Lodge, he uscd to spend whole days in wandering about the 
antique apartments, examining, measuring, studying, and find- 
ing out excellent reasons for architectural peculiarities, which 
probably only owed their existence to the freakish fancy of a 
Gothic artist. But the old antiquarian had been expelled from 
his.living by the intolérance and troubles of the times, and his 
successor, Nehemiah Holdenough, would bave coii3Îdered an 
elaborate investigation of the profane sculpture and architecture 
of blinded and blood-thirsty-Papists, together with the history 
o( thé dissolute amours of old Norman monarchs, as little better 
than a bowing down before the calves of Bethel, and a drink-' 
ing of the cùp of abominations — We return to the course of our 
story. 

<< There is," said the Independent Tomkins, aller he had 
parefully perused ttie front of the building, '^ many a rare mon- 
ument of olden wickedness about this miscalled Royal Lodge ; 
verîly, I shall rejoice much to see the same destroyed, yea^ 
burned tb ashes, and the ashes thrown into the brook Kedron, 
or any other brook, that the land may be cl^ansed from the 
memory thereof, neither remember the iniqulty wifh which their 
fathers hâve sinned." 

Th« keeper heard him with secret indignation, and began to 
consider with himself, whether, as they stood but one to one, 
and without chance of speedy interférence, he was not called 
upon, by his officiai duty, to castigate the rebel whoused lan- 
guage so defamatory. But he fortunately recoUected, that the 
sitife must be a doubtful one-*-that the advantage of arms was 
against him'— and that, in especial. even if he sbould succeed in 
the combat, it would be at. tb||4||k of severe retaKation. It 
must be owned, too, that tberç/ \Vik sometbing about the Inde« 
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pendent ^so d«rk and mysterious, so grim and grave, thaï the 
inore'^|>en spirit of the keeper felt oppressed^ and, if noC over- 
awedy.at least kept in doubt concerning him ; and he thought it 
wisest, as well as safest, for hîs master and himself, to ayoid ail 
«abjects of dispute, and know better with whom he was dealing, 
before he niade either friend or enemy of him. 

' The great gâte of the Lodge was strongly bolted, but the 
wicket opened on Joceline's raising the latch. There was a 
short passage of ten feet, which had been fo^merly closed by a 
portculiis at the inner end, while three ' lo'op-hoies opened on 
either side, through which any d%ring intruder might be annoy- 
ed, who, having surprised tbe fïrst gâte, must be thus exposed 
to a severe fire before he could force the second. But the ma- 
chinery of the portculiis was damaged, and it now remained a 
fixture, brandiâhing its jaw, well furnished with iron fangs, but 
incapable of dropping it aeross the path of invasion. 

The way, therefore, lay open to the great hall, or outer ves- 
tibule of the Lodge. One end of this long and dusky apar^ 
ment was entirely occilpied by a gâllery, which had in ancient 

• limes served to accommodate the musrcians and minstrels. 
There was a clumsy statr-case at either side of it, composed of 
entire logï of a foot square ; and in éach angle of the ascent 
was placed, by way of sentinel, the figure of a Norman foot- 
soldler, having aii open casque on bis head, which displayed 
fêàtures as stern as the painter's genius could devise. Their^ 
arms were btiff-jackets, or shirts of mail, round bucklers, with 
spikes in the centre, and buskins, which edorned and defet^led 
the feet and ancles, but left the knees bare. Thèse wooden 
warders held great swords, or maces, in their hands, like mili- 
tary guards on duty. Many an empty hook and brace, along 
the walls of the gloomy apartment, marked the spOts from which 
arms, long perserved as trophies, had been, in the pressure of 
the war, once more taken down to do service in the field, like 
vétérans whom extremity of danger recals to baille. On other 
rusty fasteîiings were still displayed the hunting trophies of the 
monarchs to whom the Lodge belonged, and of the sylvan 
knights to-whose care it had been frôm time to lime confided. 

At the «iher end of the hall, a huge, heavy, stoné wronght 
chimney-pîece, projected îtself ten feet from the wall, adorn- 

^ ed with many a cyphér, and many a scutcheon of thé Royal 
House of England. In its présent state, it yawned like the 
arched mooth of a funèral vault, or perhaps might be com- 
pared to the crateî* of an ex;tinffuished volcano. But the sa- 
ble complexion of the massive^tone-work, and ail around il, 
showed that the time had peen when it sent its huge fires blaz- 
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îngap the hoge chinmey, besid^s puffiDgmany À volume of 
siQoke o\er the heads of the jovial guests^ whose royally or no* 
bility dîd not render them sénsitive enough to'*quarrel with such 
slight inconventence.' On thèse occasions^ it was the tradition 
of the house, that two cart-loads of wood was the r^tilar allow* 
ance for the fire between ndon and curfew, and the andirons, 
or dogSy as tbey . were termed, constructecl for retainûig the 
blazing fire-wood on the hearth, were wrought in the shape of 
lions of 'suich gigantic sise^ as might well warrant the leg^nd. 
There were long seats of stone within the chimney, where^ in 
despite of the tremendous beat, monarchs were sooaetlmes said 
to bave tal^en their station , and amused themaelvea with broil- 
ing the umbles^ or dowsets^ of the deer, upon the glowing em- 
bers, with their own royai bands. Tradition was bere also 
ready with her record^ to show what merry gibes, such as might 
be ezchanged between prÎQce and peer, bad flown about at the 
inerry banquet which followed the Michselmas hunt. She could 
teil too, exactly, wbere King Stepben sat when he darned his 
own princely hose^ and of tbe odd tricks he bad put upon liltle 
Winkin^ the tailor of Woodstock. 

Most of tbis rude reveiry belonged to the Plantagenet tiœes. 
When the bouse of Tudor acceded to the tbrone, tbey were 
more chary of their royal présence, and feasted in halls and 
chambersfar witbinyabandoningtbeoutaiost hall tothe yeoman 
of the guard^ who mounted their watch there, and passed aWay 
tbe nîght with wassail and mirtb, exchanged sometimes for 
frightful taies of apparitions and sorceries, which made some 
of f hose grow pale, in whose ears the trumpet of a French foe- 
man would bave sounded as joUily as asummons/to the wood- 
land ehase. 

Joceline poipted outthe peculiarities of the place to his gloooiy 
companion more brieây than we bave detailed them to the 
reader. The Independent seemed to listen with some interest 
al first, but, fliuging itsuddenly aside, he said, in asolemn tone, 
^'Perish Babylon, as thy master Nebuchadnezzar hath perished! 
He is a wanderer, and thou shalt be a waste plate-— yea^ and a 
wildernesswyea, a desart of itoh, in which âiere shall be thirst 
and famine." . ^ 

" There îs like to be enough of both to-n*.ght," aaid J«celine, 
" unless the good knigbt'a larder be somewbat fuller than ii is 

won t." ^ 

« We must carc for the creature-comforts," said the Inde- ' 
pendent, " but în due season, when our duties are done, — 
Whîther lead thèse entrances ?" 

« That to the right," replied the keeper, "leads to what are 



gg WOOBSTOCK. 

cali^ the 6tiEte4ipaitmeiit8, not used since the year sixteen Kun- 
dred and thîrty-ninei when his blessed majesty— — — " 

*^HoWf sir/^ internipted the Tndepeodenty in a voice of thun- 
der, ^ désjL thou speak of Charles Stewart as blessing^ or bless- 
ed ?— -beware the proclamation to that effect.'' 
' ^^ I meant no harm," answered thekeeper, suppressing his 
' disposition to make a harsher reply. ^^ My business is wiih 
bolts and bocks, not with titles and state affairs. But yet, what- 
ever may bave happened since, that poor King was followed 
with blessîngs enough from Woodstock, for he left a glovefoll of 
broad pièces for the poor of the place — i— " 

" Peace, friend," said the Independent ; ^^ I will think thee 
else one of those besotted and blinded Papists, who hold that 
bestowing of alms is an atonement and washing away of the 
wrongs and oppressions ivhich hâve been wrought by-tbe alnis- 
givèr. Thou sayest, then, thèse were the apartments of Ciiarles 
Stuart ?*' 

'^ And of his father, James, before him, and Elizabeth before 
Mmf and. bluff king Henry, who builded that wing, before tliem 
alL" 
*^ And there, I suppibse, the knîght and fais daughter dwelt ?" 
"No," replied Joceline; "Sir Henry Lee had too much 
révérence for — for things whïch are now thought worth no re- *" 
verance at ail — Besides, the state-rooms are anaired, and in in- 
diffèrent order since of late years. The Knight Rangeras aparf- 
ment lies by that passage to the left." 

" And whither goes yonder stair which seems both lead up - 
wards and downwards ?" 

" Upwards," replied the keeper, " it leads to many apart- 
ments, used for varions purposes, of sleeping, and other accom- 
modation. Downwards, to the kitchen, offices, and vaults of 
the castle, which, at this time of the evening, you cannot see 
WJthout lights." 

" We will to the apartments of your knight, then," said the 
Independent. " Is there lîtting accommodation there ?" 

" Such as lias served a person of condition, wbose lodging is 
now worse appointed," answered the honest keeper, his bile 
rismg so fast that he added, in a muttering and inaudible tone, 
" so it may well serve a crop-eared knave ISke thee." 

fie acted as the usber, howev«r, and led on towards the ran^ 
ger's apartments. 

Thb «oite opened by a «hort passage from tlie hall, secured 

at time of need by two oaken doors, which could be fastened by 

rge bars of the same, that were drawn out of the wall, and en- 

"ed in^ si^uare ho}es contrived for their réception on the other 
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side o( tbe po^al. At the en4 of tbîg passage^ a small anti-room 
received them, into which opened the sitting àpartment of the 
gQod knight— which, in the style of the tieiesy might bave been 
termed a lair summer parlour, lighted by two oriel Windows, so 
placed as to command each of them a separate avenoe, leading 
distant and deep down into the forest. Thé prinetpaj ornament 
oftbeapartatenty besides two or tfaree famiîy portraits of less 
ioterest) was a tall faU-iengtb picture, which hung above the 
chimney-piece, which, like that ïn tbe hall, was of heavy stone 
work, ornamented with càrved scutcheons, e|Q))laaoned wîth 
varîous déviées* The portrait was that of a man about fifi^ 
yearsof âge, in complète plate armour, and painted in the harsti 
and dry manner of HolbeiR'— probably, indeed, the work of that 
artist, as the dates corres(}onded. The formai and marked an- 
gles^ points, and projecttoiis of the armour, were a good sabject 
for ihe harsh pèncil of that early scbooL The face of the knight 
was,''from the fading of the colours, pale and dim, like that of 
some being fiom the other world, yet the linçs expressed forcible 
pride and exultation. He pointèd with his leading staff or 
truncheonto the bâck ground, whére,în such perspective as the 
artis^ possessed, were deplcted the remains of a burning church, 
or uionastery, and four or five soldiers, in red cassocks, bearing 
away in trinmph what seemed a hrazen font or laven Above 
their heads might be traced in scroU, '^ Lee Victor sic volait," 
Right opposite to the pfctnre hnng, in a niche in the wall, a 
complète set oftiUing armour, the black and gold colours, and 
omaments of whicb, exact ly cprresponded with those exhibited 
in the portrait. 

The picture was one of those which, fr0m something marked 
in thé featores' and expression, attract the observation even of 
{hose who are ignorant of art. The. Independent looked at it 
until a sraile passed transiently over his clouded hrow. Wheth- 
tfr he'smiled to see the grim old cavalier employed in desecra- 
tîng a religious house — (an occupation much conforming to the 
practice of his own sect) — whether he smiled in contempt of the 
old painter's harsh and dry mode of working — or whether the 
sight of this remarkable portrait revived some otjier ideas, the 
under-keeper could not décide. 

The smile passed away in an instant, as the soîdier looked 
to the oriel Windows. The recesses within them were raised a 
step or twd from the wall. In one was placed a walnut-tree k 
reading-desk, and a huge stuffed arm-chair, covered with Span- 
ish leather. A little cabinet stood beside, with some of ils shut- 
tles and drawers open, displaying hawks-bells, dog-whisdes, 
instruments for trimming a falcons's feathers, bridle-bits of va- 

' D 
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rious coQstrucUoQs, and other trifles conoecfed with syivan 

sport. ^ 

The other little recess was dîfil&reotly Airnished. There lay 
some articles of needle-work on a small table, besîdes a hite, 
with a hook having some airs pricked dowa in it, and a frame 
for working embrotdery. Some tapestry was displayed around 
the recess, with more attention to omament than was visible in 
the rest of the apartment ; the arrangement of a few bow*pots, 
with such flowers as the fading season afforded, showed also the 
superintendeûce çf female tuste. 

Tomkins cast an eye of careless regard upon thèse sobjects 
, of female occupation, then stepped into the farUier window, and 
began to tum the 4eaves of a folio, whidi lay open on the read* 
ing-desky apparently with some inierest. Joceline, who hadde* 
termined to watch his motions without interfering with them, 
was standing at some distance in dejected silence, when a door 
behind the tapestry suddenly opened, and a pretty village maid 
tripped ont with a napkin in her hand, as if she had been about 
some4iousehold duty. 

^< How now, Sîr Impadence?'' she said to Joceline, in a «nfart 
tone ; ** what do yon hère prowling about the apartments when 
t|ie master is not at home?" 

But instead of the answer which perhaps she ezpected, Joce« 
^ Une Jolifie cast a mournfui glance towards the soldier Sn the 
oriel window, as if to make what he*saîd fully intelligible, and 
replied with a dejected appearance and voice, '' Alack, my pret*- 
ty Phœbe, there corne tbose hère that bave more right or might 
than any of us, and wîll use little teremony incoraing when they 
will, and staying whill they please." 

He darted another glanée at Tomkins, who still seemed hu* 
. sy with thebook before bim,- then stdled close to tbe astonîshèd 
girl, who had contînued looking alternately at tbe keeper and 
at the stranger, as if she had been unable to undersfcand the 
words of the first, or to comprehend the meaning of the second 
being présent. 

^< Go," whispered Jolifife, approaching his mputh so near her 
cheek, that his breath waved the curls of her batr ; *^ «o my dear^ 
est Phœbe, trip it as fast as a fawn davvn to my lodge — I will 
soon bé there, and—" 

"Your lodge, ideed !" said Phœbe; "you are very bold, 
for a poor killbuck that never frighcened any thing before 
save a dun deer — Vour lodge, indeed ! — I am like to so tbere, 
ï think." . 5 ' 

^'Hueh, hush! Phœbe-^here is no time forjesting. Down 
o my but, I say, like a deer, for the knight ànd Mrs. Alice are 
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both ther e, and I fear wiU not retaro hither agaîn.— ^All's nought^ 
giri — and our evil dajs are corne at last whh a vengeance— -we 
are fairly at bay and faîily himted down.'' 

^^Canthis be, Joceline? said the poor girl, turning tothe 
keeper with an expression of fright in her countenance^ which 
she had hitherto averted4n rural coquetry. 

" As sure, ïay dearest Phœbe, as — : — " ^ ' 

The rest ofrhe asseveration was lostin Phœbe's ear, sc^ 
closely did tbe keeper's lips-af^pruach it; and if ibey approach- 
ed so yery near as to touch her cheek, grief, like impatience, 
halb its privilèges, and poor Pcebe had enough of serious alarm 
to preveni her froiu demurnng upon such a trifle. 

But no trifle was thf approach of Jocdioe's lips to Phœbe's 
pretty though sun-burnt cheek, in the estimation of the Inde* 
pendent, who, a little before the object of Joceline's vigilance, 
had been in his turn the observer of the keeper's demeanour, so 
soon as the interview betwlxt Phoebe and him had become so 
interesting. And when he remarked the closeness of Joce- 
line's allument, he raised his voice to a pitch of harshness that 
would hâve rivalled that of a saw, and which at once made Jo- 
eeline and Phœbe spring six feet apart each in co.ntrary direc- 
tions, and if. Cupid was of the pariy, must hâve sent, him out 
at the window like a wild-duck~ flying from a culverin. In- 
stantly throwing himself into the attitude of a preacher 
and a reprover of vice, ' How now !' he exclaimed, ^ shamâ- 
Icss and impudent a^ you are! — What — chanibering and 
wantoning in our vcry présence !— How — would you play 
yOMr pranks before the steward of the Commissioners of the 
High Court of Parliament, as ye would in a bopth at the ful- 
some fair, or amidst the trappings and tracings of a profane 
dancing-school, where the scoundrel minstrels make the un- 
godly weapnns to sqeak, ^ Kiss and be kind, the fiddler's blind ?' 
— But hère, he said,dealing a perilous thump upon the volume 
— ^ Hère is the King and high priest of those vices and foHies !' 
— Hère is he, whom men of folly profanely call naturels mira- 
cle ! — Hère îs he, whom princes choose for their cabinet-keeper, 
and whommaids of honour take for their bed-fellows ! — Hère is 
the prime teacherof fine words, foppery and folly — Hère?' — 
(dealing another thump upon the volume — and oh i reveredof 
the Roxburghe,i t was the first folio — beloved of the Banaatyne 
it was Hemmlngs and Condel — it was the editio princepi) — * ,0n 
thee,' he contitiued — *on thee, William Shakspeare,! charge 
what'er of such tawless idleness and immodest folly hath defiled 
the4and since thy day." 

'By the mass, a heavy accusation/ said Joçéline, the bold 
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recklessaess of wliose temper coiiid not be loag ovejrawed ^ 
* Odda pitlikios, is our masier's old faToiirîte^Willof Stratford, 
to ansirer for every buss that bas beeu snatcbed fdace Jaœea's 
lime ?-^a perilous reckooin^ trulj — but I woader vbo is spou- 
sible for wbat lads and lasses did before hia day ?^ 

' Scoff not,' said the soldier, ' lesi I, beiag callèd thereto by 
tlie voice withio me, to deal vrilh thee as a scomer. Yerlly I 
say, tbat since the devil fell from Heaven, be never waiited 
agents ou earth; jet aowbere hath be met mih a i^ixard hav^- 
ing such ÎQÛaite power over men's sonis as tbis pestilent fellow 
Shakspeare. Seeks a wife a fotd exaicple for adultery, bere 
she sball âod it — Would a man know how to train bis fellovr 
to be a murderer, bere sball be find tutoriug-— Would a lady 
marry a heathen oegro, sbe sliall bave cbronicled exahipie for 
it-^Would any ose scorn at bis Maker, tie sball be furnished 
ivith a jest in tbis book — ^Would be defy bis brotber in tbe flesb, 
be sball be accommodated witb a cballenge — ^Would 3^011 be 
drutik, Shakspeare will cheer you witb a cup — ^Would you 
plnnge Sn sensuai pleasures, be will sootb you to indulgence, 
as witb the lascivious sounds of a lute. Tbis, l say, tbis book 
is the well-bead and source of ail those evils \^hieb bave ovèr- 
ma tbe I^md like a torrent, making men scofiers» deubters, de- 
niers» murderers, make-bates, and levers of tbe vinepot, haunt- 
ingunclean places, andsittiog longat tbe evening-wine. Âway 
witb bim, away witb him, men of England ! to Topbet with 
fais wicked book, and to tbe vale of Hiimoni witb bis accursed 
bones ! Verily but that our niarch was basty when we passed 
Stratford,ihlhe year 1643, witb Sir William WalJer; but that 
our marcb was basty ' 

* Because Prince Rupert waà after you wîth hîs cavaliers,* 
muttered the incorngible Joceline. 

'I say,' continued the zealous trooper, raising hîs voîce ancî 
extending bis arm — * but that our nuircb was by command hasty, 
and that we turaed not asîde in our riding, closing our ranks 
each one updn the other as becomes men of war, 1 had torn ou 
that day the bociesof that preceptor of vice and debauchery 
from the grave, and gîveo them to ihe next dunghill. I would 
bave roade bis memory a scoff and a hissing !' 

• That is the bîtterest thlng he bas said yet,' observed the 
keeper. * Poor Will would hâve liked the hissing worse thau 
ail the rest.' 

•Will^he gentleman say any raore ?' iuqnired Phœbe iu a 
Tbisper. * Lack-a-day, he talks brave words, if one knew but 
Fbat they meant. But It is a mercy our good knight did'not 
ee bim ruiîle the book at that rate — Mercy ou us, there woidd 
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Cfrtaiulj haye beén bloodshed. But oh the fatker— gèe how 
he 18 twÎBtlog his face about ! — ^la he ill of Ike colk, thÎDk'st 
thou^tJecelioe? Or, may 1 offer him a |;lasBof ttroog watenP 

^ Hark tbee hither, veoch V said the keepcr, ' be ïn butload- 
in(^ his blunderbusB for aoother yolley; and irhile be tdrùs up 
bis eyes, and twists about his face, ^d clenches his fist, aod 
.shuffles and tradsples vith hb feet in tfaat fasfiion, he is bound 
to take DO notice of anj thicg. I would be swero to eut his 
purse, if he bad ooe, from his side, without liis feeliog it.' 

*Iaa ! Jocelioe,' said Phoebe, ' and if he aftddes hère io chb 
turo of times, I dare say the gentleman will be easily served.' 

^ Care not thou about that,' said Jolifie; *but tell mesoftly 
and ha8tily,.what is in the pantrj ?' 

' Smali hoiise-keeping enougb, said Phoebe, *a cold capon aad 
some comfits, and the great standing venison pasty, vith plenty 
of spice — a manchet or two besides, and that is al!.' 

* Well, it wîll serve for a pinch — wrapt thy eloak round thy 
comely body— get a basket and a brace of trenchers ând tow- 
efs, they areheinously impoverisbed down yonder— caity down 
the capon and the manchets — the pasty must abxdc with this 
same soldîer and me, and the pie crust will serve us for bread.* 

' Rarely,' said Phœbe ; ' I made the paste myself — ^it is a^ 
thick as the walls of Fair Rosamond's Tower.' 

' Wliich two pair of jaws would be long in gnawiug through» - 
Work hard as they mîght/ said the keeper. *' But what liquor 
is thcre ?* 

* Only a bottle of Alicant, and one of ssck, with thé* stone 
jug.of strong wateis,' answered Phœbe. - 

'Put. the wine-flasks into thy basket,' s^d Joceline, 'the 
knight must not lack his evcuing draught — and down with 
tbee to the but like a lapwing. There is enough for supper, 
andto-morrow is a new day. — Ha! by héavcn I thought yon- 
der man's cye watched u*— Xo — he onîy rolled it round him 
în a brown study — Deep enough doubtless as they ail are. — 
But d — e him, he must be bottomless if I cannot souod him be- 
fore the nîgbt's out. — HUe tbee away, Piiœbe,' 

But Phœbe was a rural coquette, and, aware that Joceline*s 
situation gave him bo advantage of avenging the challenge ia 
à Atting way, she whispered in his ear, *Do you think our. 
knight's frlend, Shakspeare, really found out ail thèse naughty 
devices the geutleman spoke of ?' 

Off she darted while she spoke, while Jolifie menanced future 
vengeance with his finger, as he muttered, * Go Ihy way Phœbe 
MaVflower, the lightest-footed and lighest-hcartcd wench that 

D2 
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eTer tripped thâ'sodln Woodstock-park ! — Aftèr her Bevîsi and 
bring her safe to oiir master at the hut*' 

The large grey-hound arose like a human servitor who had 
received an order, and foUowed Pbœbe throagh the hall, first 
lickbig her hand to raake her sensible of his présence, and then 
putting himself to a slow trot, so as best to accommodate himself 
to the light pace of her wfaom he convoyed, whom Joceliaehiid 
not extoUed for hetactîvity withoutdae reason. Whîle Phœbe 
and her guardian threadthe forest glades, we retum to the Lodge. 
^ The Independent now seemed to start as if from à rererie. 
^ Is the young woman gone ?' said he. 

^ Ay, marry is she/ said the keeper ; ^ and if your worship 
hath farther commands, y ou must rest contented with maie at- 
tendanee.' 

^ Comniands — umph — I think the damsel might bave tarried 
for another exhortation/ said the soldier — ' truly, J profess my 
mind was much inclined tonrard her for her édification.' 

^ Oh, sir,' replied Jolifïe, ^she will be at.church next Sunday, 
and if your military révérence îs pleased again to boldforth 
among us, she will hâve use of the doctrine with the rest. But 
young mai^ens pf thèse parts hear no private homilies — And 
what is now your pleasure? Will you look at the other rooms, 
and at the few plate articles which hâve been left?' 

^Umph — no,' said the Independent — ' it wears late and gets 
dark — thou ha^t the means of giving us beds, Triend P^ 

* Better you never slept in,' replied the keeper. 

^^ And wood for a fire^ and a light, and some small pittance of 
creature-comforts for relreshment of the outward man ?' contipu- 
ed the soldier. 

* Without doubl,' replied the keeper, displaying a prudent 
anxiety to gratify this important personage. 

. In a fen^ minutes a great standing candlestlck was placed ou 
an oaken table. The raighty venison basty, adorned with par- 
sley, was placed on the board on a clean napkin ; the stone-bottle 
oj strong waters, with a bîack-jack full of aie, formed comforta- 
ble appendages ; and to this meal sate down in social manner 
the soldier occupy ing a gréât élbow chair, and the keeper, at his 
invitation using the more Jowly accommodation of a stool, at 
the opposite side of the table. Thus agreeably eraployed, our 
history leaves them for the présent. , 
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CHAPTER IV. 



•" Yon patb of ^reeaiward 



Winds ronud by sparrj grot and gay paviliod, 
There is no fiint to gall thy tender foot, 
Tbere*8 rcady 8b«lter from each breeaa, or shower.-* 
But Dnty gaidea not tbat way^-see her staod, 
Witb wand entwined with amaranth, near yon cliffs. 
Oit where she leads thy blood must itaark tby footsteps, 
Oft where she leads thy head mast bear the storm, 
ÀBd thy shnuik fonu endure beat, cold, and hunger ; 
But she will guide tbee np to noble heigbts, 
Which he who gains secms native of tbe iky. 
While earthly things lie stretch'd beneath bis feet, 
DiminishMy shrunk, and ralneless. — 

Anoiiifmoui. 

Thb reader cannot hâve forgotten that after his scuffle witb 
the commonwealth soldîer, Sir Henry Lee, with his daughter 
Âlice^ had departedto take refuge in the hut of the stout keeper 
Jocellne Joliffc. They walked slow, as before, for the old knight 
was at ooce oppressed by perceiving thèse last vestiges of royal- 
ty fall into the handt of republicans, and by the recollectîon of 
his récent defeat. At times he paused, and with his arms fold- 
ed on his bosom, recalled ail the circumstances attending his ex- 
pulsion from a bouse sa long his home. It seemed to him tbat, 
iike the champions of romance of whom he had sometimes 
read, he himself was retiring from the post which it was his 
(Juty to guardy defeated by a Paynim kiiîgbt, for whom the ad 
venture had been reserved by Fate. Alice had her own painful 
subjects o( recollection, nor had the ténor of her last, conversa- 
tion with her father1)een so pleasant as tomake her anxious to re- 
new it until his temper should be more composed ; for, with an 
excellent disposition, and niuch love to his daughter, âge and 
misf«rtunes, whicb of late came thicker and thîcker, had given 
to the good knight's passions a way ward irritability which was 
unknown to his better days» His daughter, and one or two at- 
tached servant^, who still followed his decayed fortunes, soothed 
his frailty as much as possible, and pitied him even while they 
suâered under its efiects. 

It was a long time ère he spoke, and then he referred to an 
incident already noticed. ^ It is strange,' he said, ^that Bevis 
should hâve followed Joceline and that fellow rather than me.' 

< Assure y ourself, sir,* replied Alice, < that his sagacity saw 
in this man a stranger, whom he tbought himself obliged to 
watch circumspectly, and therefore'lie remained with Jocelîne.' 

<Not 80, Alice,' answered Sir Henry 5 * he leâves me because 
my fortunes hâve fled from me. There is a feeling m nature. 
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affectîng even the instinct, as it is called^ of duub animais, wbich 
teaches them to ûy from inisfortone. The very deer thére will 
butt a sick or wounded buck from the herd ; hurt a dog, and the 
wholekennel will fall on him and worry him; fishesderoar 
their own kind when they are wounded with a spear; eut a 
drow's wing, or break hls leg, the ' others will Imfiet it to death.' 
^ That roay be true of the more irrational kinds of animais 
among each other/ said .Alice, ^ for their whole life is well 
nigh a warfare ; but the dog leaves his own race to attach him- 
self to ours ; forsakes, for his master, the company, food, and 
pleasure of his own kind : and stirely the fidelity of such a de^ 
voted and voluntary servant as Bevis hath been in particular, 
^ought not to be lîghtly suspected.' 

*• I am not angry at the dog, Alice ; I am only sorry,' replied 

her father. ^I hâve read, in faithful chronides, that when 

Richard II and Henry of Bolingbroke were at Berkiy Castle, a 

dog of the|same kind deserted the King, whom he always at- 

tended upon,and attached bimself to Henry, whom he then saw 

for tlie first lime. Richard foretold, from the désertion of his fa- 

vourite, his approaching déposition. Thedog wasafterwards kept 

' at Woodstock, and Bevis is said to be of nis breed, which was 

heedfully kept up. What I might foretel of roischief from his de« 

4sertion,l cannot guess, but my mind sssures me it bodes no good.' 

There was a distant rustling among the withered leaves, a 

bouncing or galloping sound on the path, and the favourite dog 

instantly joined his master. 

^ Come into the court, old knave,' said Alice, cheerfully, ^ and 
défend thy character, which is well nigh cndangered by thîs ab- 
sence,' but the dog onty paid her courtesy by^gamboHing around 
them, and instantly plunged back again, as fast as he could 
•scamper. 

' How now, knave r' said the knight ; * thou art too well 
trained, surely, to take up the cbase withont orders.' A minute 
juore showed them Phœbe Mayflower approaching, her light 
pace so little impeded by the burthen which she bore, tbatshe 
joined her master and young mistress just as they arrlved at the 
keeper's h ut, which was the boundary of their journey. Bevis, 
^vho had sfaot a-head to payjhis compliments to Sir Henry his mas^ 
€er had returaed again to his immédiate duty, the escorting Phoe^ 
be, and her cargo of provisions. The whole party stood pre* 
sently assembled before the door of the keeper's but. 

In better times, a substantial stone habitation, ût for the ye(V 

nian-keeper of § royal walk, had adorned. this place. A fait 

^ring gushed oat near the spot, and once traversed 3^rds ao4 

rts, attached to well-built and convenient kennels and mews^ 



But tn some of the skinnishet wliich were eontmon tbroogh the 
wfaole coantry duriag the civil wars, tbis littlesylvan dwelling 
had been atucked and ëefended, stormed and burnt. A deigb- 
hpuring squire^ of tbe parliamentarian side of the question^ 
took ad vantage of Sir Henry Lee's absence, who was tn Charlet's 
, camp, and of the decay of the royal catiseyand had^without 
scruple, carrîed off the hewn stones^and sach building materials 
as the fire left unconsumed, and repaired his own nianor«house 
with them. The yeoman-keeper, therefore, our frîend Joceliae, 
had constructed, for his own accommodation, and that of theold 
woman he called his dame, a wattled but, such as bis own labour, 
whh that of a neighbour or two, had erected în the course of a 
few days. The walls were plastered with clay, white«>washed, 
^and co^red with vines and other crçeping plants ; the roof was 
neatly tfaatched, and the wfaole, though merely a hut^ had, by the 
neat4tanded Joliffe, been so arranged as not to disgrâce the 
condition of the dweller. 

The knight advanced to the entrance ; but the ingenuity of 
the architeet, for wantof better lod( to the door, which itself was 
but of wattles çuriously twisted, had contrived a mode of sè- 
curing the latch on the insid« with à pin, which prevented it from 
risîng ; and in this mamier k was at présent fastened. Con- 
ceiving that this was some précaution of Joliâe's old house- 
keeper, of whose deafness they were ail aware,^ Sir Henry raised 
his voice to demand admittance, but in vain. Irritated at thisf 
delay, he pressed the door at once with foot and hand, in a way 
which the frail barrier was unable to resist ; it gave way ac- 
cordingly, and the knight thus forci bly entered the kitchen, or 
outWard appartment, of his servant*. In the midst of the floor 
and with a posture which indicated embarrassment^ stood a 
youthful stranger, in a riding-suit. , 

< This may be my last act of aothority hère,' said the knight, 
seizing the stranger by the collar, ' but I am sttll iianger of Wood- 
stock for this night at least — Who, or what art thou ?' 

The stranger dropped the riding mantle in which his face 
was mofiled, and at the same time fell on one kn^e. 

* Your poor kînsman, Markfaam Everard,' he said, ^ who came 
hither for your sake, although he fears you wjU scarce make 
him welcome for his own.' 

Sic Henry started back, but recovered bimself in an instant, 
HS one who recoliected that he had a part of dignity to perform. 
He stood erect, therefore, and replied, with considérable as- 
samption of stately ceremony : 

^ Fair kinsman, it pleases me that you are corne to Wood- 
stock upon tbe very firsC night that, for many years which bave 
past, is Jîkely to promise yow a worthy or a welcome réception.' 
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^ Now Godfratti it be so, tiiat I rightly hear aad ckdy nader- 
stand yoQ,' saîd the yoang man ; whUe Alioe, tfaough ahe was 
aUenty kept her looks fixod on her father's face^ as if desiroos to 
know whether hîs meaning was kind toMrarc^sbîs nephew, which 
her koowledge of lik character infclined ber greatly io doubt. 

The knight meanwhlle darted a sardooic look, fini oo his 
nepheur, then on h» daughter, and proceeded — ^ I need not, 1 
présume, inforoi Mr. Markham Eyerard that it cannot be our 
parpose to entertain hîm, or even to ofler Jûm a seat in this poor 
faut.' 

' I will attend you most willuigly tb the Lodge/ saîd the 
young gentleman. ^ I had, indeed, judged you were already 
there for the evening, and feared to intrude upon you. But if 
you would permit me, my dearest uocle, to eseort my kinswo- 
man and you back to the Lodge, believe me, amongst.all which 
you bave 80 often done of good and kînd, you never ccinferred 
benefit that wîU be sonlearly prized.' 

^ You mistake me greatly, Mr. Markham £verard,' replied 
the knight. ^ It is not our purpose to return to the Lodge to- 
night, nor, by Our Lady, to-morrow neither. I meant but to 
intimate to you, in ail countesy, that at Woodstock Lodge you 
will find those for whom you are fitting society, and who, 
doubtless, willafford youa willing welcome; which I, sir, in 
this my présent retreat, do not présume to c^er to a person of 
your conséquence,' 

^ For Heaven's sake,' said the young man, turning to Alice, 
^ teN me bow I am to understand language so mysterious.' 

Alice, to prevent his increasing the restrained anger of ber 
father, compelled herself to answer, thoogh it was with diffî- 
culty, ' We are expeÙed from the Lodge by soldiers.' 

^ £^pelled«r-by soldiers !' exclaimed Everard, in surprise^^ 
^ thère is no légal warrant for this.' 

^ None at ail,'' answered the kniffht, in the same tone of eut- 
ting irony which he had ail along used, ^ and yet as lawful 9 
warrant, as for aught that bas b^n wrought in EngUnd this 
twelvemonth and more. You, are I think, or were, an Jnn^^ 
of-Court man— marry, sir, your enjoy ment of your profession 
is like that lease which a prodigal wisbes to bave of a wealthy 
widow. You baye already survived the law which you studied, 
and its expiry doubtless bas not been wilbout a legacy — ^ome 
décent pickings, some merciful increases, as the phrase goes. 
You hâve deserved it two ways — ^you were buff and bandalier, 
as well as wielded pen and ink — I bave not heani if you beld 
"^rth too.' 

^ Think of me and speak of me ^sharsbly as you will, sir,'' 

1 Everard, submissiyely, ^I hâve but, in this evil tlme, 

ded myself %y my conscience, and my father's coraœands«' 
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<0, an yoo (alk of conscience/ said thé o!d knîght, ^I must 
hâve mine eye apon you, as Hamlet sayf • Never yet did Po- 
ritan theat so grossly as wben he was appealing to h» con- 
science i and as for tby/a<Aer— ^«- 

He was about.to proceed in a tone of the same invective, 
wben tlie young man iiiterrupted bim, by saying, in a firm 
tone, ^ Sir Henry Lee, 3F00 bave ever been tbougbt noble-^Say 
of me what yoa will, bot speak not of my fatl^r wbat tbe ear 
of a son sboold not endure^ and wbîch yet bis arm cannot re- 
sent. To do me sucb wrong is to insult an unarmed man, or 
to beat a captive.' 

Sir Henry paiised, as if struck by the remark. ' Thou hast 
spoken tnith in tbat. Mark, wert thou tbe blackest Puritan tbat 
hell ever vomited, to distract an unbappy conntry.' 

* Be tbat as you will to tbink it/ replied Everard ; < but let 
me not leave you to the sbeher of tbis wretcbed hovel. Tbe 
night is drawing to storm — ^let me but conduct you to tbe 
Lodge, and expei thèse intmders, who can as yet at ieast bave 
no warrant ibr what they do. I will not linger a moment be- 
hind them, save just to deliver my father's message. Grant 
me but this much, for tbe love you once bore me !' 

^Yes, Mark,' answered his uncie, firmly, bot sorrowfuily, 
^ thou speakest truth — I dtd love thee once. The bright-haired 
boy wbomltaught to ride, to shoot to bunt — whose hours of 
happineas were spent with me wherever tbose of graver la-^ 
bours were employed — I did love that boy — ay, and I am 
weak enougb to love even the memory of what he was.— ^Bot 
he is gone, Mark — be is gone ; and in his room I oniy behold 
an avowed and determined rebel to his religion and to his king 
— a rebel more détestable on àccount of his success, the mon^. 
infamous through the plundered' wealth with which he'hopés 
to gild his villany. — But I am poor, thou think'st, and should 
itold my peace, lest men say, '^ Speak, sirrah, wben you sl^oukl." 
— Know, however, that indigent and plundered as I ani, I feel 
myself dishonoured in holding even but this much talk witb 
the tool of usurping rebels. — Go to the Lodge, if thou wilt — 
yonder lies the way — but tbink not that to regain my dwellii^ 
there, or ail the wealth I ever possessed in my wealthiest days, 
I would willingly accompany thee three steps on the greensward. 
If I must be thy companion, it shall be only wben thy red-coata 
httve tied my hands behind me, and bound my legs beneath my 
horse's belly. Thou may'st be my fellow-traveller then, I grant 
thee, jf thon wilt, bot not sooner.' 

Alice, who suffered cruelly during this dialogue, and was 
well aware that farther argument wouid only kindle the koight's 
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ifQaeiitBient tttU more highty^ ventured at last, m her anxiety, tu 
make a sign t9 her cousin to break off the interview, and to re- 
tîiOy sînce her fatber ç^mmanded his absance in a maniier so 
peremptory. Unhappily she wa« observed by Sir Henry, who, 
coocluding tbat wbat ne saw was évidence of a.pcivate under- 
standing ^wixt the cousins, his wrath acqioired new fuel, and 
it requinsd theg utouist exertion of self-command, and recolkc* 
tion of ail tbat was due to his own dignity, to enable him to 
veil his real fury under the saine ironical manner whicb he &ad 
adopted at the foeginning of this angry interview. , 

'^ If thou art aAraid," he said, 'mo trace our forest-glades by 
night, respected skranger, to whom I am perhaps boond to do 
lionour, as my successor in the charge of thèse walks, hère seems 
to be a modest damsel, who will be most willing to wait oa thee, 
and bè thy bow-bearer — Only, for her mother's sake, let there 
pass some slight form of marriage between you — ^Ye need oo 
lîcense or prîest in, thèse happy days, but may be buckled like 
heggars in a ditch, with a hedge for a ohurch roof, and a tinker 
for a priest. I crave pardon of you for making such an officions 
and sitnple request — ^pérhaps you are a Ranter— or one of the 
family of Love, or hold marriage i^s as unnecessary, as Kni^- 
perdoling, or Jack of Leyden*'*' > 

" For mercy's sake, forbear such dreadful jesting, roy father ; 
and do you, M arkham, begone, in God's name, and leave us to 
our fate — Your présence makes my father rave." 

"Jesting!" said Sir Henry, "Iwas never more sqrious — 
Ravtng l-^î was never more composed. I could never brook 
that falsehood sbould approach me — ^I would no more bear by 
my side a dtshonoured daughter than a dishonoured sword ; 
and this unhappy day hath shown that both can faih" 

" Sir Henry," said young Everard, " load not your soûl with 
a heayy crime, which be assured you do, in treating your daugh- 
ter unjustly. It is long now since you denied her to me, when 
we were poor and you were poWerful. I acquiesced in your 
prohibition of ail suit and intercourse. God knoweth whal I 
suffered— but I acquiesced. JNfeither is it to renew my suit that 
I now cpme hitfaer, and hâve, I do acknowiedge, sought speech 
of her— not for her own sake only, but for'yours also. Destruc- 
tion bovers over you, ready to close her pinions to stoop, and 
her talons to clutch— «Yes, sir, look contemptuous as you wilJ, 
such IS the case ; and it48 to protect both you and her that I am 
hère." 

" You refuse then my free gift," said Sir Henry Lee ; " or 
lerhaps you think it loaded with too hard conditions ?" 

'^ Shame, shame on you, Sir Henry !" said Everard, waxing 
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warm inbisturn; ^^haveyour political prejudicef so utterly 
warped evèry feelîng o^ a father, that you can speak with bitter ^ 

mockery-and scorn of what concerna your own daughter's hon- - i 
our ?— tlold up your head, fair Alice, and tell yoor father he 
has forgotten nature in his fantastic spirit of loyalty. Know, 
Sir Henry, that though I would prefer your daugbter's hand tio\ 
every blessing wbîch JEfeaven coald bestow on me, I would not 
accept it-r^my conscience would not permit me to do so— when 
I knew ît must withdràw her from her duty to you." * 

*'^ Your conscience is over scrupulous, young 'man ; carry it 
to some dissenting rabbi, and he who takes ail tbat cornes to 
net, wîil teach thee it is sinning against our mercies to refuse 
any good thing that is freely offered to us.'' 

^' When it is freely offered, and kindly offered— not when the 
offer is made in irony and insuit. Fare thee well, Alice— lîfaught 
could make me désire .to profit b^ thy'father's wild wish to caU 
thee from him in a moment of uhworthy suspicion, it would be 
that while indolging in snch sentiments. Sir Henry Lee is tyran- 
nically oppressing the créature, who of ail others is most dépen- 
dent on his kindness — who of atl others will most feel-his sever- 
ity— and whom, of ail others, he is most bound to cherish and 
support." 

^' Do not fear for me, Mr. Everard," exclaimed Alice, arous- 
ed from her timidity by a dread of the conséquences not unlikely 
to ensue, where civil war set relations, as weU as fdlow-citizens, 
in opposition to each otber. ^^ Oh, begone, I conjure you be- 
gone ! Nothing stan^is betwizt me and my fathers kindness, 
but thèse unhappy family divisions — but your 111 timed présence 
hère— For heaven's sake leave us !" 

^' Sbh, mittress f" answered the hot old cavalier ^ '^ you play 
lady paramount already; ahd who bnty.oul— you would die- 
tate to our train, 1 warrant, like Goneril ai^ Regan. But 1 tell 
thee, no man shall leave my house— and, humble as it is, thia is 
now my house— while he has aught to say to me that is to be 
spoken, as th^s ^oung man now spéâks, with a bent brow and 
alofty tone. Speak out, sir, and say your WQrst !" 

^' Fear not my tempér, Mrs. Alice," said Evet'ard, with equal 
firmness and placidity of manner ; ^' and you. Sir Henry, do 
not tbink if I speak firmly, I mean therefope to speak in anger, 
or officiously. You bave tazed me with much, and, were I 
guided by the wild spiritofromantic chivalry, much which^even 
from so near a relative,.! ought not, as being by birth, and in 
the world's estimation,' a gentleman, to pass oyer without te* 
ply. îs it your pleasure to give me patient hcaring ?" 

" f f you stand on your defence," answered the siout ol' 
Vol. I. E 
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^night, '^ God forbid that you should not challenge a patient 
hearing— ay^ tfaough your pleading were two parts disfoyalty 
Btod one blasphemy— Only, be brief— thls bas already 4a8ted 
but too lone." 

•* I wîU, Sir Henry" replied tbe young man ; " Yet ît is hard 
to crowd into afew sentences, the defence of aiife which^though 
Miort, bas been a busy one— too busy, your indignant gesture 
would assert. But 1 deny it ; I bave drawn my sword neither 
haiBtilyi nor without due considération, for a people whose 
rigbts bave been tram pied on, and whose consciences bave 
oppressed. Frown not, sir — such b not your view of the con- 
test. but such is mine : For my religions principles, at' which 
you bave scofied, believe me, that tbough they- dépend not on 
set forms, they are no less sincère than your own, and thus far 
purer— excuse the word-^that they are unmingled with the blood- 
thirsty dictâtes of a barbarous âge, which you and others bave 
câlled the code of chivàlrous honour. Not my own natural dis- 
position, but tbe better doctrine whicKmy creed bas taught, ena- 
bies me to bear your harsh revilings without aiiswering in a simi- 
lar tone of wrath and reproach. You may carry insuU to extremi- 
ty against me at your pleasure ; not on account of our relationship 
done, but because I am bound in charity to endure it. This, 
Sir Henry, is much from one of our bouse. But, with forbear- 
ance far more than this requires, I can refuse at your hands tbe 
gift^ which, most of ail things ander Heaven, 1 should désire to 
obtain, because duty calls upon her to sustain and comfort you, 
and because itwere sin to permit you, in your blindness, to spurn 
your comforter from yourside. Farewell, sir — ^not in anger 
but in pity-^We may meet in better time, whçn your heart and 
your principles shall master the unhappy préjudices by which 
they are now over-clouded. — Farewell— farewell, Alice !'' i 

The last words were repeated twice, and in a tone of feeling 
and passionate grief, which difiered utterly from the steady and 
almost severe tone in which he had addressed Sir Henry Lee. 
He turned and left the but so soon as he had uttered thèse last 
words, and, as if ashamed of the tenderness which had mingled 
with bis accents, the young commonwealth's man turned and 
w alked sternly and resolvedly forth into the moonlight, which 
nOw was spreadingits broad Hght and autumnal shadows over 
the woodland. 

So soOn as he was departed, Alice, wbo had been during the 

whole scène in the utmost terror, that her father might bave 

been hurried, by bis natural beat of temper, from violence of 

'language into violence of ikctton, sunk down upon asettle twist- 

ed out of willow-boughS; like most of Jocelîne's feW moveables, 
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ând endeavoured to conceal tfae teers which . accompanied the 
ihanks slie retidêred in broken accents to Heaven, that, notwith- 
standing the near alliance and relationshîp of the partiesi some 
Tatai deed had not closed an interview so perilous and so aagry. 
Phœbe Mayflower blùbbered heartily for company, though shé 
understood but little of what had passed; just, indeed enough 
to enable her afterwards to report to some halMozen particular 
friends, that her old master. Sir Henry^ had been perilous angry, 
and almost fought with young Master Everard, because he had^ 
well hight carried away her young Mtstress. — ^ And what could 
he bave done better ?' said Phoebe, ^ seeing the old man had no- 
thing left either for Mrs. Alice or himself ; and as for Mr. ^ark 
Everardy and out young lady, oh^ they had spoken such loving 
thingS:to each other^ as are not to be found in the historyof 
Argaliis and Pàrthenia who^as the, story-book tells ^ were the 
truest pair of lovers in ail Arcadia, and Oxfordshire to boot.* 

Old' Goody Jellycot had popped her scarlet hood into the 
kitchen more than once while the scène was proceeding : but^ as 
the vorthy dame was parcel blind| and more than parcel deaf, 
knowledge wasexcluded by two principal entrances ; and though 
shé comprehended, by a sort of gener^ .Instinct, that the ffentk- 
folks were at high words y et why the/ Chose Joceline's but foc 
thé scène of their dispute, was as great a mystery as the subject 
of thé quarrel. 

But what was the state of the old cavalier's mood, thus con- 
trâdictedy'as hls most dailing principles had been, by the last 
words bf bis departed nephew ? The truth is that he was less 
thoroughly moved than bis daughter expected^ and in ail proba- 
bility hîs nephew's bold defence of his religious and politcal 
opinions rathèr pacified than aggravated his displeasure. Al- 
though sufficiently impatient of contradiction, still évasion and 
subterfuge were more alien tp the blunt old Rangeras nature 
than manly vindication and direct opposition ; and he was wont 
to say, that he ever loved the buck best, who. stood boldest at 
bay. He graced his nephew's departure, however, with a quo- 
tation from Shakspeare, whom, as many others do, he was wont 
to qaote from a sort of habit and respect to him, as a favou- 
rîte of his unfortunate master, without having either much real 
taste for his Works, or great skill in applying the passages which 
he retained.oB his meniory. 

^ Mark,' he said,' mark this, Alice — the de vil can quote scrip- 
ture for his purpose. Why, this young fanatic cousin of thine, 
with no .more beard than I hâve seen on a clown playiog Maid 
Marion on May-day, when the village barber had shaved him 
in too great a hurry, shall match any bearded Presbyterian or 
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Indep^dent of them ail, in lytng down his doctrines and his 
usesy aod bethumpine us with his texts and his homilies. I 
i^ould worthy and learned Doctor Rocheclifle had been here^ 
with his battery ready-mounted from the Vulgate^and the Septu- 
agint, and what not— h« woold hâve battered the Presbyterian 
splrit ont of h(im with a wanion. However, I am glad the young 
man is no sneaker ; for were a^man of the devii's opinion in re- 
ligion, and of Old Noll^ in politics, he were better open on it 
fùdl cry, than deceive you by honting éouoter, or running a 
false scent. Corne — wipe thine eyes — the fray is over^ aiid not 
like to be stirred again soon, I trust*' 

Encouraged by thèse words, Alice rose, and^ bewildered as 
she was, endeavoured to superintend the arrangements for their 
meal and their repose in their new habitation, fiuthertears 
fell so fast, they marred her counterfeited diligence $ and-it^tras 
well for her that Phcebe, though too ignorant and too simple to 
comprdiend the extent of her distress;^ could afford her mate- 
riàl assistancci in lack^.mere sympathy. 

WUIrgieat l'euffinSsand address, the darasel set about every 
thing.that was requisite for preparing the supper and the beds ; 
now screaming into Qame Jellycot's ear, now whispering into 
her mistress's^ and artfuUy managing, as if- she was merely the * 
the agent, under Alîce's orders. When the cold méat was set 
fortfa, Sir lienry Lee kiodly pressed his daughtejr to take re- 
freshment, as if to make up, indircfbtly, for his previous harsh- 
ness towards her ; while he himself| like an ezperienced cam- 
paigner, shpwed, that neither the mortifications nor brawlsof the 
day, nor the thoughts of what was to corne to-morrow, could 
dimin'ish his appetite for supper, which was his favourite meal. 
He ate up two-tbirds of the capon, and, devoting the first bum- 
pertothe happy restoration «f Charles, second of the name, he 
finished a quart of wine; for he belonged to a school accustom- 
ed to feed the flame of their loyalty with copions brimmers. 
He even saùg a verse of ^ The King shall enjoy his own again/ 
in which Phœbe, half sobbing^ and Dame Jeliycot, screaming 
against time and tune, were contented to lend their aid, to cover 
Mistress Alice's silence. 

At length the jovial knîght betook himself to his rest, on the 
keeper's straw-pallet^ in a recess adjoining to the kttchen, and, 
unaffected by his change «f dwelling, slept fast and deep. Al- 
ice had less quiet rest in old Goody Jellycot's wicker couch, in 
the inner apartment ; while the- dame and Phœbe slept on a 
mattress, stufied with dry leaves, in the same chamber, soundiy 
as those whose daîly toil. gains their daily bread, and whom 
moming calls up only to renew the toils of yestevday. 
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« 

CH APTER V. 

My tosguc padg slowly andértbis new knguage; 
And ttarti and itumblei tt thete unconth phraMt. 
They may be fraat in worth and weight, but bang, 
' Upon the native gUbneM of mjr language 
Uke Saul't platerarmoiurontbe dbepberd bc^, 
Enenmbering'and ni^t armtng hîm. 

t J B. • 

As Markham Everard punued his way ^wards the Lodge, 
thfough one of the long sweeping glades whkh traverséd the 
foresr^ varying in breadth, till the trees wére now so close tjiat 
the bowa made darkness over tbeir heads, then receding farther 
to let kiglimpses of the moon^and anôD opening yet wider into 
little meadowsy or savaonahsy on whlch the inoon-beams lay in 
silvery silence ; as he thus proceeded on hls.lonely course, the 
varier efTects produced by that deliciçus light on the oaks, 
whQse<lark leaves, gnarled branches, and massive trunks it gild- 
ed, more or less particularly, might hâve drawn the attention of 
a poet or a painter* \ 

fiut if Everard ffaoaght of aoy tbing savîng the paînful scène 
in whîch he had}tist plaj^dhia part, and of whfch the resùltseem- 
ed the destruction of ail his hopes, it was of the necessary guard 
to be observed in his night walk. Thé ttines were '^ngerous 
and unsettled : the roads full of disbandéd soldiers, and es- 
pecialiy of royaliscs, who made their poHtical opinions a prétest 
for ditsurbing thé, country with niarauding parties a|^ robberies. 
Deer-stealers also, ii^ho are ever a desperate bandit^had of Ipte 
infested Woodstock Chase. In short, the dangers of the p&ce 
and period were such, that Markham Everard wore his loaded 
pistols at^his belt, and carried fais drawn sword undér bis arm, 
that he migtht be prepared for whatever péril should crci# his 
path, 

He heard the bells of Woodstock Church ring curfew, just 
a» he was crossing one of the little meadows we bave described, 
and tbey œased as he entered an evershadowed and twilight 
part of the path beyoïtd. It was there that be heard some one 
whîstUo^; and,as the sound becaine clearer, it wasplainthe 
persoQ was advancing towards him« This could bardly béa 
friendç forthe puty towbtch he belonged rejected, generaUy 
speakiai^y ail mosi^^iidess pselmody* ^ If a man istneny,, let 
lufli shuff psalflui/was A text which théy were pleased to inièP- 
pret«8 Ktenllj^asthey dîdsomeotheffi; yetit was too eoatinued 
a souad to be a signal amongsl nigbt-walkers, end toa light and 
cheerful to argue any purpiMeof eoneealmeiit on the^mrl of the 
traveller, who presently ezckanged his whistUng for singing^and 

E2 
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troQed farlh the foUowing ttanu to a jolly tune, with vhich the 
uld cavaliers were wont lo wake the nighlKiwl : 

Hey for caTalîen '. Ho for CKTalltn '. 

Prtij fer caTBlicn ! ? 

Rub a dab — mb ■ éab '. 

Uan at old BeeUebab-- 

OliieT imokM (br fe«r. 
" I should kaow that voice," said Everard, luicocking b'a 
pistol which he had drann from hii belt) but continuing to bold 
it in bis haiid. Then came another fragment : 

Haah tb^m — iliib thtD— 

Ail ta pîecM duh tbcoi. 
''Soba!" criedMarkham '* whogoeaLhEre,and for whpm?" 
"Fur Church and King," anavered a voice, whïch presently 
added, " Mo, d — n aie~^l mean agaiiut CbuKh and King, and 
(ta the people that are uppermost — I Turget which thejt are.' 

< Riiger Wildrake, aa I guess,' aaid Everard. • 

< The saroe— Genlleman of Squattlesea-mere, in the moist 

' ^'^^BHl^'^ Marklmm^-^ WUilgoose yoju sbou]d be cal- 
- led. d|BBK been luoJskning your own throat to Bome pur- 
pose, éuWusing it k> gabble tunes very suiting to the tiraes, to 
be sure.' 

■ Faiibjjpfe tune's a pretty- tune enoogh, Mark, only out of 
t'ashion a IRÎle — tlie inoro's the pily.' 

'Wliafcouid I expeci,'' said Everard, ' but to meet some 
raniing, drunkeii cavalier, as deiperate and dangeroua es nighl 
. und sack usffill/Tnake thepi ? What if 1 had rewarded your 
'mel^y by atallin thegullet?" 
.'t -il * WU/t there would liave been a piper paid— that's ail,' said 
Wîldmfc^*' But wiicrefora come you this way now?— I was 
"âbout ta«ek you at tlie hu[." 

'Ihave bceiiobliged toleave it— J wiU lell you the cause 
hereafter," replied Miiikliam. . 

'What ! the old playrhuntiog cavalier wa> cross, or Cbloe was 
tuikind?'' 

* Jeat not, M^Idrake— ît is ail over wilh me,' said Everard. 

* ^he devil it is,' ezclaimed Wildrake, ' aod you take it thus 
quietly !— Zounds I let us back togelher — PII pûad your cause 
for you-^ know how to tickleupan old knight and a pretty mai- 
den— Let ou alont^ for putUng you rectas m cmia, you cantiag 
rogue. D— n me. Sir Henry Lee, saysl, your nephew is a 
place of a Puritaa— 4t jvon't deny— bot l'U npfaold him a gende- 
màn.and a pretty fellaw for ail ihaL— Hadani, tays I, yoti may 
ihïafc your cousia lodu like a psalmùngii^ wenver, in that bare 
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felt, and with that raacally browa cloak ; that band) whtefa looks 
llke a baby^s clout, and those looae boots, wbich bave a whole 
calf-skin in eacb of tbem,— bat let him wear on the one side of 
his bead a castor, with a plume befitting bis quality ; glve bim a 
good Toledo by his side, with a broidered belt and ian inland 
hilt, instead of the ton of iron contained in that basket-hilted, 
black Andrew Ferrara j pot a few smart words in his month— - 
and, blood and wonnds ! madam, says I——' 

^ Prithee, truce with this nonsense, Wildrake,' said £venird, 
' and tell me if you are sober enoogh to hear a few words of sober 
reason?' 

^ Phsaw I man, I did but crack a brace of quarts witb yonder 
puritanic, round-headed soldiers, up yonder at the town ; and 
rat me but I passed myself for the best man of the party ; twan- 
ged my nose, and turned up my eyes, as I took my can — :Pab ! 
the veiy wine tasted of hypocrisy. I think the rogue cor- 
p^al smoked something at last — as for (he common fellows, 
never stir, but tkey asked me to say grate over another quart.' 

^ Tbis is just what I wished to spea^ to yuu abovUj^.Wildrake,' 
said Markham-^^ You hold me, I am sure, for your /riend ?' 

^ True as steel.— «Chums at Collège and at Lincoln's-Inn«-% 
we bave been Nisus and Euryalus, Tbtseus an# Perithous, 
Orestes and Pylades; and, to sum-up the whole wHh a puritanic 
touch, David and Jonathan, ail in one breath. ^ot even poli- 
tics, the wedge that rends familîes and frSendship^asunder, as 
iron rives oak, bave been able to split us.' 

^ True,' answered Markham; ^and when you folio wed the 
Kîng to Nottingham, and I enroUed^nder EssÉÇ we swore, at 
our parting, that whîchever side was victbrious, He of us ^o ad- 
hered to it, should protect his less fortuifttte comrade.' 

< Surely, man, surely ; and bave you not prote«(ted me accor- 
dingly ? Did you not save me from hanging? And fram not in- 
debted to you for the bread I eat ?' 

^ I bave but done that which, bad the tiraes been otherwise, 
you, my dear ^Wildrake, would, I am sure, bave done for me. 
Bat, as I said, that is just what I wished to speak to you about. 
Wfay render thé task of protectingyou moredifficultthan itmust 
necessarUy be at any rate ? Why thrust thyself into the company 
of soldiers, or sach4ike, where thou art siire to be warmed into 
betraying àiyself? Why come hollowing and whooping out cava^ 
lier ditties, like a dmnMD trooper of prince Rupert, or one of 
Wilmot's swaggering body-guards ?' 

' Because I may âive been both one and t'other in my day^ 
U>r angbt that you know/ replied Wildrake. * But, oddsfish ! 
is it necessary I shouU âlways be reminding you, that our ol* 
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ligatioD of mutual protection^ <n^ leagoe of offensive and de" 
fensive» as I nay cali it, waf to be carried ioto effect without 
referrencé to the polittçior reHgiMi. of the party protected, 
or tfae least obligations on liim to coniorm to those of his 
friend ?' 

< 'l^roe,' said Everard; 'bat vrith tfab most necessary qnaii- 
fication, that tba party shoald submit to 'such outvard con- 
formity. to ti^e times as should makeit more easy and safe 
for his Iriend to be of service to him. ^Now you are per- 
pei^aaily bireaking^fortfa, to the hazard of yotir own safety and 
my crédit.' 

^ I tell youy Mark, and I would tell your namesake the Apes- 
tle that yoa are hard on me. You hâve practi^ed sobriety and 
hypocriay from yonr hangingsleeves tîll your Gène va cassock — 
from the cradle to (his day ; and it is a thiog of nature to you^ 
and you are surprised that a roagh, rattiing, honest fello^, ac- 
customed to speak truth ail his life, and especially when Ht 
found it at the bottom of a flask, cannot be so perfect a prig as 
thyself. Zoolcs ! there is no eqnality betwixt us — A trained 
dlver ffltght as well, becaase he can retain lus breath for ten 
minutes whhoat inconvenience, upbraid a poor devil fer be- 
ing like to bttrst in twenty seconds. And, after ail, considering 
the guise is so aear to me, I think I bear myself indifferently 
well; try me!**. 

^Are there any more news from Worcester fight ?' asked 
Everardy in a tone so serious that it imposed on fais companioi), 
who replied in his genuine charaeter-— 

^ Worse ! — d-Ch n^e, worse an hundred times than reported 
— totall^broken. Noll hath certainly sold himselfto the devil, 
andliis lease will hâve an end one day^hat is ali our présent 
comfort.' • , 

' WhatI and would tbis be your answer to the first red*coat 
who asked the question ?" said Everard. ' Mèthlnks you would 
^find a speedy passport to the next corps de garde.' 

^ Nay, nay/ answered Wildrake, < I thought you asked me 
in your own person. Lack-a-day! a great mercy— a glori- 
fying mercy-— a crownîng mercy— a vouchsafing— an uplift- 
ing^I profess the malignants are scattered from Dan to Beer- 
sheba^-smitlcny hip and thigh, even untd the going down of 
the son!' 

< Hear you augfat of Colonel Thomhaught's wonnds ?' 

*He is dbady' answered Wildrakè, < that's one comfmt— the 
roond-headed rascal*!— Nay, hold ! it was b'ut a trip of the tongue 
--I meant, the sweet godly youth** 
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^ And hear yoa augtit of tbe yoHag mao^ King df Scotland, as 
they cali faim ?' said Ev«rard. 

'Nothing, but that he is baiited like a partridge on the oiouii* 
tains. May God deliver bim^ and confoand bis enemies !— ' 
Zoonsy Mark Everard, I can fooi it no longer. Do you noire- 
member^ that at the LincolnVInn gambols-— tboagh you did 
Dot mingle much in them 1 think — lusedalways toplay as wdi 
as any of them^ wben it éame to the action^ but they could never 
get me to rehearse conformably. It's the same at this day. I 
hear your voice, and I answer to it in the true tone of my heart ; 
but when I am in the company of your snuffling friends^ you 
•hâve seen me^ct my part indiffèrent welL' 

''But indiffèrent, indeed/ 'replied Everard; * However, there 
is little call on you to do aught, save to be modest and silent» 
Speak littie, and lay aside, if you can, your big oaths and swag* 
gering looks— set your bat even on your brows.'^ 

^'{ Ay, that is the curse! I bave been always noted for the jaun- 
ty manner in which I wear my castor — ^Hard .wben a man's 
.merits become his enemies.' 

' ^ You must remember you are vby clerk.' 

^Secretary/ ansvirered Wildrake ; Met it be secretary, if you 
love me.' 

^ It mast be clerk, and nothing else — plain clerk-* ^nd remem- 
ber to be civil and obédient^' replied Everard. 

' But you sbould not lay on your commands with so much os* 
tentations superiority, Master Markham. Everard. Remember 
I am your senior of three yeara standing. Gonfound me, if I 
know how to take i^.^' 

'Was ever such a fantastic wronghead ?— For my sake, 
if not for thine own, bend thy freakish foUy to listen tn rea^ 
son. ^Think that litave.incurred both risk and shame on thy 
account.' 

^ Nay, thou art a right good fellow, Mark/ replied the cava- 
lier, < and for thy sake I will do much— bût remember to cougli, 
and cry hem! wben thou seest me like to break bounds-^^And 
now tell me whither we are bound for the night ?' 

' To Woodstock Lodge, to look after my uncle's property,' 
answered Markham Everard : ^ I am informed that souliers bave 
takeo possession— -Yet how could that be, if thou foundèst the 
party drinking in Woodstock ?' 

VThere was a kind of commissary or steward, orsomcs^ch 
l'ogue, had gone down to the Lodge,' replied Wildrake 5 *I had . 
a peep at him.' 

' Indeed ?' replied Everard« 

*J^y, verily, to speak your own language. Wby, asi pas- 
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sed through tt^e park in quest of you, scarce half an hour since^ 
I saw a lîght in tbe Lodge-Step tbis way, you wîU see ît your^ 
self.' 

^ In- the noith west angle ? — It is from a window in what they 
cail Victor Lee's apartment^' 

' Well/ resamed Wiidraké^ < I had been long one of Lands- 
ford's lads, and weli used to patroUing duty — So, rat me, saysr 
If if I leave a lîght in iny rear'^ without knowing vbat it means. 
Besides, Mark, thou badst said sô mucb to me of thy pretty 
cousin, I thougbt t migbt as well bave a peep, if I could.' 

^ Thougbtless, thoughtless, incorrigible young man-^to what 
dangers do you expose youralelf ànd your friendsf in mère waa« 
tonness ! — But go on !' 

^By this fair moonsbine, I belle ve thou art jealoQs,-Mark. 
Everard ! replied hts gay companion; ' chère is no occasion 5 
for, in any case, I, wbo was to see the lady, was steeled by hon- 
our agatnst thecharins of iny friend's Chloe — Tbeh the lady was 
not to see me, sp eould make no eomparisons to thy dîsadvan- 
tage, thou knowest — Lastly, as it feli out, heither of ûs saW the 
otheratall.' ' 

^*Of that 1 am weli awàre. Mrs. Alice left the Lddge long 
before sunset, and never retumed. What didst thou see, to in- 
troduce with such préface ?" 

^ Nay, no great matter,' replied Wildrake; ^ only getting op- 
on a sort ef buttress, (for I can climb like any cat tfaat èver mew* 
ed in &ny gutter) and holding on by the vines and creepers 
which grew around, I obtained a station where I could seè into 
the inside of that same parlour thou spokest of just now.' 

^ And what saw'st thou theré t^ once more demanded 
Everard. 

* Nay, no great matter, as I saiE before,^ replied the cavalier ^ 
' for in thèse limes it is no new thing to see churls carousing in 
in royal ortioble chambers. I saw tviro rascàllions engaged in 
emptying a solemn stoup of strong waters, and despatching a 
huge venison pasty, which, for their convenience, they had 
placed on a lady^s working tab!e— One of them was tryîng an 
air on a lute.' 

* The profane villains !' exclaimed Evetard, * it was Alice's/ 
' ' Well said, comrade — I am gfad your phlegm can be moved. 

I did but throw in thèse incidents of the Itite and thé table to 
try if it was possible to get a spark of human spirit dut of you, 
besanctified as you are.' 

'' What like were the mcn ?' sud young Everand. 

' The one a slouch-hatted, long-cloaked, sour-faced fanatic, 
^^£ the rest of yàu, whom I took to be the steward or commis^ 
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sary J beard sp^ten of in th^ town ;. the otber was a short stur- 
dy fellowy with a wood-knife at his girdle^ and along quarter- 
staff lying beside him — ^a black-haUed knave, with white teeth 
and a merry countenance— one of the undèrrangers Qrbow4iear- 
ers of thèse walks, I fancy.' 

* They Bxu$t bave been Desborougb's favoùrite, trusty Tom-* 
kins/ said Everard, ' and Joceline Jolifie, the keeper. Tom- 
kÎBS is Desborougb's right hand — an Independent, and bath 
pourings forth, as he calls them. Some think t^at his gifls 
bave the better of his grâce.* I bave heard of his abusing op- 
portunities.'' 

^ They were improving them wben I saw them,' replied Wild- 
rake, ^ and made the bottle smoke for it-^-wben) as the devil 
woald haye* it^ a stoney which liad been dislodged- from the 
crumbling buttress, gave way under my, weîght. A clumsy fel- 
low like thee would bave been so long thinking ifhat was to be 
done, that he must needs bave followed it before he coold make 
up his mind ; but I, Mark, I hopped Hke a squirk«I to an ivy 
twig, and stood fast — was well nigh shot through, for the noise 
alarmed them both. They looked to the oriel, and saw me on 
the outsîde ; the fanatic fellow took out a pistol — as they bave 
always such tezts.in readiness, hanging besidé the little clasped 
Bible, thou know'st — ^the> keeper seized his huntingtpole — I 
treated them both to a roar and a grin — thou must ls.now I can 
grimace like a baboon — ^^i learned the trick from a Prench play- 
er, who cottld twist his jaws into à pair of nut-crackers — and 
therewithal I dropped myself swe<^tly on the grass, and ran off 
Bo trippingly, keeping the dark side of the wall as long as I 
could, that I am well nigh persuaded they thought I was their 
kinsm^m, the devil, corne among them uncalled. They were 
abominably startled. 

' Thou art most fearfully rash, Wildrake,' said his compan- 
on ; < we are now bound for the bouse — what if they should re- 
member thee ?' 

^ Why, it 'is no treason^ is it ? No one bas paid for peeping ' 
since Tom of Coventry's days; and if he came in for reckoning, 
belîke it was for a botter treat than mine. But trust me, they 
will no more know me, than a mim whb had only seèn your 
friend Noll at a conventicle of saints, would know the same 
Oliver on horseback, and charging with his lobster-tailed squa- 
(Iron ; or ihe same Noll cracking a jest and a bottle with wicked 
Waller the poet." 

^ Hush ! not a word of Oliver, as thou dost value thyself and 
me. It is Ul jesting wiih the rock y ou may splil on. But. hère 
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is the gâte — we will distwb' thèse honest gentleman's recréa- 
tioniw^' 

As he spoke he appiied the larga and ponderoiu knocker to 
the hall-door. 

' Rat-tat-tat-too !' said Wildrake, ' there is a fine alarni to 
you cuckold and round-heads.' He then half mimicked^ half- 
snng the qiarch so called : — 

" Cuckoldf, corne dig^, cuckolds, corne dig ; • 
Roand about cuckplds, corne dance to my jig !" 

*By Heavens ! this passes Midsummer frenzy/ said Eterârd> 
turning angrilj to hiia. 

* Not a bit, not a bit,' reptied Wildrake ; < it is but a slight 
expectoration^ just like what one makes before the beginning a 
I«ng speech, I will be gjrave for an bour together, now I hâve 
got that point of war ont of my head.' 

As he spoke, steps were heard m the hall, and the wicket of 
the great door was partly opened, but secured with a chaia in 
caseof accidents. The visage of Tomkinsyand that of Jece- 
line beneath it, appeared at the chink, illuminated by the< lamp 
which the latter held in his hand, and Tomkins deraanded the 
meaning of thls alarm. 

<I demand instant admittahce !' said Everard. 'Jolifie, 
you know me well ?' 

^^ I do, Sir,' replied Joceline, ' and couid admit you with ail 

my heart ; batj alas ! sir, you see I am not key-keeper — Hère 

is the gentlemah whose wiirrant I musc walk by — The tord 

help me, seeing times are such as they be !' 

'' And when that gentleman, who I think may be Master Des- 

borough's valet ' 

^ His honour's unworthy secretary, an it please you,' înter- 
posed Tçmkins ; while Wildrake whispered in Everard's ear, 
* I will be no longer secretary. Mark, thou wert qutte right — 
the clerk must be the more gentlemanly calling.' ' 

' And if you are Master Desborough's secretary, I présume 
you know me and my condition wefi enough,' said Everard, 
addressing the independent, ' not to hesitate to admit me and 
roy attendant to a night^s quarters in the Lodge ?' 

^ Surely not, surely not,' said the independent — < that is, îf 
your worship think s. you woulcl be better accommodated hère 
than up at the hoUse of entertainment in the town, which mep 
unprofitably call Saint George's Inn. There Is but confined 
accommodation hère, your honour-— and we hâve been frayed 
out of our lives alr^dy by the Visitation of Satan — albeit his 
ficry dart is now quenched.' 
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"Thîs may be ail well in its place. Sir Secretary,' said 
Evérard ; * and you raay find a corner for it when you are next 
tempted to play the preacher. But I will take it for no apology 
for keeping me hère in the cold harvest wind ^ and if not pre- 
sently receWed, and suitably too, I will report you to your mas- 
ter for insolence in your office.' 

Thesecretary of Desboroug did not dare offer farther oppoài* 
tion ; for it was well known tnat Desborough himself only held 
bis conséquence as a kinsman of Cromwell, and the Lord Gen- 
eral, who was well nigh paramount already, was known to be 
strongly favourable both to the elder and youiiger Everard. It 
istrue, they were Presbyterians andhe an Independent; and 
that^ though sharing those feelings of correct moraiit}' and more 
de^oted religîous f<selings, by which, with few exceptions, the 
Parliamentarian party were distînguished, the Ëverads were 
nôt dîsposed to carry thèse attrlbutes to the extrême of entfau- 
siasm, practised by so many others at the tîme. Yet it was well 
known that whatever raight be Cromwell's own religious creed, 
he was not uniforroly bounded by it in the choice of his favour- 
ites, but extended his countenance to those who could serve 
him, even althèugh, according to the phrase of the time, they 
came out of the darkness of Egypt. The charact%r of the el- 
der Everard stood very high for wisdom and sagacrty, besides, 
being of à goo'd famîly and compétent fortune, his adhérence 
would iend a dlgnity to any side he might espouse. Then his 
son had been distinguished and successful soldier, remarkal)le 
for the discipline he maintained among his raen, the bravery 
wbich he showed in the time of action, and the humanity with 
which he was always ready to qualify the conséquences of vic- 
. tory. Such men were not to be neglected, when many signs 
combined to show that the parties in the state, who had success- 
fully accomplished the déposition and death of the king, were 
speedily to quarrel among themselves abdut ther division of the 
spoils. The two Everards were therefoce much courted by 
Cromwell, and their influence with him supposed to be so great, 
that trusty Mr. Secretary Tomkins carednot to expose himself 
to risk, by contending with Colonel Everard for such a triâe 
as a night's lodging. 

Joceline was active on his side — more lights were obtained — 
more wood thrown on the fire — and the two new.ly-arrîved 
Etrangers were introduced into Victor Lee's pa'rlour, as it was 
called, from the picture over the chimney-piecé, wi^ich we bave 
already described. It was several minutes ère Colonel Evr 
rard could recover his gênerai stoicism of deportment,.so stror 
ly he was impressedby finding himself in the apartment, ur 
VoL.I. F 
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whose roof be had passed so manjr ii( the happiett hoars of bis 
Hfe. Tfaere was the cabinet, which be had seen opened with 
such feelings of delight when Sir Henry Lee deigned to give 
bim instroctipns in fishing, and to exhibit hooks and liiies^ to- 
gether with ail the materials for making the artificial fly, tben 
little known. Tbere hung the ancient family pkture, which, 
from some odd mysterious expressions of bis uncle, relating to 
ity had becoiàe to bis boyhood, nay, bis «arly yonth, a subject 
of curiosity and of fear. He remembered bow, when left alone 
in the apartment, the searching eye of the old warrior seemed 
always bent upon bis, in wbatever part of the room he placed 
himselfy and liow his childish imagination was perturbed at a 
phenomenon, for which he could not account. 

With thèse came a thousand more dear and warmer rec(41ec- 
tions of his early attachiftent to his pretty cousin Alice, wjhen 
he aided at her lessons, brought water fbr her flowers, or at* 
companied her while she sung; and he remembered that while 
her father looked at tlvem with- a good-humoared and careless 
smile, he had once beard him mutter, * And if it should Aurn 
out 80 — ^hy it might be best for both/ and the théories of hap- 
piness he had reared on thèse words. Ail thèse visions had 
been dispelled by the trumpet of war, which called Sir Hen- 
ry Lee and himself to opposite sides ; tnd the transactions of 
this very day had shown, that even £verard's silccess as a sol- 
dier and a statesman seemed absolutely to prohibit the chance 
of their being revived. 

He was w^ed out of this unpleasing rêverie by the approach 
of Joceline, who, being possibly a seasoned toper, had made 
the additional arrangements with more expédition and accura- 
cy than Coidd bave been expected from a person engaged as he 
had been since nigbt-fall. 

'^He now wished to know the Colonel's directions for the 
night. 

" Would he eat any thing ?" 

«No." 

« Did his honour choose to accept Sir Henry Lee's bed, which 
was rcady prepared ?" 

«Yes.^^ 

«That of Mistress Alice Lee should be prepared for the Se-r 
eretary.'^ 

« On pain of thine earsr— No," ^replied Everard. 

^^ Where tben was the worthy Secretary to be quartered ?" 

« In the dog-kennel, if you list," replied Colonel Everard 5 
« but/' iMdd.ed he ^ stepping to thé sleeping^^partment of Alif^e^ 
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whieh opened from 'the pariour, locking it, and takiog out the 

key, '^no, one shall profane this chamber." 

♦ ^ Had hîs honoar any other commands for the night ?' 

^ None, save to clear the apartment of yonder man. — My 
clerk will reraain with me — I hâve orders which must be M^ritten 
out. — Yet ^ay — Thou gavest my letter |his morning to Mistress 
Alice ?^ 

^Jdid.' . 

^ Tell me, good Joceline, what she saidtwhen she received it ?' 

^ She seemed much concerned, sir ; and indeed I think that 
she wept a little — but indeed she seemed very much distressed.' 

^ And what message did she send to me ?' 

^ None, may it please your hpnour — She began to say, * Tell 
my cousin Everard that I will communicate my uncle's kind 
purpose to my father, if I*can get fîtcing opportunity — but 
that I greatly fear' — and there checked herself, as it were, and 
said, ^ I will write to my cousin ; and as it may be late ère I 
hâve an opportunity of speaking with my fatber, do thou corne 
for my answer after service/ — So I went to church myself, to 
while away the time; but when I returned to the chase, I found 
th^ man had summoned my master to surrender, and right or 
wroQg I must put hîm in possession of the Lodge. I would 
fain hâve given ybur hanour a hiiit that the old knight and my 
young mistress werë like to take you on the form, but I could 
not mend the matter.' ^ 

^ Thou hast done well, good fellow, and I will remember 
thee. — And now, my raasters/ he said, ady«nciiig to the brace 
of clerks or secretaries, who had in the meanwhile sat t[uietly 
down beside the stone-bottle, and made up acquaîntance over 
a glass of its contents. — * Let me remind yoti,' said the Colo- 
nel, ^ that the night wears late.' 

* There is something cries tinkle, tinkle, in the bottle yet/ 
said Wiidrake in reply. 

' Hem ! hem ! hem !' coughed the Colonel of the parliamen- 
tarian service ; and if his lips did not curse his companion's 
imprudence, I will not answer for what arose in his heart.— 
^WellP he said, observing that Wiidrake had filled his own 
glass and Tomkin's, * take that parting glass and begone.' 

^ Would you not be pleased to hear first/ said Wiidrake, 
' how this honest gentleman saw the devil to-night look through 
a pane of yonder wîudow^ and how he ij^inks he had a mighty 
strong resemblance tu your wovship-s humble slave and varlet 
scribbler? Would you but, hear this, sir, and just sip a glass 
of this very recommendable strong waters? ' 

^I will drink none, sir,' said Colonel Eveeardsternly; 'a 



C4 WOODSTOCK. 

I bave to-tdl you^ tliat y ou hâve drunken a glass too mach al- 
ready. — Mr. Tompkins, sir, I wish you good night.' , 

* A word in season at parting/ said Tompkins, standing up 
behind the long leathern back of a ciiair, bemming and snuf^ 
âing as if preparing for an exhortation. 

* Excuse me, sir,' r^lied M arkham Everard sternly ; ^ you 
are not no w suffîciently yourself to guide the dévotion of othera.' 

*'Woe be to them that reject !* said the Secreiary of the Com- 
missioners, stalking out of the room — the r^st was lost in sbut- 
ting the door, or suppressed for fear of ofTence. 

* And now, fool Wildrake, begone to thy bed — ^yonder il lies,' 
> pointing lo the knight's apartment. 

^ What, thou hast secured the lady's for thy self ? I saw thee 
put the key in thy pocket.' 

' I would not — indeed I could not sleep in that apartment— «-I 
can sleep nowhere — but I will watch in this armed chair. — I 
hâve made him place wood for repairing the fire. — Good now, 
go to bed thysèif, and sleep off thy liquor.' 

^ Liquor ! — I laugh thee to scorn. Mark — ^thou art a milksop, 
and the son of a milksop, and know'st not what a good fellow 
can do in the way of crushing an honest cup.' 

^The whole vices of his faction are in this poor fellow indi- 
vidually,' said the Colonel to himself, eying his protège askance, 
as thte other retreated into the bed-room with no very steady 
pace — ^^He is reckless, intemperate, dissolute; and if I can- 
not gel him safely shipped for France, he will certainly be both 
bis own ruin and «ine. — Yet, withal, he Is kind, brave, and 
generous, and would hâve kept the faith with me which he now 
expects from me; and in what consists the merit of our truth, 
if we observe not our plighted word when we hâve promised to 
our hurt? ï will takc the liberty, however, lo secure myself 
against farther interruption on his part.' 

So saying, he locked the door of communication betwixt the 

sleéping-room, to which the cavalier had retreated, and the par- 

lour; — and then, after pacing the floor thoughffully, returned 

to his seat,.trimmed the lamp, and drew out a number of let- 

ters. — ^'I will read thèse over once more,' he said, *that, if 

possible, the thought of public affairs may expel this keen sensé 

of Personal sorrow. Gracious Providence, where is this to 

end ? We hâve sacrificed the peace of our families, the warm- 

est wishes of our yoi|pg hearts, to right the counlry in which 

we werc.bom, ând to free her.from oppression; yet it appears, 

that every step we hâve made towards liberty, hàs but brought 

us in view of new and more terrifie périls, as he who travels in 

a mountainous région, is, by every step which élevâtes him 

hijghest, placed in a situation of more imminent hazard.' 
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He read long and attentively, varioué tedious and embarrass- 
ed lettersy in wbich the writers, placing before hitn the glory of 
Gody and th» freedom and liberties pf England, as their su- 
prême endsy could not> by ail the ambiguatory expressions they 
niade use of^ prevent the shrewd eye of Mavkham Everard 
from seeing, that self interest and views of ambition were the 
principal moving springs at the bottom of their plots. 



CHAPTER Vr. 

m 

Slepp ftteals on us even like his brother Deathr-^ 

We know not when it cornes — ^we know it must comc — 

We bnay affect to scorn and to contemn it, 

For 'tis the hig^best pride of human misery 

To say it knows not of an opiate : 

Yet the refit parent, the dispairiug lover, 

Even the poor wretch who waits for exécution, 

Feelt this oblivion, against wbich he thoaght 

His woes had armed his sensés,, steal upon him, 

And through the fenceless citadel — ^the body, 

Surprise that haugbty garrison — ^the mind* 

Herbert, 

CoLONBL Evfif^ARD experîenced the tnith contai ned in the 
verses of the quaint old bard wbom we bave quoted abbve. 
Amid private grief, and anxiety for a country long a prey to 
civil war, and not likely to fall soon ùnder any fixed or well- 
established form of govemment, Everard and his father had, 
like many others, turded their eyes to General Cromwell, as 
the. person whose valour had made him the darling of the army, 
whf^se strong sagacity had hitherto predominated over the high 
talents by which he had been assailed in Parliament, as well as^ 
over his enemies in the field, and who was alone in the situation 
to seitle the natiofi^ as the phrase then went; or, in other words, 
to dictate the mode of government. The father and son were 
both reput.ed to stand high in the Générales favour. But Mark- 
ham Everard was conscious of some particulars, wbich induced 
him to dqpbt whether Cromwell actually, and at heart, bore 
either to his father or to himself that good-will wbich was gene- 
rally believed. He knew him for a profound poliiician, who 
could veil for any length x>f time his real sentiments of men and 
things, untilthey could be displayed without préjudice to his 
interest. And he moreover knew that the General was not 
likely to forget the opposit^n which the Presbyterian party had 
offercd to what Oliver called the Great Matter—the trial, name- 
ly, and exécution of the King. In this opposition, his father 

F2 
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aod hp had anxiously concurredy nor had the arguments^ nor 
eveathe half-expresised threato of CromweU, induced them to 
fljnch irom that course^ far less to permit their r»ame8 to be in- 
troduced into the conimission nominated to sit in jttdgfneat oo 

^ that mémorable, occasion. 

This hoBitation had occasiond fsome temporaiy coldaew be- 
tween the General and the~ Ëveratda, fainer and bob. But 
as the latter reraained in the army, and bore arma under 
Cromwèll both in Scotland, and finalty at W<Hrce8ter, bis ser- 
vices very frequently called forth the approbation of his com- 
mander. After the fight of Worcester, in particiilar, he was 
among the .nurober of those officers on vhom Oliver, ratber 
considering the actual and practîcal extent of his own power, 
than the name under ivhich he exercised it, waa with difficul- 
té -withfaeld from imposiug the dignity of Knights Banoerets 
at his own will and pleasure. It therefore seemed, that ail 
recollection of former disagreement was obliterated, and that 
the Everards had regained- their former stronghold in the Ge 
neraFs affections. There were, indeed, several vho doubted 
this, and who éndeavoured to bring over this distinguished 
young offîcer to some other of the parties which divîded the 
infant CommoDwealih. But to thèse proposais he tttmed a 
deaf «ar. Enough of blood, he said, had been spilled — it 
was time that the nation should hâve repose under a firmly- 
established^overnment, of strength sufficient to protect proper- 
ty, and of lenity enough to encourage the rcturn of tranquiUi-# 
ty. This he shought, could ouly be accomplished by means of 
Cromwelt, and the greater part of England Was of the same 
opinion. Itwastrue, that, in thus submittingto the domina-, 
tion of a successful soldier, those who did so,forgot the prînci- 
ples upon which they had drawn the sword agaînst the late 
Kiog. But in révolutions^ stem and high principles are often 
oblîged to give way to the current of existing circumstances ; 
and in many a case, where wars hâve been waged for points'of 
metaphysical right, they hâve been at last gladly terminated, 

" upon the mère hope of obtaining gênerai tranquillity, as, af^er 
many a long siège, a garrison is often glad to submk on mère 
security for life and limb. . 

Co)pnel Everard, therefore, f^lt that the support which he 
affbrded Cromwèll, was only undet the idéa, that, amid a choice 
of evils, the least was likely to ensue irom a man of the Gène- 
rars wisdom and valour being plac^ at the heàd of the state ; 
and hc was sensible that Oliver himself was likely to consider 
Hia attachment as lulcewarm and imperfeçt, and measure hi|9 
^titude for it upon the same limited scale. 



lo Ihe meanirhile, boweyer, cireimMtances cooipelled him 
make tml of« the Geoerars friendsbip. The séquestration 
Woodstœk, aod tfee warrant to the commissioDers to dispose 
it as national property, had been long granted, but the in ter 
of the eldcr Everard had for weeks and months deferred 
exécution. The hour vas now approaching when the bl< 
oould be Bo longer parriéd, especiallf as Sir Henry Lee, 
fais side, reristed every proposai of submittiog inmself to t 
ezisting-govémment, and was therefore, now that bis hour 
gracé was passed, enrolled in the list of stubbora and in 
dainable malignaiits, with whom the CounoU of State was < 
termined no longer to keep terms. The only mode of prote 
ingthe old knight and his daiighter^ was to interest, if possib 
the (Mènerai bimseH' in the raatter; and revolving ail the c 
cumstances connected with their intercourse, Colonel Ëvera 
felt that a request^ which would so immediately interfère wi 
the interests ôf Desborough, the brother-in-law 4»f Cromwc 
and one of the présent Comraissioners, was putting to a ve 
severe trial the friendsbip of the latter. Yet no alternative i 
mained. 

With thîs vîew, and agreeably to a request from Cromwc 
who at parting had been very urgent to bave his written opini 
upon public affairs^ Colonel Everard passed the earlier part 
the night in arradginghis ideasupon tbestate of the coninM 
wealth, in a plan which he thought Ukely to be acceptable 
Cromwell, as it exhorted him, under the aid of ProTideni 
tobecome the sayiourof the state, by convokiog a free Pari: 
ment, and by their aid placing hifnself at the head .of soi 
form of libéral and established goveniment, which might i 
percede the estate of anarcby, in which the nation was othi 
wise Hkely to be merged. Taking â gênerai view of t 
totally broken condition of the royalists, and of the yario 
factions which now convulsed the state, he showed how tl 
might be done without bloodshed.or violence. From tbis j 
pic hedescended to the propriety of keeping up the becomi 
state of the executive govemment, in ivhose handa soever 
should be Igdged, and thus showed Cromvrel]« as the futu 
Stadtholder, or Consul, or Lieutenant-General of Great B 
tain aad Ireland, a prospect of demesne and residencies k 
comiog his dîgnity. Then he naturally passed to the dispar 
ing and destroying of the royal résidences of England, madc 
woftil picture of the demcjitîon which impended over Woo 
stock, aud interceded for the préservation of that beautif 
seat, as a matter of per&onal favour, in which he found bii 
self deeply interested. 
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CoUmel Everard, whea he had finklied liis letler, ^d Aot 
fiad himielf gieatly rûeD ïn hb own opinion. In the coune 
of hk political condact, be had till thÎB hour aroided mizin^ 
up peraonal motiTes with his paMic groundi of acdoo, aod 
yet he oow felt bîmself makidg sueh a comporidoo. Dut he 
comforted himself, or at least gilenced this uopleasiog recol- 
lectioD, with tfae connderatioo, that the wealof Britain stu- 
died under the aspect-of tfae times, absolutely required that 
Cromwell ehould be at the head of the goverament; and 
that the interett of Sir Henrj Lee, or rather his safety and 
hie existence, oo less emphatically demauded the presenra- 
tion of Woodstock, and his résidence there. Was it a fault 
of his, that the same road should lead to bcth thèse ends, or 
that his prirate interest, aod that of the countiy, shouki hap* 
ten to roix in the- same letter ? He hardened himself, there* 
fore to the act, made up and add^eased his packet to the Lord 
General, and then sealed it with his seaî of arms. Thb 
done, he laj back in his chair ; and, in spite of his expecta- 
lions to the contrary, fell aaleep in the course of hb réfections, 
anxious and harassing as they were, and did not awaken un- 
til the cold graj light' of dawn was peepiog through the eas' 
tern oriel. 

He started at first, rousing himself with the sensation of one 
who awakes in a place unknown to him ; bat the localittes in-^ 
stantly forced themseWes on his recoUéction. The iamp burn<< 
ing dimly in the socket, the wood-ûre almost extinguished in its 
own white embers, the gloomy pîcture over thç chimney-piece^ 
the sealed packet on the table — ail reminded him of the events 
of yesterday, and bis délibérations of the succeeding night. 

^ There is no help for it,' he said ; ^ It must be Cromwell or 
anarchy. And probably the sensé, that his title, as h^ad ui 
the Executive Government, b'derived merely from popular con-« 
sent, may check the toc natural proneness of power to render 
itself arbitrary. If he govern by Parlîaments, and with regard 
to the privilèges of the subject, wherefore not Oliver as well bé 
Charles? But I must take measures for having this conveyed 
safely to the hands of this future sovereign prince. It will be 
well to take the fîrst word of influence with him, sin'ce there must 
be many who will not hesitate to recommend counsels more vio- 
lent and precipitate.' 

He determined to intrust the important packet to the charge 
of Wildrake, ,^hose rashness was never so distinguished, as 
when by any chance he was left idle'and unemployed ; besides, 
fïven if his feith had not been otherwise unimpeachable, the ob-; 

■gâtions wl^ich he owed to hb friend Everard must bave render- 

d it such. 
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Ttiese conekisioM pasmdtbrougk Colonel Everard'amindya» 
collecting the remains «f wood iu the cbimBey, he gathered them 
iato a hearty blaze, to remove the uxicomfortable feeling^f chill- 
nes8 whfch pervaded his limbs ; anid by the time he was a Httk 
more warra, agaio sunk into a slqmber which was only dispelled 
by the beams of inorning peeping into his apartment. 

He arose^ roused himself, walked up and down the roonii and 
iooked from the large oriel Windows on ihe nearest objects^ 
whi€h were the untrimmed hedge» and neglected walks of a cer- 
tain wilderness, as it is called in aocient treatises on gardening, 
which, kept of yore well ordered, and in ail the pride of the 
topiary act, presented a succession of yew trees eut into fantas^ 
tastic forms, of close alleys, and of open walks^ filling about 
twoor three acress of ground on that side of the Lodge, and for* 
miDg a boundary between its immédiate precincts and the open 
Park. Its énclosure was now broken down in many places, and 
the hlnds witfa their fawns fed free and unstartled up to the ver> 
Windows of the sylvan palace. 

This had been a favourite scène of M arkham's sports wfaen 
a boy. He could still distinguish, though now grown out of 
shape, the verdant battlemëots of a Goihic castie, ail created 
by the gardener^s shears, at which he was accustomed to shoot 
his arrows, or, stalking before it like tbe Knight-errant of whom 
he vead, was wont to blow his horn, and bid défiance to. the 
supposed gia&t or Paynim knight, by wkrom it was garrisoned. 
He remembered how he used to train his cousin, though seve^ 
rai y.ears younger^han himself, to bear a part in thèse revels o/ 
boyish fancy, and to pUy the cbaracter of an elfin page, or e 
fairy , or an enchanted princess. He remembered, too, many par- 
ticulars of their later acquakitaxice, from which he had been ai- 
most necessariiy led to tbe conclusion, that from an early peri- 
od their parents had entertained some idea, that there might be 
a well-fitted match betwixt his fair cousin and himself. A thou» 
sand visions formed in so bright a pi^ospect had vanished along 
with it, but now returned like shadows, to remind him of ail he 
had lost — and for what ? — < For the sake of England,' his proud 
consciousness replied,"^— ^ Of England, in danger of becoming tbe 
prey at once of bigotry and tyranny.' And he strengthened 
himself with the recollection, ^If I bave sacriôced my private 
bappiness, it is that my country may enjoy liberty of conscience, 
and Personal freedom ; which andera weak prince and. usurping 
statesmen, she was but too likely to bave lost.' 

But the busy fiend in bis breast would not be repulsed by the 
bold answer. f Has thy résistance,' it dcnianded, * availed thy 
country, Markham Everard ? Lies not England, after so mucb 
bioodshed, and so much misery, as low beneath the sword of 
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a fortonate ^oldîer as formerly under the sceptre of an eacroatcb* 
ing prince? ,Are Parliament, or what remains of tbcm, fitted 
to confond with a leader, master of his soîdiers* hearts, as bold 
and subtie as he is impénétrable in his designs ? Tbis General, 
who holds the army, and by that the fate of the nation in his 
hand, wiil helay down his power because phiiosophy wpuldpro- 
nounce it his duty to become a subject ?^ 

He dared not answer that his knowledge of Cromwell author^ 
lied him to expect any sach act of self-denial. Yet still he con- 
sidered'that in tîmes of such infinité diffic^lty, that must be the 
best government, however little désirons in itself, which should 
most speedily restore peace to the land, and stop tbe wounds 
whîch the contendjng parties were daily inflicting on each other. 
He ima'ginedthat Cromwell was the only authority under which • 
A steady governmentcould be formed, and therefore had attached 
bimseli to his fortune, though not without considérable and re- 
curring doubts, how far serving the views of tbis impénétrable 
and mysterious General was consistent with the principles under 
lirhich he had assamed arms. 

While thèse things passéd in his nrind, Everard looked upon 
Ihe packet which lay on the table addressed to the Lord gênerai, 
Qnd which he had made up before sleep. He hesitated several 
ttimes, wben he remembered its purport, and in what degree he 
Uiust stand committed with that per8onage,and bound to support 
fais plans o/ ag^:randîzement, when once that communication was 
|n Oliver Cromwell's possession. 

i * Yet it must be so,' he said at last, with a deep sigh. ^ Among 
^he contending parties, he isthe strongest — ^the wisest and most 
teoderate — and ambiti«us tbough he be, perhaps not the most 
'dangerous. * Some one must be trusted with power to préserve 
and enforce gênerai order, and who can possess or-wield such 
power Itke him that is head of the victorious armies of England ? 
Come what wili in future, peace and the restoratton of law ougbt 
to fbe our first and most pressmg object. Tbis remnant of a 
Parliament cannot keep their ground against the army, by mère 
appeal to the sanction of opinion. If they design to reduce the 
sodiery, it mustbeby accutal warfare, and the land bas been too 
long steeped in blood. But Cromwell may, and I trust wil), 
make a moderate accommodation with them, on grouods by 
which peace may be preserved ; and it is to tbis which we must 
look and trust for a settlement of the kingdom, alas ! and for 
the chance of protecting my obstinate kinsman from the consé- 
quences of his honest though absurd pertinacity.' 

Silenclng some internai fellings of doubt and reluctance by 
'shreasoning as this, Markham Everard centinued in his re* 
lution to unité himself with Cromwell in the struggle which ^waa 
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evîdently approachîng betwixt the civil and militaryauthorities; 
not as the course whicb^ if at perfect liberty, he would bave 
preferred adopting, but as the best choice betw^n two danger* 
oas ex'tremities to.which the times had reduced him. He could 
not help trembling, however, when he recoUected thaf bis father, 
though hitherto the admirer of Cromweil, asr the impleinent by 
ivhom so many marvels had been wrought in England^ might 
not be disposed to unité with bis interest against that of the 
Long Parliament, of which he had been, till partly laid asîde by 
continued indisposition, an active and leading member. This 
doubt aiso he was obliged to swallow, or strangle, as he might ; 
but consolfhg himself with the ready argument, that it was im- 
possible his father could see matters in another light than that in 
which they occurred to himself. 



CHAPTER VIL 

DfiTERMiNEo at length to despatch his packet to the General 
without delay, Colonel Everard approached the door of the 
apartment, in which, as was évident from the dead breathmg 
within, the prisoner Wildrake enjoyed a deep slumber, under the 
influence of liquor at once and of fatigue. In turning the key^ 
the bôlt, which was rather rusty, made a résistance so noisy, as 
pajtly to attract the sleeper's attention though not to awake 
him. Everard stood by his bed-side, as he hearcl him mutter, 
*Is it morning already, jailor ? — Why, you dpg, an' you had 
but a cast of humanity in you, you would qualify your vile news 
with a cup of sack, — ^hanging is sorry work, my masters — and 
sorow's dry.' 

^Up, Wildrake — up, thou ill-omeped dreamer,' said his 
fflend, sbaking him by the coUar. 

^Hands off." answeredthesleeper, — ^^I can climb a ladder 
without help, I trow.' — He then sate up in the bed, and opening 
hiseyes, staredaroundhim, and exclaimed, ^Zounds! Mark, 
is it only thou ? I tfaought it was ail over with me--fetters were 
struck from my legs — rope drawn round my gûllet — irons knock- 
ed off my hands--hempen cravat tucked on — ail ready for a 
dance in the open élément upen slight footing.' 

* Trace with folly , Wildrake ; sure the devil of drink, to whom. 
thou hast, I think, sold ^yself — 

' For a bogshead of saek,' interrupted Wildrake? * the bargatn 
was madeioacèllàrin the vicinity. , • j ibi j. 

< I am as nad as thou art, to trust any thing to thec, tfaid Mftik* 
am j * I scarcely beWtye Mt thou hast tby sensés yet. 
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* Wbat shoidd ail me ?* said Wildrake— « I trust I hâve not 
tasted liqttor in mj sleep, saviog that I dreamed of drinking 
smaH-bcer with 0)d Noll, of his owd brewiDg. — ^Bat do not 
leok 80 glum, man — ^I am tbe same Roger Wildrake that I 
erer vas; as wild as a roallard, but as true as a gamecock. 
I am thlne own churo, man — ^bouod to thee b7 tby kind deeds 
— demnetuM &ene;(cto-rthere is Liatin for it; and vhere k the 
thiog thou wilt charge me with, tiiat I vili Dot,,or dare not exe* 
cote, were it to piek the devil's teeth with my rapier, afler bc 
had breakfasted upou round-heads." 

< You will drive me mad,' saîd Everard. — * When J am 
about to iiitrust ail I hâve most valaable ou earth to jonr 
management, your condact and language are those of a roere 
Bedlamite. .Last nigbt l made allowance for tby drunken 
fury ; but who can endure thy mornîng madness ? — ^it is unsafe 
for tbyself and me, Wildrake-—it is unkind— I might say 
ungrateful.' 

*• Nay, do not say that^ jny friend,' said the cavalier, wtth 
fiome show of feeling ; ' and do not judge of me witli a seve- 
rity that cannot apply to such as I am. We who hâve lost 
our ali in tliese sad jars, who are compelled to shift for our 
living, not from day to day^ but from meal fo meal — ^we whose 
only hlding-place is the jail, whose prospect of (inal repose is 
the gallows,-«-what çan'st tliou expect from us, but to bear such 
a lot with a ligbt heart, since we should break down under ît 
with a beavy oue ?' 

This was spokea in a tone of feeling whhsh found a respond- 
ing string in Evetard's bosom. He took his friend^s hand, and 
pressed it kindly. 

' Nay, if I seemed harsh to thee, Wildrake, I profess it was 
for tbine owa sake more than mine. I know thou ha^t at the 
bottom of thy levity, as deep a priuciple of houonr and fceliog 
as ever governed a hiiman heart. But thou art thoughtless— 
thou art rash— and I protest to thee, that wert thou to betray 
thyself in this matter in which I trust thee, the evil conséquen- 
ces to myself would not aflSict me more than the thought of 
putting thee into such danger.' 

< Nay, if thou take it on that tone, Mark,7saîd the cavalier, 
making an effort t6 laugh, evidently that he might conceal a 
teadency to a différent émotion, ' thou wilt make children of 
us both— babes and oucklings, by the hilt of this bilbo^ — Corne, 
trust mé; I can be cautions when time requires it«-no man ever 
saw me drihk when an alert was expected*-*and not one poor 
pint of wine wiil I taste until I hâve managed this matter for 
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tbee. Well, I am thy secretaiy— «lerk — I had fiN^got^-an J carry 
thydeqwtches tô Cromwell, taking. good heed not to be aur- 
pnsed or choosed out of my lump of loyalty, (striking hia finger 
OD tbe packet,) and I am to délirer it^o the most loyal hands to 
which it is most humbly addressed — Adzooks, Mark, think of if 
a moment longer — Surêly thou wilt not carr j thy perverseness so 
far, aa to strike in with this bloody-minded rebel ? — Bid-me give 
him three inches of my dudgeon-dagger, and I will do it much 
more willingly than présent him with thy packet.' 

' Gro to,' replied Éverard, ^ this is beyond our bargaîn. If you 
win help me, it is well i if not, let me lose no time in debating 
with thee, since I think every moment an âge till the7>acket is in 
the Générales possession. It is the oni^ way lefl me to obtain 
some protection, and a place of refuge for my uncle and his daugh- 
ter.' 

' That being the case,' said the cavalier, * I will not spare the 
spur. My nag up yonder at the town wiU be ready for the roacl 
in a trice, and thou mayst reckon on my being witli Old Noll — 
thy Génial I mean — ^in as short time as man and horse may 
consume betwixt Woodstock and Windsor, where I think I 
shall for the présent find thy friend keeping possession where he 
has slain.' 

' Huah, not a word of that. Since we parted last night, I bave 
shapedthee a path which will suit thee better than to assume the 
decencyoflanguage, andûfoutward manner, of which thou hast 
so httle, riiave acquainted the General that thoù hast been by 
example and bad éducation *-* 

* Which is to be interpreted by contraries, I hope,' said Wild- 
rake ; ' for sure I hâve been as well born and bred up as any lad 
of Liecestershire might désire.' 

' Now, I prithee hush — thou hast, I say, by bad example be- 
corne at one time a M alignant, and mixed in the party of the lato 
King. But seeing ilêhat tbings were wrought in the nation by the 
General, thou hast corne to a clearness touching his calling to be 
agreatiniplementin the settlement ^ thèse distracted kingdoms. 
This account of thee will not only lead him to pass over some of 
thy eccentricities, should they break out in spite of thee, but will. 
aiso give thee an interest with him as being more especially at- 
tachedto his^own person.' 

' Doubtless,' said Wildrake, < as every fisher loves best the 
trouts that aip of his own tickling.' 

* It is hkefy, I think, he will send thee hither with letters to mé,' 
sud the Colonel, ' enablingme to put a aitop to the proceedings 
of thèse sequestrato^, and to give poor old Sir Henry Lee pcr 

Voi. I. G 
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mission te Vaoget oui hk days among tbeoaks he lares to look 
upoB. I hâve made it nxy request to him, and I itàok my fiitfaer's 
rriendship and my ovn may stretoh so &r on bis regard wkhout 
risk of cracldiig, especiaUy stancKng matters as they now do — 
tlK)U dost understand ?' 

' Eiatàrétj well,' said the cavalier ; ' siretch, quotha ! — ^I would 
rather stiètch a rope than hold commerce with the old King-kill- 
ing ruffian. But i hâve said I will be guided by tiiee, Majrkham, 
and rat me but I will.' 

*Be cautious then,''8aid Everard, < mark well vtrhat be does 
and says — ^more especially what he does ; for Oliver is one of 
those whose mind is better known by his actions than his words 
— and Btay — ^I warrant theethou wert setting off viâthout a cross 
in thy purse ?' 

' Too true, Mark,' said Wildrake, the last noble melted last 
iiight ank>ngst yonder blackguard troopers of yours.' 

*• Well, Roger,' replied the colonel, * that is easily mended.' 
Ho sagring, he slipped his purse into lus friend's hand. *■ But art 
thou not an inconsequential weather-brsôned fellow, ta set fbrth 
as thou wert about to do without any thing to bear thy charges 
— what couldst thou hâve done ?' 

' Faith, I never thought of that— I must bave cried Stand, I 
suppose, to ihe first pursy townsmân, or greasy grazier, that I 
itiet o' the heath — ^it is many a good fellow's shiH in thèse bad 
times.' 

' Go tOj' said Everard ; ' be cautious — ^use none of your loose 
acquaintance — ^rule your. tongue — ^beware of the wine pot — ^for 
tliere is but litde danger if thou couldst only but keep thyself so- 
l)cr-rBe moderafe in £q[>eech, and forbear baths of vaunting.' 

^ In short, métamorphose myself, into such a prig as 'thou art, 
Mark — Well,' 4said Wildrake, < so far as outside wiU go, I tbink 
i can midce a Hope-on-high-Bomby* as well as thou canst. Ah ! 
those were merry days when we saw Miâs présent Bomby at the 
I^'ortime play-house, Mark, ère I had lost my laced cloak and Ûie 
jjewel in my ear, or thou hadst gotten the whnkle on thy brow> 
and the puritanic twist of thy mustachiot' 
, * They were Kke most worldly pleasures, Wildrake,' replied 
Everard, * sweet in the mouth and bitter in gestion. — B^t away 
with thee ; and when thou bring'st back my Answier, ^ou wilt 
fmd me either hère or at Saint G^orge's Ion, at the little bo- 
rough.^-Good luck to thee — But be cautions faow thy beareet 
rhyself.' 

* A puritanic character in oae of Beanmont and Fletoh^r'fl pUy«, 
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Use Cohmel remained in deep méditation. — *I think,' hç» 
said, ^ I kave noft pledged .myaelf too far to the Gênerai A 
breach'between hmi and the Parliament seems inévitable, and 
would thro^ En^and back into civil war, of which ail men are 
wearied. • He may dislike my mess^dger*— yet that I do not 
greatly fear. > He knows I would choôse suoli as I cah myself 
dépend on, and hathT dealt enough with the stricter sort to be 
aware that ttere are among thém, as well as elsewhere, men 
who ean bide two faces nnder cme hodd.' 



CHAPTER VIII. 

For theffe m.lofly air was seei) to stand 
Tbe Mem Protector of the conquer'd laacl ; 
Draurn in that look with which be wept and swore, 
Ti^rn'd ont the members^ and made fast the dôor 
Ridding the bouse of every kuaveand drone, 
Forced— tbougfa it g^riev'd bis seul — to ruie aloner 

2^ J^ranA Coyrl*Atp<— C&ABBE. 

LsATiiro Cokmel Everard to his méditations, we foUow the joUy 
cavalier, his companion, who, i>efQre mountin^ at the George, 
dtd tiôt^fiiil to treat himaelf to his monûng draught of eggs and 
muscadine, to enable him to face the harvest wind. 

AitÉiough he had sufiered himself to be sunk in the extrava- 
gant license which was practised by the cavaliers, as if to oppose 
their conduct m every point to the preoiseness of their enemieis, 
yet Wikfrsike, wdl-born and well-educated, and endowed witii 
good natural parts, and a heart which even debauchery, and the 
wild hfe of a rosoing cavalier, had not been able entûrely to cor- 
rupt, moved on^ his présent ^300^^^ with^ strange mh^tare of 
feeiings, sucn as perliaps he had nefër in hb Hle before experi- 
enced. 

Hisfeelings as a royalist led him to detest Cromwett, whom in 
other cireumstances he would searce bave wisfaed to see, except 
in a fiekl of battle, where he could hâve had the pleasure to cix- 
change pistol sbots with faim. But with this hatr^d there was 
mixêda eertain degree of fear. Always vietorious wherever he 
fought, the remarkable pefson whom Wildrake was new ap- 
proacfaing had acquired tlût influence orer the mmds of his ene- 
miesj irUch constant suocess is so aptio inspire^-'they dreaded 
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while they hated him — and joined to thèse feeliiigs, was a restless 
meddliiigcuriosity, whicfa made a particuUtr feature in Wildrake's 
character, who having long had busiaess of his own, and càring 
notlnng about that which he bjid, waa easily attracted by the de- 
sire of seeing whatever was curious or int^estîng arôund bim. 

' I should like to see ^heold rascal after.all,' he said, ' were it 
but (o say that I had seen him.' 

He reachftd Windsor in the aftemoon, and felt on bis anivai 
the strongest inclination to take up bis résidence M somcrof his 
old haunts, when he had occasionally frequented that £uir town 
in gayer days. But resisting ail temptations of this kind, he 
went courageously to the principal inn, from which its ancient 
eiablem, the Garter, had long disappeared. The master, too, 
wh6m Wildrake, experienced in his knowledge of landlords and 
hoBtelries, had remembered a dashing Mine Host of-Queen Bess's 
school, had now sobered down to the temper of the times, shook 
his head when he spoke of the Parliament, wielded bis spigot 
with the gravity of a priest conducting a sacrifice, wished £ng- 
land a happy issue out of ail her affliction, and greatly lauded hk 
excellency the lord gênerai. Wildrake aJso remarked, that his 
wine was better than it was wont to be, the Puritans having an 
excellent gifl at detecting every fallacy in that matter ; and that 
his measures were less, and his charges larger — circumstauces 
which he was induced to. attend to, l^ mine host talking a good 
deal about his conscience. 

He was told by this important personage^ that the Loid Ge- 
neral received firankly ail sorts of persons ; and âiat he might 
obtain access to him next morning, at eight o'clock, for the 
trouble of presenting himself, at the castle gâte, and announcing 
himself as the bearer of despatches to his Excellency. 

To the castle, the disguised cavalier repaired at the hour ap- 
pointed. Admittance was ûeely permitted to him by the red- 
coated soldier, who with austère looks, and faismusket on^hi» 
^should^, mounted guord at ifao «vtemal gâte of tluit noble build- 
ing. Wildrake passed throiïgh the under-warê or cûort, gazing 
as he palssed upon the beautifiil Chapel, which had but iately re- 
ceived in darknçss and silence, the ui^onoured remains of the 
slaughtered King of Ënglapd. Rough as Wildrake was, the re- 
collection of this circuyistance afiected him so strongly, that he 
had nearly tumed back in a sort of horror, rather than &ce the 
dark and daring man, to whom, amongst ail the actors m thât 
melancholy afisiur, its trafic cmelusion was chieây to be im- 
puted. But he feU the necessity of subduiîig ail sentiments of 
this nature, akid compelled himself to proceed in a negotiation 
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intrusted t6 his ednduet bf one to whom fae wfts so mticli obfigèd 
as Colonel Ererard. At thé aseent, w&ieh passéd by' tlie Round 
Tbwêr, hè k>oked to the ensign-tflair, from which tJle li^ffaier of 
Englaiid WM^ wont to fioat. tt was gone witb aU its rici^ etoiblo* 
zoary, its gorgeot» quartenngs, uid sptendkl embroidery ; and 
in its room waved that of tlie Commonwealfb, the erosà' ofSaâiit 
Greorge, in its colours of Moe 9^à red, net yet interse<îted by the 
diagonial cross of Scotland, wMch was goon aller asanmed» in év- 
idence ofËiiglatid's co^^nest over her ancient eneiny. Tfai& 
change of ensigns hicreabed tle elaiitai of hifi gloomy reflectîons, 
in which, ahhongh côntrary to his wont, he beeame 90 deeply 
wrapped, tha€ the first thing whieh l'ecalled him to himdelf, was 
a ehdlenge â'onr t^ sentinel, âceempanievf wilh a stroke of the 
buttof his musket on the pavement, with an emphasis^ whieh 
made Wildïake start. 

* Whithei^ away, and who are you ?* 

< The be»er éf a packet,' answered Wildrake, « to ^e wcns 
shipftd thei Lord Géiieral.' 

^ S«and tiâ I calt the officer cf the guard.' 

The ebrpoTaî made his appearance, distingnêhed above thbse 
of his commsuid by a double quantily of band round his ii'eck, a 
double height of steeple*crowned bat, a large allowance of cloak, 
and a trc^le proportion of sour gra vity of aspeet. It might be 
read on his countenanee, that he was one of thosa tremendous 
enthusiasts to whom Oliver owed his conquests, wfcose r^igion^ 
zeal made them cven more than a match for <^e high-spirited 
aiïd highrbom cavaliers, i^ho eixhansted their valeur in- vain de- 
feiiee of their sovereigiii'D person and crown. He looked Wléi 
grave solemnity at WUdrake, as if he was makiag in his own. 
mind an invetitory of his features and dress, and iteving iuMy pe- 
nfised ^em^, he required ; < to know his business.* 

' My business,' said Wildrake, as firmîy as he eoulS-^rlIre 
oloaB westiçfltioii of ibis m«n had* ^ven him somp «nplëasant 
nei«v0tt»sensatioh» — ^<'my business is witihyodr General.' 

* WUSst his SseeSency- the Lord General, thon would^st say V 
replied the corporal. * Thy speech, my ftiend, saveurs too fitde 
of fbe reiverenoe- diwe* to Ms ExeeUency. 

«!>— nhis Bxcellency,' was at tiis ISps cflT tlie cavalier ; tinit 
prudence kept guard, and permitted not the' oflfeaaivc vnft^ to 
esoMe the barfieA BB<«3ybowe(f> airid was aUent. 

* l^lknrme,^ said' ^ sftârelled fi^e i»faM» ^ w^^aeé; 
«nd< WiUtek« M»mA Uni' aefconi&ii^ ittHo- ite gt»«^lloiiae, 
tnd exhibited an interior chaiacteristic of the um^, anaveiydilt 
fcrent from what such jnOitary stations présent at the présent day. 
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B7 the fire sat two or three mii8keteer8,.li8taûii9 to one who 
was expounding some rdîgiooB mystcry to-them. He began 
hstfbeneath his breath, but in tones of great vo|abitity, wUcb 
lones» as he approached the conclvunon, became shjup aiid eager, 
as chaUenging either instant answer or silent acquiesence. The 
audience seemed to Usten to the speaker with immoreable fea- 
tures, only answering him with clouds of tobacconsmoke, which 
they rolledfrom undar their thick mustachios. On a boich lay a 
soldier on his face ; whether asieep, or m a fit of contemplation, 
it was impossible to décide. In the midst of the floor stood an ^ 
offioer, as he seemed by hisembroidered shoulder4)elt and scarf 
roimd his waist, otherwise very plainly attired, who was engaged 
in drilling a stout bompkin, ûtely enlisted, to the manuel, as it 
was then nsed. The motions and words of command were 
tiipenty at the rery least ; and nntil they were regolarly brooght 
to an end, the corporal did not 'permit Wildrake either to sit 
down or inove forward beyond the thieshold of the gaard-honse. 
80 he had to liston in succession to— Poise your muaket-^Rest 
your mudcet — Cock your mudcetr—HancUe your prime»— and 
many other forgotten words of discipline, until at kngth the 
wor^ * Order your musket,' ended the drill for the time. 

< Thy name» firiend ?' said tiie. officer to the recruit, whoi the 
lesfon was over. 

'Ephraim,' answered fhe ^ow with an affected twang 
through the nose. 

« And what besides Ef^irahn ?' 

« Ephfaira Cobb, fi-om the Godly dty of Glocester,^ wfaere I 
have^dwelt, for seyen yeai8,.serving apprenticediip to a praôse* 
wdrâiy cordwainer.' 

' It is a goodly eraft,' answered the officer ; * but casting in 
thy lot with ours, doubt not that thou shalt be set beyond tlmie 
awl, and thy lasit to boot' 

A grimaBÛleoftibie speaker accmnpaniéd this poor attendit at 
apun^ and'then tuming round to the corporal, who stood two 
paces off, witB the fitee of one who seemed deBi]:ous of speaking, 
said, < How now, corporal, what tidings ?' 

' Hère is one with a p^y^kèt, and please your Exoelleiicy,' said 
thecorpora^^ S|u«ely miy spifitdoes not rejoice in him, semng I 
esteem him W a wolf in sheep's clothii]^.' 

By ithese words, Wildrake leamed tl»t ' he was in the ^actoal 
prtBsence of the remarkabb person to whom he was commission- 
ed ; uM^he pauded to consider in wbat ssamier he ought to ad> 
dresahim* 
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The figure of Olhrer Cr^mwell was, aa is generally known, 
in no way prepoèsessing. Hë was of middle stature, strongly 
and coaraefy made, with hardi and severe features, indicative^ 
howeTer, of much natural aagaoity and depth of thought His 
eyes weregray and pieicing ; bis noae too large in proportion to 
fais other Stores. 

Itia mamier of ^eakiiig, when he had, the purpose to make 
hinsdf distmctfy undérstiMd, was energetic and forcible, though 
neither graeeful nor éloquent No man could on sueh occasico 
put bis meaning into fewer or more décisive words. But when, 
as it oàeàk happened, be bad a mind to play tbe orator, for ihe 
heœût e£ people's ears, vithout enligtbening tbeir understai^- 
ing , Gromwen was wont to invest bis meaning, or tbat wbicb 
seoned to be bis meaning, in sucb a niist of words, sorrounding 
it witb 80 manjT exclusions an4 exc^>tipns, and fortîi^riag it witb 
sucb a labyrintb of parenthèses, tbat tbou|^ <me of âe most 
shrewd o^en in Ëngland, be^was, perbaps, tte moet unintelUgible 
speaker tbat ever perplexed an audience. . It bas been long eônce 
said by tbe tûstmian, tbat a collection of tbe Protector's speech- 
es woidd make, with a few exceptions, the most nonsensical bpok 
in the wurid^ but bc^ «uirbt to hm'^ «^^•^j*>*^tTif>thîng could. be . 
more nertous, concise, and inteOigible, than wbat be reaBy in.- 
tended sbould be understood. 

It was ako remarked of Cromwell, tbat tbougb bom of a good 
family, botb by father anif motber, and altbough be bad the usual 
opportunities of éducation andbreeding connected with suçhan 
advant^ge ; tbeianatie démocratie ruler could never acquire, or 
else disdainedto practise, thècoifftesies usuallyexerciaed among 
the bigher classes in tbeir intercourse witb eacb other. His ^- 
meanour was so blunt as sometime^ to be termedclownisb, yet 
there was in bis language and manner a force and energy cpr-^ 
respoiûâting to bis character, whicb impressed awe^ if it £d not 
inçoee respect ; and there were even times when tbat dark and 
subtle sfnrit expanded itself, so as abnost to concibate affection. 
The t«m for humour, wbicb displayed itsetf by fits, waslvoad ; 
and of low and«ometimes practical character. Something there 
was in bis' disposition oongenial to tbat of bis countrymen ; a 
contempit of folly, a batred of aiectation, aad a dislikeofcere* 
mony wbicb, joined to the strong intnnsic qualities of sensé and 
courage, made bim in mai^ respects not an unfit représentative 
pf the democracy of England. 

His religion must always be a subjeet of much d^M; and pro- 
bably of doubt wlùch be bimself could bardly bave cleared u^ 

UnquestiQnubly therQ wa9 » tàxm in fai0 life wheohe W9a ûcr 
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Ijrenthusiastio, ané when hk naturai temper, aHghây sobject ta h} • 
pocfaMidna, was atoongly a^lated hj t^ same fàiittlieisni which 
iDiiienced so many persons of the time. On the other hand, 
Ûiere wete peiiods dluriDg hia potitical eareer, wiien we eertùnly 
do bina do ttjuBtioe ia dur^og him with b}rpocrkiçal a|feeta6on. 
We shall probably judge him, and others of the saiWB âge» most 
Inily , i£ wa auppow tfaat thek religiouB profesaioiMi were paFtly in- 
fineiUîaliii theûr own breast, partly aaaoïned m eomp^nmee with 
thek own interast. And so iagenidOB» ia the haman hearft in de* 
cevnugitœlf as w^ ta othere, that it ia prolUaèlrneitiwr Oom- 
wdl faimaelf, nor thoae making simiUiipfeteiisions to distinguii^- 
eé piety, eould efxaiaiàjf' bave &Ledtbe point al which their enthu- 
siasm twminsted and ihea IqfpoGriay eonmeneed, or ratfter it 
was a poÉrt not fixed in itsalf, bat âuetQa;tmg witè tliei atate of 
Imi^, q^ good or bad fortufie, of higli or low spirits, itfiiMîting 
aie individual at the poriod. 

Such was the oeMra^ pereon, who, tuming roiindjon Wild- 
raksv and soanaing fais coantmanee elosely, se^aued sa htde sa- 
tisfied with wbathe beheSd, that he inatinctly hiHeSieâ forward bis 
bd«, sa as to biing the handie of hts tu zk sword witiiin hiaireacb. 
But yet, feUing làn arma in' his eloak.. a^-i^^pon ^econdtSloiights 
lajoog aside suspiciDii, or thinking preeaotion beneatii' lœn, he 
asà^ed the cavalier what he was, and whence he came ? 

* A pcK» genkkman, sir,**-^! is, my loi!d,'-*-4iiiswered- WÙd- 
iake; ^ ksi from Woodstock.' 

' And wimt may your tidings be, sir gentîenum?* said Oom- 
weU, wâbh an enphasis. < Trdy i haveseen thos» naoet wiiling 
to take upon theip that ttde, bear themsirives somewfaat i^ert of 
wise men, and good men, aad true men, with ail their gemifity : 
Yet gentlemam wacr « good'titie in old Ëngiand» when men re- 
jnemberedr what it was eonstrued to mean.' 

*rYou aay tnily; air,' rephed Wikbahe, siq>pres8ing, with diffi- 
cuifty, son»» of hisusual wild ex|detives; ^fynaerfy g«iKtonen 
wiars ibund in gentlëmen's jdaaes, but now the wortd is so 
chfUQ^ged^ tliatiyou shall findthe broidered belt^as changed place 
with ther wiéer spui^steadur J 

*'3ay^strtiiou>iai&?'^8ani tbs Genend; <I profess thon «rt a 
liciâL HBmptÊiÙDn^ that, can bandj woidi^ b9 vantonly ;-««-thou 
nng'sësomeisinit toof. lond^ to be good metaJ» motbii^ur't Astê, 
ODoe again^.wbat aro'lfty tidbafB^iidl me ?^ 

< This packet,' said Wildrake» * ccanmendeil to> ycm han^ by 
OcApadr MiMthiliB m Bfeaawi* 

«"AlaaiKmosfchaiO'niiislakm tfaeev'-aiiBivÉied'OinNiMrell, m^ 
EinsnliM'Qf a aoouA xiaa# lahea ho bid git«t d^ 
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to make fais own ; * forgive us, good friend, for roch, we doubt 
not, thou art. Sk tbee down,and commune withthyself as thou^ 
mayst, until we hâve examined tbe cbntents of thy packet. Lèt 
him be looked to, and bave ^iiBLî he lacks.' So saying the Gre- 
neral left the guard-housé, where Wildrake took hjs seat in the 
corner, and awaited with patience the issue of his mission. 
^ The soMiers now thought tbemselves obliged to treathim with 
more considération, and offered him a pipe of Trinidadoe, and a 
black jack fiiled with October. But (he look of Cromwell, and 
the dangerous situation in which he might be placed by the ieast 
chance of détection, induced Wildrake to declibe thèse hospitable 
offers, and stretchingback in his chair, and affecting slumber, he 
escaped notice or conversation, until a sort of aid-de-camp, or 
military officer in attendance, came to summon him to Crom- 
well's présence. 

By this person he was guided to apostemgale, tbroi|phwhick 
he entered the body of the Castle, and penetrating through many 
private passages and staircases, he at lengtb was introduced into 
a small cabinet, or parlour, in which was much rich fumiture 
some bearing the royal cyphér displayed, but ail confiised and 
disarranged, together with several paintings in massive firamee^ 
having thek faces tumed towards the wall, as if they had beea 
taken down for the purpose of being removed. ; 

In this scène of disorder, the vic^orious General of the Com- 
monwealth was seated in a large easy-chair, covered with da« 
mask, and deeply embrotdered, the splendour of which made a 
strong contrast with the plain,. and even homely character of his 
ftpparel ; although in look and action he seemed like one ^ho 
felt th'at the seat which might /bave in former days held tk 
prince, was not too much distii)gaished for his own fortunes 
aad ambition. Wildrake stood before him, nor did he ask him 
to ait do^. 

' Pearsoh,' said Cromwell, addressing himself to the oâSer in 
sittendance, ' wait in the gallery, but be within call.' Pearson 
bowed and was retiring. ' Who are in the gallery besides ?' 

< Worthy Mr. Gordon, the chàplain, was hc^ding forth but 
now to Colonel Overton, and four captains of your ÉxceUency'a 
régiment' 

' We would hâve it so,' said the General ; ' we would not 
there were any corder in our dwelling where the hungry soûl 
might not meet with manna. Was this good man carried on- 
ward in his discoorse ?' 

, * Mightily borne through,' said Pearson ; • and he was touch- 
ing the r^ul claims which the army, and especiafly your Ex- 
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caSeney» batk acquired, by becoming the ins^mmeiitoîa tli^ grest 
work ;-*^m)t instruments to be broken asunder «nd o«8t away 
^rbea the day of their aenice is oyer, but to be j^reservcd, and 
held preenMis aad prized for their hepourable aad mithlbl labours, 
for whàch they ha;ve fou^t and marched, aîiâ &8ted, andpray- 
ed, and aufSared cold and sorrow ; wfaâle others, who w<ndd now 
giadly aee them disbanded, and broken, aad caahiered, eat oï 
the &t, and drink of tbe stronir-' 

' Ah, good man !' said Cromwell, < and did he toucfa upon 
thia K> feeliagly ? I cixdd aay something — but not now. Be* 
goott, 'PeaaoD, to tbe gallery. Let oot our finends lay aside thér 
swi^rda, bot watch as weD as pray.' 

Pearsoaà retired ; and the General, holding tbe letler of £ver- 
ard in his hand, looked again for a long while fixedly at Wild* 
rake, as if considering in what strain he should addreaa him^ 

When ^e did speak, it was, at iirst, in one of thoae ambiguous 
dbcourâes which wehave ahready described, and by which itwas 
▼ery difficult for any one to unùerstand his meaningv if, indeed, 
he knew it himself. We shall be as concise in our stateœent, as 
oor désire to give the very Worda of a man so extraordinaiy will 
pomut. 

* Thialetter,' he naid, * vou hâve brought uafrom yoor mas" 

ter, or patron» Markbanâ Ëverard ; tmly an eicellent and bon* 

curable genUeman as ever bore a sword upon bis tbigti^ and 

•ne-wbo hatb ever di6tingui8^««>d bim^^elf in the great werk of de* 

Uveringthes^ three ppor and nnhapfw na tiens. —-Aoi^wer me not: 

Iknow iphattbott would'st say. — Andthis letter he hatb sent to 

xae by thee, hisclerk, or sécréta ry, in ivhom he hath confioence, 

asd le wboiB he pray s nie to hâve trust, tbat tl>ere may be a 

careful onessenger he^ween us. And la$itly he h.rtbsenttbee to 

Qie-«-Do not answer — I kno«« what tbou would^st $ay,-^tome, 

who albeit I am of that tini-.ill considération, tbat it would be too 

muoh bpnour for me e' en tu bear a hulUert in thia fçreat and vic- 

toriotta army of £ni;tand, am nevertheless ex.^lted to tbe rank of 

holding theguidance^pd tbe leading-st^fifthereof.— Nay,do not 

answer, my friend-«-ï knCW wh.»t thou «voiiJfiL'^^^^ay» — Nofr, 

when Gommuning thas togetbitr, oor discourse takèth, in respect 

to what I bave aaid, à tbreefold arguœei t, or division : Fixst, 

as it concerneth tby master ; secomdy, a it concerneth us and 

oor office ; tbirdly anU lastly, as it toiicbeth tbyself. Nort,a9 

coocerning thia gooi' and worthy neotleman^ Colonel Markbam 

Everard, truly he hatb plaved tbe mau irom tbe begiontng of 

i\t^e unbafppy buffelings, not torning te the^right or to the left 

but holding e?er m bia eyes tbe mark at whicb he atmed* Ay> 
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tioilj a faitbful honouraUe getttleman, an^ one wbo may wiell 
call me frîetid ; aad tmi j I am plea^d to thh^ Ihat he û^h so* 
Neverthéless, in thk vale of tears, we must be govera^d leM bj - 
oor priva te respects and paMialities, than bjr fhose liigher pria- 
cipks aad points of duty^ whéFeapon the good Colonel Mafk- 
ham Everard hath ever framed bis purposes, as^ trul^, I ha?e 
endeavofired to form mine, tbat we may ail act as becometb 
good EnglMinen and. wortby patriuls. Then, as for Woodstoek, 
it is a great tbia^ «vbîch the good Colonel asks, tbat it sbovld 
be taken front the »poii of the godly, and leû in keeping of tbe 
men of Moab, and especially of tbe malignaat, -Henry Lee, 
whose hand batb been ever against as when be raigbt find room 
toraîse it : I say, he hnlh asked a great thing, both in respect 
ofbimselt andme. For we of this poor bat godly army of 
Ënglaïkl, are. holdon, by the«o of the Parliament, as men who 
sbould render in spoil for tbem, but be no sharer of'itoarselvas; 
even as tbe buck^ whicb the hounds pull to eartb, furnisfa no 
part of tfaeirfood, but they are lasbed ofiTfrom tbe carcasa with 
wbips, like tbose' whicb require punisbment for theîr forward'^ 
ness Qot reward for tbeir services. Yet I speak not tbis so much 
in respect of tbisgrant of Woodstoek, in regard tbat, perbaps, 
their Lordships otthe.Council, and also tbe Committee-men of 
ibis Parliament, may graciously Ibink tbey bave given me a 
portion in the itiatter, in relation tbat my kiasman Desborough^ 
hatb an interest allowed him therein ; whicb interest, aa be 
batb well deserved it for bis true and faitbful services to thèse 
unbappy anddevoted countries so it would ill become me to di- 
minisb tbe sàmeto hîs préjudice, uniess it were upon great and 
public respects. Tbus tbou seest bow it stands with me, my 
honest friend, and in what mind I stand toucbing tbis thy mas- 
'ter's reqnest to me ; whicb yet I do not say tbat Ican altogetb- 
er, or nnconditionally, grant or refuse, but only tell my sim- 
ple tbougbts witb regard tbereto. Tbou understandest me, I 
doubt notw' 

Now, Roger Wildrake, witb ail tbe attention he had been 
able to pay to the Lord Generars speech, had got so much 
confùsed among tbe varions clauses of tbe harangue, tbat bis 
brain was bewild« red, likë tha( of a coontry clown when he 
cbanees to get bimself involved among a crowd of carriagos, 
nnd cannot stir a step to get but of tbe way of ono of theià, 
without beiag in danger ofbeing ridden over by tbe others. 

The General saw bis look of perplexity, anibegan aneir 
oration, totte same pnrpose as beibre ; — spokeof bi«,love for 
^is kind friend tbe Cûlonel,--his regard fer bis pioàs and god' 
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Ijjklniman, Sf aster Desboroagb,— the gr«at importoite of tbe 
palace aod Park of Woodstook, — the deteraÎD^tion of tbe 
rarliameot that it shoujd be confiscated, and tbe produce 
brougbt ÎDto tbe coffers af the atate, — ^bis owa deep vénéra- 
tion for tbe aatboht> of Parliament, and bis no ïeas deep seo&e 
o( tbe injustice done to tbe aruij, — how it was bis wisb and 
will tbat ail matters sbould be settled In au amicable aod 
friendlj manner witbout self-seeking, debate, or strife, be* 
tvrixt tbose wbo bad Ibe^n tbe hands acting, aod sach as bad 
been- tbe beads goTerniog, in tbat grent national caqsey«--t)OW 
be was wiUing, tmlj willing, to contribute to tbîs work, bjlaj- 
ing down, not bis commission onlj, but bis life abo^if it 
vrere reqaested of him, or conld be granted wîtb safety to tbe 
poor soldiers, to wbom, sillj poor men, be vvas bound to be as 
a fatber, seeiog tbat tb^ bad followed bim wîth the duty and 
affection ofchildren. 

And hère be arrived at anotber dead pause, leaviog Wild- 
rake as ancertain as before, wbetber it was or was not bis par- 
pose to grant Colonel Everard tbe powers be bad asked for tbe 
protection of Wobdstock against tbe Parlîamentary Commis^ 
sioners. Internaily be began to entertain bopes tbat the jus- 
tice of Heaven, or tbe éffects of remorse, bad confounded tbe 
regicide's uoderstandiog. — But no^--be could see not^ing but 
sagacity in tbat steady , stern eye, wbicb, wbile tbe longue pour- 
fortb its pberipbrastic language in such profusion, seomed to 
watch witb severé accuracy tbe effect whicb his oratory pro- 
duced on tbe listener. 

* £gad,' tbougbt ibe cavalier to bimself, becomîog a little 
familiar witb tbe situation in wbicb be was placed, and rather 
impatient of a contersation which led to no visible conclusion 
or termination, * if Noll were tbe devil biroself, as be is the 
devil's darling, I will not be tbus nose-led by bim. Vl\ e*ea 
brusque it a little, if be goes on at tbis rate, aad try if 1 can 
bring bim to a more intelligible mode of speaking.* , 

Entertaiùing this bold purpose, but balf afraid to exécute 
it, Wildrake lay by for an opportunity of making tbe attempt, 
wbile Cromwell was apparently anable to express bis own 
meaning. He was already beginning a tbird panegyric upon 
Colonel Everard, witb sondrj varied expressions of his own 
wiab to oblige bim, wben Wildrake took the opportunity of 
a pause to strike îo, on tbe Générales making one of his orato- 
rical pauses. 

* So please you,- )ie said, blantly, < your worsbip bas already 
spoken on two topics of your discourse, your own wortbinets*, 



.\ 



WOODSTOCK* 85 

nuà that of my muter, Colonel Ererard. Bot, to ooaUe me 
to do mine erraad» it wooM be necessary to bestow a fêw words 
ou the third faead/ 

' The third !' saîd Cromwell. 

* Ay,' said Wildraké, ' whicb, îd yoor honoor's subdifision ^ 
of your diflconrse, toached on my unworthy self. Wbat am I 
to do-«-what portion am 1 to hare in this matter ?' 

Olirer atarted at once from the tone of voice he had bîther* 
to used» and which somewhat resembled the parrtng of a 
domestic cat, into the growl of the tiger when about to spring. 
* 7%y pdirtion, jail-biiâ !' he exclaimed, ' tbe gallows — thoa ^ 
shalt Imog as higti as Hamao, if thoa betray counsel !— -Bat»' 
he added, softening his voice, * keep it like à trae man, and my 
faroôr wiU be the makiqg of thee. Corne hither — thoa arc 
faold, I see, thoogh somewhat saacy. Thoa hast been a ma- 
lignant— -flo writes my worthy friend Colonel Everard ; bat 
thon hast now gî?en up that falling cause. I tell thee, friend, 
not ail that the Parliament or the anny coald do would ha?e 
pnlled down the Staarts ont of Sheir high places, saving that 
Heaven had a controfersy with them. WeH, it is a sweet 
and comely thing-to backle on one*s armoar in behalf of Heav- - 
en's caase ; otherwise troly, for mine own part, thèse men 
might bave remained apon the throne eren anto this day. 
Neitber do I blâme any for aiding them, antil thèse successive 
great jndgments hâve overwhelmed them and their bouse. I 
am not a bloody man, havingin me the feeiing of human frailty; 
but, friend, whosoever putteth his hand to the ploogfa, in the 
great actings which are now on foot in thèse nations, had best 
beware that they do not look back ; Ibr, rely upon my simple 
Word, tbat if yoa fail me, I wiQ not spare on yon one foot's 
leogth of thegallows of Haman. Let me therefore koow, at 
a Word, if the leaven of thy malignancy is altogether drabbed 
oatofthee?'% 

' Your honoorable lordship/ said the cavalier, sbragging up 
his shoulders, * bas done that for most of us, so far as cudgel- 
Hng to some tane can perfonn it.' 

' Say'st thou V said the General, with a grim smile on hîs 
lip, which seemed to iatimate that he was not qufte inaccessi- 
ble to ftattery ; ' yea, truly, thoo dost not lie In that— we hâve 
been an instrument. Neitber are we, as I bave already hinted^ 
so severely bent against those who hâve striven against as ai 
toalignants, as others mày be. The parliament-men best 
know thetr own interest and their own pleasare ; bat, to my 
poor think^» it is fall time to close thèse jars, and to allovr 
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mep of^all kinds the mean^ of doing tervios lo tlieir eooalry ; 
Ufifà we tbink it will be thy fault if tliou art not emfiloycd to 
good purpose for the state and tfayself, on coadiiion tlioa pat- 
test awaj the old mao eatirely from thee, aod g^vcst tbjr ear- 
9e8t atteotioa to what 1 ba?e to tell tbee*' 

< Your lordsbip need aot doubt my attantion,' saîd tbe cara- 
lier. 

And tbe r«pubUcan Geaeràl» after anotber paqie* m oae 
wbo gare his confidence not witboat beaitatUm» proceeded to 
eiplaÎD bis Tiews witb a distinctneBs wbicb he aebloaa uaed, 
yet not witbout bis being a Utile bias^ed dow and tbes, by Us 
Ibng babits of circumlocution» whicb indeed he seldom laid ea- 
tirely aside, save in the field of battle. 

* Tboa séest,' be said, 'my fhend, bow thing» stand witb me. 
Tbe Partiament, I care not wbo kboaia it, lore me net-— still 
less do the Couocil of State, by whom tbey manage the ex* 
«^catîve goYernment of tbe kingdom. i canaot. tell wby tbey 
nourish saspicion agaiost me, aoless it ia becaase 1 irill not de- 
llver this poor inooceot army , whicb bas folio wed me io so 
many military actions, to be new pullcd aaondert broken 
piece-meal and reduced, so thatthey wbo baye pn>tected the 
state at the expense oftheir blood, wUl not bave, perebaoce, the 
means of feeding tbemselves by their labour ; which^ metbinks, 
were hard measure, since it ie taking from £saa bis bîrth- 
ri bt e?en without giving bim a poor miess.of pottage.' 

* Esau is likely to belp bimaelf, 1 tbink,' replied Wildrake. 

< Truly, tboa say'tt wisely/ replied tbe General;^ il is ill 
starv^ng an armed man, if there is food to be had for takiDg-<-Dev- 
erthcless, tar be it from me to encoarage rébellion, or want of 
du» sabordinatiDn to thèse oor rulers. 1 would only pétition 
in p due and becoming, a sweet and barmonioos manner, that 
tb' t would listen to our conditions, ami oonsidet dur neoèssi- 
lies. But, sirv looking po me, and esteeming me so little as 
tbey do« yoo muit tbink tfaat it would be a provocation in .me 
towards tbe Coancil of State, as well as tbe Parliament, if, 
aimply to gratify yourwortby master, 1 were to act contrary 
iù their purposes, or deny carrency to tbe commission under 
their autborky, wbicb is as yet the bigfaest in tbe State— and 
long may it be so for me !— to carry on the séquestration whicb 
tbey intend. And would it not aho be said, tbat 1 was landing 
myself to tbe malignant intarest, affbrding tbia den of tbe 
bîood-tbirsty and ksciviona tyrants ofyore, to be in thiaour day 
a place of refbge to tbat eld and in^etèrate Amalekite Sir 
Henry Lee, to keep poraenion of tbe place in wbicfc he hatb 
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soltmg |;lotiied hîttiëlf ? Tràiy « ît wcnM bé a périlotiMdatteT.* 
' Am I tbèn to repoM,' said Wildrake. ' an if it pîease Joxk^ 
that yoa cannot itead Colonel Everard m thîs matter ?* 

'Unconditionally, ay-— but, taken cooditioûally, thé anewer 
oiay b^ otherwise^^^^-anewered CromwelL * 1 see thoa art not 
ableto fathom mypvrpo^e, and tberfpre iwïHpurtly unibldit 
to thee.— «Bot take notice, that should thy tongae betray 
my covncil» sare in sofar carryingit to thy master, by ail the 
Uood which haa boen shed in tl^eee wild times, thon shalt die a 
tfaoosand deaths in one V 

* Do not fear me, tir,' said Wildrake, whose natôral boldnesi 
and carelessnesf) of character v^as for the présent tim^ borne 
dofm and qoelled» lîke that of fal.cons in the présence of the 
eagle. 

' Hear tne, then,' said Cromwell, * and let no syllable escape 
thee. Kno^est thon not the yoong Lee whom the;. call Albert» 
a maUgnant like bis father, and one who went iip witb the' 
yoQDg aatfn to that last ruffle which we had tîritb bim at Wor» 
cester ? — May we be gratefel for the victory !' 

* I know tbere ii stich a young gentleman as Albert Lee,* 
nid Wikirake. 

'And know est thou not — I s^aknot by way of prying inta 
^e good ColoneFs secrets, but only sis it behovés me to know 
somethîng of the matter that I m.ybestjudgehow 1 am to serve 
htm — Knoweât thou nôt that thy master, Inarkham Everard, ia 
asuitôr after the sbtér of thi^» same oîalignant, adanghter of the 
old Kjeeper, called Sir Henry Lee ?' 

< Afl tbis I havè h'eard/ said Wildrakè, < iior cah I deny that 
1 believe in it.* 

« Weli then, go to. — IVben the young man Charles Stoartfled 
from tbe field of Worcester, and was by sbarp chase and pur- 
suit compelted to separate himseîf from bis followers, 1 know by 
sure intelligence that this Albert Lee was one of the last who re* 
mained wîth bim, if not indeed the very la»t.' 

« It was doTilisb like bim,' said tbe cavalier, witbout sufficî- 
ently weighing fais expressions, consîdering in what présence 
they were to be uttered-r' And PII uphold him with my rapier, 
to bé a tme chip of the old block.' 

* Hà, swearest thou V said the General. * Is tbis thy re- 
formation V 

* I never swèar, so please yoo,' replied Wildrake. recollect- 
ÎDg faimself, ' ezcept there is some mention of malignants -and 
cavaliers in my hearing ; and then thé old habit retoros, and I 
Bwcar likt ohe of Goring's troopera.* 
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' Otft ifpon tbee,' said the General ; 'frbat cao it avali (hee 
to practise a "profanity so horrible to tbe ean of otbem, aud 
whicb briogs oo émolument to bim wbo uses it ?V 

* Tbere are doubtlees more profitable sine in tbe worid tban 
tbe TÎce of swearîng»' was the answer whicb rose to the lips of 
tbe cavalier ; buf thac was exchanged for % profession of regret 
fo{ bavÎDg giveo oflfeDce. The tnitb was, the discourse began 
to tafce a turo wbicb rendered it more interestii^ fban ever to 
Wildrake, wbo therefore determined not to lose tbe opportuoity 
for obtaioing possession of the secret tbat seemed to bè auspend- 
ed on Cromwell's lips ; and tbat could onljr be througb means 
of keeping guard upon bis own. 

* Wbat sort of a bouse is Woodstock ?' said tbe général 
abruptlj. 

' An old mansion,' said Wildrake in replj ; * aud so far as I 
could judge by a single nigfat's rodgings,^havÎDg abondance of 
back stairs, also sobterranean passages, and ail tbe communica- 
tions under groood, whjch are common in old raven-uests of tbe 
sort/ 

' And places for concealing ^riests unquestionably,' said 
Cromwell. * It is seldom tbat such anciept bouses lack secret 
stalls wberein to mew up.tbese calves ofBethel.' 

' Your Honour^s Excellency,' said Wildrake, * may swear to 
tbat.' 

' I swear not at all^^-^replied the Greneral drily. — ^But wbat 
tbink^st thou, good fellow ?— 1 will ask tbee a blunt qu^stioii — 
Wbere will tbose twu Worcester fugitives tbat tbou wottest of be 
more likely to take shelter — and tbat tbey must be sbeltered 
somewberp, I well know — ^tban in tbis same old palace, witball 
tb» corners and concealments, whereof young Albert bath been ' 
acquaioted ever since fais eai;liest infancy V 

' Truly,' said Wildrake, making an effort to answer tbe ques- 
tion with seeming ii^dffference, wbile tbe possibility of such an 
event. and its conséquences, âasbed fearfuUy upon bis mind, — 
* Truly, I should be of your honour's opinion, but tbat I tbiok 
the Company, wbo, by the commission of parliament, bave oc- 
cupied Woodstock, are likely to fright them tlience, as a cat 
scares doves from a pigeon-bouse. Tbe neighbourbood, with 
feverencè, of Gênerais Desborough and Harrison, will suit iJl 
with fugitives from Worcesterâeld.' 

^ I tbougbt as muçh, and so, indeed, would 1 bave it,' an- 

awered tbe gênerai. ' Long may it be ère our names shall be 

"^Qght but a terror to our enemîejs. But in tbis matter, if tbou 

rt an active plotter for tby master's interesti tbou might'st, 1 
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sKouM ttiiàk, Wofk dut sottetbiog favoura%!e té hit br^ëilt ob- 
jcct. 

* My brafd îs too poor to reàch tbe depth of your hooéatel>lé 
purpose,' sàid Wildrake. 

' Listén tfaen, and let it hé tô pro6t,' anst^red Citomwèll.-^ 
' Asdufèdly the conqaest at Worcestér K^as a great ani ei^tvn* 
ing mere^ ; y et migbt we seein to be bat éraali în our thsitikfui* 
nesdfor the saine, dîd we not do wbat în ns lies (oWatds tbe nU 
timate imprôlréineiit and final conclosioti of tbe great woifc wbldi 
has been tbe» prospérons m our bands, professing, în pure huoiî- 
Hty and sîngleness offaeart, tbat we do not, în any way» désire 
oarltastnimentality to be remembered, nay, wonld ratfaer pray 
and entrêat, tbat our ùame and fortanes were forgotten, tban 
tthrt Cbe great work were in itself incomplète. Neverth^esi, 
^f^^l» placed as wé now are, it concems us more nearly tban 
others,— -tbàt is. If so poor ereatures shoutd àt ail speak of tbetti- 
selres as concerned, wbether more 6r less, with tbese cbange» 
wfaicb bave been wrought around, not, 1 say, by ourselres, or 
our owD power, but bj tbe destiny, to wbicb we were called, 
fblfining tbe same #îth ail meeknéss and bumiiity — 1 say it con« 
ce ras Qs neariy tbat «Il tbings sbould be done în conformity 
witb the great woik wbicb batb been wrought, and is yet work* 
ing. In tbésè lands. Sncb ts my plan and simple meaning.— 
NeveKbéless, it is mucb to be desired tbat Ibis yonng man. this 
king of Scots, as be called bîmself— tbis Charles Stuart-^should 
not escape fertb from the nation, wbere fais arrivai bas Wrbugbt 
80 mucb distntt>ance and Moodsbed.* 

' f tare no doabt,' said tbe cavalier, loôking down, Vtbat yonr 
lordBhip's wlsdom hàth directed ail tbings as ttièy may beat lead 
towatds Éu'cb a consommation ; and I pray your pains may be 
pârd as they de^érve.' 

^ l thank tbee, friend,' said Cromwèll, with mncb bnmility ; 
'dotibtièss #e éball meet our reward, beukg in the bands of a 
good paymaster, wbo never passeth Satorday nigbt. But un- 
derstapd me, friend—-! désire no more tban my own share in 
tbe good woAc. I wonld beartily do vrbat poor kindness I cin 
to yoor woTtby ma9térj and even to yoa in your degree— for 
such as i do not converse witb ordinaiy men, tbat ourpresence 
may bé forgotten like an every-dsiy's occurrence. We speàk 
to men like tbee for tbeir reward or tbeir punisbment ; and t 
trust it wHI t>e tbe former wbicb thon io thine offiee^ wilt merit 
at my hénd/* 

« Yonir hoiidarV ^^à Wildrake, < !ipêaki like one «ccvstomed 
to cMttABd.* 
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^ True ; men's mtods are iikened to those of my degrae. bj 
feftr and rer^rence,' said the gênerai ;^' but enough of that» de- 
siring» aa l do, no otber dependency on my spécial person tban 
is alike to us ail upon tbat which is above na. But I would dé- 
sire to cast this golden bail into your raaster's cap. Ue bath 
aerved against tbis Cbarlea Stuart and bis fàtber. But be îs a 
kinsman near tô tbe old knigbt Lee, and sUnds well affected 
towards bis daugbter. Thou also wilt keep a watcb, my frieod 
— >t|ial ruffling look of tbine will procure tbee tbe confidence of 
everym^iignant, and the prey cannot approacb tbis cover, as 
tbough to sbelter, like a coney in tbe rocks, buttbou wilt be 
'seosiole of bis présence.* 

<l make a shift to comprehend your Eicellency,' said ihe 
cavalier ; « and l tbânk you beartily for tbe good opinion you 
bave put upon me, and wbicb, I pray, 1 may bave some band- 
some opportunity of deserving, tbat I may sbow my gratitude 
by tbe event. But still, witb révérence, your Excellency*s 
acbeme seems uniikely, wbile Woodstock remaîns in posses- 
sion of the sequtstrators. Botb tbe old kni^bt aod bis son, and 
far more such a fugitive as your honour binted at, will take 
spécial care care oot to approacb it till tbej are remoyed*' . 

' It is for tbat l bave been dealiog witb tbee tbus long,' said 
tbe GeneraL-^< I toid thee tbat I was sometbing nnwilling, 
upon slight occasiOD, to dispossess the seqoestrators by my own 
propér warrant, althougb baving, perbaps, sofficient autbority 
in the state botb to do so, and to despise the munnurs of those 
wbo blâme me. In brief, I would be loatb to tamper witb my 
privilèges, and make ezperiments between their strengtb, and 
the powers of tbe commission granled by others, witbout need, 
or at Jeast great prospect of advantage. So, if thy Colonel will 
nndertake, for bis love of the Republic, to find the means of pre- 
¥e,nting its worst and nearest danger, whicb must needs occur 
from tbe escape of this young man, and will do bis endeavour to 
stay bim, in case bis flight should lead bim to Woodstock, whtch 
I bold very likely, I will give tbee an order to thèse séquestra- 
tors, to evacuate ihe palace instantly ; and to tbe nezt troop of 
my régiment, wbich lies at Oxford, to turn them out by tbe 
sboulders, if tbey make any scruples-*Ay, even, for exemple 's 
sake, if tbey drag beslx;rougb out foremost, tbough be bé wed- 
ded to my sister/ 

* So pleast* you, sir,' said Wildrake, ' and witb yonr most 
powerfiil warrant, 1 trust I might ezpel tbe^ commissione», even 
witbout the aid <^f your most warlike and de vont troopers.' 

* Tbat is what I a|p least aaxious about/ replied the General ; 
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' I sbould like to see the best of them sit aHer I had noddéd 
to them to begone — always ezcepting tbe worsbipiîil Hovse, in 
whose name oar commissions mn ; but wbo, as some think» will 
be doné witb politics ère it be time to' renew tbem. Therefore, 
what cbiefly concerns me to know, is, whetber thy master wili 
embrace a traffic wbich hatb such a fair promise of profit with 
it. I am well convinced that witb a scoqt like thee, wbo bast 
been in tbe cayalier's qaarfers, and canst, l sboold guess, resame 
ihy drioking, ruffianlj healtb-qaaffing manners wbenever thou 
hast a mind, be mnst disco^er wbere tbis Staart bath enscono 
ed bimself. Eitber tbe yoang Lee will ?isit tbe old one in per- 
son, or he will write to bim, or hold communication witb bim 
by letter. At ail eveuts, Markham Everard and tboû must 
hare Oa eye in every bair of your bead.' Wbile be spoke, a 
flusb passed over bis brow» be l'ose from bis chair, and paced 
tbe apartment in agitatiou. * Woe to you, if you suffer tbe 
young adventurer to escape me I — ^you bad better be iii tbe 
deepest duogeen in Europe, tban breatbe the air of England, 
sboûjd you bot dream of playin); me false. I bave spoke» free* 
\y to thee, fellow — ^more freely than is my wont-^tbe thne re- 
quired it. But, to sbare my confideoce is like keeping a watcb 
over a powder magazine, tbe least and most insignificant spark 
blows thee to asbes. l*ell your master wbat I said — but not 
hôw I said— Fie, that I sbould bave been betrayed into tbe 
distemperature of passion ! — B«gone, slrrab. Pearson shall 
bring thee sealed orders — Yet, stay — tbou bast something to 

ask.' 

^I would know»' said Wildrake, to wbom the visible anxiety 
of the General ga¥esome confidence, ' wbat is tbe figure of this 
young gallant, in case I sbould find hiin ?' 

* À talî, raw-boned, swarthy lad, tbey say he bas sbôt up into. 
Here is his picture by a good haod^ some time since.* He 
turned round one of the portraits wbich stood witb its face 
against the wall ; but it proved not to be that of Charles tbe 
Second, but of his unbappy father. 

Tbe first motion of Cromwell indicated apurpose of bastily 
replacittg the picture, and it seemed as if an effovt was neces- 
sary to repress his di» inclination to look upoo it. But be did 
repress it, and placing the picture against the wall, witbdrew 
slowly and sternly, as il, in défiance of his own feeling, be was 
determinedto gain a place from wbich to see it to adyantage. 
It was well for Wildrake that his dangerous companion had 
not turned an eye on him, for hi$ blood also kindled when he 
84W the portrait of his maater in the hands of the chief author 
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of hÎB death. Being a fierce and despèratè mân, he command- 
ed hit passion witb great difficulty ; ànd if, on Hê fiirst violence, 
be had beéû provided with a sultable weapon, it is possible 
CFomwell Wouidneverhave ascended higber in h» boîdascent 
towairdB suprême power. 

Bdt tbis naturel and âudden flash of indignation, wbicb rush- 
ed through the veins of an ordinary man like Wîldrake, was 
presentty sCrbdned, wben confronted wîtb tbe strong yet stifled 
émotion disptayed by so powerfui a charactet as Croniwell. — 
As' the cavalier lôoked on his dark and bold countenance, agi- 
tated by inward and indescribable feelittgs, he found bis ovm 
Violence of spirit die away and lose itself in feàr and wonder. 
So tme it is, tbat as greater lights swallow up and extîngaish 
the displày of those which are less, so men of great, capacious, 
and ofer-mling ttiinds, bear aside and sabdae, in their climax 
of passion, tbe more feefole wills and passions of others ; as, 
when a river joibs a brook, tbe fiércer torrent sboniders aside 
the smaller stream. * 

i;, WiMrakestnod a silent; inactire, and almost a terrified 

speetafôr, wbile Cromwen, assumîng a firm sternness of eje 
and mànnér, as one wbo compels himself to look on what some 
strong internai feeling rendera painful and disgostftti to him, 
proceeded in brief and interrupted expressions, but yet with a 
firm Toice, to comment on the portrait of tbe late Kîng. His 
woi^s seeined less addrêssed to Wildrake, than to be the spoo- 
taneoas tinburtbénidg of bis own bosom, swelling nnder recol- 
lection of the past, and anticipation of tbe future. 

* Tbat Flemish painter.' he sud — • tbat Antonio Vandyke — 
fvbat a power he bas ! Steel may mutilate, warriors may waste 
and destroy — stili tbe King stands uninjured by time; and our 
grandchUdren, while they read his bistory, may look on bis 
idiage, and compare tbe melancholy features with. tbe wofd 
talé.— It was a stém necessity-- it vras an awfol deed ! The 
càliti pride of tbat eye mig^t bave mled worlds of croucbing 
Frenchmen, or supple Italians, or formai Spaàiards, but its 
glances only roused tbe native courage of the stem English- 
man. — ^Lay not on poor sinful man» wfaose breatb is in fais nos- 
ti'îls, the blâme tbat faie falls, when Heavén nevér gave him 
strengtb of nerves to stand ! The weak rider is thrown by his 
unroly borsé, and trampled to deatb— the strongest man, (be 
best cavalier, spriugs to tbe empty âaddle, and uses bit and 
spur till tbe fiery horse knows its master. Wbo blâmes bim, 
ivbo, mounted aloft, rides triumphantlj amongst tbe people, 
for bating sacceedéd, wbere the nnskiffal and féeUe ftU and 
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died ? Verilj be hath hu reward. • Tben, what îs that pie ce 
of paÎDted canFass to me more than others ? No ; let him 
show to others the reproàches of that cold, calm face, that 
proud jet complaining eye. Those who bave acted on highér 
respects bave no cause to start at painted sbadows. Not wealtb 
nor power broogbt me from my ohscurity. The oppressed 
consciences, the injuredliberties of Ëngland, were the banner 
that I follôwed.' 

He raîsed bis Foice so bîgb, as if pleading in his own defence 
before some tribunal» that Pearson, the officer io attendance, 
looked into the apaitment ; and obs^ervini; his master, with bis 
eyes kindling, bis arm extended, his foot adyanced, and bis 
voice raised, like a gênerai in the act of commanding the ad- 
Tance oï bis arroy, he instantly withdrew.' ' 

' It was other than selâsh regards that drew me Ibrtb to^ac- 
tion,' continue^ Cromwell, *and I dare the world-^ay, living 
or dead I challenge^to assert that I armed for a private cause, 
or as a means ofeiilarging my fortunes. N^^ither was there a 
trooper in the régiment who came there with less of eyil will to 
yonder unhappy— -' ^ 

Ât tbis moment the apartment opened, and a gentlewoman 
entered, who, from her resemblance to the General, althougb 
her fecitures were soft .and féminine, might be iromediately re- 
cpgnised as bis daughter. She walked up to Cromwell, gently 
but 'firmly pa&sed her arm througb bis, and said to bim io a 
persuasive tone, 'Father, tbis is not weli-— you bave promised 
ne tbis should not happen.' 

Tbe General hung down bis bead, like one who was either 
asbamed of the passion to whicb he bad given way, or of the 
influence whicb was ezercised over him. He yieldedj bow- 
eyer, to the affectionate impnlse, and left the apartment, with- 
out again turuing his bead towards the portrait whicb bad 80 
mabaffected bim. • 



CHAPTER IX. 

Dador.— Gp to, go to— You havtf known what you should not. 

Macbeth. 
WiLDRAKE was left in the cabinet,~astonished and alune. It 
was often noised about, that Cromwell, the deep and sagacious 
slatesman, the calm and intrepid commander, he who had 
overcome such diffculties, and ascended to such faeights, tba 
be seemed already to bestride the land whicb he had conquer 
ed, hsd, like many other men of great ^enius, a conatitutiona 
taint of melançboly, whicb sometimes displayed itself both in 
words actions, and had been first obserted, in that sudden and 
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stnkmg chancd, wheD, abanidôoingefntirely thedi^lute freaki 
of bis youtb, ne embraced a very strict cotirae ôf religions ob« 
sêrvancès, irhicb, nppn sôme oocasioDS, be seemed ta con- 
sider as bringing bim into more near and dose contact with 
the spiritual wôrlQ. Tbis extraordinary man is said some- 
times, dnring t6at' period bf life« to bave given way to spirit- 
ual delusions, or, as ke bimself concetved tbem* propbetic in- 
spirations of approacbing grandeur, and of strange, deep, aDd 
mysterioas agències, in wbicb be was ia foture to be engaged, 
in thesame manneras bis yonnger years had been marked by 
fits of exubérant and eze^sive frollc and debaocbertes. Soroe- 
tbing of tbis kind seemed to erplûn tbe ebullitions of passion 
wbt€b be bad now manifested. 

Witb wonder at what he bad vvitnessed, W^itdrafce felt some 
anitiety on his own account. Tbougb not tbe most reflecting 
of moTtals, be bàd sensé enougb to know, that it is dangerous 
to bo'a witness of tbe infirmitiesof men higb in power ; and he 
was lefl so long by hiaiself, as indnced bim to entertain some 
secret doubts, ^hëtber tbe Général mii^fat not be tempted to 
take means «f confining or removing a witness, wbo had seen 
bitn lo#ered, as tt seemed« by tbe suggestions of bis own con- 
•etettèe, beneath tbat lofty âigbt, wbicb, in gênerai, he affect- 
ed tb sustain above the rest of the snblunar^' vvord. 

tn tbis, bowever, he wronged CromwelL wbo was ùee etther 
from an ettreme degree of jealous suspicion; Or from any 
thing iirbich approacbed towards blood-tbirstlness. Pearson 
appeared, aAer a lapse of ahout an bour, and, intimating to 
Wildraké tbat he was to foUow, conducted him into a distant 
apartment, in "^bicb he found the General seated on a low 
cooch. ' His dau^hter was in the apartment, but remained at 
some distance, seemed busied with some female work, and 
starce turoed her head as Pearson and Wildraké entered. 

At a signfrom the Lord General, Wildraké approached him 
as before. * Friend,' be said, ' your old friends tbe cavaliers 
look on me as tbeir enemy, and condoçt tbemselves towards me 
as if tbey desired to make me such. I profess they are la- 
bouring^ to tbeir owd préjudice ; for I regard, and bave ever 
regarded ^bem, as honest and honourahle fools, who were silly 
enougb to ron tbeir necks into noo.«es, and their heads against 
stone-walls, tbat a man cailed Stuart. and no other, shoold be 
kiog over them. Fools ! are there no words made of tetters 
tbat would Sound as well as Charles Stuart, witb tbat magie 
tiUe beside them ? Why, tbe Word King is like a lighbd lamp, 
tbat throws tbe same bright gilding upon anv combination of 
tbe alphabet, aûd jret fou must sbed yoiir blood for a name ! 
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^ut thou» for thy pieut, sbtUt ha^e tto wfong from me. Hère is 
in order well warranted, tô clear the Lodgeat Woodstock, and 
ibandoQ it to tby master's keeping, or those whom beabi^l ap- 
3oint. He mi\ faavti hia uode «ind pretty «oii^Q witb biis, 
ioubtWs^. Fare tbee well — think on what 1 told tbeè. Thiey 
lay beauty U a loàd?tone to yonder long lad, thoAidost ivotof^ 
3ut I reckoo be bas otber fitars at présent 10 diiejct bia course 
tbao bright eyes and fair hair. 'Be it as it may, tbou knoweal 
ny piuvpoae-"peero4it»peerout ; keep a constant and careAil look- 
oQt on every ragged patcb tbat wanders by be.dgerow or lane-T 
theae are days virben a bjeggar's cloak may co?er a king's ran« 
Bom. There are some broad Portugal pièces for tbee — ^somer 
thing strange to thy poucb, I ween.-<--OnGe more, tbiok on 
what tbou hast beard, and,' be added, in a lower ^uû more imT 
pressive tone of voice, ' forget wbat tbou bast seen. My ser*^ 
vice to tby maater ; — and, yet once agato, rememôer— and/or* 
g€t.* — Wildrake made bis obeisance, and, returning to his inoi 
left Windsor with ail possible speed. 

It was afterooon in the sameday wfaen the cavalier rejoined 
his round-Uead friend. wbo was aoxiously expecting bim, ai tbe 
inn in Woodatock appointed for theiv rendezii^us. 

' Wbere hast tbou been ? — wbat bast tbou seen ?-r-what 
strange uocertainty is in thy looks ? — and why dost tbou not 
ansvfer rme V 

' Because/ said Wildrake, laying aside his riding cloak and 
rapier, 'you ask so raany questions at once. A man has "but 
one tongue to answer with, and mine is well nigbglued to the 
roof of my m ou tb . ' 

'Will drink loosen it?" said the Colonel ; ' though I dare 
say tbou hast tried tbat spell at every ale-hoose on the road. 
Oall for what tbou would'st bave, man, only be quick.' 

* Colonel Everard,' answered Wildrake, * I bave not tasted 
^0 much as a eu p ofxold water thia day.' 

'Then tbou art ont of humour for tbat reason,' said the Co* 
lonel ; * salve tby sore with brandy, if tbou wilt, but leave be» 
îpg so fantastîo and unlike to tbyself, as tbou showest io this 
Ivilent mood.' 

Colonel Everard,' replied th^ cavalier, very grayely» * l 
an attered man.' 

•I think thou dost alter every day in Ibe year, and every 
ur of the day. Cpme, lîood now, tell me, has thou seen the 
aeral, and got his warrant for clearing oa$ the sequentrators 
m Woodstoçk?' 

* I hvf£ seen the devil,' said, Wildrake^ ' aod hast, as tbou 
7*sty got a warrant fîom him.' 
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< 6ir6 it me bastiljr ' said £?erard, catchiog àt the packet. 

* Forgive me, Mark,* said Wildrake ; * if tboa koewest tbe 
purpose with which this deed is graoted — if thou knewest— 
wbat is not aot mj purpose to tell the — what manner of bopes 

. are founded on tby accepting it, 1 bave tbat opiiiioD of tbee, 
Mark Everard, tbat tbou woaldst as sbon take a red bot borse 
shoe from t^e anvil witb tbjr bare faand, as receive into it this 
slip of paper.' 

* Corne, corne,' said Everard, 'tbi« cornes some of yourezalt' 
ed ideas of loy^Ity, wbicb» excellent witbîD certain bounds, 
drive as mad wben encouraged up to some beigbts. Do not 
think, sÎDce I most needs speak plainly with tbee, tbat f 
see withoat sorrow tbe downfail of our anciept monarcbj, 
and tbe substitution pf anotber form of government in its stead, 
but ougbt mj regret for tbe past to prerent my acquiescing and 
aiding in socb measures as are likely ^o settle tbe future ? The 
royal cause is ruined,' badst tbou and every cavalier in Eng- 
land sworn the contrary ; niined; not to rise agaiQ,-^for manj 
a day at least. The Pariiament, so often draugbted and draiD- 
ed of tbose wbo were courageous enongb to mainlain tbeir 
own freedom of tpinion, is now reduced to a bandful of states- 

' men, wbo bave lost tbe respect of tbe people, from tbe lengtb 
of time during wbicb tbey bave beld tbe suprême management 
of affairs. Tbey cannot stand long uniess tbey were, to reduce 
tbe army ; and tbe army, late servants, are now masters, and 
wifl refuse to be reduced. Tbey know tbeir strengtb and 
tbat tbey may be an army sùbsisting on pay and free quarters 
fbrougbout Entend as long as tbey wiil. I tell tbee, WiJd- 
rake, uniess we look to tbe only man wbo can mie and man- 
age thera, we may ezpect miiitary law throughout the land ; 
and I, for mine own part, look for any préservation of our priv- 
ilèges tbat may be vouchased to us, only through tbe wisdom 
atnd forbearance of Cxomwell. Now you bave my secret. 
Yoo are awarè tbat l'am not doing but the best I can. I wish 
— ^not 80 ardenily as tbou, perhaps — ^yet I do wish that the 
king coiild bave been restored on good terme of composition, 
safe for us and for bimself. ' And now, good Wildrake, rebel 
siê tbou tbinkest aie, make me no worse a rebel than an un- 
willing one. God knows, I neverlaid aside love and révér- 
ence to tbe King, even in drawing my sword against his ill 
advîsers.* 

^ Ab, plague on you,' said Wildrake, ' tbat is tbe very cant 
of it — that*8 wbat you ail say. Ail of you fougbt against the 
king in ptire iove and loyalty, and.not otberwise. Hower- 
er, I see your driil^ and I own tbat I like it better than I ex- 
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pecitâ. Tfae army. ii your bear now, ind Old NoTl \s yow 
bearvvard ; ami you are like a country coostable, who makes 
intredt witb the beuruiird thnt h« may preveot bim from let- 
tifii; bruÎD loose. Well, there mây c >mp a daj when the sup 
wili shiiie on nur side of tbc fence, and thereon shall you, and 
ail the good fdir-weather iuiks who love the stronger partj 
corne and make commou caa^e with us.' 

Witbout nincb attending to what bis friend ;aid. Colonel 
ETersurd carefully studied the warrant of Cromweii. * It kl 
bolder and more peremptory thnu I ézpected,' be sRÎd. * Thé 
Gênerai mo^t Ceel bimself strung, when he 4>pposes bis owq 
autbority, so directiy to that of tbe councii of Slate and the 
Parliainent/ • . . 

* You will not besitate to act upon it?' Baid Wtldrake.. 

* Tbât 1 certainly will DOi/ answered Everard ; * but I muiit 
wait.tiil 1 bave tbe assistance of tbe May or, who I tbink, wiU 
f ladly see thèse fellows ejected fronci tbe Lodge/ I must not 
go altogether upon niiiitary autbority, ii possible.' Then step- 
ping t-o tbe d»»or of tiie àpartnient, be despatcbed a servant of 
tbe bouse in quest of tbe chif^f magistrate, desinug be should 
he made acqu>inted tbat Colonel Everard desired to see htm 
witb as littie loss of time as possible* 

' You are sure be wiii coine, like a dog at a wbistle,' said 
IVildrake. «Tbe word captaio, or colonel, fpakes tbe fat 
citizen trot in thèse (\p^s, when ooe sword is worth fifiy cop- 
poration charters. But ïhere are drago«»ns yonder, as well 
as tbe grim faced knave whom I frighieced tbe other evening 
when l showed my face in at tbe window. Tbink'st thou the 
knaves will show no rough play V 

*Tbe General's warrant will weigh more with tbcra tbao a 
dozen nct^ of Parliament, s^id Everard.— But it is tinae thou 
tatesi, if thou hast in truth ridden from WiiMlsor hither witb- 
out baiting.' ' 

* î care not about it,' said VVildrake : ' I tell thee, your Gen- 
eral gave me a breakfast. which, I tfaÉnk, will serve me onc 
wbile, if 1 eyer am able to digest it. By the mass, it lay so 
keavy on mv conscience, that, I carrlcd il U) the church to 
eee if I couïd digest it there witb my other sins. But not a 

whit.* • . 4 ♦ 

* To church !— to the door of the church, thou meanest. 
6aid Everard. • I hnow tby way— tbou art ever wopt to puH 
thy bat off reverently at the thresbold, but for crossjngfi, that 

•day seldom cornes.' ,, - _^ ^\,.i.^« ^« j 

- Well,» replied WUdrake, f and if I de pu» off mj castor b^ 



iMet, !« 1t nc^ «eeirily fo sbow tbe same respects in aehtiM 
^Mkh we offer tli a palace ? It m a dainty matter, is it not* 
|b 8èe yont Anabapfists, and BrowniMs, and the rest of you, 
gtther to« tennon^ith an Irttle cerenoiiy as hogs to a trougb? 
Kit {lere cornes Ibod, and now Ibr a grâce, îl I càn. remember 

Eversrd was too much intere»ted about the fate of his an* 

iéfe and bîs fair cousin, and the prospect of testoring tfaein ts 

Iheir quiet 'bome» imder the protection of tbat formidable trun* 

tiheon which was aiready repirded as the ieadtng-staff of Eng*" 

tandy to remarie, that certainly a great altération httâ takea 

ylace mitbe manners and ouinvard behpviour, at least qf his 

'companion. His demeanour fréquent^ evinced a sort of 

atruggle betnixt old habits of iitdiilguence, and some nevilj 

^rmed resolutions of ab<«finence ; and it was almoet ludici^QS 

|toBee how often the band nf the néophyte directed itself natu- 

Tslly to a large black leathern jack, whicb*contained two double 

Jflegons of strong aie, and liow often, diverted from iti^ purpose 

%y the better reflectioiis of the reforroed toper, it seized, itn 

Utead, upon a large ewer of salnbrions and pure wslter. 

It was easy to see that the task of sobriety was nof yct bc- 
jÉome eaay, and that, if it had the rerommendation of the inteU 
tectual portion of the party who badresolved upon it, the out- 
"Ward man yielded a reluctant atid restive compliance. But 
lionest Wildrake had been drearlfully Cri^htened at the course 
^roposed to him by CromweJI, and. with afeélingnotpeculiar 
^o the Catholic religion, had formed asôlemn resolution with- 
in bis own mind, that if he came off safe and ivitb bonour from 
Ihis dangerous interview, he would show hi? scnse of Heav- 
en's favonr, by renouncing some of the sins which most easily 
"teset him, and especially that of intempérance, to which, like 
many of his wild co.npeer», he was too much addicted. 

This resolution, or vow, was partly prudential as wei! as re- 
Mgious, for it occurred to him a»* very possible, thot soroe mat- 
fers of à difficult and dtlicate nature might be throwja into hi» 
tiands at the présent ernergency, during the condurt of which 
iti^ouldt)e fittmg for him lo act by some better oracle thao 
Ihat ôf the bottle, celebrated b> Rabel^ais. In fuH compliancc 
with this prudent détermination, te touched neither the aie 
ïior the brandy which )va« placed before him, and declîned 
^feremtorily the sack with which his friend would bave gar- 
nish^d the board. Nerertheles^, just as the boy remored the 
trenchersand napkins, to^ether with the large black jack which 
ire hâve a(ready menttoned, and was one or two steps on his 
w^y to the door, the sînewy atm of the cavalier, whicireecmcdr 
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tû eloiM^ itiâlF^D parpofe, (as it extemd^d firb^roni tkf 

folds of the thread-bare jacket,) jurreëted the, progres^of lb% 
retirii^ Qauymede, and seiziiig oa tbe blark jack, coovëjçed. if» 
to the lii», irbicb were ijently breathiog fortti thft, aspîrationn 
« D-^Q — I mecin, Heaven firgive me— we ave poor créature^ 
ofclay-— K)De mudestsip rou>t be permitted to oar frsdiiy, . 

So puiriAurîng, be giued the buge flacon to bis iips« and as tte. 
head vtas.slowly and (^raduall y inqlined backvlra^d^ in propoiH'. 
Uqd as the rigbt hanfl elevated the bot^om of tbe pitcber, E^em. 
ardVad greatdoubtâ ivbetber iï\e drinkitrandcup werelikely t%i 
part until the whole content^ of the latter had been transferredi 
lo the peirspn of tbe férmar. Roi;«^r Wiidrake stinted, howei'^l^ 
wheri by a moderate computiition be had sivaJloive»! ai oim^ 
draught about a quart ànd a ha If. 

(ft Ihen replaced it on the sa t ver, fetched a loQflr breath tft 
réfresh h\» luugs, bade the boy get.hirn ^one vvitb tbe rest a( 
tbe liquors^'in a tone which iiiferred sortie dread of bis coo^ 
Btiincy, and theO) turning to bi^ friend Everuri, he^ expatiateij^ 
in praisé of moileration, ob^erving:, that the mouDifal. wihicb b^ 
bad just taken ha/l been of more service lo biiOithai) if he*ba4 
remûned quafHng healths at table for tour bouratogetber. 

Hrs friend raade no reply, but couhl not beip being privat(e1|^ 
ff opinion, tbit 'Wiidrake'^ temp^^rance had done as mach ex^ 
ecution on the tankari în bi;* single draiight, as some mara 
moderate toper<) mii^ht ha^e eflecled ifthey bwj aatsipping for 
an evening. Bu*, the s<ii)ject whs chait^ed by the entrance of 
the lan lord, who came to announce to h'is fjonour Colooe^ 
Everard, tbiit the wqrshipfttl iMayor of Wood-^tock,, witb tk% 
Rev. Master Holdeoougb, were cOine to wait apon bim* , 

CHAPTER. X, > 

.. I I* Hère hâve wc «me heaJ 
Upon two bod.es— your two-headed buUock 
I^ butanass tosuch a prodigy. 

Thèse two hâve bat oae mesuiing^ tholi^^ andeoMUals 
Anâ, wbeo the single noddie haè spoke out 
The fqur legiB scrape asseut to it.' OU PltQ^ 

In the goodiy form of tbe bonest Mayor, tfa^re wm t^bii9ft« 
liog nMVture of importance atid embarrasscâeiH, like tbe dehr 
portmeot of of a maa who was coiiscîohs that he. I»ad an upp^ff^ 
tant part to ^ct, if hç could but exactiy discov^r. whal Hiat |^,l| 
was. But botb i^ere miugletl wilb rauch pleaitire at aeeki^ 
Everard, and h«freq<iently repaated bis wekame^ aDJaU-baUt 
before be could bebroughtt» attend to what. that genll#liMril 

aaid in reply. 
. * OaoA WW<ïff Ç<^oi»fV* JWi arc ift4««d ^ éwnM» «gltt^/ 



1^ / 'iw' ^ <^ 



H 

à 



I0Q . WOODSTOCfK. 

Woodttbek at aH times, being, as I maj iay, afmoai our tonro^ 
Aan, as you hâve dwelt so rouch and ao font; at (lie palace. 
Trulj, the lUBtter begin» alniost to paset my wit, thotigh ¥ bave 
transactéd the afifaîn of tbis botoo^h for roany a long day ; and 
you are come to \ny .i»«i8ti»nce like, I ike ' 

* Tanquam Deus ex machina^ as the Ethnie poet hath it,' sud 
Master Holdenough, ^ althoagh I do not often quote from such 
tooka. — Indeed, Master MarUiam Ëverard — or worthy Colonel, 
as I ought rather to say — ^you are simply the mbst welcome Qian 
who haa come to Wôodstock since the days of old King Harry/ 

* I had 9ome business with you, my good friend,' saidthe Co- 
lonel, addressing the May or ; ' I shall be glad if it should so hap- 
pen at the same time, that I may find occasion to pkaaure yov 
or your worthy pastor.' . ^ 

*• No question you can do so, good sir,' interposed Master 
~ Holdenough ; ' you hâve the heart, ^ir, and you hâve the hand ^ 
, and we are much in want of gôod counsel, and that from a mas 
of action. I anr aware, worthy Colonel, that you aiid your wor- 
thy .fetber bave ever born yourselves in thèse termoils like 
Xden of a truly Christian and rooderale spirit, siriving to pour oil 
înto the wounds of the ïand, which some would rub with vitriol- 
and pepper ; and we know you are faithful children of the 
church we bave reformed fit>iii its papisticaï and prelatica!' 
tenets.' . 

' My good and révérend friend,' said Bverard, ' I respect the 

Siety and leaming of many of your teachers ; but! am aiso for 
berty of conscience to ail men. I neither aide with sectaries^ 
Aor do 1 désire to see them the object of suppression by vio- 
lence.' 

' Sir, sir,' said the Presbyterian hastily, ' ail this hath a fàir 
.flound ; but I would you should think what a fine country and 
church we are like to hâve of it, amidst the errors, blasphemies, 
and achisfhs, which are daily introduèed into the church and 
idngdoni of Engiand, so that worthy Master Edwards, in his Gan- 
grena, declareth, that our native country is about to become the 
very sink and cess-pool of aU schisms, hérésies, blasphemies, and 
confuaioiis, as the army of Hannibal waa saidto be the refuse of 
aU nations — Co22tfoie« i>mtiàiin^l«yi<ûtm.r-~Be)ieve me, worthy Co- 
lonel, that they of the Honourable House yiew ail this over light- 
ly, and with the winking connivance of old Eli. Thèse instruct- 
^rs, the schismatics, shoulder the orthodox mmisters out of (Jjeir 
gripits, thrust them^elves into families, and break up the peace 
«weof, stealing away men's hearts from the established faith.' 

*My good Master Hpldeaough,' replied the Colonel, mter- 
fiqptog the zeabua pxwùm, ' thera k firouiid of sorrow fiir ail 



l^tm^Mkàp^Sscx^ «mi I hoîd With yott\ ûm Ûtè èety ^. 
nts of the presenttkne, hâve raisqd men's mincte at otoee abo^ 
«>ber*iiiftided and nneera religion, and abow dccomm.and coi», 
mon senae. But therc is no help 'save patience. Ënthueiafini is 
a stream which may foam off in its own tiine, vheroas k tt is cure 
to bear down erery barrier wfeich « directly opposed to it.^Biit 
what are thèse achiarnatical proceedings to ôw present purpose ^ 

• Why, partly this, sir,' *aid HoWenough, ' aîthough pc^ans ydtt 
«lay niiAe less of it than I sfiould hâve thougîrt befiwe wa inet.--J 
WM myself— I, Nehemiaft Holdenotigh, (he added, eonaequelkw 
iially,) waa forcibly cxpelled from m^ own pu!pif, even aa a mas 
^nld hâve been thrust ont of his own bonse, byan aMen, aiA 
an intruder, a woH; w*io was not at the trouble even to pnt db 
aheepi clothing, but caine m hisnative wolftsh attire of bvff aud 
bandalier, and held f >rth in mv stead to the peopîe, who are 4» 
me as a flock to the lawful shepherd. It is too true, ai^— Mastft 
Mayor saw it, àndstrove to take sucb order to prevent k as maii 
ihoiigh,' thoygh tuming to the Mayw, « 1 think atîli yoii iq^ 
bave striveti a Httle more.' 

* Goodnow, good Master HoWeaough, do not leC t» go badfc 
on that queàûon,' said the Mayor. ' Guy ^f Warwick, or Bev» 
of Hampton, miglit do sômething with this génération ; battrufr 
they are too many and too strong for the Mayor of Woodstocki* 

* I thiiik Master Mayor speaks very goodèense,' said the Co- 
îonel ; * if the Independents are not allowed to preaefa, I lëarm^ 
^ey will not fight ; — snd then if you were to bave another risii^ 
ofcavaliCTs?' ~ 

* There arc worse folks toay rîsa tilian cavaliers,' aaid Hd^* 
enou^. 

*How, sir/?' replied Colonel Everard, * Let me rémind yo% 
Master Holdenough, that is no «afe language in die présent ataf» 
of the nation.^ 

* l say,' said the Presbytérien, * there are worse feBa may rise 
than cavdiers ; and I will prove what I sày. The devi! is worsç 
than the worst cavalier that ever drunk a heal(h,or awore an oadi 
—and the devil bas risen at Woodstock Lodge !* 

* Ay, truly hath he,' said the Mayor, * bomly and viajbly, în f- 
gare and iit fonh — An aw^ time we Hve in !' 

* Gentlemen, I reàHy know not how I amto understalHi jtmf 
«aid Ëvërard. 

* Why, it \<ras even abost the devil we "came to speak wWl 
îrou,' said the Mayor ; * bat the worthy mimater « dwayt 80 hîk 
upon the sectaries — -' - 

* «Which ara tba devifa brats, and oearty M^ i^Vr 

• ' • - •!« 



Mafitw Hddenoa^. « Bât true it is, tliai A* «mw<li<ir tiiM 
«ects bas brought up the EvU One even upon the face of tha 
carth, to look after hia own intereat, whefe he finds it moA 

' Maater Hold^ougfa,' aaid the Colonel, ' if you> apeak figu- 
latÎTely, 1 bave already told you that I bave neither the naeai» 
*|K>r the akill aufficient to temper thèse religious beats. But if 
you design ta say that tbere bas been an actual apparition of the 
devil, I présume to think tfiat you, withyour doctrine and your 
learning, wouid be a fitter match fpr bim thana soldierlike me.* 

* True, air ; and I bave that confidence in tbe ^commissic» 
woîch I bold, that I wouid. take tbe field againat tbe foui fiend 
vitbout a moment'a delay/ aaid Holdenough ; ' but tbe place io 
wbich be bath of late appeared. being Woodatock, is iîlled witb 
ihoae dangerous and impious persons, of wbom 1 bave b^n but 
Aow complaining; and thougb I dare venture in diaputation 
witb their great maater biihself, yet without your protection, 
most worthy Colonel, I see that I niay witb prudence trust my« 
self witfa tbe tossingand goring ox Desborough; or the bloody 
«nddevouring bear Harrison, or thecold and poisouous snake 
Bletaom — ail of whom are now at the Lodge, doing license and 
taking spoil aa they think meet ; and, as ail men aay, tbe de- 
"vil bas corne to make a fi)urth witb them.' 

* In gpod teiàtL, worthy and noble sir, aaid tbe Mayor^ < it is 
cven as Maater Holdenough says — ôur privilèges are de^slareë 
«oid, our cattle seized in. tbe very pastures. They talk of cut> 
ling dowlP^nd disparking tbe fair Chase, wbich bas been so 
lor^ the pleaaure.of sa many kinga,.and making Woodstock of aa 
Sttle note as any paltry village. I assure ^6u we beard of your 
•nrbal witlLJoy, and wondered at you keepingyourself so close 
in your lodginga. We know no one save your father or you, 
(bat are like to stand the poor burgesses* friend in tbis ex- 
Irlemity, sincealmost alT thé gentry around aie malignants, and 
onder séquestration. We trust, therefore, you will make strong 
intercessionin our behal£'' 

* Certainly, Maater Mayor,' said the Colonel, who saw himself 
witb pleaaure anticipated ; ^ it was my very purpose to bave in- 
lerfered in this matter ; and I did but keep myself alone until I 
fibouldbe furniahed with some authority froin the Lord General.* 

' Pdwersfiomtbe Lord Greneral !' said the Mayor, thrusting tbe 
dergyman witb bis elbow-^Dost thou hear that ? — ^What cock 
will fig|it that cock? We sball carry it now over their necks, 
and Woodistock sball be brave Woodstock still !' 

•* Keep thine elhow from my side, friend," said Holdenough, 
«nojed by tb« action wbieb the Majror bad auited te bts 
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^jwpd» t " «M ttajF «i« Lord send Ibat Cfomiiell prere iM»t «b 
«barp to the people of Engîand as ihy bmîea agaiost my ticK ' 
•o*» ! Yet 1 approve that we shouM use hix au^horHy to «toi 
Ibe course of thèse meiiV proceediQir>." , ^ 

'-Let us set out ihen," Siid Colo«eJ Ëverard; '*anfî I troH 
we shaii fiud tlie geotleœen reasonabJeahd obedient/' 
^ The functidnaries, hic and clepical, asseiit^d with mucb 
y>y ; and (hè Colonel reqnired aud received WildrakeS a^sis^ 
.ance,inpuUiii« oo hW cU...k and rapic-r^as \f he had been tha 
.d^pendaDt nbose part be icted, The cavalier contrived, htivr* 
ever, while doing hiin thèse odeniai oflSces, to give hi^ friend 4 
ahrewd pioch, inordertomaintaio th*- foolingof secrctequaliiy 
betwixt tbem, ' 

The Colonel was salutcd, as they p^sed through the streeto 
hy many of the anxious 1 iiba h liantes wiro heemed tu consider 
bis intervention as affoiding the only chance of aavwig tbeir 
fine Park, and the rigiits of the coi po rat ion,, as weil as of io» 
div'itiu ils, from ruin and confi.scali<>n 

As ibey entered the Park, tb' Colonel asked bis companîont^; 
" What is that yau say of apparitiuos beine seen aœonsst 
lliein r' , : 

"Wby, Colonel," said the clei^ymaii, *♦ you koow youps^eif 
tbat Woud>tock wasalwaysbaiinted?" 

* 1 ba?e lived there in many a day^ 'saî^i the Colonel ; " and I 
bnow tb:it I never î*aw ihe 'IchM ><ljîn of it, althou^b idie peopl« 
apoke of the liou^e as they do of ail old mansions, and gave tlie 
apartnaents ghosts and spectres te fil 1 iip tbe places of the de* 
censedgreat, wb© had ever dwelt there,' 

'* Nciy, but ^ood-CoIoncL" said the cler^yrean, «* I trust yoa 
kave not reached the preva<ling sin of the tiines, and become 
indiffèrent to tiie testiinony in favour uf apparitions, which ap« 
pear<i 90 conciu.«ive to ail but athei«ts, and advocates for witch- 
es ?*' 

" I would not absoloiely dif^belif^.ve what h so generallj af* 
Irfired," said the Colonel ; ** but roy len.per leads me te 
doubt moht of the stories ubich I bave heard of this sort, and 
my own. expérience never went to confirm any of them.'^ 

'* Ay, but trust me," «said Holdenongh. '* thèse wa» alwaya 
a deinon of one or the- ot^er ^specie8 aboiit this VVQodstack, 
Not a man or woman in (he town but bas heard «tories ofap- 
paritions in tbe forest, or abotit 'beH)ld ca«tle. Soinetintes il 
is a pack of hounds that swpep alonsr; and the nhoops and hah 
los of tbe huntsman, an^the ^indinic of horns and gallopiiif 
of borse, wbich i<^ heard a^ i4'6r^t more oi«taot,aiid then clos^ .* 
aroQBd j«iH-«aad ibeir aatii il k • aeli^ery lMHitfliMi&».47lie «|à« 



, tf yen muaU» *S«l wfckh way th« «tfcsr li«# glfa«^ ffe îi * 
' m^êérenmû in greeiy; but tbe fithloii of hH chitlie* w^ome 
#re Nundvftdyeiirfl o)4. Thtfi h vthat we £ail Dewen Merid- 
itnum— Ihe noonday spectre.'* 

*• My «?orthy ani revere.vi <ir," <<jh(J th« Colonel, ** l harc 
lived at Wood-t«ck many «îeaîions, Mii hâve tra^ewed the 
Chaiie atull hiMir*. Tnist ini*, what y<Mi bea¥ Trom tlie vil- 
îag^r^ U the growlhof fheir idlef»liy and sup^-rstitioB.** 

•* Colonel," replied Hold^riouîçfv "*' i neirative preves n©- 
Hling. What «ÎKnirte», cravinj^ yow p-<wlan, that you bave 
•ot «een anythioiç, be ît carthlyyor be it oi the other world, 
%» detraét froro thfe évidence a «ccn-e of people wHo bave ?-*- 
And, besides, tbere i-» the Demoir Novturuu m-— the beingthaft 
«Walketh by oii^b — He-bas been aniong thèse fft<lepender)t« 
and «chismalicê last a^bt. — Ay, Colonel, you may stare ; 
ft ia eveo so— they rnsy try wbetber he will mend theif 
gift»> a» they profanely caH tbem, of erpoêition and pra3rer« 
No, sir, I trow, to ma^ter tbe foui fiend there goeth some 
impotent knowSedge of^theolouy, and an acqua intance wilh 
Ibe bumane leltera, ay^ and a ve^lar derical éducation and 
a cleric»lcaHini." 

** 1 dp not tn the leaat doubt,V «Rtd the Colonel,^' tbe ineffi* 
cacy of youp qualifications to lay the devil ; but sttH .1 think 
^)me odd mi^tnke bi^s occa^îoned this confusion imongftt them« 
if tbere haa any snch in re ility exi<<ted. De8bi>rough ts t 
%lockbead, to be sure ; »nd Harris <n is fiin^tic en >uelk to be* 
lieve any thin^. But there is Bletson, on the other band, who 
believes nbthing. — What do you knnw of this matter, good 
.ilasterMayor?" 

•*ln sootb,. and'it was Master Bletj»on wbo gave fbe ftr?t 
ttlrtfoi," repHed the maçistrate, " or. at least, the first distinct 
•ne. Yo see, sir, I was ki b«d witii niy wtfe, and no one else ; 
and I was as fast nsleep a» a m^n cao désire to be at twn hourt 
aller midnight, ;iThpn, liebold yoii ihey came knocktng at vnj 
%ed-room door, to tell me that there was an alarno in Wood* 
itock, and that the beli of <tbe iod^^e was rihging at that dead 
ftour of tbe nrght, as hard as ever ît rui»g when it'called tbe 
toart 1o diwier." 

" Wall, but the cause of this alarro ?*' saîd tbe Coloneï. 

•*Yoif.rfiaH bear, v^orlby Colonel, yoa sball hear,'* «nsweretl 
Ihe Mayor, wavfng hfs himd with dignity ; for l¥e was one of 
HK>se pensons who will Àot be bnrtied ont of tfaeir owd pace. 
'^So Mrs. Mayor wofild bave per8na<ied'ine, fn her love and 
Éfection, paor irrafeb, tbat to rise at sncb afi bonr ont o( 
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fumbiigOy aftd tbat 1 «faoïHd tiend tive peopte io AMennan i)ut« 
loi).-^AIdermiiii Devtl, Mrs. Major, said I ;-^i beg your rev«' 
•reticeN pardon for i»ing such a phr se^-^Do yoii tbinl 1 aoi' 
goidg to lie a>bed whe& the town is on fire, and the cavalier» 
np, ami the éev'ii to p »y ? — t beg jour pardoii^gatn, par»on.-^ 
Bat, hère we are hefore the gâte af the PalaCe ; will it not' 
please y on to cfnter V 

** ï «vould ôrst he;ir tb*e end cf your stary," saîd tbe Coto* 
Bel ; *^ tbat is, Ma^ter Mayor^ %C it happ^-n^ to hâve an end." 

^ Every thing hath an emi," said the Mayor, ** and that 
which we call a pudding hath twa.— Yonr worship will forgtve^ 
me for being; facetioM--. Whrere was i ?— -O, I jumpedout of 
my bed, Hnd put on my red phish dreeches, with tbe bine 
nether stocks, tor t always make a point of being dressed^ 
iuitahly to my dignity, night and day, summer or wtnter»' 
Colonel Everard ; ^nd I took thè con^table itong with m^. ïtt 
case the. alarm ^houM be rai»>ed' by night'WaïkiE*rM or thier*»8»' 
and caMe l np wortUy Master Holéenougn out of his btd^ io^ 
case it s^bodld turn ont ta he th« <bvU. And so I thought I 
wa? prbviHed for the worst— and ho away «e eume ; and, hy* 
and by, the soldiers, wbo canif to thi- town with Master Tom* 
kins, \%ho had been called to arms, cain« marchini^ tiown t# 
Woodstock'as faM as thetr feet wnuid carr-y them ; sô 1 i^arsr 
our people tbe sign to l^t them pa>s us, and outmarch us, ar 
it were, and this fiwra iworoldr«a-(»n " > 

** I will be satsfied," intermpted the Colonel, " with onir 
good reason. Yoa desired thé redcoals should ha?« the^rsi 

of the tray . *' * 

"Trueii sir, very trae ;— uid al^a that they should bave thé 
kist of it, in re«pêct ihat figbtmu: i^ their ê*pecial burines»* 
Howeveri we cam» on at a sbuv pace, as inen wbo are deter-^ 
mined to do th«ir duty without fea or tavour, wben suddenly 
we saw Homethmg wliile baste away ip the avenue toivardt 
the town, when six of our constable- and aM*btant8 fled at 
ence, as coiiceiviwg it to be an apparition called the Whité 
Woman of VVood'«tock " ^ 

**Look you. th^re, Colonel," saWT Mister Hî)ldenough, •*! 
told>ou there were defuon'* of more kinds than eue, whicllr 
hauntthe ancient scène? of royal dehauchery a!»d çruelty/' • 

•* I bope yoa stood yjf)ur own grouud,. Master Mayor V.* sai4 

fhe Colonel 

«♦ I — yes— most as8ure<ily— that i», I did not, strictly speak» 
tng, keep 'my groond ; bat the towuclerk and I retreated— re» 
tr€^. Colonel, mi witbôttt coôfiasîoiior dîibQDOori aad took 
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fc lion, tbrew birowlf m the way «fCbe supposed spectre, and 
Bttaclied II wiih «uch a aiserar^ of Latio a:*misbt bave «cared 
the dcvii bimiielf, aod ihereby plainly diï^covered that it wa« 
no devil al ail, nor white womao, ifeilUer womao of any colour. 
kiitwpwhiplul Mà«ter Bleuou, a menaber of the Hoaae of 
Ciwamoo», and one of tbc commi^^Moner^ teiit hither upon thw, 
Wk^ippy «cquesirmtian of the Weod; Cha*e, and Lodgp of 

Woodstock.'* ^ , n,* A .X. n 

*• Aod tbw waa «11 you saw of tbe démon ?" \md the Co- 

'* Traly, ye»/* Mi»,wered the Meyor ; " and l had no wish 
to sec more. Hawever, we conveyed Ma»ier Bletson, as» m 
dutv bound, back to the Lodge. and he wa* ever manodering 
bv iïia way how that he met a party of acaripi OevUs incarnate 
marching dawn to the hodtre ; but, to tuy poor thraking, it 
nuflt bave bcen the independeat dragoeiiS who had j^ust pai«- 

•ed UH." « . u ^ •• 

*• And more inc»rn>«te ijçvil* I woaKl nevcr wwh to see, 
•^id Wiïdrak*, who couH remniiisileot no longer. Hig voice, 
tospjldenl)' heard, . É^howed bow ra^ch the Mayor'a nerves 
vere «till alarroed, for he started Htki\ joinp*>d aside with an 
elacrity with which uo one wowld at firm 4ght j^uppose a inan 
p(ï\\» porlly di^nily to becapabU». Everard imposed silence 
on hi9 iiitrasive Httenilant; and. det^iroo» to hewr the conclu- 
Mon of ihâ3 *itran«e «tory, requeftled the Mayor tp tell him how 
tibe rnatjter ended, aad whether they stopped the supposed 

jpectre. 

** Truly/^TOTthy sir^"' aajd the Mayor, ** Maeter Holdenough 
Waa 4|uit« reiituroiia upon coqfrontji»^, as it were^ the deiril and 
compelliag .bisn to appear under tbe real form of Master 
J(o(«hua BletaoUfOieinberof Parliaiuent ^ tbe borough of Little- 

** 1p sootb, Maj>tef Mayor,'* «aîti ihe divine» *^ ) were strange- 
^ igMirant of my own coa»ur<i«^ion ned iminuuiti^^^t >f ^ were ta 
value oppofliiig inyself to Sal^i, or any imlepemUnt in his like- 
ne*9^ ail «»f wboin, in the ftame of Hipi I serve. 1 do defy, »pii 
^, and trample nuder my feet ; and bt- pause Master Mayor if 
-eonifthiog tediioqsv 1 wiil briefly infoiiA yoqr hanour that we 
Ifiw Utile of the Çriemy that nighu ftive wb^it Master Bietson 
Mîd tn the fir^^t feelitig of hi^ terrors. and save what we might 
cullect froH) the.dii||>rdered appearance ôf tbe honourable Co« 
Wnel Dosboro^gh and Majorgeneral Harrison/' 

" And YfksA pjîgbt l^tfe> tfiey lï^i pray you ?'* d^niendeâ the 
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<«W)iy; mttbjrsit, eréry one aâigfat 9«ë wMi WKèii èye iM 

I6«j iiad beea «ngaged iô a ftc;lit wtMrem thef iurd not beeft 

ëonoored withvictory.-^eeiRg that Ghenenii Uarrison iras «tai^ 

h)%C ap and dovrn ihe parlour, witb his drawn sword in hh hand» 

talking^ to bhnself, bis doublet unbuUooed, . Km points ontniNfteé; 

bis carters loosç, and like to tbrow hiin down as be now ané 

tben trod on tbem, and gaping aod grtnntng like a mad pbiyer» 

And yondersate Deaborotigb wtth a dry pottle of aack befoY^ 

kiio, wbicb he bad jost enipted, and wbicb, thougb tbee(emeitt 

in wrbîch be tnisted, bad not restôred brm sensé enoogh tospeab, 

^r cotirage ^nough to Uiok overbis sboulder. He bad a Bible 

in bis band forsootb, as if it would make tMttle againit tbe £vM 

One ; but 1 peered overbts sboulder, and, alas! tbegoodgetitle* 

man beld tbe bottoni of tbe pag*- uppermost; It.was as If one 

of your mu^eteers, noble and vaiued sir, Jirere to présent tbe butt 

of his pièce at tbe enemy instesd of tbe muzsle — ^ha, ba^ ba ! il 

was a sight to judge of schismatics by ; botfa in point of bead, and 

in point ofheart, in point ofskiil and' in point of courage.— *Ob*! 

Colonel, tben was tbe time tosee tbe trué cbaracter of an autbor* 

ized pastor of soûls over tbose unbappy men^ wfao ieap into 

the fold without due and légal authority, and will forsooth preacb, 

teach, and exhort, and blasphemeusly term the doctrine of the 

ehurch saltless porridge and dry chips.? 

" I hâve no doùbt you were ready to meet the danger, rêver* 
end sir ; but I would fain know 'of what nature it was, and from 
whence it was to be apprehended ?" 

'^ Was itfor me to make sucb inquiry ?'' said the ctergyman 
tnumphantly# ^* Is it for a brave soldier to number bis enemies, 
or inquire from what quarter they are to corne ? — ^No Sir, Twas 
there witb match lightêd, ballet in my mouth, and my harquebuss 
shouldered, to encounter as many devils as hell could pour in^ 
wcre they countless as motes in the sunbeam, and came from ait 
po nts of the compass. The Papists talk of the temptation of 3t. 
Anthony — ^pshaw ! let them double ail the myriads which thë 
brain of a crazy Dutch painter hath invented, and you will fînd t 
poor Presbyterian divine — ^ï will answer for one at least, — ^who 
notiii his own strength, but his Mastér's, will receive the assault 
in such sort, that far from returning against him as against yonder 
poor hound, day after day, * and nigfat aHer night, he will pack 
Ihem off as with a vengeance to the uttermost parts of Assyria.'* 

** Still,'* said the Colonel, «• I pray to know whether you ga# 
stny thing upon which to exercise your pious learning ?" 

*' Baw ?*' UKiwered the divine ; ^ no, tmly^ I «aw notUng, 9$t 
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dbd I look fbr mf fUag. Thîetoi witt aot^ttaek VHO^Ênaei 

^Tavellera, nor wiH dkfils or evil spirits corne against one wfao 
bean in his boeoin tbe word of truth, in tbe very hingruage in 
.whicli it was first dictated. No, Sir, they ahun a divine wlio can 
nnderstand the hely test, as a crow is aaid to keq) wide <^ a gun 
kNided with hail^t" 

They had wa&ed a little way back upon their road, to give 
Unie fcNT this conversation ; and the Colonel, perceivin^ k waa 
about to lead to no satisâictory explaiiatii» of the real cause of 
.alarm on the preceding night, turrôd round, and obeerving it was 
tîme they should go to the Lodge, began to move in thaï direc- 
tion with his three companions. 

It was now becoming dark, and tbe towers ofWoodstock arose 
high ' above the ombrageons shroud which the forest spread 
around the ancient and vénérable mansion. FrcM» one of tbe 
■bighest turrets, which coukl stiil be distinguished as it rose againsl 
the cleai blue sky, tiiere gie^med a tight like that of a candie 
within the building. The Mayor stopt short, and catching fast 
bold of tbe divine, and then of Colonel Ëverard^ exclaimed in a 
trembhng and hasty, but suppressed tone, *' Do you see yonder 
light ?" 

'< Ay, marry do I,'' said Colonel Everard ; '* uid what does 
that matter ? — a light in a garret-room of such an old mansion as 
Woodstock is no subject for wonder, I trow." 

'' But a light fi-om Rosamonél's Tower is surely so," said the 
Mayor. 

** True," said the Colonel, something surprised, wben, ailer a 
jcareful examination, he sati^ed himself that the worthy magis- 
trate's conjecture was real. '* That is indeed Rosamond's Tow- 
er ; and as the drawbridge by which it was accessible bas beea 
destroyed for centuries, it is hard to say what chance could 
bave lighted a lamp in such an inaccessible place. ^' 

" Thatjiffht burns with no earthly fuel," said the Mayor ; " nei- 
ther from whale nor olive, nor bees-wax,nor mutton-sueteither. I 
idealt in thèse commodities, Colonel, before I went into my pré- 
sent line ; and I can assure you 1 could distinguish the sort of 
light Ibey give^ one from «nother, àt a greater distance than yon- 
der turret — Look you, that is no earthly flame. — See you not 
0omething blue and reddish upon the edges ? — ^that bodes full well 
where it cornes from. — Colonel, in my ojHnion we had better go 
back to sup at the town, and leave the Devil and the red-ooats to 
settle théir matters together to-night ; and then when we corne 
ftack the nezt moming, we wi|l iMve » pnl) wit)i theparty tb«i 
ilBoces tolkeep a-field,'^ 
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** Tou wîll do as you pleasé, master Mayor," said Eterard, 
** bût mj duty requires me tbat I should see the Comims- 
ëioners tonight^ 

'^ And mine reqnires me to see the foui Fiend/* said Mas- 
ter Hddeikough, ** if tie dare tnake himself visible to me. 1 
wonder not tbat, knowing «vbo is approaching, be betakes 
himself to the very citadel, the inner and the.last defehcès of 
this ancient and haunted mansion. , He is dainty, I Warrant 
you, and must dwell where is a relish of luxnry and murdèr 
aboat the walls of his cht^mber. * In yonder turret sinned Ro- 
samond, and in yonder turi^et she suffered ; aâd tbere she 
sits, or more likely, the Enemy in herescape, as I bave beard 
trne-mèn of Woodstock. — I wait on you, good Colonel — 
Master Mayor will do as he pleases. The stnong man bMh 
fortified himself in his diveUiog-house, but Jo, thére comes 
another stronger than he.*' 

" For me," said the Muyor, " who am as tmle^med as I am 
tiDwarlike, I will not en':«ge e^ither with the P(|jfvers of the 
£arth, or tile Prince of the Powers of the Air, and I will go 
back to Woodstock ; — «nd hark ye, j^ood fellow," slapping 
Wiidrake on the shoulder, ** I will b^stoiv oh thee a'8hinin£[ 
W6t and a sbtiling dry if thou wilt go with me. 

** Gradzookers Master Mayor," said Wiidrake, neither flat- 
teredby ihe magistrate'^ f imili irity of address,' nor captivacea 
hy ah munificence — *'J wonder who the devil made you and 
me fellews ? and, besides, do you think 1 would i^o back to 
Woodstock with your worshipfui cod's-head, when, by good 
«lanagemeot, I may get a peep of fair RosMmond, and see 
wbetber she was that choice and incomparable pièce of ware 
wbich the world bas been told of by rbymers and ballad-ma-^ 
kersr 

" Spesdc^ess lightly and wontonly. friend,** said the divine . 
^ we are to resist the Devil that ho may fle^ frora us, and not 
:to tamper with him', or enter into bis counsels, or traffîc with 
the merchandize of his great Vanity Pair." 

** Mind what the «ood man says, Wildnike," said the Colo 
«el, "andtakeheed another- time howi^ou d os t su fier thy 
wit to ontrun discretion." 

«' I am beholden to the révérend gentleman fbr his ad- 
▼ice," ansverfd Wildrnke, upon whose ton^iue it-wasdiflScuIt 
$e impose adt cu^b wbatever, even when his own safety ren* 
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àert^ it most désirable. '**But, ^^adzookers, let him bave 
had wbat expérience he will in fighting with the Devil, he ne- 
ver saw One 80 black^as 1 had a tussle with not a hundred 

yearsago." ^ . ■» 

** How, friend," saidthe clergyman, who andersteod every 
tbing literally when apparitions were meotioned, ** hâve yoa 
had 90 late a Visitation of Satan ? Believe me then, tbat I won- 
der why thou dares lo mention bis name so often and so 
lightiy, afî I see ll>ou dost use it in thy ordinarv (Itscourse. 
Bat when ànd where didsf thou see the EviJ One ?" 

Everard hastily interposed, *least by something yet more 
stpongly alluding lo Cromwell, his imprudent squire should, in 
mère wantonness, betray his interview with the General. 
«* The youngman raves," he said, *' of adream which he had 
the other night, when he and I slept together in Viotop Lee's 
chamber, bel m-ing to the ranger's appartments at the 

Lodge.'' 

•* Thanks lor help at a pinch, good patr.on." said Wildrake, 
whispering imo Kverard's ear, who in vain ^endeavoured t» 
shake him off, — ** a fib qever failed a fanatic." 

'• You, also,.spoke something too lightiy of thèse matters 
considering the work which we bave in hand, worthy Colo- 
nel," said the Pre byterian divine. ** Believe me, tbeyoung 
man, iny servant, W4S more like to see visions than to dream 
merely idle clreams in tbat appartment ; for ï bave always 
heard, that, next to Kosamond's Tower, in which, as I said» 
ahé played the wanton, and was afterwards poisoned by 
Queen Eleanor, Victor Lee'S chamber was the place in the 
Lodge of Wood*»tock more peculiarly the haunt of evil 
spirits. I pray you, young man, tell me this dream or vision 
•f yours.*' 

«* With ail my heart, sir," said Wildrake — then addressing 
his piVitron, who Ijegan to interfère, -he said, ** Tu?b, sir, you 
hâve had the disconrse for an hour, and why should not Ihold 
forth in my turn ? By this darkness, if you keep me filent any 
longer I.will turn Independent preacber, and stand up in your 
despite for the fre^dom of private judgement.-^ And so révé- 
rend sir, f was dre iraing of a carnal divertisement called a 
bull-baiting ; and methought there were ventnrmg dogs at 
bead, as merrily as e'er 1 saw them at Tutbury-Ball-ninning ; 
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and methoQght I faeard some one say, there was the Devil 
cometo haye a si^ht of the bull-ring. VVell, I thought that 
gadswodns, l woald bave a peep at his Infernal lilajesty. So 
1 looked, and there was a butcher in a greasy wollen, with his 
Steel byiiifl side; but be was none of rhe Devil. And there 
was a drûnken cavalier, with his moiUh full of oaths, and 
his stomach full of emptiness, and a gold^laced waistcoat 
in a very dilapidated condition, ând ragged bat with a pièce of 
feather in it ; and be was none of tbe Devil neither. And 
hère was^a miller, bis bands dusty with meaî, and every atom 
of it dtolen : and there was a wintner, his green apron stnined 
with wine, and every drop of it sophisticHted ; but neither 
was the old genteman I looked for to be detected among those 
artizans of iniquity. At len^th-, sir, I saw a grave person with 
cropped hair, a pair of longish aad projecting ears, a band as 
broad as a slobbering bib under bis chin, a brown coat sur- 
mounted by aGeneva cloak, and I had old Nicholas at once in 
his genoine paraphernalia, by .*' 

'* Shame, shame !'* said Colonel Everard. "Whatlbe- 
have thus to an old gentleman and a divine !*' — 

'*Nay, let him proceed," said tbe minister, with perfect 
equanimity, *^ if thy friend, or secretary, is gibing, 1 must 
bave less patience than becomes my profession, if 1 could not 
bear an idle jest, and forgive him wbo makes it. Or if, oa 
the other band, the Enemy bas really presented himself to 
tbe young man in such a guise as be intimâtes, wherefore 
should we be surprised that he, wbo can take upon him the 
form of an angel of Jight, should be able to assume 
thàt of a frail and peccable mortal, whose spiritual calling 
and profession ought, indeed, to introduce him to make his ' 
life an example to others ; but whose conduct. nevertheless, 
such is the imperfection of our unassisted nature, 
sometimes ratber présents us with a waming of what we 
should shun ?*' 

'*Now, by the mass, honest dominic — l mean révérend sif, 
I crave you a thousand pardons," said Wildrake, penetrated 
by tbe quietness and. patience of the presbyter's rebuke. 
''By St. George, if quiet patience will do it, thoii art fitto 
play a game at foils with the Devil himself, and I would be 
contented to hold stakes." 

As he concluded an apology, which was certainly not un- 
called for, and seemed to be received in perfectly good 
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Eart, thej approached so close to the'exterîor door of the 
odge, that they were cballenged with the emphatic Stand^ 
by asentinel who mounted jçuard there. Colonel Everard re- 
plied, Afriend; and the sentinel repeating bis coonmand, 
^* Stand, friend," proceeded to cali the corporal of the gbard. 
The corporal came forth, and at the same time tyrned ont iûs 
guaxd. polonel Kverard gave his name and désignation, as 
well as those of his companions. on which The corporal saidj 
'' he.doubted not there would be orders for hi!> instant admis- 
sion ; but, in the first place, iVlr. Tomkins must be consulted^ 
ihat he migHt iearn their honours' miod." 

•* Hôw, sir!"8aid the Colonel, ''do jon, knowing who I 
am, presAme to keep me on the outside of your post?" 

" Not. if your ht)nonr pleases to enter," said the corporal^ 
" and undertakes to be my warranty ; but such are the orders 
of my post." 

*' Nay, then, do yourduty," sard the Colonel; " but are the 
cavaliers up, or ivhat is the matter^ that yoo keep so close and 
gtrhct a watch ?" 

The fellow gate.no distinct answer, but muttered between 
hh moustaches something about the enémy, ànd tf e roaring 
Lion who goeth about seeking what he may devqur. Pre-" 
sently afterwards Tomkins appeared, followed by two ser- 
vants bearing lights in gr^at standing hra;)» candlestick^. They 
marched before Colonel Everard and his party, keepiag as 
close to each other as two clov^s of the same orange, and 
starting from , time to time, and shouldering as they paésed 
througb sundry intricate passages, aâ they led up a large and 
ample woodeil staircase, the banisters, rail, and lining of 
wbich were executed in black oak. and lînally into a long 
saloon, or parlour, where'there. was a prodigious 6re, and 
about twelve candies of the largest size distributed in sconces 
against the wall. There were seatVd the Commissioners» 
who now held in their power the royal domain of Wood** 
^ stock. ' ' . 
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The bloody bear, ^ indépendant beast, 
UnIIckM toforms, Sngrbans he had expiress'd— - 

IVext him the bufibon ape, as atheistf use, 
MimickM ali sects, aiid had bis own to choose. 

Hind and Panther. 

The stron^ îîght in the parlour which we hâve described, 
served to enable Kverald casily tt) recotçaise his icquaintances, 
Desboroagh, Harrison, and Blet»«ofi, who had a*«sembled 
themseives round an oak table ot large dimensions, placed 
near the bhizing chitnney, on which wero arran^red wine, and 
aie, andmaterials for smoking, then (ho gênerai indulgence of 
the time. Tbere wrs a species of movahle cupboard setbe- 
twixt tbe table and the door, calculated originally for a dis- 
p1ajt>f plate upon grand occasion"»^ but at présent only used 
as a screen ; which parpose it served so effectnally, that, ère 
he had coasted around it, Everard heard the following frag- 
ment of what Deaborough was saying, m his co>irsQ strong 
voîce : — ** Sent hîmto share w^ith us, l's^ warrant ye -»It was 
always his Excelleacy my brother-in-law's way — if he made 
a treat for five frieads, he would invite mon than the table 
eould^ hdd — I hâve knowo him 9»k three oleo to eat two 



**Hasb, bosb,'* s^iid Bletson; and tha aérvants making 
theîr appearance .from bebtod the tall cupboard, announced 
Colonel Everard. It may oot be unpleasing to the reader to 
iavè a description of thf party into which he now entered. 

Desboroagh was a stont, buil-necked man, of middie size, 
with heavy valgar features, grizzled bushy evebrows» and 
wall-eyet. The floarish of his powerfal relative's fortonei 
Iiad barsl forth in the finerj of his dress, which was mock 
more ornamented than was nsaal among the roondheads. 
There was embroidery on his cloak, and lace upon his baàd; 
Ibis bat dispbyed a feather- with a golden clasp. and, ail hia 
kabiliments were those of a cavalier, or follower of tUè coorCi 
rather than the plain dress of a parliamentarian ofSceK Bu^ 
Heaven knows there was littla of courtiike gface or dignity 
Id thepërson ocdemeanoar of the individual, who became his 
ftiè soit as the hog on tbe sign-post doeft bis guilded armoor. 
tt irasjMft thalhe was positively deformed» or misshajped, (n^ 
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taken in détail» the figure was well enough. But bis limbs 
«eemed to act tipon différent and contracictory princîples. 
They were not, as tbe play says, in a concaténation according- 
* ly ; — ^the rtght hand moved as if it were npon bad terms with 
tbe left, and tbe legs sbowed an inclination to foot it in différ- 
ent and opposite directions. In sbort to use an extravagant 
4 comparison, tbe members of Coloael De^borougb seemed 
ratber to resemble tbe disputatious représentatives of a 
federative congress, tban tbe well-ordered union of tbe orders 
of tbe State, in a firmandwell-compacted monarcby, wbere each 
holds bis own place, and ail obey tbedictates of a common head. 
General Harrison, the seoond of. the Commtssioners, was a 
tall, tbin middle-aged man, wbobad risen into bis bigh situa- 
tion in the army, and bis intimacy with Cromwell, by bis 
' dauntless courage in tbe field, and tbe popularity he bad 
acquired by bis exalted entbusiasm amongst the military saints, 
sectaries, and independents, wbo composed the strengUi of tbe 
existing army. Harrison was of mean extraction, and bred 
up to bis father's employment of a butcber. Nevertbetess, 
bis appearance, tbougb. coarse, was not vulgar, like tbatof 
Desborough, wbo bad so mucb the advantage of bim in birtb 
and éducation. . He bad, as we bave said, a masculine beigbt 
and strengtb of figure, was weli made, and in bis œan- 
ner annôunced a rougb- miiitary cbaracter, wbicb migbt be 
feared * but could not be tbe object of contempt or tiScule. 
Bis aqualine nose and dark black eyes set off to some advan- 
tage a countenance otberwise irregular, and tbe wild en- 
tbusiasm tbat sometimes sparkled in tbem as hedilated on bis 
opinions to others, and oflen seemed to slumber under bis 
long dark eye-lasbes as be mused upon tbem bimself, gave 
âornetbing strikingly wild, and even noble, to bis aspect. He 
was one of the chief leaders of those wbo were called Fiflh- 
Monarchy men, wbo, going even beyond tbe tbe usual fanati- 
cism of tbe âge, presumptuously interpreted.tbe Bookof tbe 
Bevelations after tbeir own fancies, considered tbat the 
second Advent of the Messiab, and tbe Millenium, or r«gn of 
the Saints upon eartb, was close tit hand, and tbat tbey tbem- 
selves, illuminated^ as they believed, with tbe power of 
foreseeing thèse approaching events, were tbe choice instru- 
ments for the establishment of the New Reign, or Fiftb Mon- 
archy, as it was called, and were fated also to win its honours, 
wbetber celestial or terrestial. 

Wben tbisspiritof entbusiasm, wbicb operated like a par- 
tial insanity, was not immediately affecting Harrison's mind, 
he was a sbrewd worldly man, and a good soldier ; one wbo 
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missed no opportanity of mending his fortune, ànd who^ in 
expecting the exaltation of the Fifth MonàFchy , was, in the 
meanwhile, a ready instrument for the establishment of the 
Lord Generaï's supremacyi Whether it was owing to his" 
early occupation, and habits of indifférence to pain or blood- 
shed, tonatural disposition and want of feeling, or, finally, ta 
the awakened character of his enthusiasm, which made him 
look upon those who opposed him, as opposing the Divine 
will, and therefore meriting no favour or mercy, is not ?asy 
to say. But ail agreed that after a victory, or the successfui 
storm of a town, Harrison was one of the most cruel and piti- 
less men in Cromwell's army ; always urgiog some misapph- 
ed textto authorize the continued exécution of the fugitives, 
and sometimes even putting to death those who had surren- 
dered themselves prisoners. It was said, that at times the 
recoUection of some of those cruelties troubled his conscience, 
and disturbed the dreams of beatitication in which his rmagin- 
ation indulged. 

Wben Everard entered the apartment, this true représent- 
ative of the fanatical soldiers of the day, who tilled those ranks 
and régiments which Cromweli had pohtically kept on foot, 
while be procured the réduction of those in which the Pres- 
byterian interest predominated,.was seated a little apart from, 
the others, his legs crossed, and stretched out at length to- 
wards the fire, his head resting on his elbow, and turned up- 
wards, as if studying, witb the most profbond gravity, the 
half seen carving of the Gothic roof. 

Bletson re^nains to be mentioned, who, in person and 
figure » was diametrically différent from the other two. There 
was neither foppery nor slovenliness in his exterior, nor had 
he any marks of military service or rankabout his person. A 
small walking rapier seemed merely worn as a badge of his 
rank as a gentleman, without his faand havii^ the least pur- 
pose of becomibg acquainted with the hilt, or his eye withihe 
blade. His countenance was thin and acute, marked with 
Unes which tfaought rather than âge had traced upon it; and 
a habituai sneer on his countenance, even when he least 
wished to express contempt on his features, seemed to assur^ 
the person addressed, that in Bletson he conversed with a 
person of intellect far superior to his own. ' This was a tri- 
umph oi intellect only, for on ail occasion^ of différence re- 
specting spéculative opinions, and indeed on ail controvevsies 
whatsoever, Bletson avoided the ultimate ratio of blows and . 
knocks. 
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Yet this peaceful gentleman had foand hîmself obliged (• 
serve personally in the Parliamentary army at the conioience- 
tnent of the Civil War, till happening unluckily to come in 
contact with the fiery Prince Kupert, his retreat was judged 
so precipitate, that it required ail the shelter hb friends could 
afford, to keep hicn free of iin impeachment or a court-mar- 
tial. But as BÎetson spnke well, and with great ^flect, in the 
House of Gommons, which was» hisnatural sphère and was on 
thaï account high in the estimation of hie pariy, his behaviour 
nt Edgehill was* passed over, and he conlinued to take an ac- 
tive share in svll the pnlitical events of that buï^tling period» 
though he faced no* again the actual front of war. 

Bletson's theoretical principles of politics had long inclined 
him to espouse thç opinions of l^arrison and other», who 
adopted the visionary idea of estahlishing a pure democriiTi- 
cal republic in 00 extensive a country as Rritain. This was 
. a rash theory, where there is such an infinité différence be« 
twixt ranks, habits, éducation and morais — wbere there 14 
such an immense disproportion betwizt the weaith of indivi* 
daals — and where à large proportion of the inhahitants coii^ 
sists of the inferior classes of the large towns and manuf^cto- 
ring districts — men unfitted to bear that share in the direc« 
tion ofastate, which must be ekercised by the members of a 
republic in the proper sensé of the word. Accordingly, so 
sooD as the experiment was made, it became obvions that no 
such form of govemment could be adopted with the smallest 
chance of stability ; and the question came only to be, whe* 
ther the remnant, or, as it was Tutgarly called the Rump of 
the Long Parliament, now reduced by the seclusion of 90 ma- 
vy of tbe metnbers to a f^w scores of perdons, sbould continne 
in spite of tbeir unpopularitv, to ruie the affairs of Britain ? 
Whetber they sbould cast al! loose by dissolving tbemselve^, 
and issuing writs to convoke a new Parliament, the composi- 
tion of wbich noone could answer for, any morethan for the 
Bieaflures they might take wben assembled? Or, lastly, 
^nether Cromwell, as actually happened, was not to throw 
thesword into tbe balance, and boldly possess himself of thaC 
power which th^ remnant ot the Parliament were unable to 
Aold, aod yet afraid to resign ? 

Sach beingthe state 0/ parties, the Counci! ot State, >q dîa- 
(ributing the goQd thiogs in their gift, endeaTOured to toothe 
and gratîQr the army, a» a beggar fling» cmsts to a growling 
mastiff. In this riew Desborocigh hadbeen created a Com- 
nissioiier ia tti« W^odstock mM/triio gratifj Croawell, Har- 
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rison \o soothe the fierce Fifth-flioDàrchy men, and Bletson 
as a sincère republican^ and one of t{ieir own leaven. 

But if Ùïey siipposed Bletson had* the least intention of be- 
coming a martyr to his republicanism, or submitting to any 
serions loss on account of it, they much mistook the man. 
He entertained their principles sincei^Iy, and not tbe leas 
that they were found impracticable ; for the miscarriage of 
his experiment no more converts the political speculator^ 
than the explosion of a retort undeceives an alchemist. But 
Bletson was quite prepared to sufomit to Cromwell, or any 
one else who might be possesised oflthe actuaJ authority. He 
was a ready subject in practice to the powèr^ existing, and 
made little différence betwizt Tarions kinds of govemment, 
* holding in theory ail to be nearly êqual in imperfection, as 
soon as they diverged from tbe model nf Harrîngton*s 
Oceana. Cromwell had already been tampering with him, 
like wax betwçen his finger and thumb, and which he ira? 
ready shortly to seal with, smiling at the same time to him- 
self whea he beheld the ouncil of State giviog réwards to 
Bletson as their faithfui adhèrent, while he himself was se* 
cure of his alie8;iance, how soon soever the expected change 
of govemmont sbould take platée. 

But Bletson was still more attached to his metaphysical 
than his political creed, and carried his doctrines of the per- 
fectibility of mankind as far as he did those.respectins; the 
conceivable perfection of a model of çovernment; and as in 
the one case he declared against ail power which did nôt 
emanate from the people themselves, so, in hin moral spécu- 
lations, he was unwilling to refer any of the phenomena 
of nature to a final cause. When pushed, indeed, very hard, 
Bletson was compelled to mutter some inarticolate and unin- 
telligible doctrines concerning an Animus Mundi, or Creative 
Power in the works of Nature, by which she originally cal- 
led into,existence, and still continues to préserve, her works, 
To this power, he said, some of the purest metaphysicians 
rendered a certain degree of homage ; nor was he himself in* 
clined absolutely to censure those, who, by institution of ho- 
lidays, choral dances, songs, and harmless feasts and libations, 
might be disposed to cclebrate the great goddess Nature ; at 
least dancing, singing, feast'ng, and sporting, being comforta- 
ble things to both young and old, they might as well sport, 
dance, and feast, in honour of such appointed holidays, as un* 
der any other pretext. But then this moderate show of re- 
ligion was (0 be practisèd under such exceptions as* are admit- 
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ted by tbe Highgate-oath ; and no one was to be compelled to 
dance, drink, sing, 'or feast, whose taste did not bappen to in* 
clinethem to such divertisements ; nor was any one to be 
compelled to worship the créative power, whetber under the 
name of the Arùmus Mundi, or any other whatsoever. Tbe 
interférence of thô Deity in the affaire of mankind be entire- 
^ ly disowned, hkving proved to bis own satisfaction that tbe 
idea originated entirely in priestcraf^. In short, with the 
shadowy metaphysîcal exception aforesaid, Mr. Joshna Blet- 
son of Darlington, member for Little-creed, came as near the 
predicamentof an athéist, as it is perhaps possible for a man 
to do. But we say this with the necessary sal vo ; for we 
bave known many like Bletson, whose curtains bave been 
shrewdly shaken by superstition, though their fears were un- 
sanctioned by any religions faith. The devils, we are as* 
sured, believe and tremble ; but on earth there are many, 
wbo, in worse pligbt than even the natural children of perdi- 
tion, tremble withoat believing, and fear even while they 
blasphème. * ' 

It follows, of course; that nothing côuld be treated with 
more scom by Mr. Bletson, than the debates about Prelacj 
and Presbytery, about Presbytery and Independency, about 
Quakers and Annabaptists, Muggletonians and Brownists, and 
ail the varions sects by which the Cival War hadcommenced, 
and by which its dissensions were still continued. ^* It was," 
he said,*'as if beasts ôf burthen should Quarrel amongst them- 
selves about the fashion of their halters and pack-saddles^ 
instead of émbraclng a favourable opportunity of tbrofving 
them aside.*' Other witty and pithyremarks he used ta make 
when time and place suited ; far instance, at the club called 
the Rota, frequented by Saint John, and establisbed by Har- 
riogion for free discussion of political and religions subjects. 

But when Bletson was ont of this academy, or stroni^hold of 
phiiosophy, he was very cautions how he carried bis côntempt 
of the gênerai préjudice in favour of religion and Ghristianity 
farther than an implied objection or a sneer. If he had an 
opportunity of talking in private with an ingénions and intel- 
legent yooth, be sometimes attempted to make a prosélyte, 
andshowed much address inbribingthe van ityof expérience, 
by suggesting that a mind like bis ought to spum the preju» 
dices impressed upon it in childbood ; and assuming the kUus 
clavus of reason, assuring him that such as he lay aside the 
Attila of juvénile incapacity, as Bletson called it> should pro- 
eed to examine and décide for himself. It frequently happen- 
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ed» that tfae yooth wasinduced to adopi the doctrines in whole» 
or in part, of the sage who had seen the natural' genius, and 
who bad urged him to exert it in exumining, detecting, and de* 
claring for himself ; and thus flattery gave prosélytes to infid- . 
elity, which could not hâve been gained by ail the powerful 
éloquence, or artful sophistry, of the infidel. 

Thèse attempts to extend the influence of what was called 

free-thinking and philosopby, were carried on, as we hâve hint< 

ed, with a caution dictated by the timidity of the philosopheras 

disposition. He wa^ conscipus his doctrines were suspected, 

and his proceedings watched, by the two principal sects of 

Prelàtists and Presbyterians, who. hpwever inimical to each 

other, were still more hostile to one who was an opponent, 

not only to a.church establishment of any kind, bnt to every 

dénomination of Christianity . He iplind it more easy to shroud 

himself among the independents, whose demands were for a 

gênerai liberty of conscience, or an unlimited toleration, whose 

faith, differing in ail respects and particulars, was bysome 

pushed into such wild errors, as to get beyond the bounds of 

every species of Christianity, and approach very near to io- 

fidelity itself, as extrêmes of each kind are said to approach- 

each other. Bletson mixed'a good deal among those secta- 

ries : and such was his confidence in his own logic and ad- ' 

dress, that he is supposed to hâve entertained hopes of 

bringing to his opinions in time the ^nthusiastic Vane, as 

well as the no less enthusiastic Harrison, providing he 

could but get them to resign their visions of a Fifth Monarchy, 

and tnduce them to be contented with a reign of Philosophers 

in Ëngland for the natural period of their lives, instead of 

tfae reign of the Saints during the Millenium. 

Such was the singular |j;roup into which Everard was now in- 
troduced ; showin^, in their varions opinions, upon how many 
devious coasts human naturemay makeshipwreck, when she 
has once let go her hold on the anchor which religion bas 
given her to lean upob ; the acute self-conceit and worldly 
learning of Bletson — the rash and ignorant conclusions of the 
fierce and under-^bred Harrison, leading them into the op. 
posite extrême» «)f enthusiasm and infidelity, while Desbo- 
rougb, constitulionally stupid, thought nothing aboot religion 
at ail ; and while the others were' active in making sail on dif- 
férent but equally erroneous courses, he mjght be said tope- 
risb like a vessel, which springs a lekk andfounders in the 
roadstead. 3t was wonderful tobehold what a strange vari- 
£ty of mistakes and errors, on the part of the £ing,and his 

r 
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Ministère^ on the parlof the Parliament and tlieir leaders, on 
tfae part of the allied kingdoms of Scotland and England to- 
wards each other, had combioedto rear up men of such dan- 
gerotis opinions and interested characters among the arbiters 
of the destinj of Britain. 

Those who argne for party's sake, will see ail the faufts on 
ihe one side, withput deîgning to look at those on the other; 
those who study liistory for instruction, will perceive that 
nothing but the want of concession on either side, and the 
deadly height td which the animosity of the King^s and Par- 
liment's parties had arisen, could hâve so totally overthrown 
Ihe well poised balance of the Ënglish constitution. But wc 
hasten to quit political reflections, the ratber that ours, we 
>>eliere, will please neither Whig nor Tory. 



CHAPTER XII. 

» ' • 

.^Three froni a College-^and you give us four, 
Let him briog his share with him. 

BectumorUandFlelcher., 

Mr. Blbtson arose, and paid his respects to Colonal 
feverard, with the ease and courtesy of a gentleman of the 
Cme ; though on every account grieved at his intrusion, as a 
religions man who held his fr^-e thinkjng principles in detes- 
tation, and would eflfectually prevent his conversion of flar- 
ri8on,and èvenof Desboroughjf any thing could be moulded 
mit of such a clod to the worship of the Animus Mundi. 
JWoreover, Bletson knew Everard to be a' ninn of steady 
probity,. and by no means dispoaed to close with a scheme 
on which he had successfully sounded the other two, and 
which was calculated to «ssore the Commissioners of some lit* 
tle private indemnification for the trouble they were to eive 
themselve^ in the public business. The philosopher was yet 
less pleased whei he saw the majfistrate and the pastor who 
had met him m his %hï of the preceding evenin?, when he 
had scen, parma non bent relief, with cloak and doublet left 
tehind him. 



WOODSTOCK ]2l 

The présence of Colonel Ererard was as; unpleasing to 
Deflboroogfa as to Bletson ; bntthè fôrmer havîng no philoso- 
phy in him, nor an idea that it was possible for any man to 
resist belptng himself of untold modey, was chiefly embar- 
rassed by the thooghC, that the plander which they migbt be 
able to achieve ont of tbeir trust, migbt, by this unwelcome 
additif to their nnmber, be divided into four parts instead of 
three ; and Chîs refleçtion added to the natural awkwardness 
witb wbicà he gnimbled forth a sort of welcome, addressed to 
Evprard. 

As for Harrison, he remained like one on higher thougbts 
intent; bis posture onmoved, his eyes ôxedon the céiling as 
before, andnopart of him indicated the least consciousness 
that the Company had been morethan doubled around him. 

Meantime, Everard took bis place at the table, as sf man 
who assumed his own right, and pointed to his companions to 
sit down nearer the foot of the board. Wtldrake so far mis- 
und^rstood bis sis:naU, as to sit down aboyé the Mayor; but, 
rallying bif: recollection at a look from his patron, he rose and- 
look his place lower, whi^tling, however» ashe went* asouad, 
at which thecompany ^tarted, as at a freedom iti.;Iily unbe- 
comin^. To complète hh indecorum, he seized upon a pipe, 
and filling it from a lars:e tobacco box, was sood immersed ia a 
cloud of his oWn raising ; from^ which ^a hand shortly afler 
emei^e^, seized on the biack-jack of aie, withdrew it within 
the yapoury sanctuary, and, aflàr a potential draught, replaced 
it upon the table, it«* owoer beginning to renew the cloud 
which his intermitted exercise of the tube had almost allowed 
to subside. 

Nobody made any observation on his conduct, out of res- 
pect, probably, to Colonel Everard, who bit his lip, but conti- 
nued silent ; aware that censure migbt extract something 
more unequivorally cb^racteristic of a cavalier, from his re- 
fractory companton. As silence seemed too awkward, and 
the otbers made no advances to break it, beyound the ordina- 
ry salutation. Colonel Everard, at length said,^ " I présume» 
gentlemen, that you are somewbat surprised at my arrivai 
hère, and thus intruding myself into your meeting." 

" Why the dickens should we be surprised. Colonel ?** 
said Desborough ; *' we know his Excellency, my brother-in- 
law Noirs— I mean my Lord CromwelPs way, of over-quar- 

M 
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teringbis menin the towns be marches throûgfi. Thon hast 
obtained a sbare in oar commuaion ?" 

** And in that," said Bletson, gmiling and bowing, '' the 
Lord-General bas giren us the most acceptable colleague that 
could bare been added to our number. No doubt yonr 
autboritj for joining with os must be ander warrant ot the 
Coancil of State ?" 

'< Of that, Gentlemen," said the Colonel, '* I will présent!/ 
advise you." — He took ont bis warrant accordinglj, and was 
ahout to commùnicate the contents ; biit obserring that there 
were three or fonr half-empty flasks npon the table, that Des- 
borongh looked more stupid tban usual, and that the philoso- 
pher*8 eye» were realing in bis head, notwîthstanding the tem- 
pérance of Bletson*fl usual habits, he concluded that they had 
beeo fortifyins; themselves against tbehorrors of the haunted 
mansioo, by laying in a store of what iscalled Dotch courage, 
and therefore prudently resolved to postpone bis more impor- 
tant business with them till the cooler hour of morning. He 
therefore instead of presenting the General's warrant supei^- 
cedingtheir commission, contcnted himself with repiying, — 
** My busineâs bas, of course, some référence to your pro- 
céedingR hère But hère is — excuse my curiosity — a révé- 
rend gentlemen," pointing to Holdenouçh, ** who bas told me 
that you <ire so strangely embarrassed hère, as to require 
both the civil and spifitual authority to enable you to keep 
possession of Woodstock." 

** Before we go into the matter," said Bletson, blushing up 
to the eyes at the recollection of bis own fears, so manifestly 
displayed, yet so inconsiistent with his principles, *' I sbonld 
Jike to know who t his other stranger is, who bas come with 
the worthy magistrale, and the no less worthy Presbyte-» 
rian." 

"Meaning me?" said Wildrake, laying his pipe aside ; 
**.Gadzook^ the time hath been that I could bave answered 
the question with a better title; but at présent I am only his 
b6nour*s poor clerk, or secretary, whichever is the current 
phrase.' ' 

" Tore George, my lively blade, thou art a frankfellow of 
thy tattle, said Desborough, *' There is my secretary Tomkins 
whom men sillily enough call Fibbet, and the bonourable 
"Lieutenant-Général Harrison's secretary Bibbet, who are 
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now at supper below stairs, that durât not for their éiini speak 
phrase above^ tbeir breath in the présence of theii%etters^ 
unless to answer a question. 

** Tes, Colonel Ëverard," said the philosopher with bis 
quiet smile, glad, apparently, to divert the conversation from 
the topic of last night's alarm, and recollections which hum- 
bled his self-love and self-satisfaction, — '* yes ; and when 
Master Fibbet and Master Bibbet do speak, their affirmations 
are as much in a common mould of mutual attestation, as 
their Dames would accord in the verses of a poet. If Master 
Fibbet happeàs to tell a fiction, Master Bibbet sweârsit as 
trutb. If Master Bibbet chances to bave gotten drunk'in the 
fear of the Lord, Master Fibbet swears he is soberl I bave 
cailed my own secretary Gibbet, though his name chances to 
be only Gibeon, a worthy Israélite at your service, but as- 
pure a youth as ever picked a lamb-t>one at P-rischal. But I 
call him Gibbet, merely to make up the holy trefoil with 
another rhyme. 'This squire'of thine, Colonel Everard, 
looks tis if he might l)e worthy to be cou pied with the rest of 
the fratemity." 

"Not I, truly," said the cavalier; '* TU be coupled 
wlih DO Jew that was ever whelped, and no Jewess 
neither." 

" Scorn not for that, young man," said the philosopher ; 
'' the Jews are in point of religion, the elder brethren, you 
know." 

" The Jews older than the Christians ?" said Desborough ; 
*''fore George, they will hâve thee before the General 
Aisembly, Bletson, if thou venterest to say so " 

*' Wildrake laughed without ceremony at thegross igno- 
nonmce of Desborough, and joiued by a sniggling response 
from behind the cupboard, which, when inquired into, proyed 
to be prodnced by the sérvingmen. Thèse worthies, timor- 
ous as their betters, when they had set dowù the lights, and 
were suppesed to hâve \efï the room, had only absconded be- 
hind their présent place of concealment. 

" How now, ye rogues," said Bletson, angrily ; " do you 
know your duty better ?" • 

" We beg your worthy honour's pardon," said one of the 
men, «* but we had set the candlesticks down on the table, 
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aMt tfoly we dared oot go doirn stain till we ahoald get a 
îight.»/^ 

** Â ligbt, je cowardly paltrooDS ?" said tfae phîlosoplier^ 
^'what — to show which of joa lookt palest when a rat 
sqaeakf ? — ^but take a candlestick and begone, y ou cowardly 
villains ! the devils you are sa mucb afraid of must be bat 
paltry kites, if tbey bawk at such bats as you are." 

Tbe servants, without replyin^, took up one of the candie- 
sticks and and prepared to retreat, Trusty Tompkîns at tbe 
hcad of the troop. when suddenly, as they arrived at thedoor 
of the parlour, which had been left half open, it was shat 
violently. The three terrified domesticks tumbled back into 
the middle of the room, as if a shot had been discharged in 
their face, and ail who were at the table started to their feet. 

Col. Everard was incapable of a moment's fear,,eveD if any 
thing frightful had been seen ; but hé remained stationary, to 
see what bis copipanions wouM do, and to get at the bottom, 
if possible, ôf the cause of their alarm upon an occasion so 
triûing. The philosopher seemed to think that he was the 
pcrson chieây concerned to show manhood on the occasion. 

iie waiked iO tîiS door accordingly, murmuring at the cow- 
«ardlce of the servants ; but at such a snail's pace, that it 
seemed he would most willingly bave been anticipated by any 
one whom his reproaches had roused to exertion. ^* Cow- 
ardly blockheads!" he said at last, seizing hold of the handle 
ofthe door, but without turning it effectually round — *'dare 
you not open a door ?" — (still fumbling with the lock) — dare 
you not go down a staircase without a light ? Hère, bring me 
the candie, you cowardly villains I — By Heaven, somethiog 
sighs on the outside 1" 

As he spoke, he let go the handle of the parleur door, and 
stept back a pace or two into the apartmeoit, with cheeks as 
pale as the band he wore. 

^*J)€us adjutQr meus!^^ said the Presbyterian clergyman 
rising îromhis seat. *' Give place, sir,".addresslng Bletson ; 
''would seem 1 know more of this matter than thou, and 
I bless Heaven I am arnied for the conflict.*' 

Bold as a grenadier about to ^lount a breach, yet with the 
same belief in the existence of a great d^<nc*>'r to be encoun- 
tered, as well as the saipe reliance in the gcodness of his cause, 
the worthy man stepped before the philosohphical Bletson, 
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and taking; a.light from a sconce in one hand, qnletfy opened 
the door witb the other, and standing in the tnreshold, said, 
*' Hère is nothiog !" . 

" And wbo expected U see any thiog," said Bletsoo, " ex- 
cepting those terrified oafs, who take fright at every puff of 
wind that wbistleti througb tbe plissage of tbis old dun- 
geon?" , . 

*''Mark you, MasterTbmkin»," said one of tbe wniting-ineB 
in a whwper to tbe stewurd, — ^'* See bow boldly tbe oiinister 
pressed forward before ali of tbeoi. Ab ! ^Madter Tomkins, 
our parson is the real commissioned officer, of tbe cburcb — 
your lay-preacbers are no better tban a parcel of club-meQ 
and volunteers." 

** Follow me tbose wbo list,'* said Master Holdenoiigb, <<or 
go beibre me those who choose, 1 will walk ihrougb tbe ha- 
bitable places of tbis boase before I leàve it, and satisfy my- 
self wbetber Satan batb reallv mingled bimneif among thèse 
dreary dens of ancient wickedness« or wbetber, like tbe 
tv'icked of wbom boly David speaketb, we are afraid, and flee 
wben no one pursuetb " 

' Harrison, wbo bad beard thèse words, sprung from bis seat, 
and drawing bis sword, ezclaimed, *' Were there as many 
âends in tbe boase as there are bairs On my bead, upon tbis 
cause 1 will charge tbem v^ to their trenches!" 

So saying, be braodished bis w^'apon, and pressed to thé 
head qÎ tbe column, wbere be moved side by ^ide witb the 
minister* Tbe Mayor of Wood«iock next joined tbe body, 
tbinking hÎHiself safer perbaps in the rompany of bis pastor ; 
and tbe wbole train moved forwanl in close order. accompani- 
ed by tbe servants bearing li^^hts. to siearcb tbe Lodge for 
soihe cause of tbat panic witb wbicb they seémed to be sud- 
denly seized. * 

'•Nay, take me witb yoo, my fri^^nds," said Colonel 
Everard, wbo bad looked on in surprise, and was now 
about to follow* tbe party, w>ei) BieiAon Uid bold on bis 
doak, an4 be^ed bim to remain 

*' ^ou see, niy good Colonel " be said, affecting a courage 
wbich bis shaking voice belied, ^* hère are only you and I^ 
and honest Desborough, left liehmd in garrison, while 
ail the others are' .absent ou a i^tlly. We munt oot haai* 
ard the wbole troops ia one sortîe-^that were uamilttaij 
—Ha, ha, bal" - 
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"Id the name of HeaTen, what means ail (his?" saM 
Sverard. *' I heard a fooiish taie aboat apparitions as I came 
thia way. and now I tind y ou ail half mad with fear, and can- 
not get a word of seose among so ftianj of you. Fie, Colo- 
nel Desborougb-^— fie« Master Bletson — ^try to compose your- 
selyes, and let me know in Heaven^s name, the cause of ail 
this disturbance. One would be apt to think your grains were 
tumed.** 

"And 80 mine well may,''said Desborough, ^* ay, and over- 
tnmed too, sinôe my bed last night wss turned upside dow^n, 
and I was placed for ten minutes heels uppermost, and bead 
downmost like a buHock going to be shod." 

"What means this nonsense, Master Betsen? — Desbo- 
rough must bave had the night-mare.'^ 

"No, faith. Colonel, the goblins, or whatever ehe they 
were, had benn favourable to honest Desborough for they re- 
posed the whole of bis person on that part of bis body which 
— Hark, did you not hear s(ometbing ? — is the central point 
of gravity, namely bis head." 

" Oid you see anything to alarm you ?'' said the Colo- 
nel. 

" Nothing,*' said Bletson ; " bot we heard heliish noises, 
as al! our people did ; and I, believinglittle of ghosis and ap- 
paritions, concluded tbe calFaliers weretakingus at advan- 
tage ; so remembering Rainsborougb's fate, I even jumped 
the window, and ran to Woodstock, to call the soldiers tothe 
rescne of Harrison>and Desborougb." 

" And did you not firï»tgo to see what the danger was ?" 

"Ah, my good friend, you fbrget that 1 laid down my corn-' 
mission at the time of the self-denyibg ordinance. It woqld 
liave been quite inconsistent with my duty as a Parliamenù 
mnn, to be brawling; nmidst a set of ruffians, witbany military 
authority. No — when the Parliamënt commanded mè *lo 
sheathe my sword. Colonel, I bave too mi^pb vénération for 
tbeir authority, to be found again with it drawn in my hand.*' 

"But the Parliamënt,'* said Desborough bastily^n" did not 
(^ommand you to Use your heels when your hands would 
fiave saved a raan from choking. Ods dickens ! yôu migbt 
hâve stopped when you saw mybed canted heels uppermost, 
and me half stiâed in the bed-clothes — ^youcnight, Isay. hâve 
&topped and lent a handto putit to rights instead of jumping 
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out of window, like a new-shohi sh^ep, as soon asyou had 
run acros8 my room. , 

*« Nay, worshipful Master Desboroogh," said Bletson, 
winrkîog 6n Everard, to show that he was playing'on hia thick 
skulled colleague, '* howcould I-tell your particular modeof 
reposing ? — there are many tastes—- 1 hâve kiîown men who 
siept by choioe on a slope or angle of foVty-five." 
' ^* Yes, but did evér a man sieep standing on his head, ex- 
cept by a miracle ?" said Desborough. 

" Now, as to miracles — " said the philosopher, confident in 
the présence of Everard, besides that an apportunity of scoff- 
ing at religion really in some degree diverted his fear — *< I 
leave thèse out of the question, seeing that the évidence on 
such subjects Ret:ms as little qualified to carry conviction, as , 
a horse-hair to land a leviathan.** 

A loud clap of thunder, or a noise as formidable, rang 
throùgh the Lodge as the scofTer had ended, which struck him 
pale and raotionïess, and made Desborough throw himself on 
his knees, and repeat exclamations and prayers in much ad- 
mired confusion. 

" There must be contrivance Kere," exclaimed everard ; 
and snatchins; one of the candies from asconce, he rushed out 
of the apartment, little heeding the entreaties of the philoso^ 
pher, who, in (he extremity of his distress, conjured him by 
the Animus Mundi^ to remain to the assistante of a distressed 
philoscfpher end^ngered by witches, and a Partiament^man 
assaulted by ruffians. As for Desborough, he only gaped like 
a clown in a pantomime ; and doubtful whether to follow or 
stop, his natural indolence prevailed, and he sat still. 

When on the landing-place of the stairs, Everard paused a 
moment to consider what was the best course to take. He 
heardthe voicfs of men talkingfast and loud, like peôple who 
wish to drown their fears, in the lowerstory ; and aware that 
nothing could be Hiscovered by thosc whose inquiries were 
conducted in -a manne r so noisy, he resolved to proceed in a 
différent directton, and examine the second floor, .which he 
had now gained. 

He had known every corner, both of the inhabited and 
uninbabited part of the mansion, and availed himself of the . 
candie, to traverse two or three intricate passages, which 
he was afraid he might not remember with stifflcie&t acciK 
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racy. fhis morement con^eyed bim to a sort of Oeuii'dr- 
beufy an octagoo vestibule, or small bail, from which Tarious 
rooms^opened. Amoogtt thèse doors, Ëverard selected that 
wbicb led to a very loflg, narrow, and dilapidated gallery, 
bttilt in the time of Henry VIII. and ronning alongthe wbole 
south-west stde of the building, communicating at différent 
points with the resf^f the mansion. This be tbougbt was 
Itkely to be the post occupied by tbose who proposed to act 
the sprites opon this occasion ; especially as ils length and 
shape gave him sooie idea that it was a spot where the bold 
thunder might in many ways be imitated. 

Determined to ascertain the truth, if possible, he placed 
Lis light on a table in the vestibule, and applied himself to 
open the door into the gallery. At this point he found him- 
self strongly opposed either by a boit drawn, or, as he rather 
conceived, by somebody from within resisting bis attempt. 
He was induced to believe the latte r, because the résistance 
slackened and whs reuewed, like that of human strength, in- 
stead of presenting the permanent oppoî^ition of an inanimate 
obstacle. Though JiLverard was a strong and active young 
maù» he^xhausted bis strengt|i in the vain attempt to open 
the door ; and having paused to take breath, was about to re- 
né w his efforts with foot and shoulder, and to call at the same 
time for assistance, when to his surprise, on again attempting 
the door more §|ently, in order to ascertain, if possible, where 
the strength of the opposing obstacle was situated, he îbund it 
give W9J to a very slight impulse, some impediment fell broken 
to the ground, and the door âew wide open. The gust of 
^ind,pccàsioned by the' siidden opening of the door, biew out 
the candie, and Kverard was lefl in darkness, save where the 
moonshine, whieh the long side-row of latticed Windows dim- 
med, could imperfectly force its way into the gallery, which 
lay in ghostly length before him ■ 

The melancholy and doubtful twilight was tncreased by a 
quantil|f.of crecping plants on the outside, which, since ail had 
been neglected in thèse ancient halls, oow compf^tely over- 
grown, had in some instances greatly dimininhed, and in others 
almost quite choked up the space of the lattices, extending 
b^ween the heavy stone shaft-work which divideU the Win- 
dows, both lengthways and across. On the other side there 
vere no witdows àt all> and the gallery had been once com- 
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side of the apartment had been adamed. Most of the uktJ^ 

So^H''rJ[î"TV!u ^ ^°^*y ^«"«* ^^ «orne, and the 
tatteiedreoiiianta of otheA. were atiU visible along the eztent 

of the ffarte gallery ; the look of whieh was ao disolate, asd 
so well adapted besidea for mkchief; aiippostng there ^ere 
eneqQiea near iftœ, that Everard could Bot belplausii» at the 
entraiice, and reeoinmèndiDg hiraself (o God,.ere, drawine bis 
«Word, he admced into the apartment, ^Teadiog as lighay aa 
posMble, and keeping in the shadow as mucb as he could. 
^ Mffl-kham Everard was by no means Miperstitious, but be 
had the usaal credttbty of bis times ; and tbougb be did noC 
yield eaaly to taleg of anpernatoral visitations, y^ be coold 
not belp thiirkiog be was in the Fery situation, where, if snob 
things were ever peraiitted, they roight be expected to take 
place, wbile bis own stealthy and ill-assored pace, bis drawn 
weapon, and extended arœs, beini< the very attitnde and a<^oQ 
ot doubt and suspicion, tended to increase itr bis mind the 
gloomy feehngs of whicb they are constHntly associated. 
linder such onpleasant impjessioos, and conscioi» of the 
i^ighbourbood of something iTnfri^idly, Colonel Eve»rd had 
already advanced balf along the gallery, wben he beard some 
one sigb very near him, and a low, soft voîce prononce bis 
name. 

" Hère I am," be replied, wbile bis beart beat tbick and 
short. •* Wbo calls on Marldiam Everard V* 

Anotber sigh was tb« only answer. 

" Speak/' said the Colooel, *• whoever or whataoeviar you 
are, and tell with what intent and purpote you are lurking in 
tbeae apartments ?" ^ 

" Witb a bétter intent tban yoors," retumed the soft vdlce. 

•'Than mine!" wjswered Everard in great surprise. 
** Wbo are. you that date judge of my tntetits ?" 

" What, orieho are you^ Éarkhaœ Everard, wbo^wander 
by.mooalight tbrough.tbese deserted balls <tf royalty, where 
none sbould be but thoae wbo «moura thetr downfall, oV are 
sworn to ayenge it ?" - 

" It 4s-^d yet it cannot be," said Everard ; " yet it is, 
and must be. Alice Lee, the devil or you speaks. Aaswer 
m^,*^ I conjure you ! — speak openly— on what daEs^rous 
scheme are you- engaged ? where is your &L\hw ? wby are 
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joQ iM^re^-^wherefore do yoa nin to deadij « ye&tore ?>-^ 
Speak, I coDJore yoo, Alice Lee V 

<' She wbom yoa call is at tbe distance of miles from tkîs 
spot What ifher Genius speaks whea she ié absent? — 
wbat if tbe soûl of an incestress of hers and yours were n&w 
addressiniç you ? — ifhat i f ■ ' " 

*'Nay" answered E^erard, ''but what t^tbe dearest of 
human beings bas caught a toucb of hèr fatber's entbusiasm ? 
what if she is exposing ber person to danger, ^er réputation 
to scandai, by traverniag in disguise and indarkness a bouse 
fiUed wilfa armed men ? Speak to me, my fair cousin, in yoor 
ovrrf person. 1 am furnished «vith powers to protect my un- 
cie, Sif Henry-^to protect you too, deârest Alice, eyen 
a&rainst the cont>eqoences of this visionary and wiid attempt. 
Spiak — I see where you are, and with ail my respect, I can- 
Dol submit to be thus practised upon. Trust me — trust your 
cousin AI arkhrim with your own band, and believe tbat he wiJl 
die or pLice you in honourable .safety." . 

As bé spoice, he exercised bis eyes as keenly as possible 
to detect wh^re the t^peaker stapd ; and it seemed to bim, chat 
about 4hree y.irdr< from bim cïiere was a shadowy form, of 
«which he couid not discern e^en tbe outline, placed as it was 
within'the deep and prolonged shadov tbrown by a space of 
wail intei^yenin^ bptwixt twa Windows, upon tbat side of tbe. 
room from wbich tbe ligbt was admitted. He endeaTOured 
to calcTiJate as well as he could, tbe distance betwixt bimself 
and the object wbich be watcbed, under the impression, tbat 
if, by even usinée a "^light degree of compulsion, be could de- 
tach hi& beloved Alice from tbeconfederacy into wbich he 
supposed har fatber's zeal for the cause of royalty had en- 
gaged ber, he would be rendering them botb tbe most essen- 
tial fairour. lie CQuld not iodeed but conclude, tbat however 
successfiilly tbe plot which he concçived to be in agitation had 
proceeded.against tbe timid Bletson, the stupid Desborough, 
and the crazy Harrison, there was little doubt tbat at lengtb 
tbeir artifices must necessarily bring shame and danger ou 
those engaged in it. 

It must also be remembered, that Ererard's affectiop to bis 
cousin, ahbough of the most respectful and devoted chatac- 
ter, partook less of tbe distant vénération wbich a lover of 
those days entertained for the lady whom he worahipped with 
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liamble diAdence, tban of the foDd and ftmiliar feelings which 
a brocher eDtertatos towards a younger sister, whom he thinks 
himself entitled to guide, advise, and eyen in sonie degree to 
controal. So kindly and intimâtes had been tbeir intercourse, 
that he had little more hésitation in endeavouring to arrest 
her progress in the dangerous course in which sbe seemed 
to be engaged, even at the risk of giving her momeotary of- 
fence, than he would hâve had in snatching her from a torrent 
or conflagration, at the chance of harting her by the violence 
of bis grasp. AU this passed through his mind in the course 
of a single minute ; and he resolved at aH ei^ents to detain her 
en the spot, and compel, if possible, an explanation from her. 

With this purpose, Everard again conjured his cousin in 
the nanie of Heayen, to give op this idle and dangerous mum- 
mery ; and lending an accurate ear to l^er answer, endeavoured 
from the dound to calcalate as nearly as possible the distance 
be'tween them* 

^' '* I am not sbe for whom you take me," said the Toice; 
'* and dearer regards than aoght connected with her lifé or 
death, bid me warn yoa to kei^aloof, and leave this place." 

*' Not till I hâve convincea you of your childish Miy," 
said the Colonel, springing forward, and endeavouring to catch 
hold of her who spoke to him. But no female^form was 
within his grasp. On the contrary, he was met by a s bock 
which coald corne from no woman's arm« and which was rade 
enougb so stretch him on his back on tbe floorr At tbe.same 
time he felt the point of a sword at his tbroat, and his hands 
so completely mastered, that not tbe slightest defence ré- 
mained to him. 

^* A cry for assistance,** said a voiçe near him, but not that 
which he had hitherto hoard, '* will be stifled in your blood! 
~-No harm is meant you — be wise^ and be silent." 

The fear of denth, which Everard had often braved in the 
field of battle, became more horrible as be felt himselfijn tbe 
hands of unknown assassins, and totally devoid of ail means of 
d^nce. The sharp point of the sword pricked bis bare 
tbroat, and tbe foot of him who beld it was upon his breast. 
He felt it was to^be a single tbrust, and an end there would 
be of life, and ail tbe fevertsb joys and sorrows which agitate 
us so strangely, and from which we are yet so reloctant to 
part. Laige drops of perspiration stood upon his forehead— 
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Jm8 beait tiilwbbed as if it woakL burst from its confinemeiit in 
the bofom — he experienced tbe agoivy wfaich fear imposes on 
the bnwe man^ acute in proportion to tkat whicfa pain inflicts 
wheD it subdues tbe robust and healthy. 

** Counn Alice/'-^he attempted to speak, and the sword's 
point pressed bin tbroat yet more closely— «* Cousin, let me 
not be murdered in a tnanner so fearful !'' 

'* 1 tell yoa," replied tbe ^oice, " that yoa spake to one 
who is net faere ; but your lif< is not aimed at, providing yoa 
swearon your f»iith as a Christian, and yonr bonour as a gen- 
tleman, tbat you wiil conceal what bas happened, whetber 
from the people below, or from any other person. On this 
condition y.ou may rise ; and if yoa seek ber, yoa will find 
Alice Lee at Joceline^s cottage, in the forest." 

'* Stnce 1 may not help myself otherwise," said Everard, 
" a» I bave a sens*» of religion and bonour, iwill aay notbing 
^ of this FÎoJence, nor make any searcb after tbose wbô are 
concemed m it." 

'* For that we care nothing," sa^d the voice. « Thon hast 
au example how well thou m!^i|^'st catch mischief on thy own 
part ; but we are in cnse to defy thee. Rise, and begone." 

The foot, tbe sword's point were withdrawn, and Everard 
was about to start up hastily, when the voice, in the samc 
softness of tone which di»tinir«i'<bed it at first, said, *' Ko haafe 
— cold and bare Mee\ is yet around thee. Now — now — ^now 
— (the #ords dying away at a distance) — ^thou art frce. Be 
«ecret and be safe." 

Markham Everard «rose, and, in rising, embarrassed 
his feet with bis own «word, which he had dropped when 
sprlâgingforward, as he snppoi^ed to lay hold of his ^r cousin. 
He snatched it up in haste, and as bis hand clasped the bilt, 
his courage, which had -^iven way under the appréhension of 
instant deatb, began to retum ; he considered, with almost 
his usual composurf*, what was to he done next. Deeply af- 
fronted at the disgrâce which he had sustained,he questioned 
for an instant whetber he oiijrht to keep hi» extorted promise, 
or should not rather summon aï»sis tance, and make haste to 
discover and seize thoî»e who had been recently engaged in 
«uch violence on his perron. Buf thèse persons, be they who 
would, had had his life in tbeir power — he had pledged his 
Word in ransom of it — and what was more, he could not di* 
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wtsï hiçisetf of ibte Méa tbAtliis^beloved Alice wns aconfidante 
at lenst, if not ao actof , in ihfi coofederaey wbich had thus 
baAed htm.' Tlhis prepossessicm determined hii codduct; 
for^ thpngh angry at aupposing that êhe ipuet havebeen ac- 
•cessoiry to bis personal ill-treatment, he could not in any 
event think oif an inétant seareb throagh the mansion, whicb 
migbt baye committed ber gafetv, or fhat ôf hié uncle. ** Bat 
I wi|] to the hat," be iraid— ** I wîll ÎQStantly to the faut, as- 
certain ber sbarei in this wild and dangerons cdnfedetacj, anci'' 
snatcb ber Orom ratn, if it be possible." 

As, under the influence of the resolation wbich be had 
formed, Everard groped bis vay tbrongh tbe gallery, and re- 
gained thè Te^tibnle, be heard hh namé called bj tbe weH- 
knèwn voice of WiJdrake. "What— ho! — boHo ! — Colonel 
Ererard — Mark Everard^- it is dark as the deviPs mouth— 
«peak — ^where are you ? — The wi.tches are keeping their 
hellish «abbath hère, as I think, where are you ?" 

•* Hete, bere!" answered Everard. "Cease your 
biiwliiig, Tarn to tbe left, and yoa will meet me. 

Gnided by bis voice, Wildrake soon appeared, with 
a light in one hand, and his drawn sword in the otber. 

" Where bave heen ?** he said ** what bas detained 

you? — Hère are Bletson and tbe brute Desborough, ter- 
rified out of their lives, and Harrison raving n^ad^' 
because the devil will not be civil enough to rise to £^bt 
bim." 

"Saw or heard yoa nothing as yoa came alông?" said 
Everard.. 

*< Nothing,'* said bis friend, ** excepting that when I first 
entered tbts corsed runioos labyrintb, tbe ligbt was struck 
ont of -my hand, as if by a switch, wbich obliged me tb 
retum for another." 

** I must corne by a horse instantly, Wildrake, and anothèr 
for tbyself, if it be possible.*' 

" We can take two of those belongtng to the troopérs," 
answered Wildrake. ** But for what purpose sbDuld we 
run àway, tike rats, at this time in tbe evening ? — ^Is tbe houtfe 
fallingr ' 

**\ cannot ans^^er yoa," said the Colonel, pnfehi^g 
Ibrward into a room where there were some reipaiDs of 
furniture. 

' . . N 
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Hère the cavalier' took a more strict yiew of bis persoo, 
and ezclaimed in wonder, ** What tl^ deyil hav» yen been 
fîghting with, Markham, that has bedizened jou after tUff 
sorry fashion?'' 

*'Figbting!" ezclaimed Eyerard. 

" Yes," replied his trosty attendant» " I say fightiof . Look 
at joaself in the roirror."- 

He did, and saw he i>i^ covered with dust and 
lilood. Tbe latte r proceeded from a scratch which be 
bad received in tbe tbroat» as be struggled to extricate 
htmself. With nnaffected alarm, Wildrake nnbid bis 
frtend^s collar, and f^fth eager baste proceeded to examine 
th^ wound, fais bands trembling, and bis eyes glîstening 
with appréhension for bis benefactor's life. Wben, in spite pf 
Everard^s opposition, be had ezamined tbe burt and found it 
so triding, be resumed the natural wildness of bis cbaracter, 
perbaps tbe more readily that be had feit shame in departing 
from it, into one wbicb expressed more of feelin^; tban be 
would be tboogbt to possess. 

^ If that be tbe deviPs work. Mark/' said be, ''tbe foui 
fiend^s claws are not nigh so formidable as they are represen- 
.ted ; but no one sball say that yonr blood bas been sbed 
unrevenged, while Roger Wildrake was by yonr side^ 
Wbere left yoa tbis same imp? I will back to tbe field 
of figbt, con front bim with roy rapier, and were bis 
nails tenpenny nails, and bis teeth as long as tbose of a 
harroWf he shall render me reasen for tbe.injury be bas done 
yon." 

** Madness — madness ï" exclaimed Everard ; *' I bad 
tbis trifling bnrt by a fall — a basin and towel will wipe it 
away. Meantime, if yen will ever do me tbe kindness, 
get the troop-horses — command them for tbe service of 
tbe pQbHp in the . name of bis Ezéellency tbe Gène* 
rai. I wiîl bot wasb, ànd join you in an instant beJTore 
tbe gâte.*' 

•<WeU, I ^ïH serre you, Everard, as a mute serres the 
Grand Signior, without knowing wby ox wberefore. But 
will you go without seeing thèse people below ^' 

*« Without seeii^ a^y 09e/' aaid Êverard; " lose uq time, 
for Gp^'s M^," 
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He feoûd <nil. the iwi«Gmiimii8Î«Ded officer, and dcnaoded 
aie horses «t a teœ of aothoritj, te whîch the corporal y|eld- 
ed andîspQted obédience, asone well aware of Coienel ETèr- 
atd's milîtary rafik and conséquence. So ail was in a minute 
or two ready for the expédition. 



CHAPTBR XIIL 



•«« Sie kne^d, aad iaint-like 



€aft her mrw te haaf en» aad pcavM derentl?.^ 

KingHenrifrfa. 



CotoNEL EvERARD^s departiife et the late konr» for so it 
was tben thougl\t, of seven in the eyening, excifced much 
«pecalation. Tbere was a gathering, of mentais and depen- 
dents in the on ter chamber» or hall, 46t no one donbted that 
liiâ sndden departure was owing to bis baving, as they ex- 
pressed it, *' seeo somethin^,'* and alldeaired to know how a 
man of such acknowledged courage as Everard, looked 
under the awe of the récent apparition. Bat he gare them 
no time to make comments ; for, striding throogh the hall 
wrapt in bis riding-suit, he tbrew himself on borseback, and 
rode furiously tbrough the Chase, towarda the hat of the 
keeper Joliffe. 

It was the disposition of Markham Evèrard to be bot, 
keen, earnest, impatient, and décisive to a degree of precim- 
tation. The acquired habits which educatidi bad HHuglit, 
and which the strong . moral and religions discipline of bip 
sect bad greatly strengtbened, were such as to enable him 
to conceal, as well as to check, this'constitotional violence 
and to place bim upon hisguard agaiostindulging it. Bat 
when tiie high tide of violent excitation, the natuiâ impetu- 
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osiiy of the young 6ol4f«r*ft Umper w«8 sottietimes iit>t (o 
PF^rcofse tbete «rtiàQiiil oWlficlei, and then, Uke a terrât 
foflDMiig overawear* U tecime nior« fiiiioi», asif in »e- 
yeiig^ for the coD8tF|iin^ culia which it hsi beea tbrsoaie 
tîme obliged to assume • In ihese iastaDces he wi» accuttom- 
edtoseeonly tbat poiot to which his thougbto were bent, 
aod to move straight towards it, whether « moral object, or 
the stormÎDg of a breach, vrithout eithér cakalaitilig, or 
even seemiiig to âee« tho dlffîculttes^ which weire before 
him. 

At présent, his niling and impelliag motive was to detatch 
bis beloved coastn, if possible, from the dangeroas and dis- 
creditable machinations in which he suspectée hef to bafe 
cngaged, or, on the other hand, to diacover thaï she really 
had no concérn wilh thèse strati^femsr He snould know how 
to judge of that in some measore, he tbougbt, by findiog her 
présent or absent at the but, towards v^ich he was now 
gallopptng. He had read, îndeedi» In sosie ballad or oun- 
strePs taie, of a stngular déception pi^aetised oo*» jealoas old 
man, by meau^of a subterraneao comoMinicflitionr betweei» his 
hôu&e and that of a neigbboor, which the lady in question 
made use of to présent herself in the two places alternately, 
with such speed, and somuch address,that, afterrepeated ex- 
peiimenls, the dotard' was deceived into the opinion, that his 
wife, and the lady who was so very like her, and to wirom his 
neighbour p»id so ' mtich attention, were two différent per- 
softs. But io the présent oase thère was no room for such 
a deeefrtioii; ihe ^istance^ Was loo great, and a»he took by 
much the neiarest way from theeastle, and rode ftill speed, it 
woukl be impossJFble, he knew. for his cousin, who was timor- 
ous horse-woman even by.tby-Kgbtyto bave got home before 
him. " 

Her fâAer mîght indeed be displeased at his înterièrence \ 
but what title had he to be so ? — Was not Alice Lee the peat* 
relation qÎ his blood, the dearest object of his heaft, and 
would he now abstaio from an effort to save her from the çon- 
sequlhces dTasilly andtvild conspiracy, becausè the old 
Jcnight's spleen mi^t be aw'akeiied by Ëverard^s making his 
4^earafncè at théir présent 'dwelling contraryto hSscom- 
mands? No. Hé woo!d endure the old man's harsh Un- 
xuagc, as he endured the blast of thé automn viikI, wbLcIi 
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was howUng around hkii, aad sifmging the crashîng brsiQjchat 
of tlîe trees under which he pused» bat could aot oppose^^or 
even retard bis joorney. , 

If be foand aot Alice, as be badfeason to beliere sbe would 
be absent, to Sir Heory Lee bimself he woutà ezplaia wbat 
be badwitnessed.. Howeyer, sbemigbt bave becoote acces- 
sory to the jaggliag tricks performed at Woodstock» he could 
Dot but think it was witbout ber fatber^s kao:i¥ledge, so severe 
8^ JQdge was the old nightof female propriety, and so strict ao 
assertor of female décorum. He wooJd take^the same oppor* 
taoity, he tbougbt, of. stating to him the well-grouaded hopes 
be eotertained» that bis dwelUi^attbe Lodge mightbe pro- 
longea, and tbe sequestratora removed from the tùyd man- 
sioo and domains, by otber means than tbose of tbe absard 
speçies of intimidation whkh aeemed to be resorted to, to 
scare t6em from thence« 

AI] tbis seemed to be so mnçh within tbe Une of bis daty 49 
are]ative« that it wat not until he haked at the door of tbe 
rangeras but, and threw hisbridle into Wildrake's band, that 
Everard recoHected the fiery, higb, and onbending character» 
of Sir Henry Lee, And felt, even wben hîs fingers were on 
the latch, a reliictance to intrude bimself upon the présence 
of tbe irritable old knigbt. 

Bat there was no time fer iiesttation. Berâ^, who had 

aiready bayed more than once from within the Lodge, was, 

growing impatient, and Ererardhad bot just time to bid Wild- 

rake hold the borses until he sbould «end Joceline to bis aa- 

EistancCt wben old Joan anpinned the door, tç demand who 

waiwiAoat at that timeof Uie nigbt To bave attempted 

aoythiog like anexpIanatioB with poor dame Joan, woold bave 

been quîte hopeless ; the Colonel, therefore, put ber gently 

aside, aad «abafcing bimself loose from the hold she haà Ma 

on his cloak, entered the kitchea of Jocelioe's dwelliug., 

9e?i8, who had àdvanced to support Joan in ber opposition,. 

hnmbled his lion-port, with that wonderfal instinct which, 

makes bis race remember 90 long tbçae with whom they 

bave Wen familliar, and acknowledged hb. master's ne-, 

latire, bj dping honiafe in his fiishtpn» wiUi his head and 
tail. ^ 

Colonel Ef erard, more uncertain in Mi purpose ererjr. 
moment as the necessity ef its esecution drew nigh| stole 
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over the floor like one who treads in a«ickt;Iiamber, aoJ 
and opentng the door of the interlor appartment witk a tlow 
and tremblinghand, as he would hâve withdrawn the curtaios 
of a dyiog friend, he saw within the scène which we are 
aboat to descrîbe. 

Sir Henry Lee sat in a wîcker arm-dbair by the fire. He 
was wrapped in a cloak, syid his fimbs extended on a stooK as 
if he were daffering from eoat or îndi^osition. His long 
white beard flowlng over the dark-coloured garment, gave 
him more thé appearance of a hçrmit than an aged soldteror 
man of qnality ^ and that character ivas îpcreased by the 
deep and devout attention with which he listenêd to a res- 
pectable old man, whose dilapidated dress showed still some- 
thîng of the clérical habit» and who, with a low, butfuU and 
deép^voîce, was readîng the Bvening Service according to 
the Chnrch of t'ngfand. A!îc<* Lee kneeled at the i^et of 
her fûther, and made the reisponses with a voice that migbt 
hâve sutted the choir of angels ; and a modest and serious 
dévotion wbich suited the melody of her tone. The face 
of the offîciâting clergyman would bave been good looking, 
had it not been disâgared with a black patch which cover- 
ed'the left eye and a part of bis face; and had not the features 
which were visible been marked with the traces of care and 
snffi^ripg. 

When Colonel Everard entered, thé clergyman paised his 
ingér, as cautioning him to forbear distnrbing the' divine ser- 
vice of'the evening, ând pointed to a seat ; to which, strnck 
déeply with the scené he had witnetised, the intruder stole 
with as light a step as possible, and knelt devoatly dowa,as 
ône of the little congrégation. , 

Cverar(^bad been bred by his father what was called a 
Porjtan \ a mémber of a sect, who, in the primitive sensé of 
](iié Word, were persons that did not ejscept against the doc- 
(pines of thé Charch ôf £nglan4, or even in olber respects 
àgainst its hierarcby, bnt tht^y dissented from it on thé «ub* 
jëct of certain céremonteé, habits, and forms of ritual, whicif 
^erë insist'ed upoaby the celebrated and unfortutiate L^ud, 
lyith ill-timéd tenacity. But evén if, from the habits of bis 
Mher's hoQse,^Verard*s opinions had bean diametsicàllj 
•pposed to the doctrines of the finglish Churcb^ he màtt 
VdkVe been recôndiëd to tbem by the regularity (irith which 
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the serrice was pesiôrmed m his «ncle's famifjr ai Wood- 
stock, who, durii^ the blossom of his fortunes, generally 
had a dbaplai» residing in the Lodge for that spécial par- 
pose. . . , : 

Yet deep as viras the habituai veoeratio» with wbich he 
beard the impressiva service of th»Chur6h, Everard's e§4fif 
could not help strayiog tonranrds Alice, and his tboughtë waa- 
deriog to the purpose of his preseoee there» She sienied « 
to hâve recogaised bim at once, fer there was a dei^per glow 
than usual upon her cheek, her lîogers tr«Ribled as thej tum- 
ed the leàves of her prayer-book, and her voicê, lately m, 
firm as it was melodious, faltered when she repeated the re- 
spanses. It appeared to Everar^, as far as he conid coHéct " 
by the stolen glaaces wbich he^ directèd towards her, that' 
the character of her beaoty, as well as of her oQtvr atd ap*> 
pearaiK:e, had changèd with her ^clunes. ' 

The beautiful and high-boni yoong lady had noir ap<- 
proacbed as nearly as possible to th^ browa stoff dress m 
an ordinary village maiden ; hutwhat she bad losi in gaiefy 
of appearance^ she had gained as it^eemed in dignky. Hèr 
bjeautifol ligbt-brown tresses, nôw folded around her head, 
and only curied where natures had so avran/sed them, gave. 
an air of sioipiicity, wbich did not exist when her béad dresa 
showed the skill of a curious tirewoman. A light joyomi air^ 
with somcthing of a humoron^-expression, which seeœed to 
be Jooking for amasement, had vanished befoae tfke touch of 
affliction» and a cakb melaacholy sttpplieif its place, wbiçb 
seemed on the watch to administer comfort to others. Per* 
hapa the former arch^ thoogh inooeent expression of coun- 
tenance» was upperœostinher lover'sTecoHectioD^ whenhe 
conchided that Alice had acted ' a part in the d]]gtarbaBeea 
wbicli bad laken place at the Lodge. It ts*eertàtft, thaï 
when he now looked upon her, it was with shame for Imv* 
ing nourished such a suspicien^ and .the resohiëob tobelfere 
ratlier that the dèvil had imitated her voicé, tban that4hè 
créature, who seemed so much above the ^eelbgs of thîa 
world, and eo nearly allied to the parily ef'the next, shooiâ 
hâve had the indeltoacy to mingle in such manœuvres as bé 
hiiBsalfaflad others hadbeenisubjepîedio. 

* Thèse tbougbta shot thraagh his mindi in spîta of ibe 
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propriety of indulging them at such a aiomenf . The ser- 
vice now approached the cfaise ; and a good deal to Colonel 
Eferard*s surprise as well as confusion, the officiating; 
priest, in firm and audible tone, and with every attribute 
of dignity, pî^«d to fbe Almightj to Mess and préserve 
«««Qor Sorereign Lord, Ktng Charles, the tawftil and un- 
doubted King^ of thèse reiums." The pétition (in tfaose 
days oiMt dangerous^ was pronouuced with a full, raised, 
and distinct articulation, as If the priest challenged ail wfao 
. heard him to dissent if they dared. If the republioan of- 
fiier dîd not assent to the pelitiotf^ he thought at leastit was 
no time to protesr against it 

The service was conehided in the usual oianner, and the 
little congrégation arose. It now inclnded Wlidraké, who 
had entered difting the later prayer, and was the first of the 
partT to speak, ninoing up to the priest, and shaking hhn by 
the hand most heftrttly, swearing at the same time, that he 
trély rejoieed to see him. The good ciergyman retumed 
the i^essnrf with a smile, obserring he should bave believed 
his asseverktion wtthout an oath. In the meanwhile, Colo* 
nel Ererard approached his iincle's seat^ made a deep incli- 
nation of respect, first to Sir Henry Lee, and then to Alice, 
whose cplour now spread ùom her cheek to her brow and 
bosoœ; 

<* I hâve to erave yoor excuse," said the Colonel with hési- 
tation, ** fof baving chosen for my vîsit, which I dare not 
hope would be very agreeable al any thne, a season most' 
particolarly unsuitabie." 

** Se fiir from it, nephew,** answered Six* Henry, with 
innch more mttdness of manner tfann Everard had dared to 
oqpect, ** that your viaiti at other times would be mach 
aore welcome« hed w« 4te fortune to see you often at our 
hours of worship.*' 

«< I hope the time wiH soon corne, str, when Englishmen 
of aU sects and dénominations,*' repïied Everard; <* wîll be 
free in conscience to worsbip in common the great Fatber, 
wbom tbey ail after Hiév manàer call by that afectionâte 



*' I hooe 80 too, nephewi** taid the oM man in die s«Qie 
usdleMd totte ; ** and we wiU oot at p r é sent dispute, whe* 
iher yoQ wouM keVe flic Cborch of fingland codesce with 
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the ConT eskticle, or the CoovBBtBcle cc»rarvi, to A» Cbivdi. 
U was, I ween, not to settle jarriog cFeeik^that yovk hasve* 
]|CMi0ored our foor ^freDing, wi^re, to say tbe imâi, we 
darei «carce hav# ei^peded to ^e joii agaia« .to CDoste wfiff 
oar last welcomi^/' 

*\ 1 ghould be hs#|»7 to belieTa*^' saîd Colonel Evûntif 
hesitatipg» ^'that-^hat-^mahojptniy preseaca was «ot now . 
so aDfrelcoDie here.as on thaï occasioB." 

** Nephew," said Sir Heary, *' 1 wîU be frank wtth yoK« 
Wben joo were last base, I thougbt y0a bad atole^ irom me 
a |»recioa8 pearU wfaich at oae iivm tt «rould bave be^ my 
pride and bapipùiess tp liave bastowed on yoii: ^bot whicb» 
beiogaucb aa y^Ki hasi^e beau ^ bte» f>ou)a bury in tbe 
depd^a of tbe earth ratber tban gi?e to your keapfog. Thin . 
aofioewbat cbafed, as host&si Will «aya^ * tbe rasb bovioar 
wbich mj motba^r gave me.' 1 tbougbt I wâa robbed, and I 
thoQght I saw tbe robber before tne. l am iaîaÊakeiH<-I am 
not robbed; and tbe attempt witbant tbe deed I oaii pardon*" 

*' 1 woqld not willioi^y aeèk offence ia your words, sir," 
said Coioncl ËTerard» ' wben tbeir gênerai parpoit saunds 
kind ; b^t I can protest bafore H^avw, tbat asy Tiews mi 
wishes towards you and your iaœily are as roid of selfisb 
bopes and selfisb ends, as they ajre fraogbt witb love to yoa 
and la yoors.^ 

**Let «s hear tbeniy man ; we are not macb aecastemeà 
ta good wisbes now-a<>ds^i and tbeir yery rarity wiU naake 
tb^ welcoine " , , 

«« I would wilUagly, Sir Henry, ûace you migiit not cboosè 
me te give you a more afiéptionale name, conrert those 
wisbes into soipetbing effectuai for your comfort 'Youv 
fate, as tbe world now atands, is badi and I fear^ bke to be 
worse* 

<* Worse tban I eiqpect ît cannot be. Nc»bew^ l do not 
sbrink before my cbange of iferinnes» I Aall wear coaraer 
clothes, — I shall feed on more ordimiry lbod«— Hosen will not ' 
do£f their cap to me as tbey were woot, wben^l was tbe great 
and tbe weadtby. Wbat of tbst? Oid Harry Lee loveid bis 
bononr bettar Uian bis title, bis fattb belter than bis laod aiid 
lordsbip. Hâve I not aeea tbe 3(Mi of Jaauary ? I tun nei- 
tber Philo-matb nor astrologer : but oîd Wiil teacfaesme» 
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that wlieB gNteb Iflvret M wîntcr in tt hukàt âaâ Ihat ê»l- 
neet mit come wheii tliesuB sets.'' 

"B«tkiiik jroa, sir/* âaid colooel Evemd, ««If; widiiNit 
any rabmiiMn ittked, ttiy ottth tak^i a«y engagement im- 
posée, c g pr ees or tacit, eiceptiog that yoa are not lo excite 
4UstotiMiiiees ia tli« paUlc peace, yov can be restored to 
yoar résidence in the Lodge» and yonr naoal fortunes and 
perqnkttes there — I bave great reaM>n to hope tfais may be 
permitted, if net expressly, at least on sufferance. 

** Yes, I nnderstand you» I am to be treated like the roy- 
él coin, raarked with tbe ensign of the Rampto make it pass 
carrent, ai^oagh l am too oki to bave Ûte royaP tnsignia 
grinded off from me ? Kinseun, I wilt bare none of Ods. I 
bave lived at the lodgë too long ; and let me tell yod, I had 
left it io Bcorn kmg sioce, bot for Uie orden of one whom I 
may yet live to do serrice to. I wîil take nothiog fiom the 
nsurpers, i>e tfaeir name Romp or Cromwell— ^be they one 
devâ or légion— I will aot také frosa tfaem an old cap to corer 
my grey hatr»— a eaiït cloak to prdtect my fruit limbe from 
the cold. They shall not say tbey hâve by their nnwillîng 
bounty, made Abraham ricb— l 'will Hve, as I will die, the 
Loyal Lee." * 

'< May I hope yon will tbiak of it, sir ; and that yon will, 
perhaps» coasidenng whatsKght snbmission b askèd, give me 
a better anawer ?'* 

'^Sir, if I retract my opinion, which is not my wont, yon 
shall hear of it. — ^Aad now, cousin, bave you moreio say? 
We keep tbgt worthy cterô^man in the enter room.'* 

*' Somethiog I had to say — something tonching my cousin 
Alice,*' aaid Ëverard, wilh embarrassment ; but l fear thet 
the prefodices of both are so stx^sog against me- — " 

" Sir, 1 dare turn my daoghter loose to you — I witf go joîn 
the gôod doctor in dame Joan's apartment. 1 am not nnwil- 
ling that you sbonld kaew Ihat the girl h^, in M réasonable 
sort, the exereiae of her free wili." • 
, He withdreaR, and left the cousios together. 

Colonel Ëverard advanced to Alice, aod wm abeiit to take 
hv bud. She drew back, took the seat which her fatfier 
had occupied, and pointed ont to him one at aome dis- 
tance. 

/' Are we then so mueh esti^anged, my dearest AUcfW he 
said« ' 
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« We mil speik of ihai preseiitly," thé refriicd. '' lo the 
ûat place let ne ask you tbe cawe of jour visât hore aI so 
late an hoiir. 

*' Tou heard," aaid Evenurd, ** what I stated to your fa- 
tlier/' 

** Idài; bot that aeeni to hâve beau only part of yoar er- 
rand-— «oMnatbing there seemed to be whicb applied paiiicu- 
lariy to me." 

^^It.waaa fahcj-^a ttrange mistake," answered Everard. 
" May 1 ask i(yqa bave beea abread tbw ef^nkig ?" 

'* Ceftainly'not,'' she replied. **I bare emaU templeiîott 
to wander fpooi my pieseat borne, poer aa it m ; aod wbikt 
bene, I bare important 4i«ties todiscbai;^. BiHirhydoea 
Coloiiel Ererard ask so «traite a^qoestioD ?^* ' 

** Tell me in toro, wby yoor cousin Markbam bas lost tbe 
fiaine^ of friendabip and kindred* and even of some nearer 
feeliog, and then 1 will answer yoo« Abce. 

. "it js soQ»answered," sbe aaid. ".Wben yoa drew yoar 
sword i|gaîo<(t mj iàtber's cause***almo9t ^;aînst bis persôn— 
1 8tiidied.)inore tban I sboald bave dooe, to ând excuse for 
yoa. I knew, tbat is, I tbooi^bt I knew joar bigb feelings 
of public dotj-^1 knew tbe opinions in wbiab you bara been 
bred up; and I said, 1 will not, ev^ for tbis cast bim off— « 
he opposes bis Ring because be is loyal to bis country. 
You endeavoured to avert tbegreat and conchidingfragedy 
of tbe 30th ofJanuary ; and it confirmed me in my opinion, 
that Markbam Everard migbt be misled ; but coqld oot be - 
base or selfisb." 

*< And wbat bas cbanged yonr opinion, Alice ? or wbo 
dare,'' said Everard, reddening, *^ attacb SMcb epitbets to tbe 
aame of Markbam Evrard ?" 

**I amno.subject," sbe said, "for exercismg pour Tal- 
our, Colonel Everard, nor do I n^ean to offend. But yoa . 
will find enoogb of Dtbers wbo will avow, tbat Colonel EVe- 
rard is tmckling 16 tbe usurper Cromweli, and tbat ail bis 
fair prétest of forwarding bis countrj's liberties, are but 
a screen for driving a bargain ^itb a succesaful eoeroaeb- 
er, and oblainittg tbe beat terms be cao for bimself and bis 

family-" » 

•• For myself— Never !" 

" But for your iamily toii bave — ^Tes, I am well assqr- 
ed tbal 7^0 bave ppinted ont to tbe luiîtaqr tyrant» ti^e 
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#fiy hl vnhïeh %« «ml hk flatreps niay mattef tbe gévern- 
mctot. Do J<^ tifiûk mjr fMier or I wottld Meejft an asy- 
lum parehaeed at the price of Eli^^land's Hberty and your 
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«* Gracions Heaven, Alice, wfaat is tbis? yon aCbitte 
me of paratiiiig the very course ^hkh te lately ted yoiir 
approbation?" 

«* When von spoke witb aa^ority of your father, aftd re* 
commended onr Bobmifftton to the exiatrag goTeranenf^ snob 
as it was, I ewn I tfaoogbt— ^tbat lAy fàthers gn^Jf head iiii|:ht 
Withoot dtihoBoor, haTe remained amler the roof where it 
bàd 80 long: been sbeltered. Bot did yont father «MinctîoD 
yonr beedtninc the edmer of yonder ambttiâiin toldier to a 
new course of innovation, anÉ his àbettor in the estabtîsbment 
of a new spectes of tyranny ?— -4t is one tfaing to-anbniit to 
oppression, another to be tbe agents of tyrants — And O, 
Markhaoi— their blood-hound V* ^ 

** HÀw 1 blood-hound ? — ^what mean you ?— I <^n it îs true 
I could see wîth content the wounds of tbis bleediag country 
fitanched, even at the expense of beholding CrotnWefl, after 
his matchless rise, take a yet fiither step to power*— 4>ut to* 
be his blood-hound ? Wbat is your meaning ?" 

** It is false then ? — I thotigbt I coilid swear tt had been 
. false,', 

" What, in the nsime of Ood, is it you ask. 

** It is false thaf yoa are ei^aged to betray the youi^ King 
ofScotland!" 

"Betray him! I betray him, or any fugitive? Never! 
I woold he were well ont of England— I would lead 
him my aid to escape, were he in tbe bouÉeat thîs in- 
stant ; and think I did his enemies good service, by prevent- 
ing their soiling thenrselves witfa his blood — ^but betray him 
never!" 

*• I knew ît— I was sure itwas impossible. Ôh, be yet 
^orc hooest; disgage yourself from yonder gloougr and 
ambitious soldîer? Shun him aàd his schemês, which 
are formed in injustice, and.ean only be realized in vet more 
blood," *^ 

" Beliéve me," replfei Everard, <« that I choose the ine 
of policy , best befitting the timea." 

*«Choosé that," she said, «which best befits èatr, 
Markbam— which best befits truth and honour. Do 
your du^, and let Providtiwe décide the rest 
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Fcrewell l wè tempt m^ iàther's pa|^ence too far — ^you know 
his temper — fareweU, Markham.'^ 

She extended her haiid, wbich be pressed to his lips, and 
lefl tlie apartmeût. A sileDt bow to his uncle, and a sigD to 
Wtldrake, whom he found in the kitchen of the cabin, were 
the ooly tokens of récognition exhibited, and leaving the but, 
he wafl soon mounted, aod, with his companioQ, advanced on his 
retorn to the Lodge. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Deeds are done on earth, 
Which hnve their punishment ère the earth closes 
Upon the perpetrators. Be it the working 
. or the remorse-stirr'd fancy, or the visioD, 
Distinct and real, of unearthly beiug, 
AH ag;es wttness, that beaide the couch 
Of the fell homicide ofl stalks the ghost 
Of him he siew, and shows the shadowy wound. 

OU Play. 

EvERARD had come to Joceline's Lodge as fast as hor e coxild 
bear him» and with^the same impetuosity of purpose as of 
speed. He saw no choice in the course to be pursued, and 
felt in his own imagination, the strongest right to direct, and 
even reprove, his cousin, beloved as she was, on account of 
the dangerous machinations with which she appeared to hâve 
connected herself. He returned slowly, and in a very différ- 
ent mood. 

Not only had Alice, prudent as beautiful, appeared com- 
pletely free from the weakness of conduct which seemed to 
give him some authority over her, but her views ôf policy, if 
less practicable, were so much more direct and noble than his 
own, as led him to question whether he had not compromised 
hiraself too rashly with Cromwell, eren although the state of 
the country was so greatly divided and torn by faction, that 
the promotion of the General to the possession of the execu- 
tive government, seemed the only «hance of escaping a re- 
newal of the Civil War. The more exalted and purcr senti- 
ments of Alicfe lowered him in his own eyes ; and though un- 
shaken in his opinion, that it were befter the vessel shouldlw 
steered by a pil'ot having no good title to the office, (han that 
she should run upon the breakers, he felt that he was nx>t 

Vol. I O . 
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espousÎDg the most direct, manljr, anq disinterested side.of the 
question. 

As he rode on, immersed in thèse unpleasant contempIatioDs, 
and considerably lessened in his own esteem by what had hap- 
penecf, Wildrake, who rode by bis side, and was no friend to 
long silence, began to enter into conversation. ** I bave been 
thinking, Mark," said he, *' that if yoo and I had been called 
to the bar— as, by thé by , bas been in danger of happening to 
me in more sensés than one — 1 say, had we become^ barristers, 
I woald bave had the better oiied toogoe of the two — the 
fairer art of persuasion." 

*< Perhaps so," replied Ererard, ** though I ne ver heard 
thee use any, save to indoce an usurer to Içnd thee money, or 
a taverner to abate a reckoning." * 

*^ And yet this day, or rather aight, I could hâve, as I tbink, 
made a conqaest which baffled you." 

*< Indeed ?*' said the Colonel, becoming attentive. 

«( Why, look yoa,'* said Wildrake, ** it was a main object 
with y ou to induce Mistress Alice Lee — by beaven, she is an 
exquisite créature-—! approve of your tasté, Mark-— 1 say, you 
desired to persuade her, and the stout old Trojan, her àther, 
to consent and retum to the Lodge, and lîve there quietly, and 
under connivance, like eentlefolk, instead of lodging in a but 
hardly fit to harbour a Tom of Bedlam.'* 

^< Thou artright ; sucb, indeed, was a great part of my ob- 
ject in this visit," answered Evera^d. 

*< But, perhaps, you also expected to visit there yourself, 
and 80 keep a watch over pretty Mistress Lee— eh ?" 

** I ne ver entertained so selfîsh a thoaght," said Everard ; 
<< and il* this nocturnal disturbance at the mansion wcre ex- 
plained and ended, I would instantly take my departure." 
, ** Your friend, Noll, would expect something more from 
you,*' said Wildrake ; " he would expect, in case the knight's 
réputation for loyalty shoold draw any of onr poor exiles and 
wanderers about the Lodge, that you should be on the watch, 
and ready to snpp them. In a word, a<i far as I can understand 
his long-winded speeches, he would bave Woodstock a trap, 
your uncle and his pretty daughter the bait of toasted cheese, 
craving your Cbloe's pardon for the comparison — ^you the 
spring^fall which should bar their escape — bis Lordship him- 
self being the great grimalkin to whom they are to be given 
over to be devoured." 

'* Dared Cromwell menlion this to thee in express terins ?" 
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said Everardy pulling up his hoise, and stopptDg in the midst of 
the Foad. 

** Nay, not în express terms, which I do not belieire he ever 
osed in his life, you might as well expect a dninken man to go 
stratght ; but he' însinuated as much to me, and indicated tbat 
you might deserve well of him— Gatzo — tbe d^mnable propo- 
sai sticks in ray throat — by betraying our noble and rightful 
King, (bere he pqlled off his bat,) whpmGod grant in health 
and wealth long to reign, as the worthy cler^man says, thoagh 
1 fear jnst now his Majesty is both sick and sorry, and nèver 
a penny in his pouch to boot." 

'' Tbis tallies with wbat Alice hinted»" said E^erard ; *' but 
ho\¥ could she know it ? didst thou give her any hint of sucb 
athing-?" 

*•!?*' replied the cavalier, ** I, who ne ver sawjMistress 
Alice in my life, till to-night, and Ûien only for an instant — 
zooks, man, how istbat possible ?^' « 

*' True,'^ replied Everard, and s^^^ed lost in thôugbt. At 
leDgth he spoke :* *' 1 shpuld callCromwell to accouût for his 
bad opinion of me ; for even though not seriously expressed, 
bat, as I am convinced it was, with the sole.view of proving 
you, and p^rhaps myïïelf, it was, nèyertheless, a misconstrnc- 
Uop to be resented*" 

" ni carry a cartel for you, with ail my heart and soûl,'* 
said Wildrake, '< and tum out with bis godlioess's second with 
as good will as I ever Jrank a glass of sack.'** 

•• Pshaw," replied Everard, *' those in his high place fight 
Qo singular combats. But, tell me, Roger Wildrak^e, didst thou 
thyself think me capable of the falsehood and treachery im- 
plied in such a message.'* 

" I ?" exclaimed Wildrake. " Markham Everard, you bave 
been œy early friend, my constant benefactor. When Col- 
chester was reduced, you saved me from the gftllows, and 
since that thou hast twenty times saved me from starving. But, 
by heaven, if I thought you capable of such villainy as your 
General recomolended — by yonder blue sky, and ail the works 
of création which it bends over, l would stab ypu with my 
ownhand." 

** Death," replied Everard, ** I should indeed deserve, but 
not from you, parhaps ; but, fortu'nately, 1 cannot, if I would, 
beguiUy of the treachery yôu would punish. Koow that I had 
tbis day secret notice, and from Cromwell himself, that the 
young man bas escapçd by sea from Bristol." 

^* ^ow, Qod Algpiighty be blessed, who protected him throw*' 
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âo manj dangers ;'* exclaimed Wildrake. Hazza! Up hearb, 
cavaliers ! Hey for cayaliers ! God bless King Charles ! Mood 
aod stars, catch my hat!'^ and he threw it ap as high as he 
could ÎD the air. The celestial bodies whîch he ÎDVoked did 
not reccive the présent dispatched -to them ; bat, as in the 
case of Sir Henry Lee*s scabbard, an old^gnarled oak became 
a second tîme the réceptacle of a wdif and stray of loyal en- 
thusîasm. Wildrake looked rather fooHsh at the circnoistance, 
and his friend took the opportunity of admonishtng htm. 

'* Art thon not ashamed to bear thee so like a school-boy V^ 

" Why," said Wildrake, '* 1 hâve but sent a Puritan^s bat 
upon a loyal errand, 1 laugh to thiok how manyof the school- 
boys thou tulksH of wiil be cheated into climbing the pollard 
nextyear, czpecting to find-thie nest of some unknown bird in 
yonder iinmeasured margin of felt." 

*' Hush now, for God's sake, and let us speak calmly,^' said 
Cverard. *' Charles bas escaped, and 1 an) glad of it. I would 
williqgly bave seen himin his father's throne by composition, 
but not by the force of the Scottish arn^, 'and the incensed 
and revengeful royalists " 

" Master MarkhamEvei^^rd/^began t}ie cavalier, intermpt- 
ing him— 

*' Nay, hush, dear Wildrake," said Everard ; ** let us not 
dispute a point on which we cannot agrée, and give me leave 
to go on*. I say, since the young man bas escaped, CromiveU'i 
offensive and injurions stipulation falls to the grounii ; and I 
see not why my uncle and his family shoold lîot agatn enter 
their own house under the same terms of connivance as many 
other royalists. Wbat may be incombent on me is différent, 
nor can 1 détermine my course until 1 bave an interview witb 
the General, which, as i think, will end in his confessing that 
he threw ici this offensive proposai to sound us botb, It is 
much in hîs manner ; for he is blunt, and never sees or feels 
the punctilioushonour which the gallants of the day stretch to 
such delicacy." 

*^ Vïl acquit him for having any punctiiio about him," said 
Wildrake, '* either touching honour or honesty. Now, to come 
back to where we started. Supposing you were not to réside 
in person nt the Lodge, and to forbear even visiting there un- 
Icss on invitation, when 8uch a thing can be brought about. I 
tell you frankly, 1 think your uncle and his daughter might be 
inducéd to come back to the Lodge, and réside there as usual. 
At Jéast the clergyman, that worthy old cock, gave me to hope 
as much." 



*^ He had been basty îq beBtowing hiè confidence»'* said 
Everard. * 

<' True," veplied Wildrake, **he confided in me at once» 
for he instantly saw my regard fôr the çfaarch. I ihwak hea-< 
yen that 1 never passed a clérgymaQ in canonicals w ithont puU- 
ing my hat off ; (and thou knoif eet, the mo9t desperatè duel I 
ever fought was with young Gray less of the laner Temple, for 
takiog the wali of the Révérend Dr. Bunce.) Ah, l can gain 
a chaplain's ear instantly. Gadzooks, they know whom tfaey 
hâve to tmst to in such a one as 1." 

'* Dost thon think then,'^ said Colonel Everard. '' or rather 
^oes this clergyman tbink, that if they were secure^of intru- 
sion from me, the famiiy wouid retum to the Lodge,.gappo8ing 
the intradingCommissioners gone, and this noctumal distur^ 
bance explained and ended ?" 

" The old Knight," aoswered Wildrake, ** may be wronght 
npon by the Doctoc toretnrn, if-he issecaiè against intrusion. 
As for disturbances, thé stout old boy, so far as I can learn in 
two minutes conversation, laughs at ail thi» tui*moil as the work 
of mère imagination, the conséquence of the remprse of their 
own evil consciences ; and 8ay« that goblin or devil was nerer 
heard at Woodstock, nntil it became the résidence of suchmen 
as they, who hâve now usurped the possession." 

'< There is more than imagination in it," said Everard. '* I 
hâve Personal reason to know there is some conspiracy carry* 
ing on, to render the house untenantable by the Commission- 
ers. I acquit my uncle of accession to such a silly trick ; but 
I muet see it ended ère I can agrée to bis and my cousines re- 
siding where such a coofederacy exista ; for they are likely to 
be considered as the contrivers of such pranks, be the actual 
agent who he may." 

" With révérence to your better acquaintance with the gen* 
tleman, Everard, I shouid rather suspect the old father of 
Paritans (I beg y pur pardon again^ bas something toxlo-with 
the business ; and if iso, Lucifer wiil never look near the trae 
old Knight^s bèard, nor abide a glance of yonder maidei)'s 
innocent blue eyes. I will uphold them as safe as pure gold 
in a miser 's chest." 

<* Sawest thou aught thyself, which makes thee think thus ?" 

'* Not a quill of the dcvil's binion saw»I," replied Wildrake. 
'< He supposes himself tao secure of an old cavalier, who 
must steal, hang, or drown in the long run, so he gives him« 
self no trouble to look after the assured booty. But I heard 
the servin^'fellows prate of what they had seen and heard j 
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and thûogh their taies were confosed enough» yet if tbere was 
9]ay truth amoog them at ail 1 ahoald saj the devil mqst /lave 
been in the dance. — Bat, hollo ! bere cornes some one upon 
ut.— Stand, friend — twho art thou ?" 

<< A poor day-laboorer in the great work of EoglaDd— Joseph 
Tpm pkins by name — Secretary to a godiy aod weIl<endowed 
leader in this poor Christian army of England, called General 
Harrison." 

'^What news, Master Tompkins V* saîd Everard ; '* and 
why are yon on the road at this late hour ?' • \ 

. '' I speak to the worthy Colonel Everard, as I jadge," said 
Tomkitts ; ** and tmly 1 am glad of meeting yoar hononr. — 
{ieaven knows, 1 need such assistance as yours. — O worthy 
master Everard ! — Hère has been a sounding of trompeta, and 
a breakmg of vials, and a pouring fortb, and " 

** Pritheè tell me, in brief, wbat is the matter — ^where is 
thy master — and, in a word, what has happeoed f ' 

** My master is close by, paradiog it în the little meadow, 
beside tbe hugeoas oak, which is called by the name of the 
late Man ; ride bat two steps forward, and y on may see bioi 
walkiog swiftly to and fro adyancing ail the while tbe riaked 
weapon." 

Upon proceedlng as directed, but with as little noise as 
possible, they descried a man, whom of course they concluded 
mnst be HarrisoD» walking to and fro beneath the King's Oak, 
as a sentinel uoder arma, but with more wildness of demean- 
our. The tramp of the horaes did not escape his ear ; and 
they heard him call oot, as if at the head of .the brigade 
— ** Lower pikes agaiost cavalry! — Hère cornes Prince Ru- 
pert — Stand fast, and yon shall tnm them aside, as a huit 
would toss a cur-dog.— Lower your pikes still, my hearts, tbe 
end secnred against yonr foot — down on your right knee, front 
ranfc— -spare not for the ispoiling of your blue aprons. — Ha — 
'Zerobabel— ay, that is tbe word." 

*< In tbe name of Heaven, about whom or what is be tatk- 
ing ?" said Everard ; ** wherefore does he go about with bis 
weapon drawn ?" 

" Trnly, sir, wh^n aught disturbs my master General Har- 
rison, he is something rapt in the spirit, and conçoives that he 
is commanding a reserve of pikes at the great battle of Ar- 
mageddon--«nd for bis weapon, alack, worthy sir, wherefore 
should he keep Sheâeld steel in calves' leather, when tbere 
are fiends to be combated-— incarnate fiends on eartb ?" 

<' This is intolérable," said Everard. << Listen tô nie Tomp- 
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kins. Thoa art not «now in tbe palpit, and I désire' none of 
thy preaching langûage, I know thou canst speak intelligiblj 
when thou art so roinded. Remember, I may «erve or harm 
tbee; and as you bope orfear anything on my part, answer 
straight-forti-ard — What bas happened to drive out tby master 
to the wild wood at tbis time of nigbt ?" 

"Forsooth, worthy aud honoured sir, I wi II speak with the 
précision I naay. True it is, and of verity, that the breatb of 
nîan, whtcb is in bis nostrils, goetb fortb and returneth '* 

" Hark you, sir,'* said Colonel Everard, **take care wbere 
you ramble in. your correspondence with nae. You bave 
heard bowat the great battle of Dunbar in Scotland, the Gene- 
ral bimselfbeld a pistol to the head of Lieutenant Hewcreed, 
threateningto shoot him throngb the brain if be did not give 
iip holding fbrth, and put bis squadrou in Une to the front. 
Take care, sir." 

*' Verily, lfc« lieutenant then charged with an even and un- 
broken order," said Tompkins " and bore a thousand plaids 
and bonnets over the beacb before him into the sea. Neither 
shall I pretermit 6r postpone your honour's commands, but 
speedily obey thetn, and that without delay." 

** Go to, fellow ; thou knowest what I would bave," said 
Everard ; '* speak at once — I kno^ thou canst if thou wilt. 
Trusty Tompkins is better known than he thinksfor." 

" Worthy sir," said Tompkins, in a much less periphrastîc 
«tyle, " I will obey your worship as fàr as the spirit will per- 
mit. Truly, it was not an bour since, when my worshipfui 
master being at table with Master Bibbet and niyself, not to 
mention the worshipfui Mastéi* Bletson and Colonel Des- 
boroiigh, and behold there was a violent knocking at thé gâte, 
as of one in haste. ^ Now, of a certâinty, so much had our 
household been barassed with witches and spirits, and other 
objects of Sound and sight, tbat the sentinels coold not be 
brought to abide upon their posts witJbout doors, and it was 
only by provision of beef and strong liquors that we wére 
able to maintain a guard of three men in the hall, wb6,n€ver- 
theless ventured not to open the door, le«t they should be sur* 
prised with some of the goblins wherewith their imaginations 
were overwhelmed. And they heard thé knocking, which 
increased until it seemed that the door was well nigh about to 
bebeaten down. Worthy Master Bibbet was a little over- 
come with liquor, (as is hisiàshion, good man, about tbis time 
of the evening,) not that be is in the least given to ebriety, but 
«imply, that sincethe Scottish campaign be hatb had a perpe<> 
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tuai agae, which oUiges him so to nourish bis trame agaiDât 
the damps of the night ; wherefore, as it is wèll koovro to 
your honour tfaat I discharge the office of a faithfiil aenraot as 
well to Major General -HarrisoD, and the ether Commiasioiiers, 
as to my jast and lawful master. Colonel Desborough— " 
. ** 1 knovr ail that. — And now that thon art trasted by both, 
I pray to Hearen thou may^st merit the trust," said Colonel 
Ëverard. 

**And deroutlydo I pray»" said Tompktns, "that yonif 
worshipfal prayers may be answered witb favour ; for ccr- 
tainly to be, and to be* called and entitled, Honest Joe, and 
Trasty Tompkins, is to me more tban ever would be aa £ari's 
title, were such things to be gTanted an.ew in this regenerated 
gOTernment." 

** Well, go on — go on — or if thon dalliest mnch longer, I wîH 
make bold to dispute the article of your honesty. i like ébort 
taies, sir, and doubt what is told witb a long unneflftssarry train 
of words." 

<* Well good sir, be not basty. As I said before, the doors 
rattted till you would haveHhought the knocking was reiterated 
in every room of the Palace. The bell rang out for company, 
though we could not find out that any one toUed the clapper/ 
• and the guards let off their firelocks, merely because they 
knew not what better to do. So Master Bibbet being^ as I 
said, unsusceptible of bis duty, I went down witb my poor 
rapier to the door, and demanded who was there ; and I was 
answered in a voice, which, 1 must say, was much like ano- 
ther voice, that it was wanting Major-Général Harrison* So 
as it was then late, 1 answered mildly, that General Harri- 
son was betaking hiraself to bis reat, and that aay^ who wished 
to speak to him must retani oo the morrow morning, for that 
afier nightfall the door of the Palace, being in tbe room of a 
garrison, would be opened to no one. So the yoice replied, 
an^ bid me open direotly, without which he would blow the 
folding leares of the door into the middle of the hall. And 
therewithal the noise recommenced, that we thoughtthe bouse 
would hare fallen ; and I was in some measure constrained to 
open the door, eveù like a besieged garrison which can bold 
out no longer." 

*< Ry my honour, and it was stoutly done of you I must 
say," said Wildrake, who had been listening with much inte^ 
rest " I am a bold dare-devil enough, yet wben I had two 
inches of oak plank between the actual fiend and me, bang him 
tb»t would demolish the barrier between us^ say I*««I would 
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as soon when abcardi bore a hole in the ship, and let in thè 

wayea ; for you koow we alwajs compare the devil to the 
deep sea." 

" Pr'ythee, peace, Wildrake/' said Ererard, ♦* and let him 
on with his; histoty. — WeW, and what saw'st thou when the 
door was opened ?— the great Devil with hîs horns and claws 
thoa yilt say, no doubt." 

" No, sir, I will say nothing but what is true: When I on- 
did the door, one man stood there, and he, to seeming, a man 
of no extraordinary appearance. He was wrapped in a taffety 
cloak, of a scarlet colour, and with a red lining. He seemed 
as if he oiight hâve been in his time a very handsiomf man, 
but there was something of paleness and sorrow in his face — 
a long love-lock and long haïr he wore, even after th|9 abomi- 
nation of the cavaliers, and the uuloveliness, as learned 
Master Prvnr^e well termed it, of love looks — a jewel in his 
eiiT — ^a blue scarf over his shoulder, like a military commander 
for the Kifig, and a hat with a white plume, bearing a peculiar 
hat-band.'V 

*' Some unhappy offlcef of cavaliers, of whom so many are 
in hiding, or seeking sheltcr through the country," briefly 
replied Ëverard. 

** True, worthy sir — right as a judicious exposition. But 
tbere was something about this man (if he Wa* a man) whom 
I, for one, could not l«ok upon withont trembling ; nor the 
masketeers who were in the bail, without betraying much 
alarai, and swailowing, as they themselves will aver, the very 
bullets which they had in their mouths for loading their cara- 
bines and' muskets. Nay, the woif and deer-dogs, that are 
the fîercest of their kind. fled from this visitor, and crept into 
holes and corners, moaniog and wailing in a low and broken 
tone. He came into the middle of the hall, and still he seem- 
ed nô more than an ordinary man, only somewhat fantastically 
dressed, in a doublet of black velvet ptnked upon scarlet satin 
under his cloak, a jewel in his ear, with large roses in his 
shoef, and a kerchief in his hand, which he someiîmes pressed 
against his lefl side/' 

" Gracious Heaven !" said Wildrake, coming close up to 
Everard, and whispering in his ear, with accents which terror , 
rendered tremulou^, (a mood of mind most unusual to the dar- 
ing man, who seemed now overcome by it,) — *' *t must bave ,• 
been poor Dick Robinson the player, in the very «Ire?» j» 
which I havè seen him phiy Philastei^— ay, and drank a jolly 
bottle with him after it at the Mermaid I I remember how 
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niaoy frolicks we had together, and ail hit Utile Êntastk 
fasbioos. He served for his old mastèr, Charles, io Mohon^s 
troop, and was nrardered by this butcher's dog, aa I bare 
heard, afler sarrender, at the batfle of Naseby-field'" 

" Hash ! V bave beard of the deed/' saîd' Çrerard ; ^* for 
God's sake bear the man to an end, — Did tbîs Tisitor apeakto 
thee, my friend ?" ^. . ^ 

** Yes, sir, in a pleasing tone of voice, but somewbat fancifal 
in the articulation, and Hke one who is speakingto an audience 
as from a bar or a pulpit, more than in tbe voice of ordinary 
men on ordinary matters. He desired to see Major-General 
Harriçpn." z 

*• He did !— and you," said Everard, infected by the spirit 
of tbe tiœe, which, as is well known, leaned to credulity 
upon ail matters of supemataral agency, — *' what did yoa 

' i went up to the parlour, and related tbat such a person 
inquired for him. He staAed wben I told him, and eagerly 
desired to know the man's dress ; but no sooner did 1 mention 
his dress, and the jewel in bis ear, than he said, «Begonel 
tell him I wiU not admit him to speech of me. Say that I defy 
him, and will maké my défiance good at the great battle ta tbe 
Valley of Armageddon, wfaen the voice of the angel shall call 
ail fowls which fly under the face of beaven to feed on the 
flesh of t)\e captain and the soldier,Mdie war-horae and his 
rider. Say to the Evil One, l bave power to appeal oor cop- 
âict even till that day, and that in the front of thaï fearful day 
he will again meet with Harrison.' l went back with this 
answer to the stranger, and his face was writhed iAto such a 
deadly frown as a mère human brow hath seldom worn. * Re- 
turn to him,' he said, « and say it is my hour ; and that if he 
corne not instantly down to speak with me, I will mount the 
sfairs to him. Say that I command him to descend, by the 
token, that, on the field of Naseby, he did not the wrk 
neghgently." 

" 1 bave heard," whispered Wildrakey-.who felt more and 
mo/'e stroDgly the contagion of superstition,— " that thèse 
words were blasphemously used by Harrison when he shot 
lûy poor friend Dick." 

*• What bappened next ?" said Everard. « See tbat thoo 
speakest the trutb." 

"As gospel onexpounded by a steeple-man," said the inde- 
pendent ; " yet truly U is but little I bave to say. I saw my 
master corne down, with* a blank, yet resolved air j and when 
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he «iitered th<S hall and saw the stmager, he made a pause. 
Theother waved on him as if to follow, and walked ont at the 
portai. My worthy patron seemed as ifhe were abont to fol- 
low, yet ^n pansed, wben this visitant, be be man or fiend, 
re*entered, and said • Obcy tby doom. - 

' By patfaless marcb, by greeawood tr«e, 
It t|.tby weird to follow me— , 

'Cô follow me throagh tke ghastly moonlig^ht-T- 
To foUow me -through the sbadows of oight — 
To loUow me, comitde, etill art thou bouod : 
l conjure thee by the unstauoched wound — 
I conjure thee by the Vsat words I spoke, i 

wl\en the body slept and the spirit awoke, 
In the yery last pang;8^of the deadly stroke/ 

So saying, he stalked ont, and my master foUowed him iiito the 
wood. I foUofired also at a distance.. But wben I came up, 
my master was alone, and bearing bimself as you now bebold 
him." 

' * Thou hast had a wonderful memory » friend," said the Colo- 
nel, coldly, " to remember thèse rhymes in a single récitation — 
there seeiDS something of priactice in ail this." 

** A single récitation, my honoured sir?" exclaimed the 
independent; *' alack, the rhyme is seldom out-of my poor 
master's mouth, wben, as sometimes haps, he is less triomph- 
ant in bis wrestles with^atan. But it was the (îrst time I ever 
heard ituttered by another; and, to say the truth, he ever 
seems to repeat it unwillingly, as a child after bis pédagogue, 
and as it was not indited by bis own head, as the Psalmist saith." 
<« It is strange," said Ëverard ; *M hâve heard and read 
that the spirits of the slaughtered bave strange power over 
the slayer ; but 1 am astonisbed to beliejre there may be truth 
in such taies.— Roger Wildrake — what art thou afraid^ of, 
man ? why dost thou shift thy place thus ?" 

*^ Fear ? it is not fear — it is hâte, deMy hâte. I see the 
murderer of poor Dick before me, and— see, he throws bim- 
self into a posture of fence — Sa— sa— say'st thou, brood of a 
butcher's mastiff ? thou shalt not want an antagonist." 

Ere any one could stop him, Wildrake threw aside bis cloak, 
drew bis sword, and almost with a single bound cleared the 
distance betwist him and Harrison, and crossed s words with 
the latter.'as he stood brandishing bis weapon, as if in immé- 
diate expectation of an assailant. Accordiogly , the Repubhcan 
General was not for an instant taken at unawares, but the 
moment the swor^s clashed, he shouted, ** Ha ! 1 feel thee 
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DOW, ihoa hast corne in a body ai last. Weleome ! welcome! 
the fiword of tbe Lord and of Gideon !" 

« Part them, part them," cried Ëverard^ as he and Tom- 
kinfi, at first astonisbed at tbe suddenness of tbe afifra^, hasteD- 
/Od to interfère. Everard, «eiziog on tbe cavalier, drew him 
forcibly backwards, while Tomkins contrive'd, with risk aod 
difficulty, to master Harrison's sword, wbile the General ex- 
claimed, ** Ha ! two to one-^two to one ! thus %ht dérnoos." 
Wildrake, on bis side, swore a dreadfui oath, and added, 
'* Markbam, you bave cancelled e^ery obligation I owed yoo ; 
tbey.are ail out of sigbt — gone, d— n me." 

'* You bave indeed acquitted thèse oibligations rarely," said 
Everard. '* Wbo knows how this afifnir sball be explained 
and answered ?" 

** I will answer it with my life,"*said Wildrake. 
** Good now be silent," said Tomkins, ** and let me raanage. 
It sball be so ordered tbat the good General shall never 
know tbat he batb encountered with mortal maa; only let 
tbat roan of Moab put bis sword into tbe scabbard's rest, aod 
be still." 

'' Wildrake. let me entreat tbee tosheathe thy sword," said 
Evénurd ; '' else, on my life, thou most turn it against me." 

*' No, 'fore George, not so mad as tbat neitber ; bat Fil 
bave another day witb him." 

*< Tbou, another day !" exclaimed Harrison, wbose eje bad 
still remained iîxed on tbe spot wbere be ipund soch palpable 
résistance. '^ Yes, 1 know tbee well ; day by day, week by 
week, thou makest tbe same idle request, for thou knowest 
tbat my heart quivers at thy voice. But my-faand trembles 
not when opposed to thine ; tbe spirit is willing to tbe combat, 
if tbe âesh be weak when opposed to tbat which is not of the 
flesb." . 

"Now, peace ail, for Heaven's sake,*»' said tbe steward 
Tomkins ; then added, addressing bis master, " tbere is no 
one hère, if it please your Excellence, but Tomkins and the 
worthy Colonel Everard.'' 

General Harrison, as sometimes happens in cases of partial 
insanity, (tbat is, supposing bis.to bave been a case of mental 
delusion,) though firmly and entirely persuaded of tbe truth 
of bis own visions, yet was not willing to speak ou tbe subject 
to those wbo, he knew, would regard them as imagicary. 
Upon this occasion, be assumed tbe appearance of perfect 
ease and composure, aAer tbe violent agitation he had just 
manifested, in a manner wbicb «howed bowanxious he was to 
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4ji^i«e his real ieelings from Everard, whom he considëred 
as anlikely to participate thein. 

He saluted the CoIoDel with profound ceremony, and talk'ed 
of the fioenesB of the evening whîch had sommoDed him forth 
of the Lodge, to take a turn .in the Park,- and enjoy the 
fayourablè weather. Hè then took Everard by the arm, and 
walked back with him towards the Lodge, Wildrake and Tom- 
^ kîns folio wing close behind and leading the horses. Ererard, 
desirons to gain some light on thèse mysterions incidents, en- 
dearonred tQ corne on the snbjeci more than once» by a mode 
of interrogation, which Harrison (for madmen are very often 
unwilling to enter on the sobject of their mental delusion) par- 
ried with some skill, or addressed bimself ftfr aid to his stew- 
ard Tomkins, who was in the habit of being Toucher for his 
master upon ail occasions, which led to Desborongh^s ingéni- 
ons nickname of Fibbet. 

** And wherefore had y on your sword drawn, my worthy 
General,'' said Everard, '* when yon Vere only on an evening 
walk of pleasure ?" 

*' Tmly, excellent Colonel, thèse are times when men mnst 
watch with their loins girded, and their lights bliming, and 
their weapons drawn. The day draweth nigh, believe me 
or not as you will, that men must watch lest they be found 
naked and unarmed, when the seren trumpets shall sound, 
Boot and saddle ; and the pipes ofJezer shall strike up, Horse 
and away." 

** Tme, good General ; bat methonght I saw yon making 
passes even now as if y ou were 6ghting," said Everard. 

<< I am of a strange fantasy, friend Everard," answered 
Harrison ; *' and when I walk alone, and happen, as but now, 
to hâve my weapon drawn, I sometimes, for exercise sake, 
will practice a thrust againet su«b a tree as that. Itis a^silly 
pride men bave in the use of weapons. f bave been accounted 
a master of fence, and bave fought prizes when I was unrege- 
nerated, and before I was called^to do my part in the great 
work, entering as a trooper into onr victorions General's first 
régiment of horse." 

<' But methought," sSid Everard, '** I heard a weapon clash 

with yours ?" 

« How ? a weapon clash with my sword ? How conld that 

be, Tomkins?" ^ , , 

" Truly, sit," said Tomkins, " it must bave been a bongh 
of the tree ; they bave them of ail kinds hcre, ««d yoar 
honour may bave pushed against one of them, which tûc 
Vol. I. P 
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3raziliaiis caQ îrôa-w4>od, a block of which beii^g stnick with 
à hammer, saith Parchas in his Pilgrimage, ringeth like aD 

anvil." 

<* Troly it may be so,'' said Harrison ; *^ for thèse raiera 
who are gone, sinemblecl in this tfaeir abode of pleaaore many 
straoge treea and plants, though theygathered not of tbe fmît 
of tbat tree, which beareth twelve mannerof fraits, or of 
Ihose leaTBs which are for the bealing of the nations." 

Ererard pursued his investigation ; for he was strnck with 
the manner in which Harrisj^n eraded his questions^ and the 
dexterity with which he threw his transcendental and fanatical 
notions, like a sort of veil, oyer the darker visions excited by 
remorse and conscious guilt. 

*' But,*\6aid he, " if I may trust my eyes and ears, I ceQ:inot 
but still think that you had a real antagonist — Nay, I am sure 
I saw a fellew, in a dark-coloured jerkin, retreat through the 
wood." 

" Did you ?'' said Harrison, with a tone of surprise, while 
his voice faltered in spite of him, *' who could he be ? Tom- 
kins, did you see the fellow Colonel Everard tîlks of M^ith the 
napkin in his hand, the bloody napkin which he always pressed 
tohissider 

This last expression, in which Harrison gave a mark différ- 
ent from that which Everârd had assigned, but corresponding 
to Tomkins's original description pf Ihe supposed spectre, had 
more effect on Everard in confirming the steward's story, than 
any thing he had witnessed or heard. The voucher answered 
the drafl^upon him as promptiy as usual, that he had seen such 
a fellow glide past them into tbe tbicket ; that he dare say he 
was some deer-stealer, for he had heard they were become 
very audacious. 

*' Look ye there now, MasÉer Everard," said Harrison, hur- 
rying from the subjelt ; " is it not time now that we should 
lay aside our controversies, and join hand in hand to repairing 
the breaches of our Ziçn ? Happy and contented were I, my 
excellent friend, to be a treader of gjortar, or the bearer of a 
hod, upon this occasion, under our great leader, with whom 
Providence bas gone forth in this great national controversy ; 
and truly, so devoutly do I hold by y our excellent and victo- 
rious General Oliver, whom Heaven long préserve, that were 
he to command me, I should not scruple to pluck forth of his 
high place the mai» whom they call Speaker, e^en as I lent, a 
poor hand to pluck down the man whom they call King. 
Wherefore, as I know your judgment holdeth with mine on 
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this matter, let me nrge anto yoQ lovinfly, tbat we may act as 
brethren, and baild np the breacBes, and re-establish tbe bul- 
warkfl of our Ënglish Zîoq, wbereby we sball doubtless be 
chosen as pillars and bnttresses, under our ,exceUent Lord 
General, for supporting and snstaining the same, and ewlowed 
with proper reyenues and Ineomes, both spiritual and tempo- 
ral, to serve as a pedestal, on which we ms^ stand, seeing thsft 
otherwise onr foundiation will be on the loose sand. Never- 
theless," continued he, bis mind again diverging from his 
vîews of temporal ambition inté his visions of the Fifth Mo- 
narcfay , *' thèse things are but vanity in respect of the open- 
ing of. tbe book which is sealêd^ for ail things approach 
speedily towards lightning and thundering, and tploosing of 
the jgreat dragon from the bottomless pit, wherein he is 
chained." 

With this mtngled ^strain of earthly politics, and fanatical 
predietion, Harrison so overpowered Colonel Ererard, as to 
leave faim no tkne tô urge him farther on thé particular cir- 
cumstances of his nocturnal skirmish, concerniog wbich it is^ 
plain he had no désire to be intcrrogatéd. Tfaey now reached 
tbe Lodgé of Woodstock. 



OHAPTER XV. 

Now the wasted brands do gloDV) 

Wbtle the acreech-owl, soandiog loud» 
Puts the wretcb that lies io woe, 

In remembrance of a^hroud. . 
Now it is tbe time of nigbt 

That, the graves ail gaping wide, • 
Every one lets out bifsprite, 

In the cfanrch'Way paths to glide. 

* 

Before the gâte of the palace the guards were now dou* 
bled. Ererard demanded the reasoa of this fro» thecorporal, 
whom he found in the hall with hts soldiers,4Ûtfing or sleeping 
aroond a great fire, mamtained at the expense of the carved 
chairs and beoches, with fragments of which it wasfprnished." 

" Why, verilyi" answercd the man, ** the corps de garde, 
as yoar worship says; will be harassed to pièces by tueà'daty 
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neFertbelesSyfear hathigone abroad amoiig us, jmd no one mati 
wiil mount goard alone. We haye drawn in, bowerer, oae 
or tiro of our oqtposto firom Baobary and ehewhere, aad wtf 
are to bave a relief from Oiford to-morrofr.'* 

Eyeipurd continued nûnate iDqairiea concemîog the ^entioek 
that were posted witbin as weli as witboot tbe Castle ; and 
found tbat, as tbey bad been stationed under tbe eye of Harri- 
son himself, tbe rules of pmdent discijpline bad been emctlj 
observed in tbe distribution of tbe posts. Tbere remained 
notbing tberefore for Colonel Everard to do^ ezcepting tbat< 
remembering biaown adyentare of tbeeyening, to recommend 
tbat an additional sentinel shd^ld be placed,witb a companion, 
if jodged indispensable, in tbat restibale, or anti-room» from 
whicb tbe long gallery, wbere be bad met with tbe rencounter, 
and otber suites of apartments, diveiged. Tbç corporal re- 
apectfuUj promised ail obédience to bis orders. Tbe serving- 
men being called, appeared also in double force. Everard 
demanded to know wnetber the Commissioners bad gone lo 
bed, or wbether be could get speech with them ? 

** Tbey are in tbeir bed-room, forsooth,'' replied one of the 
fellows ; *' but I tbink be not yet.Aindressed." 

** What !" said Eyerard, '* are Colonel Desborougb and 
Master Bletson both in (be same sleeping apartment ?" 

''Tbeir honours hâve so cbosen it/'said the man ; '*and 
tbeir honours' secretaries remain upon guard ail nlght." 

'* It is the fasbion to double gtiards ail over the bouse," said 
Wildrake. *' Had I a glimpse of a good-looking bouse-maid 
now, I should know hoiv to fall into tbe fasbion.'^ 

,** Peace, fool !" said Everard-— "And wbere are tbe Major 
and Master Holdenough ?" 

« The Major is retomed to the borough on borse-back, 
behind t^e trooper wbo goes to Oxford for the reinforcement ; 
and tbe man of the steeple-bouse hatb quartered himself in the 
chamber which Colonel Desborough had last nigbt, being that 

in which be is most likely to meet the jour honour un- 

dérstands. Tbe Lord pity us, we are a harassed family !" 

" And wbere be General Harrison's koaves," said Tom- 
kins, '' that tbey do not marsbal bim to bis apartmenl ?" 

*Miere—bere— hère, Master Tomkins," said three fellows, 
pressing forward» witb the same consternation on tbeir faces 
which seemed to pervade the wbole inhabitants of Wood- 
stock. 

" Away with jour then," said Tomkins ;— "speak not to 
fais worthip— you ^ee he is not in the humour." 
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** iDdeed," obièrred Colonel Ererar* « hé looks siogalarly 
ww— bis features seem wnthen as bjr a paky stroke^ and 
tiioagb hewas talking sofastwhile he came along, he ha(h 
not opioed fai^ mouth since we catne to the ligbt." 

"H is. hÎB manner Mier such visitatioiis," said T^mkiiu. 
" GirB his honour your anns» Zedekîah and Jonathan, to lead- 
hîna ofi^I wUI folbw instantlj. You, Nicodemna, tarry to 
waît npon me— ît is not w«ll walking alone inthis mansîcm." 

" Master Tomkins,'* said Eyemrd, " I bare heard of yoUi. 
ofk^n as a slmrp, intelligent man-r-tell me fairly, are yoa in 
earaest afraid of any thiog snpernataral hatr^ng this bouse ?" 
'« I woald be loath to run the chance, sir," said Tomkins 
very grarely ; " by looking on my worshipfui master, you matv 
form a guess how the living look after they bave epoken with 
thedead.'^ He bowed low, and took his leave. Everard 
proceeded to the cbamber wbich the two remainiog Com» 
miasioners had, for oomfort's sake, chosen to inhabit in Com- 
pany. Tfaej frère preparing for bed as be wcnt into their 
apartment. , Both started as the door opened— both rejoiced 
when they saw it was only Everard who entered. 

" Hark ye hither," said Bletson, polling htm aside, " sawest 
tboa eyer assequal to Desborough ?— the fellow is as bigas 
aD ox, and as timorous as a sheep. He bas insisted on my 
sieeping hère to protect bim. Shall we bave a merry -night 
on't, ba ? We will, if thou wilt take the third bed, which was 
ppepared for Harrison ; but he is gone out, like a mooncalf, 
to look for the valley of Armageddon in the Park of Wood- 
stock." 

** General Harrison bas returned with me but now/^ said 
Everard. 

** Nay but, as I shall live, he cornes not into our apartment," 
said Desborough, oyerbearing his answer. '* No man tbat bas 
been supping, for aught 1 knoiv, with the Devil, bas a right tô 
sleep among Christian folks. '^ 

<* Hé does not propose so,'' said Everard ; ^* he sleeps, as 
I uoderstand, apart— and alone." . 

** Not quitè alone, 1 dare say," said Desborough; "for 
Harrison hatb a sort of attraction for goblins-^thay ûy round 
bim like moths about a candie : But, I prithee, good Everard, 
do thon stay with us. I know not how it is, bot altbougb tboa 
hast not thy religion always in thy raoulb, nor speak^t many 
hard words about it, like Harrison^Htor makést long preadi- 
' ments, like a certain most honourable relation of mine wbo 
shall be nameless^ yet somehawJ feel myself.safer in tby 



com^y than with any of them. Â« for^this Bletson, ke i^ 
such a mère blasphémer, that I fear the De?il wUl carry bkii 
away ère moroing." 

«< Dld yoa ever hear sach a paltry coirard ?" said Bletson, 
apaft <o Everard. " Do tarry, however, my honoured 
Colonel— 1 know your zear to aaskt the dîstreased, and yoa 
see Desborongh is in (hat predicament, that he will reqnire 
near him more than one good example to preyent him thinking-' 
of ghosts and fiends." 

<< I am aorry I cannot oblige joo, gentlemen," said Eve- - 
rard ; *' bat 1 bave settled my mmd to sleep in Victor Lee's 
apartment, so I wish you good night ; and if you wonld re- 
pose wlthont distarbance, I would advise that yon commend 
yourselves, daring the watches of the nigbt, to Him uoto 
whom night is even as mid-day. I had intended to bave spôke 
with you this evening on the snbjcct of my beiog bere ; bat I 
' will defer the conférence tili to-morrow, whea, I think^ i will 
be able to show you excellent reason for leaviag Woodstock." 

*' We haye seen plenty suçh already," said Desboroogh ; 
<' for one, 1 came bere to serve the estate, with moderate ad- 
vantage doubtless to myself for my trouble : but if I am set 
apon my head again to-night, as 1 was the night before^ f 
would not stay longer to gain â king's crown, for 1 am sare my 
neck i^oald be unfitted to bear theweight of it." 

<< Good night," ezclaimed Everard ; and was about to go, 
when Bletson again pressed close, and whispered 'to him, 
*^ Hark thee Colonel-^ you know m}' friendship for thee-«l do 
implore thee to leave the door of thy apartment open, that if 
thou roeetest with any disturbance, i may hear thee call, and 
be with thee upon the very instant. Do this, dear Everard, 
my fears for thee will keep me awake else ; for 1 know that, 
^otwithstanding your excellent sensé, you entertaio some of 
those superstitions ideas which we suck in with our mother's 
miUc, and which constitute the groundof our fears in situations 
like the présent ; therefore leave thy door open, if you love 
me, that you may h&le ready assistance from me in case of 
need." 

'< My master," said Wildrake, "trusts, first in his Bible, 
sir, and then in his good sword. He bas no idea, that the 
Devil can be baffled by the chs^m of two men lying ia one 
room, still less that the foui fiend can be arguqd out of exist- 
ence by the Nallifidians of the Rota." 

Everard seized bis imprudent friend by the coUar, and 
dragged him off as he was speakini;, keeping fii3t faold xâ him 
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till th^ mre both io tfae cfaamber of Victor Lee, where tl ^y 
Imd elept on a former occmion. Even then he contiatiecl to 
hold Wildrake, until the servant bad arrangea tfae lights,^«and 
was diamissed ftom the room ; then letting faim go> addreàsed 
faim with the upbratding question, *^ Art thou not a ptudent 
and sagacions person, who in times like thèse seek erery op- 
portanky to argne yourself into a broil, or embroil yonraeif 
in an axgnment ? Ont on y on." 

^* Ay, eut on me indeed,^' said the caralier ; ^^ ont on me 
for a poor tame-spirited créature, tfaat aubmits to be bandied 
about in this manner, Imt a man who in neither better bom nor 
better bred than mytelf. 1 telllhee, Mark, y ou make an un- 
iair use of your advant)9iges orer me. Why will you not Jet 
me go from you, and iive and die after my own fashion V^ 

'' Because, before we had beeu a week separate, I should 
hear of your dying after tfae fasfaion of a dogk Corne, my 
good friend, what madness was it in tbee to fall foui on Harri- 
son, and then to enter into oseless argument with Bletson ?" 

^* Why; we are in the Devil's hoose, I tfaink, and I would 
willingly give the landlord fais due wherever I travel. To 
bave sent faim Harnson, or Bletson now, just as a lunch to stop 
bis appetite, till Crom— -" 

'' Hush ! stone walls hâve ears," said Everard-, looking 
arôund faim. '* Hère stands tfay night-drink. Look to my 
armsi for we must be as carefol as if the Avenger of Blood 
were behind us. Yonder is thy bed — and I, as thou seest, 
bave one prepared in* tfae parlour. The door only divides 
us." 

<' Which I will leave open, in case^ thou should'st, hollo for 
assistance, as yonder Nulliôdian hatfa it., But how faast thou 
got ail this so well put in order, good patron V^ 

*' I gave the steward Tomkins notice of my purpose tosleep 
hère." 

'' A strange fellow that," said Wildrake, ** and, as I judge, 
bas taken measure of every one's foot — ail scepos to ^ass 
tbrough bis hands." 

** He is, I hâve understood," replied Everard^ *^ o^e of the 

. men formed by the times— bas a ready gift of preachibg-and 

expounding, which keeps faim in high terms with the Indepen- 

<leQts ; and recommends himself to the more moderate people 

by fais int^iigence and activity." 

" Has fais sincerity ever been doubted ?" said Wildrake. 

•' Ne ver, that I heard of," said the Colonel ; " on the con- 
trary, he bas been familiarty calléd Honest Joe^ and Trust 
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Tonfcwii For mj part, I bdîaire hii aiaQdriiy hwé «IWâjs 
k«pt pace wkh bis iDtepe«t« Est cône» fioiah tby c«p^ and'to 
hfiâ, Wiift, ail emptîed at one draoï^i V* 

*< AdszookerB* yesip-my Totr for^ds ma to make two onH ; 
bot, n^vet fear-«-the nightcap will onlj warm my brala^ not 
dog it So» man or de?iT, give me notice if yoo «re diaturi^ed, 
and rely on me in a tirinkling." So sayiag) tbe c«?alier re- 
treated into bis separate apartment, and Colonel Ërerard, taking 
off tbe moBt cambroos part of bis dreM, lay down in hia hdse 
?^d doablet, apd composed bimself to rest 

He ww awakened from sleép by a slow and solemn straîn of 
musÎG, wbich died away as at.a distance* He started up, and 
felt for bis anns« wbich he fonnd close beside bim. His tem- 
porary bed being witboat cartaina, he could look around bim 
without difficulty ; bnt as tbere remained in tbe cbimney only 
a few red embers of the ûre, whicb* he bad arranged before 
be went to sleep, it was impossible he could discern aoy tbing. 
He felt, therefore, in spite of his natoral concage, tbat node- 
fined .and tbrilling species of tremor wbich attends a sensé tbat 
danger is near, and an uncertainty concerniog its cause and 
character. Reiuctant as he was to yield belief to sup^imatirral 
occurrences, we bave already said he was not absolutely in- 
credttlous ; as, pérhaps, eren in this more sceptical âge, tbere 
are, many fewer complète and absoluie infidels on this partico- 
lar than give themselves ont for such. Uncertain whelber he 
bad not dreamed of thèse sounds whicb seemed yet in faisears, 
he was unwilling to risk the raillery of his friend by summon- 
ing him to his assistance. He sat up, therefore, in his bed, 
not without ezperiencing tbat nervoos agitation to wbich brare 
men as well as cowards are sul>ject, with this différence, tbat 
tbe one sinks under it, like the vine under the hail-storm, aud 
the otbçr coUects his énergies to shake it off, as the cedar of 
Lebenon is said to ele^ate its boughs to disperse tbe snow 
wbich accumulâtes upon tbem. 

The story of Harrison, in his own absplute despite, and not- 
witlStanding a secret suspicion whicb he bad of trick or con- 
■irance, returned on bis mind at this dead and soUtary honr. 
Harrison, be remembered, bad described the yision by a cir- 
cumstance of its appearance différent from tbat wbich bis own 
remark bad been calculated to^sugges^ to the mind of tb€ vi- 
sîonary ; tbat bioody napkin, always pressed to the side, was 
tiien a circumstance présent either to his bodily eye, or to 
tkat of his agitated imagioationr Did, theo, the murdered re- 
Tîsit the Hriog haunts of tbose who bad forced theo) frcftn^thc 



stage widi aU tfaetr sif» obaocouiited for? And if théy did, 
mi^t n6t tbe saine permissloD aotfadrize ôthei* visitations of a 
similar nature, to wam, to imtmct, topuiiish ? R^sb arethey, 
was hia conclusion, and credulous^ who receive as trath every 
taie of the kind ; but no less rash may it be, to limit tbe power 
of the Creidop oyer tbe Works whicb he bas made, and to sup- 
pose tbat, by tbe permission of tbe Antbor.of Nature, tbe iaws 
of Nature may not, in peculiar cases, and for bigb purposes, 
be temporartly supended. 

Wâbile tbese tboogbts passed throogb Ëverard's mind, feel- 
ings onknown to bim, even wben be stood ôrst on the rougb 
and perilous edge of battle, gained ground upon bim. He 
feared be knew not wbat ; and wbere an open and discemible 
péril would bave drawn ont bis courage, the absolote oncer- 
tainty of bis situation increased bis- sensé of tbe danger. He 
felt an almost irrésistible désire to spriog from bis bed, and 
beap fuel on tbe dying embers, expecting by tbe blaze to see 
some strange sigfat in bis tfhamber. He was also strongly 
tempted to awaken Wildrake ; but abame, stronger tban^mn^ 
itself, cbecked thèse impulses. WbatI should it be tbélf^f 
tbat Markbam Everard, beld one of tbe beat soldiers wbo bad 
drawn a sword in tbis sad war — Markbàm Everard, who bad 
obtained sucb distioguisbed rank in tbe army o£ tbe Parlia- 
ment, though so young in years, was afraid of remaining by 
himself in a twiligbt-room at midnight ? — It never should be 
said. Tbis was, however, no charm for bis unpleasaiit cur- 
rent of thougbt. Tbere rushed on his mind the varions tradi- 
tions of Victor Lee's chamber, whicb, though be bad often 
despised tbem as vague, unauthénticated, and inconsisteot ru- 
mours, engendered by ancient superstition, and transmitted 
from génération to génération, by loquacious credulity, bad 
y et something in tbem which did not tend tp allsi^ tbe présent 
unpleasant state of the nerves. Then, wben he recoUected 
the e vents of tbat very aflerooon, tbe weapon pressed against 
his throat, and the strong arm whicb threw bim backward on 
tbe floor^ — if tbe remembrance served to contradict tbe JA ^ of 
âitting pbantoms, and unreal daggers, it certainly induceo^aiv 
to believe, tbat tbere was ii> some part of tbis extensive man- 
sion a ^ar^ of cavaliers, or malignants, barboured, wbo might 
arisé injtbe nigbt, overpower tbe guards, and exécute ii{>on 
tbem aîl, but on Harrison in particular, a(s one of tbe régicide 
jodges, tbat vengeance whicb was so eagerly tbirsted A>r by the 
^tacbe^ foliowers of tbe slaoghtered iponarcb. • 

He endeavoured to console himself on tbis subject, by tbe 
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tmoib^r apd po»kioii of the guards ; yel «till was. dkMkfieà 
witb himseif for uot having taken yet more precautàess, and 
for keepiog an extb^ted promise oi silence» wfatch imght con- 
sign 80 ma9y of his party to the danger ef aasasêinati^n. 

Thèse thoughU, connected with his nûliCary duties, awak- 
ened another train of reflections. Ue bethon^thiase^fythat 
ail he could now do, was to yisit the sentries, and ascertain 
that they were awake, alert» on the watch, and so sitaated, 
that in time of need they migbt be ready to support eachother. 
!' Tfais better hefits me," he thought, '* than to be hère iike a 
child, frighteniug myself with the old .wonmn's légende wbich 
I baye laiigbed at when a boy. Whai if old Victor Lee was 
a sacrilegions man, aa common report goes, aod brewed aie in 
the font wbich he broHght from the ancient palace of Holy- 
rpod, while church and building were in âames ? And what 
if his eidest son was, whea a child, staided to death in the 
same vessel ? Haw maay churohe» hare been demolished 
su^ his time ? How many foDte'^gsecrated ? So manj indeed, 
t^^v^ere the vengeance of faeayeii to visit soch a^ggreesions in 
fi(fyy»ematural manner,'no corner in£ngland, no, not the most 
petty parish church. but would bave its apparition. Tush, 
thèse are idle fancies, unworthy^ especially, to be entertained 
by those eduçated to belieye that sanctity résides in- the inten- 
tion and act, not in the buildings or fonte, or the form of 
worship," . ' 

As thus be called together the articles of his Calyinistic 
creed, the bell of the great clock (a tokeo seldom sileot in 
such narratiyes) tolled three, and was immediately foHowed by 
the hoarse call of the sentinels, through yanlt and galterj, up 
stairs and beneath, cballenging and answering each other with 
the usual watch-word, < AU's well.' Their yoices mingled 
with the dee^boom of the bell, yet ceased before that was 
siient ; and when they had died aw«y« the tingling écho of the 
prolonged knell was scarcely audible. Ere yet that last ting* 
ling had ûnally subsided into silence, it seemed atf if itagain 
vraâ mgikeïieé ; and Ëverard could bardly judge at ârst whè- 
tbAif anew écho had taken up the falling cadence, or whether 
some other and separate sound was disturbing auew the silence 
to which the deep kneli had, a» ita yoice ceased, consigned 
the ancient mansion and the woods around it. 

But the doubt was soon cleared up. The. musical. tones 
which had mingled.with the dyingechœaof tbe knell, seemed 
at ^rst to proIoQg, and afterwards to survive thera. A wild 
Bftrain of m^lody, beginning at a distance, waû g^owiog louder 
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asit tflTlaàiceâ, seetoeâ topass fhMntôom taroom/fromt^abi- 
Bet to gallery, from hall to bower, throngh the deserted and 
dishoDOiired ruina of tké aocleot ire8i<)eDce of«so inany sbve* 
reigDS i ffiid» as it approached, do soldier gare alarm, nof did 
any of the numeroos guestd, of various degrees, who spent an 
ttopleasa&t and ferrified night ia that ancient mansion, seem 
to dare to announce to each other the înexpltcàbl» cause of 
appréhension. 

ETerard'fi excited state of mind did not penuit him to be so 
passire. The sounds approached so nigh, that it seemed tfaey 
were performing, iii the very next apartment, a solemn ser- 
vice for the dead, when he gave the akrtn, by caHiug loudly 
to his entendant and friend Wildrake, who slumbered in the 
next chamber with only a door betf^ixt them, and even that 
ajar. > 

*« Wildrake — Wiïdrake ! Up — up ! Dost thou not hear the 
alann?" 

There was no answer from Wildrake, though the musical 
soands, which now rung throogh the apartment as if the per- 
foro^rs had actually been within its precincts, would hâve 
been sufficient to awaken a sleeping person, even without the 
shoutjof his comrade and patron. 

*' Alarm ! Rqger Wildrake— alarm !" -again called Everard, 
getting out of bed and grasping his weapons. '* 6et a light, 
and cry alarm." ^ 

There was no answer. His voice died away as the sound 
of the œustc seemed also to die ; and the same soft swèet 
voice, which still to his thinking resembled that of Alice Lee, 
was heard in his apartment, and, as he thought, at no distance 
from him. 

** Your comrade will not answer," said the low soft voice. 

'* Thoêeîonly hear the alarm whose consciences feel the call." 

**Again this mummery !" said Everard. "1 am better 

armed than I was of late ; and but for the sound of that voice, 

the speaker had bought his triâing dear." 

It was siogular, we may observe in passing, that the instant 
the distinct sounds of the human voice were heard by Everard, 
ail idea of supematural interférence was at an end, and the 
charm by which he had been formerly fetteredappeared to be 
brokên ; so Boiuch is the influence of imaginary or superstitions 
terror dépendant (so far as respects strong jodgments at least) 
upoa what is vague or ambigu ous; and so readily do distinct 
tones, and express ideas, bring sUch judgments back te the 
carrent of ordinary life. The voice retumed answer, as ad- 
dressing his thoughts as well as his words. 



"We IftQgb at the weapoos thon thinkest «hould Mrrifjr 
UB-^v^r the guardiana ot Vf oodstock thcy hâve no power. 
Fire if tboa wilt, and try the effect of thy weapona^ But 
know, U iê not ourparpose to barm tbee; tboa art of a falcon 
breed, and noble in thy disposition, though, aaredaimed and 
ill nurtured, thou banatest witb kites and carrion crows. Wing 
thy fligbt from hence on the morrow, for if thou tarriest with 
the bats, owls, ynltares, and rayens, which bave tbougbt to 
nestlê -hère, thou wilt inevitably share their fate. Away then, 
that thèse baUs may be swept and garnisbed for réception o 
those wbo bave a better right to inhabit tbem." 

Eyerard ^nswered in a raised voice. " Once more I wam 
you, think not to defy me in rain. I am no cbild to be fright- 
ened by goblins' taies; and no coward armed as I am, to be 
alarmed at the threats of banditti. If I give you a moments 
indulgence, it is for the sake of dear and misguided friends, 
wbo may be concerned witb tbis dangerous gambol. Know, I 
can bring a troop of soldiers round the casile, wbo will search 
its most inward recesses for the autborof tbis audacious frolic; 
and if Âat search should fail, it wiil cost but a few barrels of 
gunpowder to make the mansion a heap. of ruins, and barj 
under them the autbors of such ill-judged pastime." 

"You speak proudly, Sir Colonel," said another voice, 
similar to that stronger and barsher tône by which be had 
been addressed in the gallery ; " try your courage in this 
direction." 

« You should not dare me twice," said Colonel Everard, 
" had I a glimpse of ligbt to take aim by." 

As be spoke, a sudden gleam of ligbt was tbrown with a 
brilliancy which almost dazzle^ the speaker, showing distinctly 
a form somewhatj^sembling,thatof Victor Lee, as represent- 
ed in bis picture, holding in one hand a lady completely veiled, 
and in the other bis leading staff or truncheon. Botb figures 
were animated, and, as it appeared, standing witbui six feet 
of him. 

" Were it not for the woman," said Eyerard, *' l would not 
be thus mortally dared." 

" Spare not for the female fprm, but do yoiir worst," replied 
the same voice. " 1 defy you."' 

" Repeat your défiance when I bave counted thrice," said 
Eyerard, <<and take the punishment of your insolence. Once 
— I hâve cocked my pistol, — Twice— I never missed nay aim— 
By ail that is sacred, I firë if you do not withdraw. When I 
pronounce the next number, I will shoot you dead where you 
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stand. I aip yet aawîUing to shed blood^-I gire y ou another 
chance of âight — once — imce — thuice^" 
, Everard aimed at the bosom, and discharged h\$ pistol. The 
.figure waY«d its arm in an attitude of scoro ; and a \pnd laugh 
arose, ^uring which tbe light, as gradaallj growing weaker, 
danced and glimmered apon the apparition of tbe aged knight, 
and then disappéared. Eyerard^s life-blood ' ran oold to bis 
heart. " Had he been of humnn monld," he tbonght, *< the 
Jullet must bave pierced bim ; and I hare neither will nor 
power to fight wjth supernatural beings " 

The feelling of oppression yras now so strong as to be 
actually sickening. He groped bis way boWever to tbe fi ré- 
side, and âang on the embers, tvhicb were yet gleanoing, a 
bandful of dry fuel. It presently blazed, and afforded bim 
ligbt to see tbe roooï in every direiction. He lôoked cautiously^ 
alroost tiinidly, aroand, and balf ezpected some horrible phan- 
tom to become visible. But be saw^nothiiig, save the old fur- 
nitore, the reading-desk and other articles^ which had been 
lefl in tbe same state as when Sir Henry Lee departed. He 
felt an uncontrollable désire, mingled with much répugnance, 
to look at the portrait of the aqcient knight, which tbe form 
he had seen so strongly reseqabled. {Je hesi^ted betwixt the 
opposing fcielings, but at lengtb snatcbfd, with desperate reso- 
Iqtion, the taper which be had extioguished, and relighted it, 
cre tbe b\aze of tbe fuel had again died away. He held it up 
to the ancient portrait of Victor Lee, and gazed on it with 
cager curiosity , not unoiingled vf itfa i<wr. Almost the childish 
terrors of bis earlier days returned, and he thoaghtthe severe 
pale eye of the ancient warrior foUowed his, and menaced him 
with its displeasure. And although hQ quickly argued himself 
out q£ snch an absurd belief, yet tbe oodxed feelings of hi9 
mind we^e èxpressed in words that 9ç.eiQed balf addresaed to 
the ancient portrait. " 

'* Soûl of my mother's ance^tor," he said, \* be it fi>r weal 
or for woe, by designing men, otr by supernatural beings» that 
thèse ancient halls are dîsturbed, 1 am resoWed to leave thein 
on the mprrow." 

« I r^oice to heuar it» with aU my 9oal,". said a Voice behiad 
him. 

He tumed, saw a tall figure' in white, with a sort of t^tban 
upon iUi hf^ady ^d dn^ping the çandtet io (h^ exc^rtion, he 
iostantiy gcanpled with it. 

" Thou at leastlhRt palpaltW^' ^0 sc^id* 

" P%?iW* î'* i«>«if sréà W9n vbowi kei gm^ 8Q atcongly. 

Vol. i. Q, 



«« 'Sdeath, mcthinks yoa mîght know that withôot the risk of 
cbokiDg me ; and if voo looae me not, TU show you that two 
can play thc gam« of wrestliog." * . , 

<* Kog^ Wildrake !'* said Everard, lettiog the eavaber loose, 
and stepplng back. ' \' ^ 

*« Roger Wildrake ? ay, tnily. Did you take me for Roger 
Bacon, corne to help yoa to raise the deVil ? for the place 
smells offlolpbur consumedly." ^ 

*« It i^ the pistol 1 fired ; did yoa not hear it ?" 
« Why yes; it was the ôrst thing that waked me,, for that 
nigbt cap which I puUed on, made me sleep llke a dormeuse. 
Pshaw, 1 feel my brains giddy with it yet." 

** And wherefore came you not on the instant ? I nerer 
needed belp more." 

*« I came as fast as I could," answered Wildrake ; «* but it 
was some time ère 1 got my sensés collected, for I was dream- 
ing of that cursed field at Naseby ; and then the door of my 
room was shut, and hard to opeo, till I played the locksmitfa, 
with my foot.'' 
** How ? it was open when I went to bed,** said Ererard. 
*' It was locked when 1 came out though,". said WildrakCi 
<< and I oàarvel yoo heard me not when I ferced it open." 

'* My mind was occupied otherwise,", said Ererard. 
' ^* Well,^' said Wildrake, «' but what bas happened ? Hère 
am I boit upright, and ready to fight, if this yawniag fit will 
eive me leaVe. Mother Redcap's mightiest is weaker than I 
drank last night, by a bashel to a barleycorn ; I bave quaffed 
the very elixir of malt — Ha — yaw." 

** And some opiate besides, I should think," said' Eferard. 
«< Very like— very like--less than the pistol-shot woold not 
waken me ; even me, who with biit an ordinary grace-cup 
sleep as Kghtly as a maiden on the first of fifay, when she 
watches for the earliest beam, to go to gather dew. Bot what 
are you about (o do next ?'^ # 

** Nothing,'*^ answered Ev^rard. 
« Mothing ?^' said Wildrake in surprise. 
'< I speak it,'' said Colonel Everard, ** less for yoar informa- 
tion, than for that of otfaers who may hear me, Uiat I will lea?e 
the Lodge this morning, and^ if it is possiblei remove the 
Commisaioners.'* 

*^ Hark,'' said Wildrake, ** do yo« not hear some noise, like 
the distant sound of the applause of a théâtre f The gobUna oi 
the place rejoice in yoar departure." 
" I «hull lefti^e Woodstook/' said Everard, " to thc occupa- 
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tioQ otmy eacle Sir Henry Lee^> and bis family, if tbey choo^e 
to résume it ; oot tbat I am frighteoed into tbis as a concession 
(o tbe séries of artifices whicb bave been played off on tbis 
occasion, bat solely becanse sucb was my intention from tbe 
beginniog. But let me wam," (be added, raising bis voice;) 
*' let me warn tbe parties concerned in tbis combination, tbat 
tbongb it may pass off successfully on a fbol like Desborougb, 
à visionary. like Harrison, a cdward like Bletson " 

Hère a voice distinttly spoke, as standing near them, '< Or 
a wise, moderate, and resolute person, like Colonel Everard." 

"* By Heaven, tbe voice c^;ne from tbe picture," said 
Wildrake, drawing bis sword ; '* I wiU pink bis plated armour 
for him." 

«< Offer no violence," said Ëverard, startled at tbe interrup- 
tion, bat resuming with ûrmness wbat be was saying. " Let 
tbose engaged bè aware, tbat bowever tbis string of artifices 
may be immediately suçcessful, it must, wben closely iDoked 
into, be attended wltb the punisbment of ail concerned, tbe 
tatal démolition of Woodstock, and tbe irrémédiable downfall 
of the family of Lee. Let dl concerned tbink of tbis, and 
desist iû time." 

He paosed, aftd almost expected.a reply, but none came. 

" it is a^ery oldtbing,'* ^said Wifdrake r '* but— yaw-ba — 
iny brain canndt compass -it jast noW ; ît whhrk roand like a 
toast ÎB a bo«vl of musctidine ; I must sit down — hew-yaw— 
and discoss it at Icisure — Gr^ercy, good elbow-cbair." 

So saying, he tbrew himself, or ratber sank gradually down^ 
on a large easy-chair, whicb had been ofien pressed by tbe 
weight of stoot Sir Henry Lee, and in an instant was sound 
asleep* Everard was far from feeling tbe same inclination for 
slumber, yet bis mind was relieved of tbe appréhension of any 
farther Visitation tbat nigbt ; for he considered bis treaty to 
%vacoate Woodstock, as made known to, and accepttd in ail 
probability , by tbose wbom the intrusion of the Oommissioners 
had induced to takesuch singalar measurestbr expelling tbem. 
His opinion^ wbich had for a time bent towards a belief in 
something supematural in tbe disturbantes, bad now returned 
to the more rational mode of accounting for tbem, by dexter- 
ous'combination, for whicb ^such a mansion as Woodstock af». 
forded so many facilities. 

He beaped the hearth jvith fuel, ligbted tbe candie, and ex* 
amining poor Wildrake's situation, adjosted him as easily in 
the chair as he cbuld, the cavalier stirring bis limbs no more 
than an infant. His situation went far, in his patron's opinion, 
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to infer trick and cotlfederacy ; for gbosts hare tio occasion 
U> drag meo's posseCii. He thr^w himself oo the bed. and 
wliile he thought thèse strange circamsitances oVer« a sweet 
and low strain of mûsic stole through the chamber, the wordâ 
*'Good night — good iiight — good oight," thrice repeated, each 
time in a softer and more distant tone, seemingto assure him 
that the goblins «ind he were at trace, if not at peace, and that 
he had no distarbance tb éxpect that nic:bt. He had scarcely 
the courage to call otit a *' good night ;" for, afler ail bis con- 
viction of the existence of a trick, it was so well performed 
as to bring with it a feeiing of fear, jast Itke wbat an audience 
feel doringthe performance of a tragic scène, which they know 
to be unreal, and which yet affects their passions by its near 
approach to nature. Steep o?ertook him at last, and left 
him not till broad day-hght on the ensuing moraiog. 
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And yonder abilMs Anfora^ harbinger, 

At nrhoae approach |jiof|tB, wanderiag kere and there^ 

Troop home to chàrch-yard-— ^ 

' Jtfû2yuffiiiier J^ight^t Drtatn . 



t 



Wtfu the fresh iàit» dnd thb rising morbing, eîrery féeliDj 
of the preceding; night had pieissed aWay from Coiohêl Ë?ëhird\ 
mind, excepti^g Wonder hoW thé enects he bdd witiiésséd 
could be produced. tte ëiaminéd ihb whdle rbôiii, sdtihdiii^ 
boit, fioor, âbd wdinscbt, Mth bis kiiilcklës atid bktië, bût i^âs 
ùnable A discèrn any secret passages ; Whiîë thb dbbr, èëciirèd 
by à sirong cross boit, Àhd the lock bëisidës. ireinïiiiièd as firth 
as when he had fasteheB it on thë prëcëditig evetiibg: 'îbc 
apparition resembling Victor Lee next ca11ëd**hiis attention. 
Ridiculous slories had bëën bften circulâtëd, of this figure, or 
One ejcactiy resembling it, haVing been met with by night 
among the waste apartments and corridors of the gld palace : 
and Markham Ererard had oAen heard such in bis cbildhood. 
He was aogry to recollect bis bwn deficiency of courage, and 
the thrill which he felt on the preceding night, when by con- 
féderacy, doubtless, sùch an objëct was placed before bis 
éyes. 
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'' Surely ," h« said, <' tbis fit of chiUisb feUy could not make 
me miss my aim— 'more likely tbat the buUet bad been witb* 
drawD claDdestioely from my pistol*" 

He exarained that wbich was undiscbarged-— he foand tbe 
buUet in it. He ipvestigated tbe apArtment opposite to tbe 
pbÎDt at wbicb be bad fired, apd, at five feet from tbe floor in 
a direct Une, between tbe bedside and tbe place wbere tbe 
appearances bad been seen, a pistol-ball bad recently baried 
its^lf in tbe wainacot. He bad little doubt, therefore, tW be 
bad fired in a jast direction ; and ind^ed to bave arrired at 
the place wbere it was lodged, tbe buUet must bave passed 
throagb the appearance at. wbicb be aimed, and proceeded 
point blank to tbe wall beyond.. Tbis was mysterioas, and in- 
duced bim to doubt whether tbe art of witclîçrafl or conjura- 
tion bad not been called in to assist tbe jnacbinations of tbose 
daring conspirators, wbo, bçing tbemselves mortaly^might» 
nevertbeless according to tbe uoiverBal creed of tbe times, 
bave inroked and obtained assistance from tbe inbabitants of 
' anotber world. 

His nest investigation respected the picture of Victor Lee 
itself. He examined it minutely as be stood on tbe floor be- 
fore it, and compared its pal«i sbadowy, faintly-traced outlines» 
tts faded colours, tbe stern repo^ of the eye, and deatblike 
pailidness of tbe countenance, with its différent aspect on tbe 
preceedingnigfat, wheu illuminated by the artificial ligbt wbich 
fell upon it, while it lefl every otfaer paît of the room in com- 
parative darkne'ss. Tbe ieaturea seemed to hâve an unûatural . 
-giow, while the risingand the falling of theflame in tbe cbim- 
Dey gave tbe bead and limbs sometbtng wbich resembled ~the 
a[ipearance of actual motion. Now, seen by day, it was a 
mère picture, of tbë bard aad anciiônt school of Holbien ; for- 
merly, it seemed for the moment somethingmore. Determined 
to get to the bottom pf tbis contrivance if possible, Evet^urâ 
by the assistance of a table and chair, ezamined tbe portrait 
still more closely^ and endeavoured to ascértain tbe exist^ice 
of any private spring by wbicb. it might be slipt aside,— a con- 
.trivance not ûnfrequent in ancient buildings, wbich usually 
abounded with means of access and escape, communicated to 
none but thé lords of tbe castle, or their immédiate confidents. 
But the panuel on wbich Victor Lee was painted was firmly 
fixed in tbe wainscoting of the apattment, of wbich it made 
^ part, and tbe Colonel satisfied himself that it could not hâve 
been used for the purpose wbich be bad suspected. 

He next aroused bis faithfulsquirc, Wildrake, who, notwith- 
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ftkiidiog kit deep sbare of the '* blessedneu of sleep»*' had 
8càree<even yet get rid of the effects of the grace-cup of tlie 
preceding eveoiDg. ** It was «the reward,'' according-to bû 
6«i^n> Tîew of.the matter, *' of his tempérance; one êtngle 
draaght haviiig m^de bim deep more late and morefioand &aii 
a matter of half-a-dozoD, or from tHence to a dozen polfe) | 
woold bave don^, when he was goilty of.the enormity of rere- '• 
Bupperfl,*^ and of driakiDg deep aftêr tbem/* 
' '< Had your temperate draught," said E?erard " been bçrt a 
tbeoght more stronçly séasoned» Wildrake, thon hadst siept sd 
aoQiid tbat tbe last tramp only coold bave waked tbee." 

^^ And tben«" answered WUdrake, " I sboold bave waked 
witb a headacbé, Mark ; fer I tee roy modeat aip ha« aot ei- 
empted me from Ihat épilogue. But let us go foi;^b» and see 
how tbe nigbt, whicb we bave passed sb strangely« bas been 
ipent ky the reat of them. i auspect they are M r^t williag 
to evacuate Woodatock, unless they ba?e either r€ated betfter 
t^^an we, or at leaat been more lucky in lodgings.** 

** In that caae, I will deapatch thee down to Jocelkie'^ but» 
to negotiate tbe re-entrance of Sir H^nry Lee and hia family 
into tbeir old apartmenta» where, my intereat wttii the Gênerai 
being joîned witb tbe indiffèrent réputé of tbe place itsetf) I 
Ihinktbey bavé little chance of being diaturbed ekber by tbe 
preaent, or by any new Cammiaaionera." 

^ Bot how are they to défend jtbemaelvea againat tbe fiends, 
my gaÙant Colonel V^ aaid.Wildrake, '< Methinka, had 1 an in* 
tereat in yonder pretty girl, auch aa Ihou doat boaat, I -sboold 
be loatb to eipoae ber to tbe terrora of a résidence at Wood* 
atocky where thèse defikh^l beg tbeir pardon, for I auppose 
they bear everv word we aay-«»theae merry goblina— ^nake 
aficb gjay work from twilight till moming." 

^< Jiljr dear Wild]»^ei" aaid tbe Colonel, ^ I, aa welt^aa you, 
believe it possible that our ajleecb may be overbeard ; bat I 
care not, and will speak my mind plainly. I trust Sir Henry 
and Alice are not engaged in tbis ailly plot ; I cannot reconcile 
it witb the pride of the one, the modeaty of the other, or the 
good aense of botb^^that any motiFe c<>uld engage them in so^ 

' * Rare-npperi (/juati arrUre) belonged to a spe^^ of lQ:iary intror 
dnped in the j^Uy dayt of Kingr James's extravagance, and cootinued 
thropghthe subeequentreigD. The supper too)[ place at'ao early.houri 
six or ^eveti o^clock at lateit — ^the rere-supper was a postUminary ban- 
quêtt a hors tPoBuvrey wbich made îts appearance atten or eleyen, and 
•enred as an apology .ibr proloDgiog tbe «otertainiaeBt UU mîdfl^t< 



strafige a ^ônjtictiôQ. Bot the fiends are ail of your oirn poli* 
ttc{d persuasion, Wildrake, ail troe biue cavaliers : and I am 
coDTificed^ that S)ir Henry and Alice Lee, though they be nn- 
connected with f hem^^ave not the sltghtest cause to be appre* 
bensive. of their goblin machinations. Besides^Sir Henry and 
Joceline most know every corber aboot the place : it ivill be 
far more dîfficnlt to pls^ o£f any ghostly machinery npon bim 
than opon strangers. But let us to our toilette, and wfaen water 
and bmsh bas done its work, we will inqoire what is neit to 
be done." 

*< Nay,tbatwretebed piiritan's garbof mine is bardly worth 
bnidkîngy" satd Wildrake ; ^aod bot Ibr thié bundre^l ff«igbt 
of rosty (ron, wxth wbicb tboo bast bedizened me, I look more 
like a bankropt Qnakcr tban any thing else. But l'il make 
yott as spruce as ever was a cantifq; rouge of your party." 

Sa swpîog; and bmdmÎBg at t^ same tirae the caralier 

taD€y— • 

Though for a tîmd we see WbUebalf, 
Witfa cobwebfl baag aroand tbe Wal), 
¥et Heaven aball melEe amenda ibr all^ 

Wheft the Kaa^ahall enjoy bis own agaiii . 

« Thoo forgettest who are without," said Colonel Everard. 

<t No-^I remember wbo are within," replied bis friend. '< I 
only angto my merry goblios, who will like me ail tbe better 
fer it. Tas h, mao, the devils are my bono$ soeios, and when I 
see them, I will warrant they prove such roaring boys as I 
knew when I served under Lumford and Goring, fellows 
wkh long aails that nothing escaped, bottomless stomach^ 
that BOthing âlled—- mad for pillaging, ranting, drlnking, 
and fighting,— «sieeping roogh on the trenches, and dying 
stobbornly in their bootè. Ah l thèse merry days are gone. 
Well, it is the ffashion to make a grave face on't among cava- 
liers, and specîally the parsons that hâve lost their tithe-pigs ; 
but I was fitted for the élément of the time, and never did or 
oan. désire merrier days than I had duriog that same barbarous, 
bloody, and onnaturaL^rebellion*" 

^ Thott wert.ever a wild sea*bird, Roger,. even according to 
yoar name ; likîi^ the gale bettertban the calm, tbe boister- 
ous océan better than the smooth lake, and your rough, wild 
«trogg^e against the wind, than daily food, ease, and quiet." 

^'Pshaw !'. afiigfor your smpoth lake, and yoor old woman 
to feed me with brewer^s grains, and the poor drake obliged 
to corne swatteringtwhei^^er; sbe whistle8^4 Everard, I like to 
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feel the wind râstle «gnioKt my pinions,— now diiritig, now on 
the cre^ of the wave, now in océan, now in 8ky--that is the 
wild drake'8 joy, my grave one ! And in the Civil War so it 
went wiih us— down in one county^ up in another, beaten to-day, 
vîctoroos to-morrow— now storving in some barren leagaer— 
now revelling iiia Prepbyterian's paniry— bis cellan.bk plate- 
cheat, his old jodicial thamb-ring, bis pretty serving-wench, 

ail at coamiand !" ....... 

" Hu8b, friendy" said Everard ; " remember I hold that per- 

saasion." 

« More the pity, Mark, more the pity," said Wildfake ; « bat, 
as yoo say, rt is neediess talking of it. Let tA e*en go and eee 
ht>w y ont Presbyterian pastor^ Mr. Hôldenoogh,has fiired, and 
wheiher he bas proved more able to foil tiie foui Fieod than 
bave you bis disciple and auéitor." 

They ïefl the apartment adcordingly, andwerc overurhelmed 
witb the varions incohérent accoants of sentinels and others, 
ail of whom bad seen or heard something extraordinary in the 
course of the night It ia needlesa to describe particularly 
tbe variooa romoors wbich each contributed to the common 
stock, witb the greater alacrity that in such cases their seems 
always to be a sort of disgrâce in not having seen or sufifered 
as much as others. 

The most moderate of tbe narratora only talked of sounds 
iike the mewiôg of a cat, or the growling of a dog:, especially 
tbe squeaking of a pig. They heard aiso 99 if it bad been 
nairs driven and saws ased, and the clasbing of fetters, and tbe 
rustling of silk gowns, and the notes of music, and in short ail 
sorts of soùnd wbich bave notbing to do witb each other. 
Others swore they bad smelt savours of varions kinds, chieflj 
bituminous, indicating a Satanic dérivation ; others did not ia- 
deed swear, but protested, to visions of men in armour, borses 
without heads, assès witb horns, and cow6 witb six le^« not to 
mention black figares, whose cloven boofs gave plain informa- 
tion what realoa they belonged to. 

Bot thèse strongly-attested cases of nocturn^d disfturbances 
ampng the sentinels bad been so gênerai, as to prevent alarffl 
; and succour on any particular point, sù that tbose who were on 
^uty called in vain on the corps-de-garde^ wbo were trembliog 
on their own post ; and an alert enemy migbt bave done com- 
plète exécution on tbe whole ^anrison. But amid tbis gênerai 
alerte, no violence appeared to be meant, and annoyance, not 
injury, seemed to bave béen tbe goblins' object, excepting in 
the case of oné poor fellow, a trooper» who bad foUowed Har- 
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risbn !n batf fais battlës, and , now ivas sentinel In (hatvery 
Testibale upon which Ëverard bad rëcommended them to 
moant a gùàrd. He had presentéd hiis carabine at something 
ivhich cakhé sdddenly tipon bim, when it wae wrested eut df 
bis hands, and he bimseh knôcked down with the bntt-end of 
it. Hisiïroken héad, and the drenched beddingof Desborough, 
upoD whom a tab qf ditch-water had been emptied during bis 
sleep, were the only pièces of real évidence to attest the dis- 
turbances of the night. 

âf- The reporta from Barrison's âpartment were, as delivered 
by Master Toihkins, that truly the Gederal had passed the 
night aodistbrbed, though there was still upon him a deep 
sleep, and a folding of the hànds to slumber, frotn which 
Everard argued that the macbrtiutors had esteemed Harrison's 
part of thé reckoning sdfficientty pàid off on the preceediog 
eveoing. 

He then proceeded tb the âpartment doably garrisoned by 
the worshipful Desborough, and the phitosopbical Bletson.— 
They were botli ap and dressingthéofiselveSjthe foroipropen- 
mouthed in his feelings of fear and safferhig. Indeed^ no sooner 
had Evèrard éntered, thiin the duckéd and dismayed Colonel 
made ft difioiâl cbttiplaint of the way he had iilpent the night, 
murmured not a little against bis worshipful kinsman, for im- 
posÎDg a task upon him which inférred so much annoyance. 

'* Conld not bië Eicellehcy, my kinsman Noil, he said, 
'* bave given hiâ pdor relative and brother-in-law a sop fiome- 
where ebe, tban ont of tbis VVoodstock, wbich seems to be the 
deviFs own porridgè-pot ? I cannôt snp broth with the de?il ; 
1 bave no )ddg spôôn-^not I. Coùld be not bave qaartered 
me in some quiet corner, and given tbis haunted place to some 
of hiâ i^rë^diérs âtid prayers, who kboW the Bible as well as 
the milëtër-rbll ? ^béreas î knoiv the four boofs of a cléan-go- 
ing nag, or the points of a team of otén, better thàn ail the 
book» bf flfbsed. But I ^ill givë it ôver, at once ând for éver ; 
hopes of earthly gain shaH never inake me rùn the risk of be- 
ing cartièd ftffrày bodîly by the devil; besides bèihg set upon 
my hèfed bnc whôlc night, and ébusèd with ditch-water the 
iiext. No, no— l am too wise forthat." ,. » 

Màster BIètson had â différent part to act. Hè complamed 
of fab Personal âmioyances; on the contrary, declared he 
shodld hàvë slept as well as «ver he did in his Iife, but for the 
abominable (fiàturbttifces around him, ofmeh callmg to arms 
every bâlf hoUr, when sb much as a cat Irotted by one of tbeir 
posts. " He would rather," be. said, •* hâve slept among a 
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whole Sabbàth of witcbes, if sach creatarefl could be foiincl/' 

*'Tben y on tbînk there are no such tbinics as apparitions, 
Master Bletoon?'' said Everard. *' I u»ed to be sceptical on 
tbe subject ; but, QDmy liie, to-nigbt ha8 beeo a étrange one." 

^' Dreams, dreams, dreams, roy simple Colonel,*' said Blet- 
son, thongh his pale face, and shaking limbs, belied the assam- 
ed courage witb which he spoke. '* Old Chaucer, sir, faath 
fold us the real moral on't. He was an o\à fréquenter of tbe 
forest of Woodstock, hère !•" 

*« Chaser ?*' said Desboroiigb; *' some huntsman belike, by 
his name. Does be walk, like Hearne at Windsor ?" . 

«* Chaucer," said BleUon, ** tny dear Desborough, is one of 
those wonderfd fellow§, as Cotonel Everard knows, wbo Uve 
maoy a hundred years after they are buried, and wbose-words 
-hauntour earb after their bones are long mouldered in thedust" 

" Ay, ay ! well — 1 for one désire hi.* rooœ rather than his 
Company ; one of your cocijurors, I warrant bim. But what 
says he to tbe niatter ?" 

'* Only a slight spell, which I will take the freedom to re- 
peat to Colonel Everard," said Bletson ; *^ bat which would 
be as bad as Greek to thee, Desborough. Old Geoffirey lays 
the whole blâme of our noctumal disturbance on aoperfluity 
of humours, 

' Which cauaen Iblk to dred in their dreams 
Of arrowes, and of fire with red glMiBB, 
Right as the humour of Mèlancfaoly 
Causeth many a man ia sleep to cry 
For lëarof great hnlls and beara blaek. 
And otben that blackOeviU will theio take.' ^^ 

While he was thus declaiming, Everard obaerved a book 
sticking out from beneath the ptlloiv of the bed lately opcu- 
pied by the honourable member. 

**Is that Chaucer?" he said, making .to the volume ; "I 
would like to look at tbe passage " 

" Chaucer !" said Bletson, hastening to interfère ; no, that 
is Lucretius, my darling Luçretius« I canndt let you see it— 
I bave some private marks." 

But by this time Everard had the book in bis band. *• Lu- 
cretius l" he said; 'no, Master B letson^ this is not Lucre- 
tius, but a fitter coroforter in d»ead or danger. Why $hould 
you be ashamed of it ? Oaly, Bletson, instead of resting your 
bead, if you cao but^anchor your heart upon this'Y^kune, it 
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may serve you ib better stead than Lncretius or Cbaucer 
either" 

" Why, what boak h it?" sald Bletson, fais pale cheek co- 
loaring with tbe sbame of détection. *' Oh, tbe Bible,*' tbrovr- 
ing ît down contemptaotisly ; **80ine book of my fellow Gi- 

beon's* Thèse 7eiv$ bave been alnrays saperstitious -ever 

since Juvenal^s timê, thoa knowest — 

* Qaaiiacunqae volet Judaei somnià Tendant.' 

He left me tbe old book for a spell, I warrant you, for *tis a 
well-meaning fool." 

" He woofd scarce ha?e left tbe New Testament as well as 
tbe dd,'' said Ererard. *•' Corne, my dear Bletson, do not be 
asbamed of tbe'wisest tbin(f you ever did in your life, suppo- 
sing you took your Bible in an hour of appréhension, with a 
vîew to profit by tbe contents." 

Bletson's vanify was so mucb galled, that it overcame bis 
constitational cowardice. His little thin fingers quivered for 
eagemess, his neck and cheeks were as red as scarlet, and his 
articulation was as thick and véhément as — in short, as if he 
had been no philosopher. 

'* Master Ëverard,'* he said, ** you are a man of the sword, 
sir-^-and sir, you seem to suppose yourself entitled to say 
whatever cornes into your mind with respect to civilian», sir ; 
but f would bave you remember, sir, that there are bounds, be- 
yond which human patience may be urged, sir — and jests which 
QO maa of honour will endure, sir ; and, therefore, I expect 
an apologj Ibr your présent language. Colonel Everard, and 
this anmannerly jesting, sir-— or you may chance to hear from 
me ÎD a way that will not please you." 

Everard coald not help smilii:^ at this explosion of valeur, 
engendered by irritated self-love. 

** Look you, Master Bletson," he said, *' I bave been a sol- 
dîer, that is true, but I was never a bloody^minded one ; and 
as a Chfristtan, I am unwilling to eolarge tbe kiogdom of dark- 
ness by sending a new vassal thither before bis time. If hea- 
veii i^ves you time to repent, l see no reason why my hand 
shoold deprive you of it, which, were we to hâve a rencoiin- 
ter, would beyour fate in the thrust of a sword, or the pulling 
of a triiger. I therefore prefer to apologize ; and I cm Des 
boroi^, if he bas récoveted his wits, to bear évidence that I 
do apologize for having suspectedyou, who arecompletety tbe 
slare of your own vanity, of any tendcncy, howcver slight, tp- 
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wards grâce or good sensé. And I ftrther «pologize for tbe 
time I bave wasted in endeayoaring to wash an Ethîopiao 
white, or in recommeoding rational ioqntrj to a self»willed 
atheîst." 

Bletson, overjoyed at the tam tbe matter had taken, for the 
défiance was scârce out pf bis moutb ère he begaii to tremble 
for the conséquences, answered vith great eagerness and ci- 
vility of manner, " Nay, dearest Colonel, say no more of it- 
an apology is ail tbat is necessary among men of honoar— il 
neither leave» dîshonoar with bim who asks ît, nor infers de- 
gradation on bim wbo makes it." 

•* Not sucb an apology as 1 bave made, I trust," sai4 tbe 

Colonel. 

** No, no— not in tbe least - one.apology serves çac just as 
ivell as anotber, and Desborough wiil bear wtlness you bave 
made one, and tbat is ail there can be said on tbe sohject." 

Master Desborougb and y ou will take care bow tbe matter 
is reported, I dare say, and 1 only recommend to botb, tbat, if 
mentioned at ail, it may be told correctly." 

*' Nay, nay, we will not mention it at ail,'' said Bletson, 
** we will forget it from tbis moment Only, ne ver suppose 
me capable of superstitious weakness. Had 1 been afiratd of 
an ai^parent and real danger— wby suçb fear is natùral to man 
—and I will not deny tbat the mood of mind may hâve bap- 
pened to me as well as to others. But to b€^ thoug^t capable 
of resortiog to spells, and sleeping with books qnder nay pillow 
to secure myself against gbosts, on my Word, if, was ennugb to 
provoke one to qnarrel, for the momept, ^itt^ bis v.e.xy besl 
friend* And now. Colonel, what is to be done, a^d bow is oor 
duty to be ezecuted at tbis accursed pls^ce î If l ib.Quld get 
sucb à wetting as Desboroi^b's, wby l sho\^ld d^ of catarrb, 
tbough you see it bujrts bim no more tbai\ i^ î^nçk^t of water 
tbrown èver à post-borse. Too are» I p];>es\]m^, a brpj^^er ia 
our commission, bow are you of ppiniçn we sbould pççççed ?'' 

** Wby, in good time beré cpmes Uarrison," saia Çverai^d, 
'^. apd 1 will lay my (Commission from ^he Lord Geneç^ before 
you ail ; wbicb, as you see, Colonel Dedifii&rougb» çon(imands 
you t^ desist from acting on your présent aut£ojç^ty« i^nd inli* 
naatçj^^bis pleasure s^çco^dingly^^hat j.bu witi|>dinsM^. Çroln tbis 



Desborough took tbe paper, and ex^ioed tbe aigDature. 
'/ It IS NoU-s signaturje, sure. ^'^91^'*""""' ^'^d hçj o^appiog 

^.VwilM^ >''m\^y^M ^}^9jV^%h ha?. îp^ t^« 
Ow«r ^^ l^i^iç ^ a çi^Rt, vrbile t^^ 0»fï«jeû.çj^e^ à^^rUke 
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a difurf» as if the sorname wero Hke to disappear one of thèse 
days altocether. Bot is his excçllencj., our kinaman, NoU 
Cromwell, (since he bas the surnàme yet,) sq mireàsooable as 
to thiak his relatioas and frleqds are to be set uponthetr ' 
heads till thej hâve the cripk io their i^eck— dr^nchedas if 
they had beeo plqnged ia a horse-pond— fiçi^tened» day aqd 
tûff^^ by (dl sortof devils, witcb^, aad fairies, aod get i^ot a 
peony of smart money ? Adzooks, (forj^ve me for swearing,} 
if tbat's the case 1 had better home to my &rm, and mind team 
and herd, than dangle afler 3ach a thanUéss person. thqugh L 
hâve wived his sister. She was poor enough when i tçok her, 
for as high as NoU holds his hèad now." 

^ It is not my purpose," said Qlet^on, ** to stir débatte in this. 
honoarable meeting; aad no ope will doubt the vénération 
aod attachment which [ bear to our noble General, whom the 
current of erents, and his own matcbless qualities of counuce 
and constancy, bave raised so high, in thèse déplorable dam. 
If 1 If ère to term htm a direct ànd immédiate émanation of thee 
Animui Afaiidt itself, something which Nature produced in U^ - 
proodest hobr, whilé exerting hersélf> as is faer law, for the 
preserration of the créatures to whom she lias gi?en exist- 
ence ; 1 shouid scarce Qxhaust the ideas Which I entertain of 
htm. Always protesting, that 1 am by no means to be held as 
adiBtttiog, but as merely granting for the sake of argument, the 
. piesstble existence of that species of emahation, or exhalation, 
ârom the Animtu Muàdi, of which 1 ha?e made mention. I 
appeal to you, Coi^el Desborongh, who are his excellency's 
relation, to you. Colonel Everard, who hold the dearer title 
of his fricnd, whether I ha?e oiremited my zeal ip his behalf.'* 

Everard bowed, at this pause, but Desborough gave a more 
complète authenticatioo. *' Nây, I can bear witness to that. 
1 bave seen'when you were willing to tie hb points of brush 
bis cloak, or the Hke— and to be treated thus uqgratefuUy'^ 
smd gudgeone^ of the opportùnities which hisid been given 
you 

'* It Is not fbr that,^' said Bl^on, waving his hand grâce* 
fuUy. ^*You dô me wrong, Master Desboroogb— yoii do 
indeéd, kind sir— although you know I meant it not— No, str, 
no partial considération of private interest prevuled on me to 
undertake this charge. It was conferred on me by the Par- 
liament of Ëngland, in whose name this war commeoced, and 
by the Council of State, who are the consenratow of Bt^àûd's 
liberty. And the chance (pid serene hope pf servïag the 
country, aie confidence tM 1;»»^ you, Bfaster Deefoototq^b, 

Vol. I. R 
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and jou, worthy General Havrisoo— superior, as t am^ to ail 
selfiah considérations — to which I am sure you also, good 

'Cplonel Éviêrard, woul4 bave been superior, had jou been 
named in tbis Commission, as 1 would to Heayen yoa liad— I 

. say, .tbe hope of serying the countnr» wilh the aid of such 
respectable associâtes, one and ail of tbem— as well as y ou, 
Colonel Everard, supposing you to bave been of the number, 
induced me to accept of tbis opportunity, whereby I migbt, 
gratuitously, with your assistance, render sa much adrantage 
to our dear mother the CQmmonwealth of Ëngland. Such Was 
iny hope — my trust — my ^confidence. And now cornes my 
Lord Générales warrant^Q dissolve the authority by which we 
are enti^led to act. Gentlemen, I aàk tbis honourable meeting, 
i[with ail re.«peQt to bis Ezcellency,) whether bis commission 
De paramoont to that from which he himself directly holds his 
commission ? No one will say so. 1 ask whether he bas 
clitpbed ioto the seat from which the late Man descended, or 
hath. agréât seal, or means to proceed by prérogative in such 
a case ? 1 cannot see reason to believe it, and therefore 1 must 
resist such doctrine. 1 am in your judgment, my brave and 
honourable colieagnes ; but, touching my own poor opinion, 1 
feel myself under the unhappy necessity of proceeding in our 
commission, as if the interruption hàd not taken place ; with 
this addition, that the Board of Sequestrators shoçld sit 
by dày, at this same Lodge of Woodsfock, but that, to recon- 
cile the minds of weak brethren, who may be afflicted by 
superstitions rumours, as well as to avoid any practice on our 
perspns by malignants, who, I am convinced,.are busy in tbis 
neighbourbood, we should iremove ourBittings after sunset to 
the George. Inn, in the neighbouring borough." 

'* Good master Bletson," replied Colonel Everard, '* it i.s 

mot for me to reply to you ; but. you ipay know in what charac- 
ters this army of England and their Qenerals write their au- 
thority, 1 fear me the annotation on this precept of the Gene- 
ral, will be expressed by the march of a troop of horse from 
Oxford to see it executed. I believe there are orders, oat for 
that efifeçt ; and you know by late experienc^j that the soldier 
will obey his General equally against King and Harliament^' 

'* That obédience is conditional,'* said Harrison, starting 
fiercely up. **Know*st thpu not, Markham Everard, that l 
hatrè followéd the man Cromwell as close as the buU-dog fol- 
lows bis Master?— -and so I will yct;~«but I Bm no spaniel, 

' either to:be beaten, ôr to bave the, food I l^ave^araed spatched 
frofli^kpe, as if I were aT vile cur^ Whpse wag^ are. a Yvhitppiog) 
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«ind free leavc to wcar my own skin. I looked, amongst thé 
threc of as, that we might honedtly, and piously, and wîth àd- 
▼antage to the Commonwealth, bare gained out of this commia- 
sion three, or it may be five tbonsand pounds. And docs 
Cromwell imagine I wiil part with it for a rough word ? No 
man goeth a warfare on bis own charges. He that serves the 
altar mast live by tbe altar — and the saints mnst bave means to 
provide them with good harness and fresh horses against the 
nnsealingand the poaring forth. Does Cromwell tbink I am 
80 mach of a tame tiger as to permit him to rend from me at 
pleasure the misérable dole he bath thrown me ? Of a surety 
I will resist ; and tbe men wbo are hère, being chieây of my 
owQ régiment-— men who ^ait, and wbo expect, with lamps 
barning and Joins girded, and each one bis weapon boiind upon 
bis tbigh, will aid me to make this bouse good against every 
assault — ^ay, ev en against Cromwell himself, untiî the latter 
coming — Selah ! Selah ! -" 

*• And ï," said Desbôrongh, «« will levy troops and protect 
your out-quarters, not choosing at présent to close myself up 
in a garrison^-— " 

' "And I," said Bletson, " will do my part, and bie me to 
town and4ay the matter before Parliament, arising in my place 
for that effect." .7 r 

Everard was little n^oyed by ail thèse threats. The only 
formidable one, indeed, was that of Harrison, wbose enthasiasm, 
joined with bis courage, and obstinacy, and character^among 
the fânatics of his owii principles, made him a dangerous ene- 
my . Before trying any arguments wîth the refractory Major*- 
General, Everard eudeavoured to moderStè his feelings, and 
threw sometbing in about tbe late disturbances. 
• *' Talk not to me of supernatural disturbances, young man 
— ^talk not to me of enemies in the body or out of the body. 
Am' I not tbe champion chosen and commissioned to éncouiiter 
and to conquei- the great Dragon, and tbe Beatît which cometh 
out of the sea ? Am I not to command the left wing, and two 
régiments of tbe centre, when the Saints shall encounter with 
,the countless légions of Gog and Magog ? I tell thee that my 
(lame i^ written onjhe sea of glass mingled with fire, and that I 
will keep^his place of Wbodstoçk against ali mortal men, and 
against ail de vils ^ wbether in field or chamber, in the forest or 
in the meadow, eyen tfil thé Saints reign io the fullness of theit 
glory.'* 

Everard saw it was thcn'time to prodûce two or three lines 
under CromwelFs haod, which he had received from the Qe* 
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nerali subfequently to the oomiouotcaiion through WUdmke. 
The informatioo thej contained calculated to alloy the dîsap- 
pointment of the Commisaionen. This docament assigoed as 
the reasoD of saperaediog the Woodstock Commîaaion^ that he 
ih^Dld probably propose t^ the Parliament to requirç the as- 
•ittaoce of penerat Harriaoïi» Colonel Desboroui^y and Mas- 
ter Bletson, the honoarable nember for Littlefaîtb, în a much 
greater matter, namelj, the disposîng of the royal property, 
aod disparking of the Kiog's forest at Windsor. So soon as 
this idea was atarted ail parties pricked up tbeir eara, and (heir 
drooping, and gloomy, smmI vindictive looks began to gîve place 
to courteoas smiles, and to a cbeerfulness, which laughed in 
theîr éyes, and turoed their moustaches upwards. 

Colonel Desborough acqoitted bis rîght honourable and ex- 
cellent cousin and kinsman of ail species of unkindness ; Mas- 
ter Bletson discovered, U)at the interest of the state was trebly 
concemed in the good administration of Windsor, more than 
in that of Woodstock. As for Harrison, he exclakned, with- 
out disgnise or hésitation, that the gleaning of the grapes of 
Windsor was better than the vintage of Woodstock. Thus 
speaking, the glance of his dark eye ezpressed as mucli 
triumph in the proposed earthly advantage,,as if it had net 
been according to his vain persuasion, to be shortly exchanged 
fçr his sbare ia the geoeml reign of the Millenium. His de- 
Itght, in short, resembled the joy of an eagle, who preys opon 
alamb^ia the eveaing with not the less relisb, because she 
descries a bundred thoasand meo aboat to join battle with day- 
break, and to give her an endless feast on the hearts and life- 
blood of the valiant^ 

Yet thoQgh ail agreed that they would be obedient to tbc 
Generars pleasure in this matter, Bletson proposed, as a pre- 
caultonary measure» in wbicji ail agreed, that they should take 
up tbeir abode for some time in the town of Woodstock, to 
wait for tbeir new commissions respecting Windsor \ and tbis 
upon the prudential considération, that it was best not to slip 
one kn<^ until another was first tied. 

Each commiftsioner, tberefore, wrote to Oliver individually, 
stating, in his own way, the depth and ]||^ight, length and 
breadth, of his attachment to faim. Each expreased himsdit' 
reselved to obey the Générales injonctions to the uttermost ; 
b«t with the aame scropol^us dévotion to the Parliament, each 
iband himself at a loss bow to lay down the commission in- 
rusted to Ihem by that body, and therefore felt bound in con- 
«ience to take up his resfd^e at the boroo^ of Woodstock, 



that hé might not seem to abandon the charge committéd to 
them, until thej shonld he calied to administrate the weigbtier 
matter of Wincbor, to which they expressed their wiUingneaa 
instaolly to dévote tbemselves, according to ^lis ExceUency*8 
pleasure. , 

Tfais was the gênerai style of therr Istters, varted by'tbe 
characteristic fioarishes of tbe writers. Djesborpngh, for ez- 
ampie, said something aboût the religiotis dnty of provtdingfor 
one's owo bousehold, only he blundered the text. Bletson 
wrote long and big words about the political obligation incum- 
bent on every member of the comjBip^t,yi on every penoii, to 
sacrifice bis. time and talents to the s/ecviciç, of hjiscountry. ;, 
whiJe Harnson talked of the litt^^^Sj of présent affairs, ia^ ' 
comparison of tbe appjoaching.ti^e;a^nd9,u;5 ch?^^ of ail tluy^gf ^ 
beneath tbe son. Bat altbough th,ç ga^nishing oi^ the yariouf. 
epistles was différent, the i^sult carne, tp the same, that the^ 
were de^erœined at least to keep sight of Woodstock miAû 
ihey were well assured of some bejtter and, more profitâb^. 
commission. 

Everard aiso wrote a letter in thç noçt grs^tefoLl temps to 
Cromwell, wbich would probahly havge been less warm had he, 
known more distinctly than bis foUoweT chpse to tell bim, tfe^. 
expcctation under wbich the wily General hafl granted hiç re- 
quest. He acquainted bis £xcellency w|tb[ bis purpose of co.p- 
tinuÎD^ at Woodstock, partly to assure biji^seif of tbe inptipns 
of thè, three Commissioqers, and io watch whether they did 
not again enter upop exécution qf the trust, which they ha^d 
for the présent renounced,— and partly to see that son^e eiL* 
traordinary circunastances, which h^ ^.H^ pl^ce in tbe I^^dg^, 
and which would douUtless tra^pspir^, w,ere not follpwed by anj 
explosion to the disturbance of tli^ i)ublic p^a^ce. He knew 
f as he. expressed himself) that hiç Excellency was sp lu^qh thé 
iriend of order, that he would rather disturbapççsi or insurrec- 
tions were prevented than punished ; and he co^jured the 
General to repose confidence in bis exertionç fpr tbe public 
service by every mo^e lyithin. bis pow.er. ; no^ W.^^ it wiU 
be observed, in what aense hia gen^rsd plejge might he ip- 
terpreted. 

Thèse lettçrs l»eing ma^e qp ipto a^p^ç^et, w^r^. fori^af^e.4 
to Windsor by a trooper, detacbed ou that ^f,i;a?|d.t 
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CfLAFTER XVII. 

W« do tbat in our zeal, 

Oar calmer moments are afraid to ansver. 

While the Commissionen were preparing to remove theni' 
selves from the Lodge to the inn at the borongh of Woodstock, 
with ail that Btate and biistle which attend the morements oi 
great persons, and especially of such to whom greatoess is'not 
entirely familiar, Everard beld some colloqny with the Pres- 
byterian clergyman, Master Holdeflougb, who had issaed from 
the apartment which be had occapied, as it were in défiance 
o.f the spirits by whom the mansion was snpposed to be dis- 
tarbed, and who^e pale cheek, and pensive brow, gave token 
that he had not passed thé night more comfor]tably than the 
other inmates of the Lodge of Woodstock. Colonel Everard 
having offered to procure the révérend gentleman some re- 
freshment, received this reply : — *' Tbis day shall I not taste 
food, saving that which we are assured of as snfficient for our 
sustenance, where it is promised that our bread shall be given 
us and our'water shall be sure. Not that I fast, in' the papisti- 
cal opinion that it adds to those merits, which are but an ac- 
cumulation of filthy rags ; bot because l hold it needful ibat 
no grosser sustenance should this day cloud my understanding, 
or render less pure and vivid the thanks I o#e to Heaven for 
a most wonderful préservation." 

"Master Holdenough/^ said Everard, "you are, ï know, 
))oth a good man and a bold one, and I saw you last night cour- 
ageously go upon your sacred duty, when soldters, and tried 
ones, seemed considerably alarmcd.'^ 

** Too courageous — too venturous," was Master Holden- 
tiough's reply, the boldness of whose aspect seemed complète- 
' ly to hâve died away» " We are frail créatures, Master 
Everard, and frailest then when we think ourselves strongest. 
Oh, Colonel Everard," he added aAer a pause, and as if the 
confidence was partly involuntary, ** I bave seen that which 1 
shall never survive !" 

*' You surprise me, reverçnd sir," said Everard ; — •• may ï 
reqnest you will speak more plainly ? I hâve heard some 



stories of this wild night, nay, bave wîtaessed étrange thingi 
myself ; but, metbinks, I woold be much interested in koovir* 
ing tbe nattire of yoiir disturbacce." / 

*' Str," saîd the clergyman, ** y ou afe adkcreet gCBtlemaD p 
and tbough 1 would not willingly tbat thèse beretics schisma- 
tics, BroivDÎsts, Ma^letonians, Anabaptigts, and so forth, bad 
SQC^ an opportunîty of triumpb, as my defeat in tbis matter 
would bave àfforded tbem, y et witb yoa, wbo bave been ever 
a faitfaful follower of our cborch» and are pledged to tbe gôod 
cause by tbe great National League and Covenant, surely I ' 
would be more open. Sit we dowo, tberefore, and let me call 
for a glass of pure water, for as yet 1 feel some bodily falter-^ 
ing ; tbottgb, 1 tbank Heaven, I am in mind resolute and com- 
posed as a merely mortal man may àfler such a vision. — They 
say, worthy Colonel, tbat looking on such tbings foretells, or 
causeis, speedy déatb — I know not if it be true f but if so, [ ' 

only départ like the tired sentinel when his officer releases 
him from his post; and glad dhall 1 be to close thèse wearied 
eyes against the sight, and shut thèse harassed ears against the 
croaking, as of frogs, of Antinomians, and Pelagians, and 
Socinians, and Arminians, and Arians, and Nullifidians, wbicb 
haye corne up into our England, like those âlthy reptiles into 
the house of Pharaoh." 

Hère one of the servants wbo bad been summoned, enter- 
ed with a tup of water, gazing at the same time in the face of 
tbe clergynàan, as if his stupid gray eyes were endeavouring 
<o read whattragic taie was written on his brow ; and shakiog 
his empty skull as be left the room, with the air of one wbo 
was praud of having discovered that ail was not exactly right, 
though he could not so well guess what it was tbat was wrong. 
Colonel Everard invited the good man to take some refresh- 
ment more génial than the pure élément, but be declined ; " I 
am in some sort a champion," he said ; *' and though I bave 
been foiled in the' late controversy with the enemy, still I bave 
my trumpet to give the alarm, and my sharp sword to smite 
withal ; tberefore, like the Nazarites of old, Iwill eat nothing 
that conàeth of the vine, neither drink wine nor strong drink, ^ 
until thèse my days of combat shall bave passed away." 

Kindly and rèspectfully the Colonel anew pressed Master 
Holdenough to communicate the events that bad befallen him 
on tfie précedmg night ; and the good clergyman proceeded as 
foHows, with that little characteristical touch of vanity in V 
narrative, vrhich naturally arose out of the part he bad pi? 
in tbe world, and the influence whtcb hé ha^ exeircised 
the rainds of others. 



<< I w«i a J0m% mvBi »t the Uaiverajtj of C|niiVri4se«" be 
mày " wkeii I was partiç«larly bottod ïd friendahip to^ a fellow- 
stiident» perhaps because we were esteeiped (though it. \9 VaiD 
lo mentiai» it) the mo9t hopefai BcboUraat oarcoUege { andso 
«qttaliy adyaneed, thaï it was dilfiçult, perhaps, to aay wbick 
waa tlMS greater proâcieot m bis sludies. Oaly our tutor, Mas- 
ter Pgrefoy, used tp saj that if my cooarad^ bad the ad vannage 
of me in gifts, I had the better of bim io graçe ; for he was 
attacbed to the profane learoi/ig of the clasaics, always .iinpro- 
âtable, often impiou» and impure ; and i had ligbt enpiigh to 
turo nny studies unto the saci^ed tongues. Âlso we difiiered in 
our opinions tooching the Church of Ëngland, for be held 
Arminian opinions, wilh Laud, and those who would connect 
cor ecdesiaatical establishment with the civil > and ipake the 
Church dépendent on the breath of an earthly man. In fine, 
he favoured Prelacy both in essentiaU and cérémonials ; and 
aUhough we parted with tenrs and embraces» it was to follow 
very différent courses He obtained a living, and became a 
great controyersial writer in'behalf of the Bishops and of the 
Court. 1 aiso, as is well known to y ou, to the best of my 
pooc abilities, sharpened my pen in the cause of the poor op- 
pressed people, who.«e tender consciences rejected the rites 
and cérémonies more beâtting a papistical than a reformed 
Church, and which, according to thé blinded policy of the 
Court, were enforced by pains and penalties. Then came tbe 
Civil War, and I — called thereunto by my conscience, and no- 
thing feariug or suspectiog what misérable conséquence^^ bave 
chanced, through the rise of thèse Independents-o^consented 
to leud my countenance and labour to the great work, by be- 
comiog çhaplain to Colonel Harrison's régiment. Not that I 
mingled, with carnal weapons, in the ûeld — which heaven dé- 
fend that a minister.of the altar shouid — but I preacbed ex- 
horted, and, in *time of need, was a surgeon, as well to the 
wounds of the body as o^ the souL Now, it fell towanls the 
end of the war, that a party of malignants had seized on a 
strong hoose in the shire of Shrewsbury, situated on a small 
island, advanced into a lake, and accessible only by a small and 
narrow causeway. From ^hence they made excursions, and 
vexed the country ; and bigh time it was to suppress them, so 
that a part of our régiment went to reduce them ; and I was 
requested to go, for tbey were few in number to take in so 
strong a place, and tbe Colonel judged that my exhortations 
would make them dq valiantly. And so, contrary tp my wont, 
1 went fûcth with them, ev§n tq tbe fiel^i wbere tJb^Q wat 
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valiant figbtîpg od both màeu. Nevertheie^ tbe maligpanU 
8hootiD|g^ their walUpieces at us, had so much \he advsDtage, 
that, after borstifig their gâtes wi|h a salvo of our çannon, Co- 
lonel Karrison ordered hie men to advAnce on tbe cause way, 
and try to earry tbe place by storm. Nalbeles^, aUboogh our 
men did valiaotly, advancing ia good order, yet bemggalled on 
every aide by tbe are, they at Jengtb feH ^nto disonler, and 
were ^etreatiog with much loss, Harrbon bimself Taliantly 
bringing op tbe rear, and defending theni as he could against 
tbe enemy, who sallied forlh in pursuit of tbem» tosmite them 
hip aod tbigh. Now, Colonel Everard, 1 am a man of quick 
and véhément temper by nature, tbougb better teaching than 
tbe old law bath made 100 oiild and patient aâ you now see me. 
I could not bear to see our Israélites âying before tbe Pbilis-, 
tines, so I rushed upon tbe causeway, with tbe Bible in one 
bapd, and abalberd, which 1 bad caught up, in tbe other^ and 
turnéd back tbe foreœost fugiti?eS) by ihreatening to strike 
Ibem down, pointing out to tbem, at tbe same time, a prie&t in 
bis cassock, as they cail it, who was amonglbe malignants, and 
asking tbem wbether they would not do as much for a true 
servant of heaven* as tbe onciFcumcised would for a prient of 
Baal. My words and strokes prevailed ; they turned at once, 
and sbouting .out, Down with Baal and his worsbippers l they 
charged tbe malignants so unexpectedly home, that they not 
only drove theiQ back into their bouse of garrisoo, but enter- 
ed it with tbem, as tbe phrase is, pell mell. 1 also was there, 
partly bufricd on by. tbe crowd, partly to prevail on our co- 
raged soldiers to givé quarter ; for it grieved my beart to see 
Christians and Englishmen hashed down with swords and gun- 
stocks, likecurs intbe street, when there is an alarm of mad 
dogs. In this way, tbe soldiers iighting and siaughterlng, and 
I calliîag upon tbem to stay their band, we gained the very roof 
of thé building,, whicb was in part leadod, and which, as to a 
last tower of refuge^ those of thé cavaliers, who yet escaped, 
had retiried. 1 was myself, I may say, foreed up tha narrow 
wioding staireasev by our soldiers, who ruahed on like dogs of 
cbase upon their {wey ; and when extricated from the passage, 
I found myself ia the midst of a horrid scena. The scattered 
defenders where, soroe lesisting witb the fury of despair ; 
some on their knees, imploring for cot&passion in words and 
tones to break a man's beart when be tbinks oa them ; some 
werç callip^ pn God for mercy ; and it was time, fpr man ba^ 
none. They were gtricken down, tbrust thr(Hig|h» âuDg &m^ 
tbe battlements ûito tbe bke ; a^d* the wild cries of tbe vic« 
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tors, mingled wîth the groans, shrieks, aod clamoars of tfae 
', vaoquished, made a sooDd so horrible, that only deatb can e- 
' rase it from my memory. And the men wl^o btitchered their 
fellow créatures thiis, were neither Pagans ffom distant savage 
lands, Dor ruffians, the refuse and off-scoorings of onr awn 
people. They were, in calm blood reasonable, nay, religions 
nicn, maintaining a fair repute, both heavenward and earth- 
ward. Oh, Master Everard, your trade of war shoold be fear- 
ed and avoided, since it cOnverts such men into wolvea to- 
wards their fellow créatures !" 

** It is a stern necessity,*' said Everard, looking down, " and 
89 such alone is justifiable— But proceed, révérend air ; 1 see 
Dot how this storm, an incident but e*en too fréquent on both 
stdcs during the late vnir, connects with the affair of last 

Dight/' 

** You shall hear anon," said Mr. Holdenough ; theh paused 
as one^who makes an effort to compose himself before continu- 
ing a relation, the tenorof which »igitated him with much vio- 
lence. ** In this infernal tomult," he resumed, "forsurely 
nothing on earth could so much resemble hell, as wben men 
go thus loose in mortal malice on their fellow-creatures, I 
saw the same priest whom I had distinguished on the cause- 
way, with one or two other malignants, pressed into a cor- 
ner by the assailants, and defending themselves to the last, as 
those who had no hope. I saw him — I knew hîm-^Oh, Colo- 
nel Everard!" 

He grasped Everard's hand with his own left hand, and 
pressed the pal m of his right to his face andforehead, sobbing 
aloud. 

** It was youT collège companion ?" said Everard, anticipât- 
ing the catastrophe. 

*' Mine ancient — mine only friend— with whoooi ! had spent 
the happy days of yonth ! I rushed forward — I struggled — 1 
entreated. But my eagemess left me neither voice por lan- 
guage ; ail was drowned in the wretched cry which I had my- 
self raised—Down with the priest of Baal— >Slay Mattan— slay 
him were he between the altars ! Forced over the battle- 
nients, but struggling for life, 1 could see him cling to one of 
those projections which are formed to carry the water from 
the leads — but they hacked at his arms and hands. I faeard 
the heavy fall into the bottomless abyss i)elow* Excuse me- 
I cannot go on." 

" He may hare esçapedi" 

"Oh| no, no, no— the tower was four stories in height. 
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£veQ ihose who ^rew themselyeç înto (he lake from the 
1oiy4f ifitido9VS,.to escape by swimmiog, bad no safety ; for 
mounted troopers on the shore caught the saine blood-thirsty 
htimoiir'wbieh had seized the stormiDg party,gallopped aroupd 
the margm.of the lake, and shot those who were strugglin/i; for 
life in the water, or eut them down as they «trove to get to 
iaod, They were ail eut off and destroyed. Oh! may the 
blood shed an that day remain silent 1 Oh ! that the earth 
may receive it in her recesses ! Oh ! that it may be mingled 
for eyer with the dark watere of tj)at lake, so that it,may n^ver 
cry for vengeance against those whose anger was tierce, and 
who slaughtered in their wrath! And, oh! may the erring 
man be forgiven who came into their assembly, and lent"* his 
voice to encourage their cruetty. Oh ! Albany, my brotber, 
my brother— 1 hâve lamented for thee even as David for 
Jonathan !" 

The good man sobbed aloud, and so much did Colonel Eve- 
rard sympathize wi^h his émotions, that he forbore to presfl 
him upon tbe subject of his own curiosity until the full tide of 
remorseful passion had for the time abated. It was, however, 
tierce and agitating, the more $o, perhaps, that indulgence in 
strong mental feeling of any kind was foreign to the severe and 
ascetic cbaracter ôf tbe man, and was therefore the more over- 
pdwering wheii it had once surmounted ail restrainls^ Large 
tears âowed down the trembling features of bis thin, and usu- 
ally &te];n»or at.least austère countenance ; be eagerly return- 
ed tbe compression of Ëverard^s hand, as if thankful fpr the 
sympathy which the caress implied. 

Presjçntly aller, Master Koldenough wiped his eyes, with- 
drew his hand gently from that of Ëverard's, shaking it kindl^ 
as they parted, and proceeded with more composure : *^ For- 
give methis burst of passionate feeling, worthy Colonel. I am 
coDsciousit little betomes a man of my clotb, who should b0 
the bçarer of çonsolî^tion to others, to give lyay in. mine éwn 
personto an extrçmity of grief, weak at least, if indeed it is 
sinful ; for what i^re .we, that we should weep and murmur 
toucbing that which is permitted ? Qut Albany was to me as 
a bf othçr*: The happiest days of my life, ère my Call to 
mingte myself in' the . strife of the land had awakened me to 
my dutîes, were spept in his company. 1 — but 1 will make the 
r^t of my story short." Hère he drew his ch^ir close to 
ths^t of Everard, apd spoke in a solemn and mysteri'ous tone af 
voice* almost lowered to a whisper— "l saw hiqa last nigbt." 

« Saw Wm— saw whom ?*' «^id Èv^rard, ' " Can you. mean 
the persoû whom* 
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<(\rfaoai I saw so rathkssly filaiightered,'' sald the olerçy- 
miiD. '* My aocîeDt collège-friand, Joseph Âlbanj.*' 

« M«8ler HoidenoQgb« yoor eloth and yoar cbaracter alike 
must prerent your jestiog on stich a ratiject as tbis.^^ 

«< Jestiog !'* answered Holdenoagh ; '* I wonld as Éotm jest 
OB osy death-bed v as soon jest upoD the Bible.^' 

*< But yoQ nrast ba?e been deeei^ed," anawèred Everard, 
bastily ; '* this tragîcal story oecessarîly eften returna to your 
miod, aod In tbe moments when tbe imagination oFercomeâ 
the évidence of the outward sensés, your fancy most hâve 
presented to yoa an nnreal appearance. Notbing more likeiy > 
when tbe mind is on tbe stretcb aher sometbing supernatural) 
than tbat the imagination shonld snpply the place with a chi- 
mera, while tbe over-excited feelings render it difficult to dis- 
pel the delusion." 

*' Colonel Everard," replied Holdenoagh, with aasterity, 
** in dîscharge ef my duty I mast not fear the face of man ; 
and, therefore, I tell you plainly, as 1 haFve dene befofe with 
more observance, tbat when you bring your cAmal leaming 
and jodgment, as it is too mttcli>your nature to do, to investi- 
gate the hidden things of anoyier worid, you might^as wdl 
measure with tbe palm of your band the waters àt tbe Ists. 
Indeed, good air, you «rr in this, and gâte men too mucb pre- 
(eœe to cottfound yéur bonoun^le name with witch-advocates, 
free-tbinkers, and atbeists, even with sucb as this man Blet- 
000, who,if the discipline of tbe chnrch hed its handa sirength- 
eoed, as it wae in tbe beginning of Ihe great cooflict, would 
bave been long ère now cast out of tbe pale, «sa delivered 
over to tbe punishment of the flesh, tbat his spitit BHgbt, if 
possible, be y et saved." 

*< You mistake, Mastèr Holdenoagh,'* •aid<!^<^0oai Gérard; 
<* I do not deny the existence of sucb pretenMÉendvisitetions, 
because I cannot, and dare not, raise 4he voice of my own 
opkion against tbe teatimony of âges, 9«pporteâ by sucb leam- 
ed men as yoursdf. Nevertbetess^ though I grant the ppssi- 
bility <^8uch things, I bave scarce yet hMird of an instaiice in 
my daya so well fortified by évidence, tbat I eould at once aod 
distinctly say, this must bave happened by anpaniàtural agency , 
and not otberwiae." 

<• Hear then, what I bave to tell,^' laid the divine, <« on the 
faith of a man, a Obriatian, and wbi^ is mora, a terrant of our 
Holy Church ; and therefore, tbou|^ unwortby, an ifAÎet énd 
a teaober ' among Chriattaas. I had taken niy post yeeter 
«▼«ning io Ibe bfdf-iumîabed «partaient, wberernliaiig^'R huge 
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mirror, which might hâve served Ooliah of Oatfa té iiare ad< 
mired himself in, when clothed frpm head to foot in hïs brazetf 
armour. I the rather chose this place, because they informed 
me it was the nearest habitable room to the gallery, in which 
they saj yoo had bçen yourself assailed that evening by,the 
Eyil One. Was it so, I pray you V* 

*' 6y some one with no good intentions I was assailed in that 
apartment. So far,'* said Colonel Everard, " yôù were cor- 
rectly informed.? 

** Well I chose my post as well as I might, even as a resolved 
gênerai approaches his camp, and casts np bis mound as nearly 
as he can to the besieged city. And, of a truth, Colonel Eve- 
rard, if I felt some sensation of bodily fear, — for even Elias^ 
and thé prophets who commanded the éléments, had a portion 
in our frail natore, much more soch a poor sinful being as 
mjrself-^et was my hope and my coarage high ; and I thoughf 
of the texts whicb 1 might use, not in the wicked sensé o^f 
periapts, or spells, ta the biinded' Papists employ them, toge- 
ther with the sign of the cross, and other frnitless fbrms, but 
as nonrishing and supporting that true trust and confidence in 
tbeblessed promises, being the true shield of faith wherewith 
the fiery darts of Satan may be withstood and queeched. And 
tbus armed and prepared, I sate me down to read, at theiamè 
time to Write, that I might compèl my mind to attend to thoSe 
subjects which became the situation in which I was plàced, at( 
pre^enting any unlicensed excursions of the fancy, and leaving 
no room for my imagination to brood ovér idle fears« So I 
methodized, and wrote dowh what I thought meet for the time, 
and peradventure some hungry soûls may yet profit by the , 
food which I then prepared." 

" It was wiseîy and worthily dôné, good and révérend sir,^' 
repïied Colonel Everard : •• I pray you to proceed." 

*' While I was thus employed, çir, and had been upon the 
matter, for about threé hours, bot yielding to weariness, a 
strange thrilling came over my sensés, and the lai^e and old- 
fasbioned apartment seemed to wax lai^er, more gloomy, and 
more cavçrnotis, while the air of the night grew more cold and 
chiH ; I know not if it was that the fire began to decay, ôr 
whether theré coaieth before such things as were th^n about 
to happén, a breath and atmosphère, as it were, of terror, as 
hh saith, in a well-knowfi passage, ' féaj* came upon me, and 
trembling, which raCade my boires to shase ;' and there was a 
tio^ing Doise in my ears, and a dizziness ki^my brain, so that 
1 felt Itke thoie who call for aid when tbere*is no dangei", and ' 

YoL. u S . 



194' * WIHMMNKOb. 

wiÉ ev«ti pTOfBlytedl t» §•«, irfaen I saw no mie to (iiif^tte. It 
wa^then tfaat sonething see«e<l to pas» bebmd me, cssliog a 
rcffiection od the grteaÉrioîrror before wkkb I bad placed my 
wiitiMs^table^ and wWeb I taw by asaiataiice of tfoe great stand- 
ing îigbt whicb* was dien in front of the glaaa. Aiid I looked ap, 
and I saw in the glass distînctiy the appearanee of a man — as sure 
as thèse words issne from my rao.otfa, it was no other than the 
same Joseph Albany**«-the eompanion of my youth — he whom 
1 had seen precipitated down the battlements of Clidesthrongh 
Castle into the deep lake belov.'^ 

»« What did yoQ do ?'^ 

*' it saddèoly rnsbedon my mind," said the dtTtne, *^ that 
the stokal philosopher AthODodonis had eloded the horrors of 
SQoh is rision by patie&tJy porsuing bis studtes ; and it shot at 
the same time across my- mnid, that 1, a Christian dirîne; and 
a Steward of the itysteries^ had less reason to fear eW^ and 
beiter matter on which to employ my thoughts, than was pos- 
sessed by a Heathen, wbo was blinded even by bis own wis- 
dom4. So» inslead of betraying any' aiarm, or even Inmii^ my 
bead aroUnd, I porsaed my . writiag, but with a beating heart, 
I admit, and with athrobbiog. hand." 

'* if yoo coiild Write at ail.'' said the Colonel, << with snch an 
impression on yùnw mind, yon may take the bead of the Elng^h 
aroqr for. dauntless résolution.'' 

** Our conrsge js not our own. Colonel," said the dtyîoe, 
''and not as oor» shoold it be vaunted of^ And again, when 
yoa f^eak of tbisiBtraoge vision as an impression on my ikncy, 
and not a reality obfioas to my sensés, let me tell y on once 
more, yoor woridl^y wisdom is bnt fooUshness tooohing the 
things that are not worldly." 

« Did you net loolf again nipon tiie aûrror ?" said the 
Colonel. 

*• 1 did, when I had copied ont the comfortoble text, « Thou 
shalt treajd down S^tan under thy feet.' " 

** And what ndîd you then see 1^ 

" The r^ction of the same Joseph Albany," said Holde- 

noqgb, ♦' passing slowly as from bebind my chair, the same in 

' member and linéament that I had known him jn bis yonth, ez- 

cepting that his cheek had the marks of the more adranced âge 

at which he died, and was very pale^" 

'• What did you,then ?" 

" l tnrned from the j^lass, and plainly saw^thd^^iire Which 
made the reâection in the mirror retrea^ng towards tfae door, 
slQw^b^tfrith a glidîngsleady paoo. Hta»ned-again,o<»tftA,nor 
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wlnanlttrlk^doer, mrà i^^ flinwed Bnsltsçale^^ifia^.coiiii- 
tenaoce» before it disappeared. But heveil ieft Ihe roott, «abe- 
ther liy Ûie door, «r atheiiMrise, ay^apirilawere too mkichhur- 
riedto raauurk evaeUy ; uat hiare Ibaa&^le, by aoy^E»ctof 
recollectiOD, distinctly to remtwkerJ^ :*> . 

** TJits »'a 6tr8iifei«nd, aa ooom^^ron yoo» a npfi^xce)* 
leotly wall-^rftested appaiiltoD^" antweMd ËTerard. ''^Atid 
yet, ifaster Uolëenough, if the otiMr workd bas beaD aetoally 
displayed, m yan apprabeod, and iwill aot dispute tiiê passi* 
bitity , ass«r^ yoai^elf, tbere are also «ioked men GoaeeiMâ 
in thèse Biacbioatioiis. 1 myself iiave midergODe semé Ten* 
ceatres mkh TÎaitaiiès who possassed ëodily «trengtb, and yrore» 
1 aok sare, earthly weapons.'' 

'« Oh, itoobtless, doçhUess,'' replied Master Hbldenoagh ; 
" Beebebab lares to charge with' herse aod foot mîagled, as 
was tbe fashion of tbe old Scotch gênerai, David LesUe. He 
has bis devils in the bedy as well^as bis devils disembodied» 
aad oses the oae ^o support and back the other." 

<^ Jt oii^ be as y on say, révérend >fir/^'an8werèd Ihe Colo- 
nel. ** Bat wbit de yoa adnse ia tais case i" 

^* For tbat 1 most consnk vitb ny bretfaren," said' ^ di- 
vine ; ^* aod if there be bot Ieft in aar beftSers- fi ve ministers 
of the trae kirh^ we will ohaf||e- Satan^ iftfaU body, and y«a 
shsdl aee whether we hâve net pawer e^rer htm lo resist t^l 
be shall'flee from Os. Bat failing that gbostSy armament 
against thèse strange and «nearthly janemîes, triily Irecom- 
mend, that as a hoase of witchçraft' and abomination» thts pbl- 
lotadden of ancienttyranny and prostitotion^shonld be tûtally 
consoined by fire, lest âatan, establisbîng «bis head-quarters SQ 
mach to his mind» shoald find a garrison and a fastness from 
fvhich he might sally forth to infest4he whote neighbôarbood. 
Certain it is,. that I wonld recommend to do Christian sou) to 
inbabit the maasion ; and, if deserted; it woeld become a place 
for wizards to play their pranks, and witches to establish their 
Sabbath, and tbosewho, like Demas, go about afler the wealth 
of this world, seekiag for gold aodsilver to practise spells and 
charms to the prejadice of the soûls of the covetous. Trust 
nae, therefoie, \t were better that it were spoiled and broken 
dofvn, aot leaving oae stoae upon^another.'* 

*^ 1 say nay to that, my good-'friend," said the Colonel ; 
«*lbrthe Lord-Geperal hath peranitted, by his license, my 
motber's brother, Sir Henry Lee, aad his family, to return 
ioto the bouse of his fathers, being indeed the oaf^ roof under 
which he^ huA any chance of abtaîfiiog shelter for fais ^y 
hmrs,''' 
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«< Aiid iras diis doue by jour adfice, DbrfelHn Everard r* 
iâid the divioe, aotterely. 

" Certaînly it wm," retuitied the Colonel. ^' And wbere- 
fove should l aot ezert my inliiieDce to obUdn a place of refoge 
for the brother of my motber ?" 

«' Î^QW, aK^iire as thy sonl Jiveth,'' answered the presbyter, 
f* ï had belieyed this from no toogae bat ttoié owd. Tell 
ne, was it not this very Sir Henry Lee, who, by the.lbrce of 
his bnffcoats and greei^erkins, enforced the Papist Laic's order 
lo remo¥e the alUir to the eastera end of the cfaurch at Wood- 
stock ? — and did not he swear by his beard, tbat he woald 
hang in the very street of Woodstock whoever «bookl deoy to 
drink to the Kîog's health ?-^and is not his hand red witb the 
biood of the saints ?-HiQd hath ^here beea a raffler in the 
field for prelacy and high prérogative more apmit^^ble or 
fiercer ?'' 

. " Ail this may bave beeii as you say, good Master Holde- 
noagh," answered the Colonel ; '* bot my oncle is now old 
and feeble, and hath searce a single foUower remiûoing, and 
bis daughier is a being whom to Iode apon n^ooM cnake the 
ttemest weep for pity ; a being who— " 
. '* Who ifi dearer to Éverard," said Holdenongfa, t* tlmn his 
good naine, his faith to bis friends, his dnty to bis religion ; — 
this- is no time to speak witb sugared lips. The paths in which 
you tread are dangeroos. Ton are striying to raise the pa- 
pistical candiestick which Heaven in ils justice remoTed oat 
of its place— to bring back to this hall of sorceries Ihose 
▼ery sinners who are bewitched withtfaem. Itwill not permit 
the land to be abused by tbeir witchcrafts. They shall not 
corne hilher." 

He spoke this witb véhémence, and striking his stick against 
the ground ; and the Colonel, very much dissatisfied, began 
to express himself haiightily . in retorn. ** You had better 
coDsider yoùr power toaccomplishyour threats, Master Hold- 
enough," he said, •• before you orge them so pereniptorily." 

'* And hâve I not tire power to bind and to loose?" said the 
clergyman. 

*Mt. is a power little available, save over thoseof yonr own 
church«" said Everard» witb a tone something contemptaooF. 

** Take heed— take heed," said the divine, who, thoiigh an 
excellent, was, as we hâve elsewhere seen, an irritable man. 
** Do not insnit me | but think honourably of thé messeoger, 
fQT thé sake of Him whose commission he carries. Do 
iiot, I say, defy me— I am boond to discharge my daty, were 
it to the displeasing of my twin brother.'' 



" I caa iee mamght ywr éSm ihtm 4<^ 4» ia Vm^Mt^^f'" 
«aîd Colonel Ë7€rard ; ** and l^iOttimy «ide,i«ÎFe ^^ou «vEan^i^ 
aot io attempt lo meddle beyo&d j^onrioominMoii." 

** Right^-you hoâd me alroady io ibç^e^ fnibmîfleiye es «lae #f 
jour graïadien," replied llie cleq^yma^r Us acote feittares 
trembitac ^*^^ * sease ef iodi^^, a^ as fevearlo ^gitale his 
gray hair ; ^' bat bewaise, Bic, 1 am {oat «o powarieaa as you 
•api^ose. I wUl iovoke every true Chitetiàa io WaodMiOck lo 
gird iip hta loins, and retîat Uie DeaikfffattAD of ^ptelocy, oppuMt- 
siûo, aad «lalîgoaocy withia oiir.bf^rdfmk .1 «rlU M6f iip Uie 
wralh of the fighteom ai^inst the .oppraaaor ^ tibe lebara^fîte'^ 
the £doflaite--aDd agaioftt liis^raice, andiagaiioit those^hoaul»- 
poct and encourage him to i^ar qp bw hom. . 1 will caU aloiid* 
and 4pare noU aà aroots tbe oaany wboae lpy« ,hatb wancd 
cold, and the multitude who care (ù/r none of thèse things. 
There ahall be a remnant.to listen to i»e.} and J will tdc« tbe 
stick of Joaepli, whicb was in the hand vof £phraim,aiid go 
down to cleanse this place of witobes («nd sorcerars, and «f 
enchantments, and will cry and ioxbovt; sayiog^-Will you 
plead for Baal?— will you serve bim ? .Nay, take tbe :pro» 
pbets of Baal— let not a.œan escape/' 

''Maater Holdenough, Master ^HoUanougb,'' said Colonel 
Ëyerard, with much inipatienoe, ^*'by tbe.tale yoarsetf lojd 
me, yoj] ha^e exhorted qpon thattext once .toaoflen alraady.'^ 

The old naan strockJhis païen forcibly ag9iB8t;hisforebeiEid9 
and fell baçk into a chair as thèse .words were uttex^d, as^ad- 
denîy, and as much without power of résistance, as îf ,the 
Colonel had ôred a pistol.throjighiùs.head. Instant^ i^ret- 
ting the reproach which he bad^snffered to escape bim in im 
impatience, £verard bastened tOîapalogize,.aodito offerevery 
conciliatory excuse, however .'innonsUleni* wbich • oocuvred to 
him on the moment, fiut the old iOian was toO(deaply affeot- 
ed—he. rejected bis hand, lent no ear to ,wh^t .he said, and 
ônally started up, ss^ing sternly, '* Yo» hâve abused my con* 
ûdence, sir— abased it viiely, to.tuvnJt into.my Jivm reproach: 

had l been a man of the sword, you dared not ^Eut «i^oy 

yoor triomph, sir, over an old: man, and your father's fr^nd— 
«trike at the wonnd bis imprudent con&denca showed you." 

" Nay, my worthy and excellent friend," said the Colonel— 

" Friend l" answered ihe old man» starting up?-** We arç 
Xoes, ùv— foBs now,.And &!r OYisr !" 

So sayii^;, and'Stacting fxom the seat into wbich be had 
cather faUen than tbrown:bimself) he ran outof theioom wilh 
a p«6cipitation of fitep.wbtcb he waat^t to nie vypton occasioi» 
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of irritable fe^iiag, and which wat ce^taiiify aum eager tliaii 
digpifiad, «apadally as be nrattered wbiie berao, and aeeaiiéd 
as if ha were ke^fNog vp hta own pastioD, by reoovutng orer 
and orar tbe ofleaea wÛch h€f biad receÎTed. 

«« Sob H' aaid CoIomI Ërerard, *< an^ tbere waa Bot strîfe 
anoogb batvreeD wint mcle and. tbe peopie of Woodstock al« 
ready^ bat 1 mmt needi increase it, by cbafiog tbia irritable 
aad quicktteaftpered old man, eager as I knew bim to be in bia 
ideas of eboreh goverMBent, and ttiff in bis f»rejodiees respect- 
ing ail ifbo disent from biin 1 Tbe mob ef Woodstock will 
ris ; £(or Âoog^ be wovld not get a score of tbem to stand by 
bim in any bonest or ioteUigpble parpose, yet let bim cry bavoc 
and destractioUf , and I will warrant be bas IbUowers enow. 
And my oncle is eqnally wild and- nnpersiiadable. For tbe 
vaine of ail tbe estate be ever had, be wou)d not idlow a score 
of tfoopers to be quarted in tbe bouse for defence ; and if he 
be alone» or bas but Joceline to stand by bîm, be wili be as 
sure to fire npon tbose wbo oome to attack tbe Lodge, as if be 
bad a hundred aien in garrison ; and tben wbat can cbance but 
danger and bloodsbed ?" 

Tbis pragress of melancboly anticipation was intermpted 
by tbe retum of Master Holdenongb, wbo, hurrying into the 
room, witb.thesame precipitate pace at wbich be bad left it, 
rau straight ap to tbe Colonel, and said-r*' Take my band, 
Markbam-^take my bad bastily ; for tbe old Adam is wbiaper- 
iug at my beart, tbat it is a disgrâce to bold it eztended so 
long." 

'* Most beartily do 1 reçoive yoar hand,my vénérable friend," 
said Ëverard, ** and 1 trnst in sign pf renewed amity."^ 

'* Surply, surely--*-" said tbe divine, shakipg bis band kind- 
ly ; '* tbou haat, it is trne, spoken bitterly ; but tboa bast spok- 
en tnitb in good time ; and I tbink— though your words were 
seyere-T-witb a good and kindly purpose. \ Verïiy, and of a 
truth, it w^e sinful in me again to be basty in provoking 
violence, remembering tbat whicb yoo bave upbraided me 
with r" 

'< Ëisrgive mç, goçdÀf aster Holdenongb," said Colonel £ve- 
rard, '/ it was a basty word ; I meant not in serions eamest te 
upbraid.W 

*;Peace, 'JE pray yon, peace," said tbe divine; ••! say, 
tke a^usion to tbat wbicb yôn bave moit ju$tèy npb^ded 
me with-thougb the charge aroosed tbe.gall of the Old 
Mao wiChin me, the inward tempter beiog ever on tbe 
watch to l^rii^ustobis bire--^gkt, insteadof being resented. 



to bave beeo âckoairledged by me as a favottr, for so are 
tbe woimds of a frieiid termed faithful. \né sorely, ,i wha 
hâve by oae tinbappy ezhortatioD to battle and strife^ sent tiie 
living to tbe dead^-end tfear brougbt back eveii tbe dead 
amoi^ tbe liViiig — sfaould now^stady peace and good will, and 
réconciliation of différence, leaviog punishment tOjthe Great 
Bei^ whose laws are broken, and vengeance to Him wbo bath 
said, I will ^pay it/^ 

Tbe old man*8 mortified featnres ligbted ap with a bnmble 
contfdence as be made 'tbis acknowledgment ; and Colonel 
Eyerard» wbo knew tbe coastitntional infirmities, and tbe 
èarly préjudices of professional conséquence and excitisive 
party opinion, wbicb he mnst bave sabdaed ère arrivingat sncb 
a tone of candôar, bastened to express bis admiration of bis 
Cbristian cbarity, miingled witb reproacbes on bimself for 
faaving so deeply injnred bis feelings., 

" Tbtok not of it— tbink not of it eigcellent yoqng man," 
said * Holdenongb ; '* we bave botb erred— I in safiering my 
zeal to ontron my cbarity, y on, perbaps, in pressing bard on 
an oki and peevisb mao, wbo had sq lately poafed ont bis sof- 
ferings into yonr friendly bosom. Be it ail /orgotten. Let 
your friends — if tbey are i^ot deterred by wbat bas bappened 
at tbis manor oï Woodstock-^resnme their habitation as soon 
as tbey will. If they can protect tbemselvcs against tbe 
powers of tbe air, belleve me, tbat if 1 cab prevent it byaught 
in roy power, tbey sbalt bave no annoyance from eartbly neigh- 
bours ; and assure yourself, good sir, that my voice is still 
wortb sometbing^ with tbe wortby Mayor, and tbe good Alder- 
men, and tbe better sort of bouse-keepers op. yonder in 
tbe towi^ aitbougb tbe lower classes are blown about with ' 
every wind of doctrine. And yet-farther be assured, Colonel, 
that should your œotiier's brother. Or any of bis family, learn 
that they bave taken up a rash bargain in returning to this un- 
happy and unbaliowed bouse, or should they ûiyl any qualms 
in their bwn bearts and (Consciences which require a ghostly 
comforter, Nebémiah Holdenough will be as muçb at their 
commaod by night or day, as if they had been bred up withia 
tbe boly piaJe of the church in wbicb he is an unworthy min- 
ister ; and neither the awe of wbat is fearful to be sefen with* 
in tbese walls, nor bis knowledge of their blinded and carnal' 
State, as bred^ up onder a prelatic dispeûsation, sball prevent 
him doing what lies in bis poor abilities for their protection 
and édification." 
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«* I feel àll-th« Ibree of jo>ir kMnew, M9er«id^îr," saiid 
Colonel Everard, *' but I do not tbick it likely that mgr encte 
f^ni gîve yoQ trouble od eicher score, de b a mwi -miich ac- 
castomed to be bis own protector io temporal danfer, aad in 
spiritual deuèts to trust to bis own pvajrers aedvtbflM of bis 
Cborcb." 

«* 1 trust 1 bave not beea superflaeus in offeriogmine assk- 
tance," said tbe old man, soraetbîog jealoos tbat fais proffered 
spiritual Aid bad beeo beld ratber intrusire. ** 1 aek pardon if 
tbat is tbe case — I burably ask pardoD<*-4 would aot wilUn^y 
be superfluous." 

Tbe Colonel bastened to appease tbis new alaim of tbe 
watchful jealoosy of bis conséquence, wbiob, joined witb a 
'natural beat of temper whicb becoald oot always sabdue, fFere 
tbe good man's only faults. 

Tbey bad regained tbeir former fnendly footing, wben Ro- 
ger Wildrake retumed from tbe bot of Joceline, aod wbisper- 
ed bis master tbat bis embassy bad been sucoeasfuL Tbe 
Colonel tben addressed tbe divine, and inibrmed bim» tbat as 
tbe Commissioners bad already gtven up Woodtelock» and as 
his uncle, Sir Henry Lee, proposed to return to tbe Lodge 
aboot noon, be would, if ,bis révérence pleaçed, attend bîÉn up 
to tbe borougb. 

** Will yoa not tarry," said tbe re?erend man, with some- 
tbing like inqu^ittve^apprebension in bis voice, ^* to welcome 
your relatives upon tbeir retom to tbis tbeir bouse ?'* . 

** No, my good friend,*' said Colonel Ërerard ; /< tbe part 
whicb 1 bave taken in.tbese unbappy broils-^perbaps aiso the 
mode of worsbip in whicb 1 bave been educated — bave so pre- 
judiced oie in mine uncle's opinion, tbat I must be for some 
time a stranger to bis bouse and famiiy." 

*' Indeed ! 1 rejoice to hear it, witb ail my heart and sool," 
said tbe dtjine* ** Excuse my frankness— 1 do indeed r^'oice, 
I had thonght-«*nomatter what I bad tbought, I would not agaio 
give offence. But truly tbougb the maidea batb a pleasant 
featore, and he, as ail men say, is in buman -tbings unexcep- 
tionable,— ^yet — ^^but 1 give you pain— in sootb I will say no 
more unleas you ask , my sincère and unprejudiced advice^ 
which you «bail command, but whicb i will not press Ofi you 
fuperâuousiy. Weud we to tbe borougb togetber— ^e.plea- 
sant solitude of Uie forest may dispose us to open oor b^rts 
to each other." 

Tbey dtd wdk up to tbe little town in company, and some- 
what to Master Holdènoogb's surprise, the Colonel» though 



tbejr talked on various «nbjecU, dtd doI request of huo aoy 
gbostijr adrîce on tl^e subject of bis love to bis fatr cousin^ 
wbile,, greatly beyood tbe expectation^of tbe soldier, tbe 
clergyman kept bis Word, and, in bis own phrase, was aot so 
aaperfluoQS as to offer upon so délicate a point bis anasked 
coansel. 



CHAPTER XVlII. 

Then are the baroies gone — Yet ère wc perch 
Where Fuch foal oirds hâve roosted, let ue cleanse 
The foui obecenity they've lefl béhind thedi. 



t^gtunemtlon. 



Tbe embassy of Wiidrake bad been snccessfol, cbieify 
tbrougfa the médiation of the Episcopal divine, whon^ ive for* 
merly foand acting in tbe cbara€(er of cbaplain to the familj, 
and wbose voice bad great iofiuence on many accounts with ils 
master. 

Aiîttle before bigh noon, Sir Henry Lee, with bis small 
bousehold ivas again in nncballenged possession of their old 
apartonents at tbe Lodge of Woodstock ; and tbe combined 
ezertions of Joceline Jollifife, of Phœbe, and of old Joan, were 
enàpioyed in pntting 'to rigbts wbat the late întruders bad left 
in great disoitler. 

Sir Henry Lee bad, like ail persons of qoality of that period, 
a love of order amounting to précision, and Mt, like a fine 
lady whose dress^bas been disordered in a crowd, insolted 
and hatntliatêd by tbe rude confusion into which bis bousehold 
goods bad been throws, and impatient till bis mansion bad been 
purified from ail marks of intrusion. In bis anger be uttered 
more orders than tbe limited number of bis domestics were 
likejy to find tiine or bands to exécute. '' Tbe villains bave 
left sucb sulphoreous steams behtnd thëm, too,*' said the old 
knight; ** as if old Davie Leslie and the wbole Seotch army 
had quarted among them.'' 

«< ft may be near as bad,'' said Joceline, " fbr men say, for 
certain» it was the Devii came down. bodily among tbem, and 
made Ihem troop off." 

•« Théo," said the knight, ** is the Prince of Darkness a 
gentleman, as old Will Shakspeare 9a^« He never interfereij 



nîtib thoie of hûr ôwn^oat, for tbe Lee$ bare beeo fawe, 6r 
ther and son, thèse five hnndred years, witboQt disquiel ; aod 
Qo sooner came thèse àiisbegottea churls, thaa he plays bis 
owp part amoDg them." 

** Well, one tbiDg he and thej bave left ua^** aaid Jolëfie 
** which we may thank them for ; and that it, aocb a weil fill- 
-eà larder and buttery as bas beeo seldom seen in Woodstock 
Lodge this many a day ; — carcases of matton, lai^ge rounds of 
beef, barrels of confectioners* ware» pipes and ranlels of sack, 
muscadine, aie, and what not. We shall bave a royal time 
onH throagh half the winter ; and Joan must get to salting and 
pickling presenity."»' 

** Ont, villaîn !" said the knight ; ** are we to feed on the 
fragments of such scam of the earth as thèse ? — Cast them forth 
instantly î — Nay," checking bimself, '* that were a sin ; but 
give them to the poor, or see them sent to tbe owners. — And, 
hark ye» 1 ivill none of their strong liquors — î would rather 
drink like a hermît ail my life, tbao seem te pl64se acoondrels 
as thèse in their leavings, like a misérable draner» who drains 
offthe ends of the botUes aAer tbe gtiests bave paid their 
reckoning, and gone off.— And» hark ye, I will taafte no water 
from tbe cistern ont of which thèse slaves bave beea aerving 
tbem8elve8«-fetcb ioèdowu a pitcberfrom Roaaaioiid'sepl'iog." 

Alice heard thîs injunction, and weil ggeaaiiig there was 
•enoogb for tbe other members of the family to do, ahe qaietlj 
»took a small pitcber> and âinging a cioak iireniid her, walked 
•04itio person to procure Sir Henry the wafter wbîcb hedesir- 
ed. Meantime, Joceline said, with some heailalioD, «* that 
tbere was a man still remained, belooging to the partyof thèse 
strangers, who was directing about the removal of some trunks 
^nd maiJs which belonged to the Commissioners, and whocoold 
.receive bis bonoar's commanda aboot the proviaions.'* 

<* Let hîm corne hither."— (Tbe di^ogue was hel4 in the 
tall.) ~** Why do you hesitate, and grumble in that maiwer ?" 

**Only, sir," said Joceline, *' only perhaps yoar honour 
might not wish td see bim, beiog the jaiae who, on the nifrht 

beforelast '* 

. He pnQsed. . ' 

.**Sent my rapier a bawking through tbe inimMit, thoo^ 
would'st 8»y ?— Why, when did 1 take tpleeii at a oian Ibr 
>atandiiig bis gronnd against me Î-Roundhead as he is. naa, I 
Jike liim the better of that, not the worse. I hnnger aod tbirst 
to bavo another tum with him. 1 bave thougbt on hit passado 

would control it.~Fetch him direcUy.'^ 



Tmsty Yonkinfl was preseotly nshcved in, beariog him- 
self witlî an iron giavity, Irbich Qeither the terrors of the pre* 
cedÎBg nîght, nor the dignified demeanour of the high-boro 
personage before whom he stood, were âble for ao inataot to 
overcoihe. 

^* How Bow, good fellow ?" said Sir Henry ; '* I woald faîo 
see something more of thy fence, which baffled ma the other 
evening-^but traly, I thtnk the light was somewhat ioo faint 
for my* old eyes — Pake a foil, man — I walk hère in the hall» 
as Hamlét says ; and 'tis the breathing-time of day with me— 
Take a foil then in thy band." 

** Silice it is yoar worship's désire," saîd the stewaird, let- 
ttng fait his long cloak, and taking the foil in bis hand. 

**' Noir," 8ai4 the kntght, '^ if yoar fitness speaks, mine îs 
ready. Methinks the very stepping on this same old pare- 
ment hath charmed avTay thegout which threatened me.-»-*Sa 
— sa — I tread as firni as a game-cock." 

Tliey began the play with great spirit ^ and whether the 
old knight really fonght more cooUy with the blont than with 
the sharp weapon, or whether the steward gave him some 
grains of advantage in this merely sportive encountef, tt is 
certain Sir Henry had the better in the assanit. His success 
put him into excellent humour. 

*« Tbere," said he, *' I found yonr trick — nay, yon cheat me 
not twice the same way— there was a veiy palpable hit— why, 
had I had but light enongh the other night — but it skills not 
speaktogof it-^here we leave off; I must not fight, as we un- 
wise caraliers did with you roundhead rascals, beating you so 
oftcn tbat we taaght you to beat us, at last. And good now, 
tell tne why yo^ are leaving yonr larder so full hère ? Do you 
think I or my family can use broken yictuals ? What, hâve 
y ou DO better employment for yoor rounds of sequestrated beef 
than to4k^v.e thcm behind you when you shift yonr quarters," 
« So please your honour," said Tomkins, '' it may be tbat 
yon désire not the flesh of beeves, of rams, or of goals. Ne- 
rertheless, when yon know tbat the prévisions were provided 
and paid for ont of your own rents and stock at Ditchly, se- 
questrated to the use of the state more than ayear since, it 
may bè yon' will bave less scruple to use them for your own 

** Rett àssured that I shall," said Sir Henry ; " and glad 
you have helped me to a share of mine own. Certainly I was 
an 998 to suspect yow masters of subsistiog, save at boocst 
mea^s etfpense/' 
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*' And as for tbe rdoips of beeves," continued TomkÎDS» whb 
ibe flame solemoity, ** there i» a rump at Westminster,* which 
wîll stand us of tbe artny macb backing and bewing jet, ère 
itis dkcassed to our mind.'^ 

Sir Henry paosed, as if to consider wbat was tbe oleaning of 
tbîs inôendo ; for be was not a person of very quick appreben- 
sion. But baving at length canght tbe meaning of it, be burst 
jntonn explosion of louder laughter tban Joceline bad seen 
bim iodolge in for a good wbile. 

"Right, knave," he said,^ " I taste thy jest — It is tbe very 
moral of tbe puppet-sbow . Faustus raised tbe deril, as tbe 
pArlianii^nt raised tbe ar'oiy — and theo, as tbe devil fiies away 
witb Faùstus, so wilUbe army ûy away witb tbe Parliament — 
or tbe run^p, as tboa cairst it, or sittipg part of tbe so-called 
Parliament.-^nd then, look you, friend, tbe very devil of ail 
balb my willing consent to fly away witb tbe army in its turn^ 
from the higbest gênerai down to the lowest drum-boy. — Nay, 
never look fierce for the matter ; remember tbere ia day-Iight 
enough now for a game at sbarps." 

Trosty Tomkins appeared to tbink it best tb suppress bis 
displeasure ; and observing tbatthe wains were ready to trans- 
port tbe Commissioners' property to the bbrougb, took a grave 
lèave of Sir Henry Lee. 

Meantime tbe old man continued to pace bis recovered hall, 
rubbing bis bands, and evincing greater signff of glee tban he 
bad sbown since tbe ^tal dOth of January. 

*' Hère we are again in tbe old frank, JoUiffe — well victual- 
led too. How the knave solved my point of conscience ! tbe 
duUest of them is a spécial casuist wfaere the question concerns 
profit. Look out if tbere are not some of our own ragged ré- 
giment lurking about, to wfaom a beUyful would be a God-send, 
Joceline— 'Then bis fence, Joceline — thougb the fellow foins 
well- -very sufficient well — Bot tbou saw*st how I dealt with 
bim when I bad fitting ligbt, Joceline." 

" Ay, and so your honour did," said Joceline. " You 
taugbt bim how to know tbe Duke of Norfolk from Saunders 
Gardner. l'il warrant bim, be wiil not wisb to corne under 
your hottour*stbumb again." 

" Why, I am^waxing old," said Sir Henry ; " but skiU will 
not nist through âge, thougb sinews may stififen. But tàj âge 
is like a lusty winter, as old Will says—frosly but kindiy— 
And wbat if, old as we are, we live to see better days yet ! l 
promise thee, Joceline, I love this jarrtng betwixt tbe rogaes 
of tbe bpard and tbe rogues of tbe sword. Wbea tfaieves 
quarrely true men bave a cbance of coming by tbeir own.'' 



Tho^ tminphed ihe old cavalier, to the treble glory of 
hi^ying recovered his d we 11 iDg— regain ed, as he thdfbght, fais 
character as a m^m of fence, and tioally di£>coTered ^ome pro» 
spect of a change of times, in whic^ he waa net witbout hofies 
that socnethiog luight turn up for the rojal intejrest. 

Meanwhile, Alice, with a prouder and a lighter heart thaa 
had daaeed in her hosom for i^everal days, went forth with a 
.gay^ety to wbich she of late had been a atrapger, to contribatè 
her assistance to the res:ti1ation and supply of the hôuseholj, 
by bric^iog the fresh water wauted from fair Rosamond's 
well. 

Perhaps she remembered, that when she was but a girl, her 
cousin Markham used, aroong others, to make her perform 
that dnty, as representing some captive Trojan princess, coq- 
demned by her situation to draw the waters from some Gre-~ 
cian sprjn^, for the use of the proud victor. Ât any rate, she 
certainiy joyed to see her father reinstated in bis ancieqt 
habitation ; and the joy wa:^ not the less sincère, that she knew 
their return to Woodstock had been procured by meansof her 
cousin, and that even in her father's prejudiced eyes, Ëverard 
had been in some degree exculpated of the accusations the old 
knight had brought against him ; and that if a reconciliation 
had not yet taken place, the preliminaries had been et^tablish- 
ei\ on whîch such a désirable conclusion might easily be ibund- 
éd. It was like the commencement of a bridge, when the 
foundationi is securely laid, and the piers raised above the in- 
fluence of the torrent ; the throwing of the arches may be 
accomplished in a suhsequent neason. 

The doubtful fate of her only brojther might bavé clouded 
even this momentary gleam of âunshîne ; but Alice had been 
bred up du ring the close and fréquent coutests of civil war, 
and had acquired the biibit of hoping in behalf of those dear to 
her, ttntil hope was lost. In the présent case, ali reports 
seemed to aî^sure her of her brother's safet/. 

Besides thèse causes for gayety, Alice Lee had the pleasing 
feeling thats^he was restonnl-to the habitation and the haunts 
of her chikihood, from which she had not departed without 
ainch pain, the more feit, perhaps, because snppressed, in or- 
der ter avoid irritating her father's sensé of bis misfortune. 
Fînally, she enjoyed for the instant the gleam of se If- satisfac- 
tion by whicb we see the youpg and well-disposed so often 
aoimated, when they can be, in common phrase, helpful to 
those whom they loye, and perform at the moment of need 
some of those little domestic ta?ks, which âge leceives withso 

Vol. !.. T 
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miich pleaiure from the dntifal hands of jouth; So that» alto- 
' gether, as sbe hasted through the remaios and Teatiges of a 
wilderoesB aiready mentioned, and Irom IbeDce abouf a bow- 
shot into the Park, to bring a pitcber of water from Rosa- 
moad's spring, Alice Lee, her features eniivened aod her 
complexion a little raised by the exercise, had, for the mo- 
ment, regained the gay and htiliiant vivacity of expression 
which uad been the characteristic of her beauty ia her eariier 
»nd bappier days. 

This fountain of old memory had been once adomed with 
arcbitectaral ornamenta, in the style of the sixteenth ce&tary, 
chiefly relating to ancient mythology. AU thèse were now 
wasted and overthrown, and existed only as uoss-covered ruins, 
while the living spring continued to furnish its daily treasures, 
unriyaUed in purity, though the quantity was small, goshing out 
amid disjointêd stones, and bubbling throngh fragments of an- 
cient scalptnre. 

With a light step and a laugbing brow, the young[ Ladyof 
Lee was approaching the fountain, usually so solitary, wben 
she paased on beholding some one seated beside it She pro- 
ceeded, however, with confidence, though with a step some- 
thing less gay, when she observed that the person was a 
female ; — ^some menial perbaps from the town, whom a lanciiul 
mistress occasionally dispatched for the wat^r of a spring, sup- 
posed to be peculiarly pure, or some aged woman, who made 
a little trade by carrying it to the better sort of families^ and 
seliing it for a trifle.- There was no cause, therefore, for ap- 
préhension. 

Yet the terrors of the times were so great, that Alice did 
not even see a Etranger of her own sex, without some appré- 
hension. Denaturafized' women had as usual followed the 
camps of both armies du ring the civil war ; who on the one 
side with open profligacy and profanity, on the otber with the 
fraudful tone of fanaticism or hypocriay, exercised nearly in 
like degree, their talents for murder or plunder. But it wa^ 
broad daylight, the distance from the lodge was but trifling, and 
though a little alarmed at seeing a strunger where she expected 
deep solitude, the daughter of the haugbly old knight had toc 
much of the lion about her. to fear without some determined 
and decided cause. 

Alice walked, therefore, gravely on towards the fount, and 
^.omposed her loo'ks as she took a hasty glance of the female 
*ho was seated there, and addressed Uerself to her task ui 
lling her pitcber. 

The woman, whose présence had surprised and aotnewhat 
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stiirtied A\ice Lee, wrs a ^ersoa of the lower rank, whose red 
cloak, iva«9et liirtle, handkerchief trimmed with coveotry blue, 
and a coarae steeple hat« could not indicate at best any thing 
hiçher tban the wife of aamall fariner, or, perhapa, the help'- 
mate of a bailiff or hiod. It was well if she proved nothing 
worse. Her clothes, indeed. were of good materials ; bat 
what the female eye disceroA with half a glance, they were 
iodifierecitly aJjusted and put on. This looked a§ if they did 
not belong to the person by whom they were worn, but were 
articles of which she had become the. mistress by some acci- 
dent, if not by some saccessful robbery. Her size, too, as did 
not escape Ahce, even io the short perusal she afiforded the 
stranger, was unusual ; her features swarthy and singularly 
harsh, and her manner altogether unpropitious. The young 
lady almost wished, as she stooped to 611 her pitcher, that she 
had rather tarned back, and sent Jocelioe on the errand ; but 
repentaace wh8 too late now, and she had only to disguise» as 
weli as she could^ her unpieasant feelings., 

*^ The blessings of this bris;ht day to oue as bright as it is," 
said the stranger, with no unfriendly, though a harsh voice. 

** I thaok you/* said Alice in reply ; and cootinued to,fiU 
her pitcher busily, by assistance of an iron bowl whtch re- 
mained stiil chained to one of the stones beside the fountain. 

" Perhapii, nay pretty maiden, if you would accept vay help, 
yoor work would be sooner done,*' said the stranger. , 

'* 1 thanic you/' said Alice, "* but had I needed assistance, I 
could bave brought those with me wbo had rendered it/' 

'* I do not doubt of that,.my pretty maiden," answered the . 
female ; "ther^ are too many lads in Woodstock with eyes in 
their b«ads — So dgubt you could bave brought with you any 
one of tbem who looked on you, if you had listed." 

Alice replied not a syllable, for she did not like the freedom 
used by the speaker, and was desirous to break oS the conyer- 
sation. • 

*^ Are you offended, my pretty mistress ?" said the stranger ; 
'*that was far from my purpose. — I will put my question 
otherwise — Are the good dames of Woodstock so careless of 
their pretty daugfaters as to let the flower of them ail wander 
about the wild cha«)e witbout a mother, or a somebody to pre- 
venl thé fox from running away with the lamb ? — that care- 
lessness, nsethinks, shews small kindness." 

'* Content yourself, good woman, I am not far from protec- 
tion and assistance," said Alice, who liked less and less the 
efifrontery of her new acquaintance. 
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" Alâs ! my pretty maiden," said th« strangér. pattîng with 
ber large and hrird hand the head whîch AHce had kept beoded 
down towards the water which she was laiying, ** it ivoiiid be 
difficalt to hear such a pipe as yourè at the town of Woodstoek, 
scream as load as you woald." 

Alice shook the woman^s haitd angrrly off, toôk up the 
pitcher, thoagb net above half M\, and as 8he saw the st ran- 
ger rise at the saine time, said, not withuut fear doubtless, but 
with a nataral féeling of Fèsentment and dignity, ** 1 faave do 
reason to make my cries heard as far as ' Woodstock ; were 
there occasion for my crying for help at ail, it is nearer at hand 
if I beed it.*' 

She spoke not witbout a warrant ; for, at ttie moment, broke 
through the bushes, and stood by ber side, the noble honnd 
Bevis ; fîxing on the stranger his eyes that glanced fire, raising 
évery hair on his gailant mane as npright as the bristlés of » 
fHld boar when hard pressed, grinning till a case of teeth, 
whir.h would hâve matched those of any wolf iâ Russta, were 
displayed in fnll array, and, witbout either barking or spring- 
ing, seamining by his low determined growl, to await but the 
signal for dashing àt the female, whoni he plainly consideréd 
as a s'usi^icious ]^ersôn. 

But the stranger was ubdaXKhtèd. " My pretty mmden," she 
sàid, '^ yoU bave indeed a fôrmiable guardian there, whère 
cockneys oir bhhipkiiis are conbêrhed ; but We who bave been 
at the wârs kilovtr spells' f6r taming sucih fiirious dragons ; and 
there fore let dôt your four-footed prbtector go loose on me, 
for he is a tioble animal, and nothing but self^éfence would 
ihduce nife to dô hito injury.*" So saying, she drew a pistol 
ftôtù her bôsotn, and cocked it — pointing it towards the dog, as 
if apprehensive that he would sph'bi^ npon het. 

** Hold, woman, hold !" said Alice Lee ; " the dog Will not 
do you hàrm.-i-Down; Bevis, côuch down — Add ère you at- 
tempt to hurt bina, know he is the favourite hound of Sir 
Henry Lefe, of Ditchley, the keeper of Woodstock pârk, who 
ii^ould severely revénge any injury bffered to hini." 

*' And you, pretty one, are the old knight's housé-keeper, 
doubtlësô ? l havë often heard the Lees bave good taste.'* 

*' 1 am bis daughtet", good wonian.'* 

" His daughter ! — 1 was blind — but yél il is tinie, nothtng 
ess perfect could ansWer the description which ail the world. 
as giveb of Mistress Afice Leé. I trust that my fbUy has 
iveh my young talstresi^ nd offenée, and that she will allow die, 



in token of feconcîKation, to M herpHcbep, and cnrry it as far 
as she will pennit." 

** As jou will, good mother ; but I am aboat to return in* 
staiitfy to the lodge, to whicb, in thèse times, I cannot ndm'it 
stran^ers. Y ou eau ibitow me no farther than tbe verge of 
the vrilderiiesâ, and I am already too long from home : I wrif 
seud some one to meet and reliereyou of the pitcher.'^ S<r 
saying, she turned her back, with a feeling of terror which she 
couid hardty account for, aad b^an to iralk quickly towards 
the lodge, thinkiog thus to get rid of her troublesome acquaint- 
aoce. 

But she f eckoned witbout her host ; for in a moment her 
new companron was by her side, not running, indeed, but vralk- 
ing with prodif^knis long un^omanly strides, which sooq 
brotight her up with the hurried and timid steps of the fright* 
enèd maiden. But her manaer was more respectful than for* 
merly, tbotigh her voice sounded remarkably harsh and disa« 
greeable, and her whole appearance sug^^ésted an undefined, 
and yet irrésistible feeling of apprehen^on. 

** Pardon a strangcr, lov^ly Af istress Alice,'* saîd her perse* 
cator, *^ that Wa4 not capable of dtstjnguishing between a lady 
of your high quality and a peasant wench, and who spoke to 
you with a degree of fVeedoTtt, ilUbe&ttingyotif rank, certainiy, 
aod condition, and which, I fear bas given yon^offence.*' 

" No offence whatever," replied Alice ; ** but, good woman, 
I am near home, and can excuse your farther company. — 
Yon are unknown to me." 

•* But it follows not," Said the stranger, *• that yowr fortunes 
may not be known to me, fair Mistress Alice. Look oh my 
swarthy brow — ^Englmd breeds none such — and in the lands 
from which I corne, the sun which blackens our complexion, 
peurs, to make amends, rays of knowledge into our brains, 
which are denied to those of your lukewarm climate. Let 
me look upon your pretty band. — (attemptins; to possess herself 
of it.) — and I promise you shal! hear what will please you." 

" I hear what does not please me," said Alice with dignity; 
** you mast carry your tricks of fortune-tel ling and palmistry to 
the women of the villt^ft — We of the gentry hold thémto be 
either impostufe or uniawfui knowledge." 

" Yet you wouM fain hear of a certain Colonel, I warrant 
you, whom certain unhappy circumstances baye separated from 
his family ; you would give better than silver if 1 côuld assure 
you that you vronld see him in a day or two— ay, perhaps 
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*' I koow aothing of what yoa speafc, good woman ; if you 
want alms, there \s a pièce of silver — it is ail I hare in my 
pane.'' 

**' It were a pity that I shauld take it," said the feœale ; 
«< and yei gire it me — for the princess in tbe fàiry ta|e màst 
ever deserv.e, by her generosity, the boanty o£ the benevolent 
fairy before she is rewarded by her protection." 

*' Take it— take it — give me my pitcher," said Alice, '' and 
begone, y onder cornes one of my fatber's servants. — What, ho ! 
— Joceline — Joceline l" 

Xhe oid fortane-teller hastilly dropped something into tbe 
pitcher as she restored it to Alice Lee, and, piying her long 
Umbs, disappeared speedily ander cover of tbe Wood. 

Bev^is turoed, and backed, and shewed sotne inclination to 
harrass the retreat of this suspicions person, yet, as if uncer- 
tain, ran toilrards Joiliffe, and fawned on him, to de m and hia 
advice and encouragement. Joceline pacified the anipial, and 
coming up to bis yoong lady, çisked her, with surprise, vrhat 
was the mattef, and wbether she had been fright^ned ? Alice 
made light of her alarm, for which, indeed, she could not 
hâve assigned any very compétent reason ; for the manners of 
the wonnin, though bold and intrusire, were not menacing. 
She only said she had met a fortune-teller by Rosamond's weU, 
and had some difficulty in shaking her off. 

*^ Ah, the gipsy thief/' said Joceline^ '^ hoiv well she scented 
there ivas food in the pantry ! — they bave noses like rayens 
thèse strollers. Look you, Mistress Alice, you shall not see 
a raven, or a carrion-crow, in ail the blue sky for a mile round 
you ; bot let a sheep drop suddenly dovirn on the green-sward, 
and befoçethe poor créature 's dead you shall see a dozen of 
such guests croaking, as if inviting each other to the ba'nquet. 
Just 80 it is with thèse sturdy beggars. You will see tew 
enough of them when there*6 nothing to give, but when hough V 
in the pot, Ihey will bave share on' t." , 

'* You are so proud of your fresh supply of provénder," 
said Alice^ '^ that yoa suspect ail of a desiga on't, f do not 
think this woman will venture near your kitcben, Joceline." 

*^ It will b^ bestfor her bealth," said Joceline^ ^* lest I gtve 
her a ducking for digestion. But give me the pitcher, Mis- 
tress Alice — meeter I bear it than you Ho'w no w ? what jtng- 
les at the bottom ? bave you lifted the pebbles as well as the 
water ?" 

^^ 1 think the woman dropped somc^lhing into the pitcher," 
laid Alice. 



WOODSTMX. Stîl 

<< Nay, we must look to tbat, for it w Hke to be a charm, and 
vi^e hâve enoagh of the deril's ware aboat Woodstock already 
— we wili not spare for the water— I cao run back aod fill the 
pitcher.'' He poared out thè water apon the gras^, and at the 
bottom of the pitcher was foand a gold ring, in which was set a 
Tuhjj apparently of some Taloe. 

'* Naj, if this be ^ot enchantment, I know not what is," said 
Joceline. '* Traly, Mistrese Alice, I think yoa had better 
tbrow away this gimcrack. Such gtAs from such bands are a 
ktnd of pre89-money which the devil uses for enlistiog bis régi- 
ment of witcfaes ; and if they Cake but somuch as a bean from 
him. they become his bond slares for Hfe — Ay, you look at the 
gew-gaw, bi^t to-morrow you will find a lead ring and a corn- 
mon pebble In its stead," 

'* Nay, Joceline, I think it will be better to find out that 
dark-complezioned wornan, and return to her what seems of 
some value. So cause inquiry to be made, and be sure you 
return her ring. It seems too valuabte to be destroyed." 

*^ Umph ! that is always the ivay with women," murmured 
Joceline. '^ You wiil ne ver get the best of them, but she is 
willing to save à bit of finery. Well, Mistress Alice, I trust 
that you are too >oung and too pretty to be eniisted in a ré- 
giment of witches." 

'< I shall not be afraid of it till you turn conjurer," said 
Alice ; '^ so hasten to the well, whereyou are like still to find 
tbe woman, and let her know that Alice Lee desires none of her 
gifts, any more thim shediJ of her Society.^' 

Sp sayiug, the youog lady pursued her way to the Lodge, 
while Joceline went down to Rosamond's Well to exécute her 
commission. But the fortuneteller, or whoever shé might be, 
WHâ nowhere to be foùnd ; neither, finding that to be the case, 
did Joceline give himself much trouble, in trackingher farther. 

^* If this riug, which I dare say the jade stole somewhere," 

said the uoder-keeper to himself, *' be worth a few noJ>les, it 

iâ better iu bonest hands than in. tliai of vagabonds. My 

master bas a right to allwaifs sind strass, and certainly such 

a ring, in possession of a . gipsy, must be a waif. So I shall 

coniiâcate it without sCruple,Hnd apply the^produce to the sup- 

povl ofSir Heiiry's houàehold, which is like to be poor enoogh. 

'i'hank Heaven, my military expérience bas taught me how to 

carry hooks at my finger-eocU — that is trooper's law. Y^t 

hang it, after ail, I had best take it to Mark %erard and ask 

bis advice— -1 hold him now to be your learned counsellor in 

law where Mistress Alice's affairs are concerned, and my 



efs 



}e«*ned Docter, who shall be natnelesBy fbr sucfa as conoern 
Church and State and 6ii\Henry Lee-^And TU giv« them leave 
to give mine «mbleB to the kites and ravens if tbey find me 
conferriog my-c<»nfidence wbere it is not safe.'' 



END OF VOLUME FIH8T. 
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